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SOUTH AFRICA 


Confession of Biko killers 


On Jan. 28 the Truth and Reconciliation 


Commission, investigating political crimes 
committed by security forces and opposition 
groups under the apartheid system [see p. 
41398], confirmed newspaper reports that 
five former security police officers had con- 
fessed to the 1977 murder of the leading 
Black Consciousness leader Steve Biko [see 
p. 28663] and had made a formal amnesty 
application. 


Biko’s death in police custody had provoked a 
storm of protest, both in South Africa and 
worldwide. It was widely accepted that he was 
beaten and tortured during interrogation at the 
security police headquarters in Port Elizabeth 
before being driven naked in the back of a police 
vehicle to Pretoria where he died. A 15-day 
inquest into his death controversially found that 
his massive head injuries had been caused 
accidentally when police had attempted to restrain 
him. 


On Jan. 28 Francois van der Merwe, a lawyer 
acting for the five officers, appealed for public 
understanding for his clients. He claimed that they 
had “acted in the belief that they were acting to 
protect a system” and that they had behaved 
“within the culture of the government of the day”. 
He said that they would be seeking an amnesty in 
exchange for a full account of Biko’s death. He 
identified his clients as the former Eastern Cape 
security branch commander Col. (retd) Harold 
Snyman, Lt.-Col. (retd) Giddeon Niewoudt, 
Warrant Officer (retd) Ruben Marx, Capt. (retd) 
Daantjie Siebert, and Warrant Officer (retd) Johan 
Beneke. 


The Commission regarded their amnesty 
application as a “major breakthrough”, believing 
that it strengthened the Commission’s claim to be 
a better vehicle for addressing crimes committed 
under apartheid than the criminal courts. However, 
the family of Biko was reported to be angry at the 
possibility -that his killers could remain 
unpunished. In 1996 the family had been amongst 
those who had unsuccessfully applied to the 
Constitutional Court to have the Commission 
stripped of its power to grant amnesties. The 
petitioners had argued that the authority to protect 
human rights abusers from prosecution and civil- 
damages claims meant that they were denied the 
opportunity to obtain justice through the courts 
[see pp. 41030; 41175]. 


Inkatha resignations 


The Inkatha Freedom Party was thrown into 
turmoil on Jan. 27 by the resignation of three 


senior officials. Frank Mdlalose, the organi- 


zation’s national chairman and the Premier of 
Kwazulu-Natal province; Ziba Jiyane, 
Inkatha secretary-general; and Musa Myeni, 
Inkatha leader in the Gauteng legislature, re- 
signed during a 15-hour meeting of the 
party’s national council. The three were re- 
garded as moderates, and their departure 
followed persistent reports of tensions with 
Inkatha president and national Minister of 
Home Affairs Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 


Ben Ngubane, the Kwazulu-Natal finance minis- 
ter, was appointed as acting national chairman. He 
was also expected to succeed Mdlalose as provin- 
cial premier. Although Jiyane was expected to re- 
main in office until July, his day-to-day duties 
were to be assumed by his deputy Zakhele Khu- 
malo, who commanded a loyal following among 
Inkatha traditionalists. In October Khumalo had 
been acquitted with former Defence Minister 
Magnus Malan of murder charges relating to the 
1987 killing of supporters of the African National 
Congress (ANC) [see p. 41304]. 


Some observers believed that the resignations 
threatened the fragile peace process in Kwazulu- 
Natal. Earlier in the month the ANC was believed 
to have proposed special amnesty arrangements 
for the perpetrators of political violence in the 
troubled province. According to press reports on 
Jan. 6, the ANC put the proposal to President 
Nelson Mandela; it included extending the 
amnesty deadline for apartheid crimes beyond 
May 10, 1994 [see p. 41398]. However, on Jan. 8 
Buthelezi rejected the deal which he said 
“obfuscate[d]” personal culpability and political 
responsibility. He said that amnesty was 
“incompatible” with conditions on the ground 
where war was continuing. 


Arms row 


South Africa reacted angrily on Jan. 14 to 
threats from the USA that it might cut off aid 
if the government sold arms to Syria. 


Parks Mankahlana, a spokesman in the President’s 
Office, described the USA as “bullies”, and 
declared that “We are a sovereign country and 
don’t like being shouted at.” His comments 
followed remarks made on Jan. 13 by Nicholas 
Burns, a US State Department spokesman, that the 
USA was deeply concerned about a possible arms 
sale to Syria, a “country that support[ed] 
terrorism”. Syria’s request to purchase a tank fire- 
control system estimated to be worth R3 billion 
(US$1.00=R4.68 as at Jan. 10) was first 
considered by the South African Cabinet in 
December, but officials emphasized that no 
decision had been taken. The row came at a time 
of growing tension between South Africa and the 
USA over Mandela’s refusal to sever ties with 
countries, such as Cuba and Libya, which had 
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supported the ANC during the struggle against 
apartheid [see p. 40939]. 


Arrest of bombers 


On Jan. 6-7 police arrested three white men 
in connection with three bomb explosions at 
Rustenburg, 160 km north-west of Johannes- 
burg, on Jan. 5. The bombs damaged a 
mosque and a post office both Muslim- 
owned. The three men were identified as 
Abraham Myburgh, Jan De Wet and Nicho- 
las Barnard. All were members of the Afri- 
kaner Resistance Movement (AWB) who had 
escaped from prison in March 1996 while 
awaiting sentences on 20 counts of murder 
and 46 counts of attempted murder arising 
from a 1994 bombing campaign [see p. 
41030]. 


The police linked the explosions to an attack on 
Dec. 24 against a supermarket in Worcester, near 
Cape Town. On Jan. 3 the Boer Attack Troops 
(BAT), a hitherto unknown group, claimed 
responsibility for the incident and warned that “for 
every Boer murdered hundreds of you anti-Christs 
will die from our deeds”. 


@ Last article p. 41398; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


CENTRAL AFRICAN 


REPUBLIC 


Fighting between French troops 


and mutineers 


French troops on Jan. 5 shot dead 10 army 
mutineers and captured 30 others in clashes 
at the Kasai military camp and in other areas 
of Bangui (the country’s capital) where rebel 
soldiers remained at large following the latest 
army mutiny which had begun on Nov. 15, 
1996 [see p. 41353]. 


The French action was apparently taken in 

revenge for the killing of two French officers who 

had reportedly intervened in a street disturbance 

on Jan. 4 in which three other people were also 

killed. The French personnel were reportedly shot 

in the back by mutineers as they left the scene. 

Observers noted that the French response—which - 
involved armoured cars, rocket-launchers and ~ 
helicopter gunships—indicated a marked change 

of tactics from the hitherto relatively low-key 

policing which had characterized the role of 
French military units since their initial 

intervention to quell an army uprising in April 

1996 [see p. 41033]. The French military presence 

had subsequently been reinforced following a 

second mutiny in May [see pp. 41080-81]. 


Further fighting between French units and muti- 
neers was reported on Jan. 17, with one rebel sol- 
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dier said to have been killed and another captured; 
there were no French casualties. 


Bi Last article p. 41353; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


ZAIRE 


Loss of momentum in eastern 


rebellion 


Evidence began emeging in early January 
that the large-scale uprising seen in the east- 
em area of the country—near the Ugandan, 
Rwandan and Burundian borders—was 
slowing down. After several months of 
Sweeping gains [see pp. 41302; 41350; 

41399], there were reports that the rebels had 
begun fighting amongst themselves. 


The rebels, broadly grouped into the Alliance of 
Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo- 
Zaire (ADFL), were described by the Financial 
Times on Jan. 17 as “a marriage of convenience 
between disciplined Rwandan-trained Banya- 
malenge Tutsis, rebels from Shaba and Kasai 
provinces and local Mai-Mai warriors traditionally 
hostile to Tutsis”. The Zairian government alleged 
that the ADFL was backed by Uganda and 
Rwanda. Independent reports said that Laurent 
Kabila, chairman of the ADFL, appeared to be 
funding the rebellion from the assets of banks 
seized by his fighters, and through the expectation 
of wealth from captured gold-mines in the area. 


On Jan. 2 the rebels had seized the north-eastern 
town of Bunia and its nearby gold-mines after a 
12-hour battle with government forces. At this 
point, they appeared to control a 600-km strip of 
land along the three borders, an area which they 
named as the “Democratic Congo”. While the 
ADFL forces appeared to control Walikale, 130km 
west of Goma, it remained unclear how close they 
had come to their proclaimed objective, 
Kisangani, 600 km west of Goma. 


Clear evidence of serious dissension within 
the ADFL came on Jan. 7 when Star Radio, a 
mouthpiece for the organization, announced 
that the ADFL leadership had ordered the ar- 
rest of the leaders of the Mai-Mai warriors. 
This followed reports that the Mai-Mai had 
attacked ADFL forces at several locations. 
Some weeks earlier, Kabila had ordered the 
Mai-Mai warriors, mainly undisciplined 
teenagers, to be disarmed after reports that 
they had committed acts of violence against 
local people. On Jan. 21, ADFL military 
commander, André Ngandu Kissassé, was 
reported to have been killed by Mai-Mai 
forces at Mutembo. 


Government’s use of foreign 
mercenaries 


French press reports of Jan. 7 stated that 
French former senior officers were recruiting 
a “white legion” of mercenaries to fight 
alongside Zairian government forces. Those 
officers allegedly involved included Col. 
Alain Le Carro, former head of security at 
the Elysée Palace under the late President 
Frangois Mitterrand, and a gendarmerie offi- 
cer, also formerly serving at the presidency, 
Robert Montoya. 


According to these reports, a dozen or so former 
French officers were already in northern Zaire 
with 300-400 men, including Angolan, Belgian, 
French, South African and UK _ mercenaries. 
Subsequent reports also referred to the presence of 
Serbian and Croatian mercenaries. These forces 
were reportedly being paid directly by President 
Mobutu Sese Seko. 


Fighting intensified towards the end of Janu- 
ary. The mercenary force was reported to 
have led an attempt on Jan. 25-26 to retake 
Walikale. The body of an unidentified white 
man was said to have been taken to Kisan- 
gani, but claims of heavy casualties by both 
sides, and the Zairian army’s claim to have 
captured the town, were not verified. Kabila 
claimed on Jan. 31 that his forces had 
blocked the mercenary-backed Zairian ad- 
vance and “wiped it out”. 


On Jan. 30 the Zairian government accused 
Uganda of invading its territory, alleging that 
some 2,000 Ugandan soldiers were heading for 
Shaba province from the rebel-held town of Fizi, 
36 km south-west of the border. The Ugandan 
authorities described the accusation as 
“Jaughable”. The same day, a UN official was 
quoted as saying that rebel forces advancing on 
Shaba had seized Lulimba, 60 km south of Fizi. 


Mobutu’s return to France 


Three weeks after returning to Zaire [see p. 
41399] from convalescence in France fol- 
lowing prostate cancer surgery, President 
Mobutu arrived at his villa in the south of 
France on Jan. 9 and underwent minor sur- 
gery in Monaco the following day. 


@ Last article p. 41399; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


RWANDA 


Imposition of first death sent- 


ences for genocide 


A tribunal of three judges in the south- 
eastern town of Kibungu passed death sen 
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tences on Jan. 3 against Deogratias Bizimana 
and Egide Gatanazi, having found both men 
guilty of committing genocide and crimes 
against humanity during the 1994 massacres. 


The condemned men, both of whom were Hutus, 
had not been represented by lawyers during their 
trial, and had not been permitted to call witnesses 
for their defence. They were given 15 days in 
which to appeal against their sentences, which 
were otherwise due to be carried out by firing 
squad. On Jan. 14 Amnesty International, the 
London-based human rights organization, ques- 
tioned the fairness of the trials. : 


Three other Hutu men were sentenced to death on 
similar charges on Jan. 17 by a court in southern 
Butare. It was estimated that a further 90,000 peo- 
ple were awaiting trial in Rwandan prisons in con- 
nection with genocide; of these, some 2,000 faced 
capital charges. 


The trial for genocide of Jean-Paul Akayesu, 
former mayor of Taba, at the UN-organized 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
in Arusha, Tanzania, [see pp. 41259-60; 
41351], resumed on Jan. 9 only to be once 
again adjourned after 31 witnesses from 
Rwanda failed to attend because of visa 
problems. 


A total of 21 people had been indicted by the tri- 
bunal, of whom only seven had been detained. 
However, many observers expressed the view that 
the tribunal’s proceedings were in danger of col- 
lapse because of administrative lapses and mis- 
conduct. Fresh doubts over its effectiveness arose 
in the ensuing days with reports that many wit- 
nesses were afraid to appear because of intimida- 
tion. A Tutsi shopkeeper who had been called as a 
witness at Akayesu’s trial was reported to have 
been murdered by gunmen, together with his 12- 
year-old daughter and nine other people. 


Army reprisals after Hutu mur- 
ders 


Hutu extremists were reported on Jan. 20 to 
have unleashed a new wave of killings 
around Ruhengeri, in north-west Rwanda. 
Their victims, reported to number at least 60 
people, included Tutsi survivors of the 1994 
massacres, and three Spanish aid workers at- 
tached to the Spanish branch of the medical 
charity Médecins sans Frontiéres. 


Vice-President Paul Kagame said on Jan. 23 that 
the army had killed 80 people in operations 
against Hutu extremists in the north-west since the 
Ruhengeri murders. Evidence was reported of in- 
discriminate killing by some soldiers. 


Wi Last article p. 41303; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 
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BURUNDI 
Massacres by army 


There were persistent reports during January 
of attacks by the Tutsi-dominated army on 
Hutus. On Jan. 10, soldiers shot dead 126 
Hutu refugees expelled from Tanzania as 
they attempted to escape from a detention 
centre in the north-east province of Muyinga. 
The army admitted the killings, which were 
condemned by army spokesman Lt.-Col. 
Isaie Nbizi. He announced that seven soldiers 
had been arrested and would be tried by a 
military court in connection with the inci- 
dent. This was confirmed by government 
spokesman Jean-Luc Ndizeye, who stated 
that an investigation into the circumstances 
of the killings was underway. The army had 
been accused of many massacres in the past 
[for most recent reports see pp. 41399-400], 
but this was the first occasion that it had ad- 
mitted to a mass killing. 


Citing witnesses who refused to be identified, a 
Reuters report on Jan. 24 claimed that the army 
had also led Tutsi civilians in the slaughter of 
some 400 people in two incidents in Muramvya 
province on Jan. 5. A total of 304 people, many of 
them women, children and the elderly, were killed 
with machetes and cudgels after soldiers had 
driven them from their homes. About 100 people 
who had fled were later caught and killed with 
bayonets and clubs. 


@ Last article pp. 41399-400; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


“KENYA 


Government changes 


President Daniel arap Moi carried out a ma- 
jor Cabinet reshuffle on Jan. 15. The most 
significant of the changes was the return to 
government of former minister Nicholas K. 
Biwott. 


Biwott, had been dismissed from the Cabinet in 
November 1991 following allegations of 
corruption, and having been named as the prime 
suspect in the 1990 murder of Foreign Minister 
Robert Ouko [see pp. 37239; 38563]. One of 
Moi’s closest political allies, with extensive 
business interests, Biwott had nevertheless 
remained an influential figure in Kenyan politics. 
Observers believed that his re-appointment was 
likely to elicit a negative response from foreign 
donors who had demanded that the government 
make efforts to eradicate corruption. 


Other Cabinet changes included the dismissal of 
Kipkalya Kones as Minister of State in the 
President’s Office and the effective demotion of 
William ole Ntimama, who moved from Local 
Government to Home Affairs and National 


Heritage, and of Simeon Nyachae, who had 
controlled the key Agriculture portfolio. All three 
had supported moves within the ruling Kenya 
African National Union (KANU) for greater party 
democracy. 


Posts affected in the reshuffle were as 
follows: 


*Nicholas K. Biwott Minister of State in the 
President’s Office 


*J. K. Koech Minister of State in the President’s 
Office 


+Darius Mbela Agriculture, Livestock 
Development and Marketing 


+Simeon Nyachae Land Reclamation, Regional 
and Water Development 


+Kirugi M’Kindia Energy 

+Joshua Angatia Commerce and Industry 
*P. K. Momanyi Tourism 

+Gen. Jackson Mulinge Health 
+Francis Lotodo Local Government 


+William ole Ntimama Home Affairs and 
National Heritage 


+Noah Katana Ngala Lands and Settlement 


+Hussein Maalima Mohammed Research, 
Technical Training and Technology 


*New appointment. 


+Altered responsibilities. 


Torture accusations 


In a report published on Jan. 7 Amnesty 
International (AI) said that the Kenyan 
government had failed to halt the widespread 
torture of male, female and child detainees. 


AI said that the torture, including electric shocks 
and sexual abuse, was being inflicted by the 
police, security forces and members of the youth 
wing of KANU. It rejected government denials of 
the practice, and claimed that torture was 
“endemic and systematic throughout the country”. 


@ Last article p. 41356; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


SOMALIA 


Establishment of National 
Salvation Council 


Representatives of 26 Somali factions met in 
Sodere, near Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on Jan. 
3, to form a National Salvation Council. The 
move was a prelude to the formation of a na- 
tional unity government and the attempt to 
“create the conditions for peace and stabil- 


ity”. 


The meeting elected 41 Council members and an 
11-member national executive committee. The key 


_ task of the Council was identified as undertaking 


“activities for the establishment of a provisional 
central government”. These included drafting a 
transitional national charter and the convening of a 
national reconciliation conference. a 


On Jan. 9 Osman Ali Ato’s United Somali 
Congress-Somali National Alliance (USC-SNA) 
and Ali Mahdi Mohammed’s Somali Salvation 
Alliance (SSA) expressed their support for the 
Sodere meeting and the Council. However, their 
principal rival, Hussein Mohammed Aydid, on 
Jan. 4 rejected the meeting as “sabotage”. He 
described it as the product of “plots and intrigues 
being hatched by neo-colonialism”. He also 
criticized Ethiopia for hosting the meeting, and 
called on the international community to intervene 
in order to end alleged Ethiopian aggression. 


@ Last article p. 41356; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


ETHIOPIA 
Death of Asfa Wossen 


Crown Prince Merid Azmatch Asfa Wossen 


Haile Selassie, surviving son of the late Em- 
peror Haile Selassie, died at Fairfax, Vir- 
ginia, USA, on Jan. 17 aged 80, and was to 
be buried in Addis Ababa in early February. 


Asfa Wossen had left Ethiopia in 1973, a year be- 
fore his father’s regime—together with the coun- 
try’s ancient monarchy—was overthrown by a 
military coup. He declared himself Emperor in 
1989 while in exile in London, taking the name of 
Amha Selassie and naming his son, Zere-Yakob 
Asfa Wossen, as Crown Prince. The declaration 
attracted little attention, however, and few observ- 
ers were said to believe that the monarchy would 
be restored. 


Defection of football players 


Fourteen members of the Ethiopian national 
football team, together with the team man- 
ager and a doctor, requested political asylum 
in Italy on Jan. 22. The defections occurred 
in Rome as the team was en route from Addis 
Ababa to Casablanca to play Morocco in an 
African Cup match. Five of the players later 
withdrew their request and asked to return to 
Ethiopia. 


BS Last article pp. 41355-56; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


SUDAN 


Intensification of war in the 
south 


There were indications of a major upsurge in 
the war between southern rebels and the 
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army in early January when Ethiopian offi- 
cials reported on Jan. 8 that thousands of 
refugees were entering western districts to 
escape the “civil strife, famine, and mass de- 
struction of residential areas [and] crop and 

_ livestock looting in the Blue Nile region of 
Sudan”. ‘: 


The Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) stated on Jan. 11 that some 
4,000 refugees were being cared for at the western 
Ethiopian border town of Asosa, and that a further 
15,000 were waiting to cross the border. They 
were reported to be “in a desperate state of fam- 


Sa 


Ine. 


In a statement on Radio Omdurman on Jan. 
13, President Omar Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir 
called for a Jihad (holy war) against “the 
‘enemies of Islam”. This followed reports that 
the 30,000-strong Sudan People’s Liberation 
Front (SPLA), the main rebel grouping led 
by John Garang, had seized Kurmuk and 
Qeissan. The towns were 600 km south-east 
of Khartoum, and just south of the Damazin 
hydroelectric power station which supplied 
80 per cent of Khartoum’s power. An SPLA 
spokesman described the latest rebel suc- 
cesses as “a turning point” in the 13-year 
war. 


The rebel gains put the government under renewed 
pressure as they coincided with the growing threat 
posed by the SPLA’s allies, the Eritrea-based reb- 
els of the Northern Democratic Alliance (NDA), to 
the road link between the capital and Port Sudan 
on the Red Sea. The SPLA-NDA alliance had be- 
come effective since the arrival in Eritrea in De- 
cember of Sadiq al-Mahdi, a former Prime Minis- 
ter and leader of the Ummah party [see p. 41401]. 


A government statement on Jan. 13 accused 
Ethiopia of attacking Kurmuk and Qeissan, alleg- 
ing that the area had come under intense artillery 
fire from across the border. Although the Ethio- 
pian authorities denied the allegation, the Suda- 
nese statement called for an emergency meeting of 
the UN Security Council to discuss the situation. 


On Jan. 14, Radio Omdurman announced that 
Khartoum University was being closed to enable 
students to join the army and fight “Ethiopian ag- 
gression”. Subsequently, Sudanese army rein- 
forcements were reported to have arrived in Blue 
Nile province. On Jan. 17 the Sudanese govern- 
ment denied that the strategic town of Maban, in 
southern Blue Nile province, had fallen to rebels. 
The precise position remained confused, with for- 
eign aid workers reporting that government forces 
were bombing and burning property in the area. 
Garang claimed on Jan. 21 that SPLA troops had 
killed 300 government soldiers at Abu Shaneina, 
just south of Damazin, and another 150 at al-Keili, 
further to the south. Government sources denied 
the claims. 


Bashir alleged on Jan. 20 that rebel forces 


were massing along Sudan’s southern border 
with Uganda, and urged the Ugandan gov- 
emment to prevent them from launching at- 
tacks against Sudan. On Jan. 26 Sudanese 
forces reportedly attacked a rebel base near 
the Ugandan border. President Yoweri 
Museveni of Uganda on Jan. 27 called on the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU) to de- 
clare the Sudanese civil war a colonial con- 
flict, thereby permitting other African coun- 
tries to provide material support to the rebels. 


@ Last article p. 41401; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


CHAD 


Allegations of summary 
executions 


The International Federation of Human 


Rights Leagues (FIDH) expressed concern on 
Jan. 10 over the recent increase in human- 
rights violations in Chad. According to the 
FIDH, scores of people had been summarily 
executed since mid-November when, it 
claimed, the gendarmerie had been issued 
with instructions to “shoot-to-kill” those 
caught committing crimes. 


The organization produced a copy of a govern- 
ment order, allegedly issued to security forces on 
Nov. 14, which told officers that “robbers must 
not be the object of normal procedures [of arrest]. 
If one is caught in the act, you must proceed with 
his physical elimination.” 


The incidence of crime was a growing problem in 
Chad. On Nov. 26 President Idriss Deby had 
declared that N’djamena (the country’s capital) 
was being held hostage by organized gangs, and 
had expressed his frustration at the justice system 
which “systematically freed” criminals. 


@ Last articles pp. 41307; 41356; for 1996 key events 
see 1997 reference supplement. 


NIGER 


Niamey demonstration - Arrest 
of opposition figures 


Riot police used tear-gas to disperse a large 
anti-government demonstration in central 
Niamey on Jan. 11. Angry demonstrators, 
demanding free access to the public media, 
then set up barricades of burning tyres at 
several key crossroads, severely disrupting 
the capital’s traffic. According to official 
figures 11 people were injured in the clashes 
and around 50 arrested. 


News Digest for January 1997 


Speaking on television on Jan. 11 Prime Minister 
Amadou Boubacar Cisse denounced the protest as 
part of an opposition plan to “destabilize the 
country’. On Jan. 13 President Ibrahim 
Mainassara declared that there was “no room in 
democracy for disorder”. 


The Interior Ministry confirmed on Jan. 14 
that three opposition leaders had been 
formally arrested the previous day, having 
been under house arrest since Jan. 11. They 
were former President Mahamane Ousmane, 
Tandja Mamadou and Mahamadou Issoufou; 
all three had stood against Mainassara in the 
July presidential elections [see p. 41178]. 


@ Last article pp. 41400-01; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


MALI 


Announcement of electoral 
timetable 


On Jan. 17 details of the timetable for the 
forthcoming elections were announced, with 
legislative elections due to be held over two 
rounds on March 9 and March 23. Presiden- 
tial polls were scheduled for May 4, with 
May 18 set aside for a run-off contest, should 
it be required. The elections were to be su- 
pervised by an Independent National Elec- 
toral Commission (CENI). 


The National Assembly had approved a new elec- 
toral code on Jan. 9, and at the same time sanc- 
tioned an increase in the number of deputies from 
116 to 147. The opposition alliance, the Rally of 
Patriotic Forces (RFP), had announced that it 
would contest the elections, even though it re- 
jected the new electoral code on the grounds that it 
had been adopted with insufficient consultation. 
The rival Front for Change and Democracy (FCD) 
opposition grouping had voted for the new code. 


@ Last article pp. 41402; 41306; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


MAURITANIA 


Government changes 


A Cabinet reshuffle on Jan. 6 saw the dis- 
missal of Foreign Minister Lemerabottt Sidi 
Mahmoud Ould Cheikh Ahmed and Interior 
Minister Dah Ould Abdeljelil. No explana- 
tion was given for the changes. 


The portfolios affected were as follows: 
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*Sidi Ould Khliva Foreign Affairs and Co- 
operation 

+Baba Ould Alewa Interior, Post and 
Telecommunication 


*Sgheyer Ould M’Bare National Education 
+Baba Ould Sidi Civil Service 
+Sow Abou Demba Trade and Tourism 


+Mohammed Mahmoud Ould Dahmane Health 
and Social Affairs 


*New appointment. 


+Altered responsibilities. 


i Last article p. 41306; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


THE GAMBIA 


Legislative elections 


Legislative elections, postponed from De- 
cember [see p. 41355], were held on Jan. 2 
and resulted in a victory for President Yahya 
Jammeh’s Patriotic Alliance for Reorienta- 
tion and Construction (PARC). The elections 
marked the return of civilian rule following 
the 1994 military coup [see p. 40091]. [For 
constitutional referendum in August 1996 
and the presidential election in September, 
see pp. 41216-17; 41258.] 


The PARC won 33 of the 45 elected seats, giving 
it more than the two-thirds majority required to 
make constitutional changes. (The Constitution 
provided for the president to appoint a further four 
members, one of whom would serve as Speaker.) 
In five constituencies, its candidates did not face 
challengers. In most constituencies the opposition 
put up a single candidate, forming a united front 
around the United Democratic Party, led by 
Ousainou Darboe, who had been Jammeh’s 
nearest rival in the September presidential 
elections [see p. 41258]. The tumout was 
estimated at 73 per cent. 


Gambian legislative election results 


Party Seats 


Patriotic Alliance for Reorientation and 
Construction 33 


United Democratic Party 
National Reconciliation Party 2 


Democratic Organization for Independence 
and Socialism 


independents 


Total elective seats 


The first session of parliament was held on Jan. 16 
when Mustapha Wadda, hitherto secretary-general 
to the government and head of the civil service, 
was elected as the Speaker. 


@ Last article p. 41355; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


LIBERIA 


Difficulties of disarmament 
process 


The disarming of fighters belonging to the 


various warring factions progressed slowly 
during January, amidst growing doubts that 
the process could be completed by the Jan. 
31 deadline laid down by the August Abuja 
1996 peace agreement [see p. 41217]. 


Responding to a public outcry over the low turn- 
out of fighters presenting themselves at the 13 
demobilization centres, the National Disarmament 
and Demobilization Commission (NDDC) stated 
on Jan. 10 that the total number of fighters was 
23,416, instead of the previously estimated figure 
of 60,000. The earlier estimate had been arrived at 
by the African peacekeeping force, ECOMOG 
(Economic Community of West African States 
Monitoring Group), and UN officials, on the basis 
of submissions by the rebel factions. The largest 
of these, the National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL), led by Charles Taylor, had claimed to 
have 25,000 fighters; the Mandingo wing of the 
United Liberation Movement for Democracy in 
Liberia (ULIMO) had claimed 12,460; the Armed 

Forces of Liberia (AFL) 8,734; the Krahn ULIMO 
wing (ULIMO-J) 7,776; the Liberian Peace Coun- 
cil (LPC) 4,650; and the Lofa Defence Force 


(LDF) 750. 


By Jan. 30, UN officials said that 15,519 
fighters had been disarmed since the process 
had begun in November 1996 [see p. 41354]. 
Of these 3,397 were children and 1,028 
women. 


Resumption of Council of State 


On Jan. 17 the ruling Council of State held 
its first full meeting since October 1996, 
following mediation by the Nigerian Foreign 
Affairs Minister, Tom Ikimi. Council meet- 
ings had been broken off after Taylor had ac- 
cused George Boley, the LPC leader, of or- 
chestrating an attempt to assassinate him [see 
p. 41354]. 


@ Last articles pp. 41354; 41402; for 1996 key events 
see 1997 reference supplement. 


NIGERIA 
1997 Budget 
The Finance Minister Anthony Ani ann- 
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ounced a doubling of spending on the rural 
sector in the 1997 budget, details of which — 
were reported during the week commencing 
Jan. 20. 


Infrastructure, agriculture, water resources and ru- 
ral development accounted for 32.4 per cent of the 
N146 billion in expenditure (US$1.00=N22.00 as — 
at Jan. 24), with the health and education sectors 
also receiving higher spending allocations. De- 
fence spending, at N17.5 billion, represented 12.0 
per cent of the total, compared with 10.9 per cent 
in 1996. 


The overall rise in spending, from N142 bil- 
lion in 1996, was to be financed by a US$1 
rise to US$17 per barrel in the estimated 
price of oil. In his report, Ani said that a sur- 
plus from the higher-than-expected oil prices 
in 1996, had led to a rise in foreign exchange 
reserves from US$1.44 billion to US$4.09 
billion. He projected 1997 oil production at 
2.04 million barrels per day, yielding revenue 
of more than US$11 billion, an increase of 
13.5 per cent over 1996. 


Bomb explosions in Lagos 


Two soldiers died and 29 others were 
wounded on Jan. 7 by a bomb which deto- 
nated as their army bus passed a bus stop in 
Lagos. Two civilians were also injured in the 
attack. Two bombs had exploded in the city 
during December, apparently aimed at Col. 
Muhammad Marwa, the military administra- 
tor of Lagos and close aide of Gen. Sani 
Abacha, the country’s military ruler. No one 
claimed responsibility for the attacks. 


@ Last article p. 41354; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


GABON 
Landslide victory for PDG 


Official results released in January confirmed 
that the ruling Gabonese Democratic Party 
(PDG) had won a landslide victory in the 
legislative elections, taking 82 seats in the 
120-member National Assembly. The first 
round of the elections had taken place on 
Dec. 15, with second-round voting in most 
constituencies on Dec. 29 and the final nine 
seats decided on Jan. 12. 


In first-round elections for the new Senate on Jan.- 
26, the PDG won 44 seats in the new 91-member 
upper house. The second round was scheduled for 
Feb. 9. 
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| Results of the Gabonese National 
Assembly elections 


Party 

Gabonese Democratic Party 
National Rally of Woodcutters 
Gabonese Progress Party 

Circle of Liberal Reformers 
Gabonese Socialist Union 

ADR* 

African Forum for Reconstruction 
Circle for Renewal and Progress 

._| Congress for Democracy and Justice 


Lo ee ee oe oe D> °°) 


Gabonese People’s Union 
National Rectification Movement- 
Originals 

Rally for Democracy and Progress 
Independents 

Total 


*Expansion unknown. 


In mayoral elections held on Jan. 19 Fr Paul Mba 


Abessole, leader the main opposition National 
Rally of Woodcutters (RNB), was elected Mayor 
of Libreville. 


Re-appointment of Obame- 
Nguema as Prime Minister 


On Jan. 28 Paulin Obame-Nguema, having 
been re-appointed Prime Minister earlier in 
the day, named a largely unchanged Cabinet. 
[For full Cabinet list see February issue] 


@ Last article p. 41401; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


MADAGASCAR 


Return of Ratsiraka 


Former military dictator Didier Ratsiraka was 


proclaimed President on Jan. 31 having won 
the second round of the presidential election 
held on Dec. 29. Official results gave Rat- 
siraka 50.71 per cent of the vote compared 
with 49.29 per cent won by Albert Zafy. The 
turnout was 49.66 per cent. Ratsiraka had 
been head of state from 1975 until his defeat 
by Zafy in presidential elections in 1992-93 
[see pp. 39182; 39229; 39308-09]. 


The prolonged wait for the publication of the 
results had caused considerable tension, with both 
camps claiming victory. On Jan. 4, Zafy, who had 


been impeached in September 1996 [see p. 
41254], alleged that the poll had been subject to 
vote-rigging and demanded a recount. These 
allegations were rejected by Ratsiraka. 


@ Last article p. 41401; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


IN BRIEF 


CONGO: In early January details became 


available of the 1997 fiscal year budget presented 
by the Prime Minister Charles David Ganao on 
Dec. 15; it provided for expenditure of 493.926 
billion francs CFA (US$1.00= 519.880 francs 
CFA as at Dec. 31, 1996) 120.226 billion francs 
CFA up on the previous year, with large 
allocations going to health, primary education, 
agriculture and the 1997 presidential elections. 


GHANA: Jerry Rawlings was swom in as 
President on Jan. 7 for his second term; among 
the foreign guests attended the ceremony were 
Nigerian head of state Gen. Sani Abacha and 
Louis Farrakhan, the controversial black leader of 
the US-based Nation of Islam. 


GUINEA: In early January details became 
availble of the 1997 draft budget adopted by the 
Cabinet on Dec. 3; it envisaged revenue of 517.98 
billion Guinea francs and expenditure of 951.69 
billion Guinea francs (US$1.00=1000.00 Guinea 
francs as at Dec. 31, 1996). 


UNITED STATES 
Inauguration of Clinton 


William (Bill) Jefferson Clinton was 
inaugurated as President of the USA on Jan. 
20. Clinton took the oath of office, 
administered by Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist, on the steps of the Capitol at five 
minutes past noon on Jan. 20. His Vice- 
President, Albert (Al) Gore, was sworn in a 
few minutes earlier. 


Although generally well received, the tone of 
Clinton’s 22-minute inaugural address 
reflected the limitations on presidential 
power which he had encountered during his 
first term. Whereas in his first inaugural 
speech in 1993 [see pp. 30260-61] he had 
emphasized the “power of government”, this 
time he spoke of the need for “a government 
humble enough not to try to solve all our 
problems”. Emphasizing empowerment 
rather than direct government intervention, 
The President called for “a government 
strong enough to give us the tools to solve 
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GUINEA-BISSAU: Radio Finance International 
reported on Jan. 1 that the Lusophone Guinea- 
Bissau would enter the franc zone in May, 
abandoning the local peso for the CFA franc. - 


MALAWI: Kamudoni Nyasulu, the Director of 
Public Prosecutions, said on Jan. 27 that former 
President Hastings Kamazu Banda was to be 
charged with embezzling £5,500,000 of 
government funds. The alleged fraud was 
connected with the establishment of the Kamazu 
Academy, a school based on Eton, an elite English 
private school. 


TANZANIA: A senior central bank official 
announced on Jan. 21 that the National Bank of 
Commerce (NBC), the largest state-owned bank, 
was to be split in three as part of reforms of the 
financial sector. Officials said that the three banks 
(working the trade, regional rural and micro- 
finance sectors) would improve the standard of 
Tanzania’s banking. 


COMESA: On Jan. 19 the Common Market for 
Eastern and Souther Africa (COMESA) sus- 
pended its executive secretary Bingu wa 
Mutharika following allegations of financial ir- 
regularities. A report on the investigation into the 
charges was expected to be made to a COMESA 
summit scheduled for March. 


our problems for ourselves”, and one which 
“lives within its means and does more with 
less.” 


He backed the idea of a balanced budget, but 
stressed the need to achieve this without 
sacrificing traditional US values. Reflecting the 
need to work with a Congress dominated by the 
Republicans, he went on to urge reconciliation and 
a “new spirit of community”. He called for an end 
to political bickering, and said that it would be 
wrong “to waste the precious gift of time on 
acrimony and division”. 


Technocratic and centrist in ‘tone, the president’s 
address stressed the importance of information 
technology and the internet as “a bridge to the 
21th century”, a metaphor which had been central 
to his re-election campaign. Another important 
theme of the speech was the need to defeat racial 
intolerance. The inauguration coincided with a 
national holiday to honour Martin Luther King, 
the black civil rights leader murdered in 1968 [see 
p. 22687]. Speaking of the "constant curse" of 
racism”, Clinton noted that "these forces hearly 
destroyed our nation in the past. They plague us 
still." 


The inaugural celebrations, which lasted for three 
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days and which ended Jan. 20, were estimated to 
have cost US$30 million. 


, 


Continued controversy over 
campaign finance 


In the wake of the most expensive set of 
elections in history—an estimated US$1.6 
billion was spent on the 1996 presidential 
and congressional campaigns—and months 
of controversy over elements of both 
Democratic and Republican campaign 
funding, the President on Jan. 21 announced 
tougher regulations on the sources of 
Democratic Party funding. 


These included a ban on the acceptance by the 
party of contributions from foreign citizens and 
corporations, including US subsidiaries; a ceiling 
of US$100,000 on donations from any one 
individual in a given year; and close scrutiny of all 
donations greater than US$5,000. He also 
advocated the elimination of “soft” money 
contributions—i.e. those made to a political party 
(and, therefore, subject to fewer controls) but then 
passed on to individual candidates. (It was 
estimated that in the 1996 presidential and 
congressional elections the Republicans had raised 
US$141 million and the Democrats US$122 
million from “soft” donations). 


On Jan. 28 Clinton also admitted "making 
mistakes" by allowing the participation of White 
House and federal officials in fund-raising "coffee 
mornings" during the 1996 election campaign. At 
the same time he committed himself to the 
enactment of a bill to reform campaign finances. 
The President stated at the first press conference of 
his second term—which was dominated by the 
issue of campaign financing—that "we must all 
share responsibility for the excesses. I take mine." 
Particular concern had been caused by the 
revelation that 17 top US bankers had had an 
audience with the President at a White House 
meeting at which campaign officials were also 
present. In total, 103 coffee mornings had been 
held at the White House between January 1995 
and August 1996. 


Louis Freeh, the Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), informed 
Congress on Jan. 29 that he had assigned a 
25-member team to investigate the economic 
and national security implications of the role 
of John Huang, the Asian fund-raiser who 
acted as an intermediary between Asian 
donors and the Democrats [see p. 41309]. 


Huang, a former employee of the Indonesian 
Lippo Group, was later employed by the 
Commerce Department and then by the 
Democratic Party as a fund-raiser. The FB] was 
concemed that he might have used his position to 
gain access to commercially sensitive 
information concerning China. Huang was also 
implicated in another allegedly questionable deal 
involving federal assistance for a scheme to 
purchase avideo store in Bangkok, in 


retum for a donation of US$200,000 to the 
Democrats in 1996. Also implicated in the 
purchase was Maria Haley, a director of the 
federal Export-Import Bank (EXIMBANK), an 
Arkansan and long-standing associate of the 
President. 


Donations to the Republican Party also came 
under scrutiny when it emerged during the course 
of the month that the Republicans had charged 
corporate donors for special services, including 
the monitoring of proposed legislation and the 
employment of dedicated staff at party 
headquarters to promote the donor’s interest. 


Progress of Paula Jones sexual 
harassment case 


Lawyers acting for former Arkansas state 
employee Paula Corbin Jones asked the 
Supreme Court on Jan. 13, in an hour-long 
hearing, to compel President Clinton to 
answer, while still in office, a US$700,000 
civil lawsuit for defamation and violation of 
her civil rights. The case related to an alleged 
incident of sexual harassment against Jones 
which had occurred when Clinton was 
Governor of Arkansas in 1991 [see p. 
40092]. 


The suit had been postponed until after the 
presidential election by a Supreme Court ruling in 
June 1996 [see pp. 41133-34]. This date having 
passed, attorneys acting for Jones urged the Court 
to allow the case to proceed forthwith, as had been 
ordered by a federal appeals court in January 1996 
[see p. 40893.], rather than being postponed until 
Clinton had completed his term of office as 
demanded by the President’s lawyers. Clinton’s 
attorneys cited as a precedent the 1982 ruling in 
Richard M. Nixon v. Fitzgerald which had granted 
a sitting president immunity from civil suits 
arising from his actions while in office. They 
argued that forcing an incumbent president to fight 
a civil suit would disrupt the good governance of 
the country. However it remained far from certain 
that the Fitzgerald precedent was applicable since 
the events in the Jones case had occurred prior to 
the President attaining office and, even had 
Clinton been President at the time of the alleged 
incident, it would not have constituted a legitimate 
duty of his office. 


Lawyers for Jones cited the ruling in United States 
of America vy. Richard M. Nixon [see p. 26645] 
which had established that executive privilege was 
not absolute, and did not override the 
requirements of the criminal law. Extrapolating 
from this ruling, they made the case that executive 
privilege could not override the requirement of a 
president to face a civil action. 


The Supreme Court was expected to rule on the 
matter before July 1997. Many observers felt that 
the most likely outcome was for a compromise 
which would defer the trial until after the Presi- 
dent had left office, but would to allow the gath- 
ering of evidence prior to this. Commentators 
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also considered that there remained a possibility 
that the case would be concluded by an out-of- 
court settlement. 


Convening of 105th Congress 


The 105th congress, elected in November — 
1996, convened on Jan. 7. Two of the first 
acts of the new Congress were to elect a 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
to embark upon Senate confirmation hearings 
for Cabinet nominations [for Clinton Cabinet 
nominations see p. 41402]. 


During the course of the month, Senate confirma- 
tion hearings proceeded without any significant 
developments. On Jan. 22 Madeleine Albright, 
prospective Secretary of State, and William S. Co- 
hen, the President's choice for Secretary of De- 
fence, were both unanimously confirmed by 99 
votes to nil in the full Senate. The uncontroversial 
hearings drew a favourable comparison with the 
beginning of the President's first term, when Sen- 
ate hearings had forced the withdrawal of Zoe 
Baird, Clinton's nominee for Attorney General 
[see p. 39261]. 


However, the Senate decided on Jan. 31 to 
postpone a decision on the candidatures of Alexis 
Herman (prospective Labour Secretary) and 
Anthony Lake (nominated as CIA Director) until 
the outcome of enquiries into ethics allegations 
had been completed. It was alleged that. Herman 
had improperly involved officials in political 
affairs while serving as Director of the White 
House Office of Public Liaison, and that Lake had 
been involved in the illegal shipment of arms to 
Bosnian Muslims during the civil war in former 
Yugoslavia. In addition there was a Justice 
Department investigation into Lake's failure to 
divest himself of energy shareholdings in order to _ 
avoid a potential conflict of interest upon his 
appointment as National Security Adviser in 1993. 


Re-election of Newt Gingrich as 
Speaker of the House 


Newt Gingrich narrowly secured re-election 
as Speaker of the House of Representatives 
on Jan. 7, the first day ‘of the new Congress. 
In so doing he became the first Republican in 
68 years to serve a second consecutive term 
as Speaker. He achieved the feat despite his 
admission that he had improperly used tax- 
exempt charitable donations to fund a 
politically partisan college course, and had 
attempted to mislead Congress over the affair 
[see p. 41403]. 


Gingrich won 216 votes compared with 205 cast 
for the Democratic candidate Richard Gephardt, 
the House Minority Leader. Four Republicans 
voted against Gingrich including Jim Leach the 1 
Republican chair of the House banking and- 
financial services committee, who himself 
attracted two votes. Leach cast his vote in favour 
of Robert Michel the former Republican Minority 
Leader. Six members, including five Republicans, 
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effectively abstained by voting "present", and four 
members were absent or did not vote. It was the 
first occasion in recent history that a Speaker had 
been elected by a majority of those present rather 
than by a majority of all 435 members. 


- Following his re-election, Gingrich told a packed 
House that he was sorry for his ethical lapses, and 
that “to the degree I was too brash, too self- 
confident or too pushy, I apologize." 


Notwithstanding his re-election, the consensus’ 


was that Gingrich's power had been considerably 
reduced from its pinnacle in 1995. Observers felt 
that a significant amount of authority had shifted 
to Senator Trent Lott, the Republican leader in the 
upper house who was known to have a better 
working relationship with the President. 


Overshadowing  Gingrich’s re-election 

campaign was the uncertainty concerning the 
“punishment which the House ethics sub- 

committee would impose upon him. 


The sub-committee was scheduled to start its 
deliberations on Jan. 8, one day after the House 
voted for the new Speaker. A number of 
Republicans voiced their public unease over 
having to vote before the punishment was known. 
One Republican, Martin Forbes of Long Island, 
had by Jan. 2 stated that he would not vote for 
Gingrich, and there was a danger that enough 
Republicans could abstain to cause Gingrich's 
defeat. By Jan. 8 the number of Republicans who 
had stated on record that they would not vote for 
his re-election had grown to five, including Jim 
Leach. Amidst this climate of uncertainty, the 
suggestion that an interim speaker should be 
elected until the ethics committee had concluded 
its inquiry began to be taken seriously. In response 
the Republican leadership embarked on an intense 
lobbying campaign in favour of Gingrich’s 
candidacy. Despite some opposition within the 
party’s ranks, the campaign was aided by the lack 
of a serious alternative Republican candidate. 
Reassurance from Republican members of the 
ethics sub-committee that the Speaker would 
probably be reprimanded also helped secure his re- 
election since it became clear that Gingrich's 
admission of guilt and apology in December had 
been a form of plea-bargaining designed to secure 
a lesser punishment and that Republicans could be 
reasonably confident that they would not be 
voting for a candidate who would be forced to 
resign. 


On Jan. 10, three days after the House vote, the 
New York Times published the transcript of a 
conference call made in Florida on Dec. 21 
between Gingrich, his lawyer, and Republican 
leaders Tom DeLay and Dick Armey. The 
transcript suggested, but did not prove, that 
Gingrich had broken his promise of the same day, 
that he would not try to mount a concerted 
political defence against the sub-committee's 
findings. However, the leak of the illegally made 
recording backfired on the Democrats when the 
FBI announced that it was launching an 
investigation into the circumstances of the tape. 
The investigation led to the withdrawal from the 
Gingrich enquiry on Jan. 15 of Jim McDermott, 
the senior Democrat on the ethics sub-committee, 


who had been passed the tapes by two Democratic 
activists who had made the recording. It was 
alleged that the leak of the tapes to the New York 
Times had come from McDermott. 


Gingrich’s re-election meant that all 
leadership positions within the new Congress 
remained unchanged. 


Main office holders in 105th 
Congress 


Al Gore President of the Senate 

Trent Lott Senate Majority Leader 

Don Nickles Senate Majority Whip 

Tom Daschle Senate Minority Leader 

Wendell Ford Senate Minority Whip 

Newt Gingrich Speaker of the House 

Dick Armey House Majority Leader 

Tom DeLay House Majority Whip 

Richard Gephardt House Minority Leader 
David Bonior House Minority Whip 

Jesse Helms Chair Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee 

Strom Thurmond Chair Senate Armed Services 
Committee 

Pete V. Domenici Chair Senate Budget 
Committee 

William V. Roth Jr. Chair Senate Finance 
Committee 

Orrin G. Hatch Chair Senate Judiciary 
Committee 

Benjamin A. Gilman Chair House International 
Relations Committee 

John Kasich Chair House Budget Committee 
Bill Archer Chair House Ways and Means 
Committee 

Henry J. Hyde Chair House Judiciary Committee 
Floyd Spence Chair House National Security 
Committee 


[All committee chairs were Republicans.] 
Reprimanding of Newt Gingrich 


The House of Representatives on Jan. 21 ac- 
cepted the House ethics sub-committee's re- 
port into the illegal use of tax-exempt chari- 
table donations to fund a college course 
taught by Gingrich. Following the two-year 
investigation the sub-committee recom- 
mended an official reprimand and a fine of 
US$300,000. The full House voted in accor- 
dance with this recommendation by 395 in 
favour and 28 against, with five abstentions. 


The sanctions were the most severe ever 
imposed on a Speaker but fell short of a 
censure which, under House rules, would 
have forced Gingrich's resignation. The vote 
came after publication of a report on Jan. 17 
by James Cole, Special Counsel to the ethics 
committee, which found that Gingrich had 
breached the normal boundaries of 
congressional conduct and been guilty of 
seven separate offences. The punishment was 
negotiated between Gingrich and the full 
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House ethics committee on Jan. 17 in a 
closed session. 


The punishment administered by the House was 
not the end of the affair for the Speaker. At the 
end of the month he still faced the possibility of 
investigation and criminal prosecution by the 
Internal Revenue Service or the Justice 
Department. In addition, the issue of whether 
Gingrich would pay the fine personally or from 
campaign funds offered the prospect of further 
controversy. 


Commencement of Supreme 
Court euthanasia appeal 


The Supreme Court on Jan. 8 began hearing 
appeals from the states of ‘Washington and 
New York which were seeking to overturn 
lower federal court rulings that state laws 
which prohibited doctor-assisted suicide 
contravened the provisions of the 14th 
Amendment to the US Constitution. The 
court was expected to deliver its ruling on the 
issue in mid-1997. A total of 49 US states 
had enacted laws which specifically prohib- 
ited doctor-assisted suicide; the only state to 
have legislated to permit the practice was 
Oregon [see pp. 40270; 40673]. 


Further allegations of sexual 
harassment in the military 


It was reported on Jan. 14 that two of the 
four women cadets who had enrolled at the 
Citadel military academy in Charleston, 
South Carolina, in August 1996 had 
withdrawn from the college after alleging 
that they had been the victims of "criminal, 
sadistic and disgusting" harassment. 


Their withdrawal followed the suspension in 
December of a cadet and three student officers 
allegedly involved in the harassment of female 
cadets [see p. 41404], The two cadets, Kim Messer 
and Jeanie Mentavlos, complained that they had 
been subject to sexual harassment and other 
humiliating assaults. The attacks, which had 
occurred mainly in December, resulted in a total of 
11 cadets being charged with disciplinary 
offences. 


In an unrelated case, it was reported on Jan. 23 
that court martial proceedings had begun at the 
195-year-old elite West Point military academy 
for officer training, following an allegation of rape 
brought by a 20-year-old female cadet. The attack 
was alleged to have occurred in May 1996, and 
the case was believed to have been the first of its 
kind in the academy’s history. 


Bombing of abortion clinics 


The 24th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 
landmark Supreme Court decision which had 
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legalized abortion in the USA, was marked 
by an explosion near a Washington DC 
abortion clinic on Jan. 22. The small device, 
which injured one person, followed the 
bombing of clinics in Tulsa and Atlanta. 


The Atlanta bombing on Jan. 16 involved two 
devices which injured six people. The attack in 
Tulsa on Jan. 19 caused property damage but no 
casualties. Responsibility for both attacks was 
claimed by anti-abortion activists, although no 
group acknowledged responsibility for the 
Washington bomb. The attacks were the latest in a 
15-year campaign against abortion facilities in the 
USA during the course of which five people had 
been murdered, and clinics had been bombed, 
blockaded and set on fire in 28 states [see pp. 
40093; 40315]. 


Other criminal and security 
incidents 


The FBI warned of the danger of packages 
bearing Egyptian post marks on Jan. 3, after 
the discovery of nine bombs hidden inside 
musical Christmas cards. The identical 
bombs, posted in Alexandria on Dec. 21, had 
been posted to several targets including the 
Washington bureau of the al-Hayat Arabic 
newspaper [see pp. 41467.] 


A spate of shootings, at least two of which 
appeared to be random, claimed the lives of 10 
children and young people in the Miami area of 
Florida between Jan. 20 and the end of the month. 
The killings defied what appeared to be a national 
trend, reported on Jan. 7, whereby the murder rate 
in the USA dropped by 7 per cent in the first half 
of 1996. It was the third successive annual 
reduction and was attributed variously to harsh 
penal policies, the introduction of “zero tolerance” 
policing, and to the ageing of the country’s 
population. 


Announcement of proposed fed- 
eral assistance for WashingtonDC 


On Jan. 14 the President announced a pro- 
posed $4 billion five-year rescue package for 
the US capital. The plan entailed measures 
known to be favoured by the Republican 
leadership in Congress. 


Under the terms of the proposal, the federal 
government would cease to pay its annual $660 
million grant to the District of Columbia. 
However, it would accept varying degrees of 
liability for city responsibilities including the 
pension scheme for DC employees, the city prison 
and criminal justice systems, and the provision of 
health care for the poor. The measures were 
expected to add an extra US$339 million to the 
federal budget deficit between 1998 and 2003. 
The imposition of direct federal control in this 
manner would mark. the end of the limited 
autonomy which the District had enjoyed since 
1974, and represent a setback for its ambition to 
achieve full US statehood. 


In Brief 


An air crash involving a Brazilian built, twin- 
engined propeller-driven Embraer-120 commuter 
aircraft resulted in the deaths of 29 passengers and 
crew on Jan. 9. The aircraft, owned by Comair, 
crashed into a field and exploded while attempting 
to land in poor weather conditions at Detroit 
airport. 


Paul Efthemios Tsongas, 55, a former Senator for 
Massachusetts and a candidate for the Democratic 
presidential nomination in 1992, died in Boston on 
Jan. 18 from complications caused by cancer 
treatment. 


The trial of John du Pont the richest man ever to 
face a charge of first degree murder in the USA, 
began on Jan. 27 in Media, Pennsylvania. The heir 
to a fortune made from the chemical industry was 
accused of the murder of a former Olympic 
champion wrestler, David Schultz, on his estate on 
Jan. 26, 1996. The defence was expected to 
declare that du Pont was clinically insane at the 
time of the murder. 


@ Last article pp. 41402-04; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement 


CANADA 


Out-of-court settlement in 
Mulroney libel case 


The federal government and the Royal Cana- 


dian Mounted Police (RCMP) on Jan. 6 is- 
sued a formal apology to former Prime Min- 
ister Brian Mulroney, and agreed to pay pre- 
trial expenses—estimated at an $1,000,000 
(US$1.00=Can$1.38 as at Jan. 3)—incurred 
in his Can$50,000,000 libel suit against them 
which was due to have commenced that day 
[see p. 40816]. 


Mulroney began the legal action after it was 
revealed by official sources in November 1995 
that he was under criminal investigation for the 
alleged receipt of Can$5,000,000 in_ bribes 
following the purchase of 34 Airbus A-320 
airliners worth Can$1.8 billion by Air Canada in 
1988. In its apology the RCMP described the 
allegations against the former Prime Minister as 
"unjustified". 


Allegations of Canadian army 
brutality in Bosnia 


Concer about the quality of Canada’s mili- 
tary leadership was expressed following the 
release on Jan. 17 of details of an investiga- 
tion into the alleged sexual harassment and 
drunken abuse of patients at a mental hospital 


. 
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at Bakovici, Bosnia, in 1993 by Canadian 
military personnel. 


It was revealed that 47 soldiers of the 12th 
Armoured Regiment of the Canadian army faced 
disciplinary action in connection with the affair. 
The news coincided with reports that Lt.-Col. 
Roch Lacroix, a senior commander with the UN 
forces in Haiti, had been ordered home after 
allegations that he inappropriately drew his 
weapon after finding his way blocked by a 
vehicle. 


The revelations were the latest in a series of sexual 
harassment and brutality allegations to hit the 
Canadian military. These included harassment 
claims in regard to the army's first female infantry 
officer Sandra Perron, which had been reported 
Jan. 3, and allegations of torture by Canadian 
peacekeeping troops in Somalia in 1993, which’ 
had been the subject of an official inquiry [see pp. 
40349; 41311]. 


@ Last article pp. 41360; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


PERU 


Continued deadlock in hostage 


crisis 

President Alberto Keinya Fujimori and Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto of Japan held a 
crisis meeting on Jan. 31 in Toronto, Canada, 
in a bid to find a peaceful solution to the 45- 
day crisis in Lima where left-wing guerrillas 
continued to hold a group of hostages in the 
Japanese embassy [see pp. 41404-05]. Al- 
though further hostage releases had taken 
place during January, the month ended with 
no indication that that a settlement to the cri- 
sis was imminent. 


The Japanese government had _ reportedly 
requested the meeting with Fujimori in order to 
express concern for the 72 remaining hostages 
after recent police and military manoeuvres 
around the diplomatic compound had resulted in 
shots being fired by the 20 Tupac Amara 
Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) guerrillas 
besieged within the embassy. The 72 hostages, all 
who remained from an original party of more than. 
500 captured in December, comprised more than. 
20 Japanese citizens, including prominent 
businessmen and the country’s ambassador to 
Peru. The other remaining diplomat was the 
ambassador from Bolivia, where four MRTA 
members were serving prison sentences. The 
remainder of the hostages were Peruvians with 
close connections to the government and security 
forces. These included Foreign Minister Francisco 
Tudela, five legislators from the ruling Change 90- ~ 
New Majority (C90 - NM), Maxino Rincén, head 
of the counter-terrorism police, and Pedro 
Fujimori, the youngest brother of the Peruvian 
President. 
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Further hostage releases had occurred in January 
after negotiations involving the Red Cross and the 
Catholic Church. These had included a former 
chief of the police and counter-terrorism on Jan. 
17 and a sick deputy police chief on Jan. 26. 
_ Seven hostages had been freed on New Year’s 
Day. a 

Under strong Japanese pressure Fujimori had 
resisted the possibility of a commando raid to free 
the hostages. However, the fact that security 
around the compound was tightened in mid- 
January was widely seen as a sign that hard-liners 
in the government and the military who favoured a 
military solution to the siege were gaining ground. 
The government on Jan. 16 also rejected a MRTA 
demand for participation by the Guatemalan 
government—which had signed a peace accord 
with left-wing guerrillas in December [see pp. 
41406-07]—in talks designed to end the siege. 
’ The authorities also announced that all visits to 
MRTA prisoners in Peruvian prisons had been 
cancelled. 


This hardening of the government’s position had 
occurred after reports on the previous day that the 
MRTA leader, Néstor Cerpa Cartolini, had 
accepted .a government proposal to join a 
“commission of guarantors”. The commission, 
which was also to include representatives from the 
government, the Vatican and the International Red 
Cross, was conceived as a forum for negotiating 
the release of the hostages and the safe passage to 
a third country for the guerrillas. The future of the 
commission remained uncertain, however, as the 
MRTA leader was believed to have agreed to 
participate only on condition that the release of 
400 imprisoned MRTA members was on the 
agenda for discussion, a demand which was 
central to the guerrillas but which had been 
consistently rejected by the government. 


@ Last article pp. 41404-05; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


BRAZIL 
Presidential re-election bill 


The prospect of a second term for President 
Fernando Henrique Cardoso was raised on 
Jan. 28 when a special session of the Cham- 
ber of Deputies, the lower house of the Con- 
gress, supported a constitutional amendment 
bill which would allow him to stand for re- 
election. [For 1994 elections of Cardoso see 
p. 40225.] 


To become law, the bill, which also permitted the 
re-election of state governors and mayors, had to 
survive one further vote in the Chamber and two 
in the Senate. Subsequent opposition spoiling 
amendments to the bill were defeated in the 
Chamber on Jan. 29, including one which 
demanded that Cardoso resign six months before 
the 1998 presidential election ifhe were to stand 
as a candidate. 


The constitutional amendment had passed a first 
critical test on Jan. 15 when it was approved by 19 
votes to 11 by a special re-election committee of 
the Congress. Significantly, six committee 
members belonging to the centrist Brazilian 
Democratic Movement Party (PMDB, the largest 
party of the ruling coalition) endorsed the measure 
in defiance of a decision of taken a party 
conference on Jan. 12. A motion against the re- 
election proposal by the PMDB’s anti-government 
wing had been passed by the conference by 343 
votes to 229, although the motion was not binding 
on the party’s congressional deputies. The 
conference also instructed them to abstain from 
voting on the re-election amendment until Feb. 15, 
or after the completion of elections in the 
Congress for the presidencies of the Senate and 
Chamber. 


On Jan. 13 Cardoso had called on the PMDB to 
act more like an ally and less like an opposition. It 
appeared that the party was attempting to use the 
threat of opposition to the re-election bill in a bid 
to secure government support for its candidates for 
the two powerful congressional presidencies. If 
Cardoso were to have favoured the PMDB 
candidates, however, he risked alienating the 
Liberal Front Party (PFL)—the second largest 
grouping in the ruling coalition—particularly its 
candidate for the Senate presidency, Anténio 
Carlos Magalhaes, who was one of Cardoso’s 
closest allies. 


In order to neutralize PMDB pressure, some 
government ministers had reportedly advised 
Cardoso to take advantage of his high standing in 
opinion polls by requesting approval for his re- 
election bid in a national referendum. This option 
was also favoured by opposition parties who 
wanted to disrupt and delay any re-election bid by 
the president. 


Prospect of increased rural ten- 
sion 


A warning that Brazil faced the highest rural 
conflict in its history was made jointly on 
Jan. 20 by the leaders of the militant 
Landless Workers Movement (MST) and the 
Rural Democratic Union (UDR), a re- 
launched hardline landowners association 
[see p. 41266]. 


Interviewed in the same edition of the daily Jornal 
do Brasil, MST leader José Rainha Junior and 
UDR president Roosevelt Roque dos Santos 
likened themselves to opposing “generals” in a 
mounting rural war. Rainha insisted that land 
occupations would escalate and said that the MST 
was broadening its activities by participating in 
the struggle against government privatizations and 
the re-election of Cardoso who, he claimed, had 
held office in an unprecedentedly “favourable 
climate to implement agrarian reforms”. Roque 
dos Santos admitted that the UDR had used armed 
force against landless peasants, but claimed that 
the government had supported the MST by 


News Digest for January 1997 


expropriating land which the organization had 
occupied. He predicted that landowners would 
have to rely on the army as the federal police 
would be “overpowered” by the MST. 


As reported by Rede Globo Television on Jan. 13, 
the MST’s new aggressive strategy included the 
invasion of productive land near cities in order to 
win the support of urban workers, and the 
occupation of state properties about to be 
privatized, especially those of the huge Rio Doce 
Company conglomerate. The same station on Jan. 
16 reported the killing of three landless peasants 
by armed guards at the Santa Clara farm in 
Ourilandia do Norte, in the northern Amazonian 
state of Para. Police were reportedly searching for 
other bodies. 


Police on Jan. 10 began a two-week opera- 
tion to remove some 8,000 to 12,000 gold 
prospectors and loggers who were seriously 
threatening the environment of the Sarare In- 
dian reservation in Matto Grosso state, near 
the border with Bolivia, and the culture of its 
tiny Kathitaullu tribe. 


Severe storms 


Storms in the states of Minas Gerais and Rio 
de Janeiro left at least 65 people dead and 
nearly 20,000 homeless according to local 
media reports on Jan. 4-5. 


It was reported on Jan. 23 that heavy rain had 
flooded 11 towns in the southern Sdo Paulo state, 
leaving some 5,500 people homeless and at least 
30 missing. Some 3,000 were also left homeless in 
the neighbouring state of Parana. 


@ Last article p. 41405; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


ARGENTINA 


Government commitment to 
maintain parity of peso 


The government in late January confirmed 
that the parity of the peso with the US dollar 
would remain a mainstay of economic policy. 
The currency had been pegged to the US 
dollar since 1991 [see p. 38095-96]. 


According to the Financial Times on Jan. 31. the 
Economy Minister Roque Fernandez gave 
assurances that there would not be a devaluation 
for at least 10 years, and that investors tould 
subscribe without risk to a US$500 million, 10- 
year peso-denominated bond which Argentina was 
about to launch on the European markets. 
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Visit to Falkland Islands by Arg- 
entinian relatives - Relations with 
UK 


Relatives of Argentinian soldiers killed in the 
1982 war in the Falkland Islands made a 
controversial visit to a war cemetery on the 
islands on Jan. 20. 


The 15 relatives arrived at the UK military base at 
Mount Pleasant on a chartered flight from Rio 
Gallegos in southern Argentina. During their trip 
they reportedly had little contact with civilian 
residents on the islands. A second group of 
Argentinians was to make a similar visit in 
February. The only previous such contact had 
involved a visit by 375 relatives in March 1991 
under the auspices of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross [see p. 38096}. 


An agreement to resume full negotiations on 
a long-term fisheries accord covering dis- 
puted waters off the Falklands was reportedly 
reached during informal discussions on Jan. 
11-12 in the UK between Foreign Minister 
Guido di Tella and his UK counterpart Mal- 
colm Rifkind. 


The issue of the Falklands’ sovereignty was 
not discussed, but on Jan. 3 President Carlos 
Sat] Menem—in a communiqué marking the 
164th anniversary of the UK’s “illegal and 
illegitimate occupation” of the islands—had 
reasserted Argentina’s claim over the archi- 
pelago while also emphasizing its willingness 
to achieve a “peaceful, just and lasting” solu- 
tion to the territorial dispute. Menem later 
played down reports that he intended to ask 
the US government to mediate on Argen- 
tina’s claim, stating instead that he would 
merely ask for US assistance on the sover- 
eignty issue during the visit to Argentina by 
US President Bill Clinton in March. 


Murder of journalist 


The badly burned body of José Luis Cabezas, 
a leading investigative news photographer, 
was discovered on Jan. 25 in the beach resort 
of Pinamar, south-east of Buenos Aires. 


Cabezas, who had also been shot in the head in a 
Mafia-style execution, was on an assignment in 
the resort—frequented by government officials 
and jeading business people on holiday—for the 
weekly Noticias magazine, a publication known 
for its critical reports on Menem and other 
prominent figures. 


@ Last article p. 41406; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


CHILE 
New intelligence system 


The government on Jan. 6 announced the 
creation a national intelligence system. It was 
one of a number of measures designed to in- 
crease security and combat terrorism. 


The initiative was in response to widespread 
criticism of the intelligence services following a 
dramatic breakout on Dec. 30 by four members of 
the left-wing Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic Front 
(FPMR) from a maximum-security prison. The 
guerrillas were scooped from an exercise yard in a 
bucket hanging from a helicopter in the midst of a 
gun battle between their rescuers and guards. The 
escape provoked calls for the resignations of the 
Justice and Interior ministers. 


@ Last article p. 41266; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


URUGUAY 


Implementation of constitu- 
tional reform 


A constitutional amendment which reformed 


the electoral system came into effect on Jan. 
13. The new law, which simplified the pro- 
cedure for both presidential and local elec- 
tions, had been approved by the legislature in 
October [see p. 41317]. It was then endorsed 
in a plebiscite on Dec. 8 with 1,015,828 
votes cast in its favour and 930,288 against. 


@ Last article p. 41317; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


COLOMBIA 


Announcement of state of econ- 


omic emergency 


President Ernesto Samper Pizano bypassed 
Congress on Jan. 13 and decreed a state of 
economic emergency aimed at stemming in- 
flows of foreign currency and reducing the 
US$4 billion budget deficit. 


The emergency measures, to be introduced within 
20 days, included (i) a US$900 million reduction 
in public spending; (ii) the limiting of public 
sector pay rises to 13 per cent; (iii) the imposition 
of sales taxes in previously exempt areas; (iv) a 
crackdown on tax evasion and smuggling; and (v) 
a 6 per cent tax on foreign credits to control 
upward pressure on the peso. 
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Public sector unions and government critics 
expressed fears that the measures would imperil 
up to 19,000 public sector jobs and numerous 
social spending programmes. Samper warned in 
advance that the government would not be 
deflected from its course by strikes and protests, 
and said that without the emergency measures 
economic growth would be severely limited and 
unemployment would rise above its current level 
of 11.9 per cent. Opposition parties said that tax 
increases would only worsen the recession and 
claimed that the government’s loose fiscal policy 
in the past had been due to high public spending 
which had been sanctioned by Samper in order to 
bolster his weak political position. 


The collapse of international coffee and banana 
markets had exacerbated problems caused by an 
overvalued peso; since May 1996 the peso had 


risen from 1,060 to around 980 to the US dollar. | 


This had encouraged domestic financial 
institutions to buy dollars, which had left the 
Central Bank with a massive foreign currency 
reserve and had fuelled inflation, which was 
already running at 28 per cent per annum. The 
peso was also strengthened, to the detriment of 
exporters, by large inflows of foreign investment 
into the booming oil industry, and also by the 
actions of the Central Bank itself which had kept 
monetary policy tight and interest rates high in 
order to offset the government’s loose fiscal 
stance. 


Controversial sentences for drug 
barons 


Lenient prison sentences, imposed on two 
alleged leading drug barons on Jan. 17, were 
widely condemned at home and abroad, par- 
ticularly by the US government. Prosecutor- 
General Alfonso Valdivieso announced that 
he would appeal against the sentences which 
he described as “insignificant”. 


The brothers, Gilberto and Miguel Rodriguez 
Orejuela, were sentenced by a Cali judge to 10% 
and nine years’ imprisonment, respectively. They 
were alleged to have been responsible during their 
20-year reign at the head of the Cali drugs’ cartel 
for producing and smuggling thousands of tonnes 
of cocaine and heroin, murdering dozens of 
people, and engaging in high-level political 
corruption, including an alleged donation of 
US$6,000,000 to Samper’s 1994 presidential 
election campaign [see pp. 41089; 41138]. Both 
were expected to be freed from prison within four 


years as a result of remission for good behaviour, - 
prison’ work and the period served since their . 


arrests in 1995 [see pp. 40452; 40594; 40675]. 
Equally controversial was the judge’s decision to 
fine them a total of US$12 million when their 
accumulated wealth was thought to total several 
billion US dollars. 


Controversy over new Defence 
Minister 


President Samper insisted on Jan. 20 that 
Guillermo Gonzalez Mosquera would be 
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swom in as the new Defence Minister on 
Feb. 3 in place of Juan Carlos Esquerra Por- 
tocarrero, who was to be the new ambassador 
to the USA. 


_ US ambassador Myles Frechette warned that there 
would be a negative reaction from his government 
as a result of the “big blunder” of appointing a 
minister “with ties to drug trafficking”. Gonzalez 
Mosquera, the former ambassador to Venezuela, 
rejected the allegation but confirmed that he had 
met Justo Pastor Perafan, currently sought by the 
authorities for alleged drug trafficking and illegal 
enrichment, and had arranged a place in a Swiss 
school for one of Pastor’s sons whilst serving as a 
government official in Geneva. 


i Last article p. 41405-06; for 1996 key events see 1997 
_ reference supplement. 


MEXICO 


Rejection of additional election 
funding by opposition parties 


The country’s two main opposition parties 
were reported on Jan. 23 to have refused to 
accept extra public funding for election cam- 
paigns in 1997. The funds had been available 
following electoral reform legislation which 
was amended in November, against the 
wishes of President Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de 
Leon, by anti-reformist members of the rul- 
ing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) 
[see pp. 41360-61]. 


As reported in the Financial Times on Jan. 23, the 
centre-right National Action Party (PAN) and the 
centre-left Party of the Democratic Revolution 
(PRD) tumed down a total of US$43,000,000 of 
-public funding. The money had been offered after 
the Congress—dominated by the PRI—had 
amended Zedillo’s electoral reform bill to approve 
a 10-fold increase in funding for political parties 
[see pp. 41360-61]. Zedillo had waived his right to 
veto the PRI amendments to his bill and had 
argued that “adequate financing” of political 
parties was essential to prevent democracy being 
“corrupted by organized crime”. However, the 
opposition claimed that the disproportionate rise 
in funding was unjustified in a period of economic 
austerity. It also criticized the move as designed to 
preserve the PRI’s political domination, and as an 
attempt to undermine genuine electoral reform 
efforts which sought to limit official spending and 
allow opposition parties equal access to the media 
[see p. 41040; 41088; 41183]. Therefore, in an 
unprecedented act, the PAN refused to accept 208 
million new pesos [US$1.00=7.82 new pesos as at 
Jan. 24] (39 per cent of its total allocation) and the 
PRD rejected 128 million new pesos (33 per cent). 
PAN leader Felipe Calderén Hinojosa stated that 
his party relied on networks of volunteers and 
would manage without the extra funds which he 
suggested could be a “dangerous source of 
corruption”. 


Under the amended law, the PRI, the largest party 
in the Congress, received 873 million new pesos 
in funding, compared with the PAN’s 520 million 
new pesos and the PRD’s 388 million new pesos. 
The remainder of the total of 2.14 billion pesos 
was to go to smaller parties. 


Despite their joint stance on funding, Cal- 
der6n refused to countenance an alliance with 
the PRD to fight mid-term congressional 
elections in July, stating that Mexican de- 
mocracy would benefit from “clearly demar- 
cated parties”. PRD leader Andrés Manuel 
Lépez Obrador favoured such an alliance and 
had stated on Jan. 4 that a vital step in estab- 
lishing democracy would be the securing of 
an opposition majority in the Chamber of 
Deputies (lower house). 


Debt repayment to USA 


Three years ahead of schedule, the govern- 
ment on Jan. 15 repaid to the US government 
the final instalment of an emergency loan 
which had helped Mexico avoid defaulting 
on its foreign debt following the December 
1994 peso devaluation crisis [see p. 40316], 


The final US$3.5 billion repayment to the US 
Treasury was welcomed by the US government 
which had pledged up to US$20 billion in 1995 as 
part of the US$50 billion international rescue 
package [see pp. 40352-53; 40401; 41136]. 


The Central Bank also announced that an 
additional US$1.5 billion repayment had reduced 
Mexico’s outstanding debt to the IMF to US$11.5 
billion. At the height of the peso crisis, the IMF 
had lent some US$18 billion. Over the previous 
two years, Mexico had raised in excess of US$16 
billion on voluntary capital markets, some of 
which had been used to cancel the more expensive 
short-term US Treasury and IMF emergency 
credits. 


Release of alleged Zapatista 
rebels 


Seven alleged members of the Zapatista Na- 
tional Liberation Army (EZLN) were re- 
leased from a Mexico City prison on Jan. 3 
after a judge overturned previous convictions 
for terrorism, rebellion, conspiracy, manu- 
facturing explosives and possessing weapons 
reserved for the military. All of those re- 
leased denied being members of the EZLN 
and claimed that their arrest in February 1995 
had been on “trumped up” charges. 


Although the EZLN continued its anti- 
government campaign, there was consider- 
able speculation surrounding the nature of an 
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offer by the organization on Jan. 11-12 to 
hold a meeting with the government. 


The EZLN had withdrawn from peace talks in 
November [see p. 41361] and in a New Year 
statement, marking the third anniversary of its 
uprising in the southern state of Chiapas, the 
organization’s high command remained defiant 
and promised “no surrender”. However, in a 
second and more conciliatory message, it 
promised to consider “observations” by Zedillo 
which were reportedly contained in a letter to the 
EZLN’s leading spokesman Subcommandante 
Marcos in December. These were said to refer to 
an agreement covering indigenous culture and 
rights reached by both sides in February 1996 but 
never implemented [see p. 40946]. 


In a communiqué on Jan. 5, the rebel Popular 
Revolutionary Army (EPR), based in the 
southern state of Guerrero, accused the army 
of having taken part in recent criminal ac- 
tivities aimed at discrediting their movement. 


The EPR claimed that the army had trained special 
groups to impersonate guerrillas and that these 
were responsible for a number of violations 
against remote communities, including the rape of 
peasant women. The communiqué also asserted 
that the US armed forces were advising the army 
in counterinsurgency operations. 


@ Last article p. 41404; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


GUATEMALA 


Provision of international aid to 


assist peace accord 


A four-year international aid plan was signed 
in Brussels on Jan. 22 to support the imple- 
mentation of December’s peace accord which 
ended the 36-year civil war [see pp. 41406- 
07]. 


The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) was 
to contribute some US$800 million; the World 
Bank US$400 million; and the EU US$250 
million in grants. The government was also 
expected to contribute some US$700 million by 
increasing total tax revenues by 50 per cent above 
1995 levels. 


Chinese veto of UN observers 


In the UN Security Council on Jan. 10 China 
vetoed a US proposal to send 155 UN mili- 
tary observers to monitor the implementation 
of the peace accords. The Chinese decision 
appeared to be motivated by Guatemala’s 
diplomatic links with Taiwan. 
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Government changes 


A Cabinet reshuffle was announced on Jan. 
15; posts affected were as follows: 


+Héctor Cifuentes Mendoza Labour 
*Mariano Ventura Agriculture 

*Roberto Moreno Godoy Education 

*Carlos Garcia Secretary-General of the Presi- 
dency. 


*new appointment 
+altered responsibilities 


BB Last article pp. 41406-07; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


HONDURAS 


Government changes 


A Cabinet reshuffle was announced on Jan. 
8. Posts affected were as follows: 


*Luis Carlos Zelaya Communications, Public 
Works and Transport 


+Jeronimo Sandoval Natural Resources and 
Environment 


*Ricardo Arias Agriculture and Livestock 


*new appointment 
+altered responsibilities 


@ Last article p. 41362; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. ; 


NICARAGUA 


Inauguration of new govern- 
ment 


President Amoldo Aleman Lacayo of the 
right-wing Liberal Alliance (AL) took office 
on Jan. 10, together with a new Cabinet. 
Vice-President Enrique Bolanos later defined 
the priorities of the new administration as (i) 
to promote honest government and fight cor- 
ruption; (ii) to increase public confidence in 
the judiciary; (iii) to find legal solutions to 
the problems posed by the confiscation of 
property under the left-wing Sandinista Na- 
tional Liberation Front (FSLN) government 
(1979-1990); and (iv) to disarm the criminal 
bands operating in the north. 


The distribution of portfolios as at Jan. 10 
was as follows: 


*Lorenzo Guerrero Presidency 

*David Robleto Foreign Co-operation 

*Emilio Alv4rez-Montalvan Foreign Affairs 
*José Antonio Alvarado Interior 

*Esteban Duque-Estrada Finance 

*Cario de Franco Agriculture and Livestock 
*Wilfredo Navarro Labour 

*Edgard Quintana Construction and Transport 
*Carlos Quiiiones Health 

Humberto Belli Pereira Education 

*Jamilet Bonilla Social Action 

*Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Tourism 
*Roberto Stadthagen Environment and Natural 
Resources 

*Jaime Cuadra Defence 

* Julio Centeno Attorney-General 

*Noel Ramirez President of the Central Bank 


*New appointment. 


Prior to Aleman’s inauguration, the Supreme 
Court on Jan. 8 had declared null and void 80 laws 
passed by the outgoing National Assembly since 
Nov. 22. These included salary increases for state 
employees and a statute which gave the Assembly 
the power to elect the Attorney-General and the 
president of the Central Bank. The ruling was de- 
nounced by FSLN secretary-general Daniel Ortega 
Saavedra, whom Aleman had defeated in the Oc- 
tober 1996 presidential elections [see pp. 41311- 
12; 41361], and who called on the people to take 
to the streets in defence of “constitutional order”. 


On Jan. 9 Ortega also led a boycott of the new 
National Assembly by FSLN deputies in support 
of a demand that all the posts in the legislature 
should be elected by secret ballot, a procedure 
adopted by the previous Assembly but rejected by 
the Supreme Electoral Council (CSE). The boycott 
resulted in right-wing parties winning control of 
all key positions in the Assembly. However, fears 
of a full-blown political crisis faded when Ortega 
entered into a first round of dialogue with the gov- 
ernment on Jan. 16. 


Bi Last article p. 41361; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


CUBA 


Rejection of US financial assis- 


tance package 


President Fidel Castro on Jan. 29 dismissed a 


US suggestion that Cuba would receive sig- 
nificant financial aid in return for its adop- 
tion of a multiparty democratic political sys- 
tem. Addressing a rally in Havana, Castro 
said that it was “unworthy” to imagine that 
liberty and dignity could be purchased, and 
that there was neither strength nor money in 
the world “capable of turning us into slaves 


LS) 


again 


The US offer had been embodied in a report 
entitled “Support for a Democratic Transition in 
Cuba” which had been drafted by the US Agency 


. 
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for International Development (USAID). Released 
on Jan. 28, it had stated that it was “reasonable to 
project” that during a six-year period following 
the establishment of a transition government, 
Cuba would receive from US$4 billion to US$8 
billion from international financial institutions, 
multilateral agencies and individual countries. 


The US government had been required to produce 
the report by the 1996 Helms-Burton Act which 
had sought to tighten the US embargo on Cuba by 
penalizing foreign investors [see pp. 40992; 
41136; 41184; 41263; 41406]. The Act defined a 
transitional government as one which did not 
contain either Castro or his brother, Raul Castro, 
the Vice-President and Defence Minister. 


As forecast, US President Bill Clinton on 
Jan. 3 suspended for a further six months the 


controversial Title III provision of the - 


Helms-Burton Act which allowed US citizens 
to sue foreigners judged to have benefited 
from the use of former US property seized 
after the 1959 Cuban revolution [see pp. 
41184; 41406]. However, other provisions of 
the Act remained in force, including banning 
the entry into the USA of executives of com- 
panies using alleged confiscated assets. 


The EU on Jan. 6 announced that it would pursue 
its case against the Helms-Burton legislation at the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) on the grounds 
that it amounted to an extra-territorial application 
of US trade policy. 


Visit by Canadian Foreign 
Minister 


Canadian Foreign Minister Lloyd Axworthy 
visited Cuba on Jan. 21-23, the highest- 
ranking Canadian official to visit the island 
since 1976. 


Axworthy held talks with Castro and other Cuban 
officials before signing a 14-point agreement 
under which both countries agreed to broaden 
their co-operation on human rights and judicial 
procedures through joint seminars and exchange 
visits. The agreement ran counter to US efforts to 
isolate Cuba internationally, and distanced 
Canada—Cuba’s largest trade and investment 
partner—from an EU decision in December to 
make economic co-operation dependent on the 
progress of political reform. Axworthy stated that. 


he had requested the release of specific political. 


prisoners but on this, and on the issue of 
retaliatory action against Helms-Burton which was 
also discussed, no details were released. Cuba had 
announced punitive internal measures against the 
Helms-Burton Act in December [see p. 41406], 
and on Jan. 1 legislation had come into force 
which allowed Canadian companies punished 
under the Act to sue for damages in Canadian 
courts [see p. 41263]. 


@ Last article p. 41406; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 
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CARIBBEAN 


Relations between UK and Car- 


ibbean dependencies 


The UK’s Caribbean dependencies reacted 


negatively in early January to a British ini- 
tiative to invoke “reserve powers” to extend 
the authority of UK-appointed governors. 


The aim of the initiative was to counter increased 
money laundering—particularly in Anguilla, the 
British Virgin Islands, Montserrat and the Turks 
and Caicos Islands—by bringing the territories’ 
financial laws into line with money-laundering 
legislation adopted in the UK in 1994. Similar 
laws were already in operation in the Cayman 
Islands and were expected to be approved soon in 
_ Bermuda. 


In response to a letter from British Foreign and 
Commonwealth Secretary Malcolm Rifkind, the 
Chief Minister of Anguilla, Hubert Hughes, on 
Jan. 3 accused the UK government of “blackmail”, 
declaring that it was effectively forcing those 


SOUTH KOREA 


Continued strike action in re- 
sponse to new labour law 


The industrial unrest and street protests 


which had started in late December in re- 
sponse to the enactment of a new labour law 
[see p. 41408] continued for most of January. 


The government insisted that the new law—which 
was due to come into effect on March 1—would 
increase industrial competitiveness by ending job 
security guarantees. While President Kim Young 
Sam appeared to have some public support for the 
move, his decision to force the legislation through 
the National Assembly (the legislature) at a secret 
dawn session, in the absence of opposition 
members, was widely condemned. Meanwhile, 
union opposition to the legislation was increased 
by the government’s delay in easing restrictions 
on trade union activity, promised when South 
Korea joined the Organization for Economic Co- 
operation Development (OECD) in December [see 
p. 41408]. 


Continued strike action 


While the strike action was suspended over 
the New Year holiday period, the outlawed 
Korea Confederation of Trade Unions 
(KCTU) had threatened to resume action on 
Jan. 6 and the official Federation of Korean 
Trade Unions (FKTU) said that it would fol 
low suit on Jan. 13 unless the new law was 
repealed. 


dependencies into independence by threatening to 
remove the powers of local officials and to reduce 
their people to “second- and third-class” citizens. 
Rifkind’s letter had stated that the UK government 
was prepared to use reserve powers to enable 
governors to pass, veto or amend legislation if the 
local legislature refused to do so and if such 
legislation was necessary in the interests of 
“public order, public faith or good government”. 


@ Last article p. 41406; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


IN BRIEF 


PARAGUAY: The government confirmed on Jan. 


6 that a total of 236 officers loyal to former C-in-C 
Gen. Lino Oviedo had been retired since April 
1996 when Oviendo had staged an abortive 
rebellion. President Juan Carlos Wasmosy stated 
on Jan. 2 that judicial procedures against Oviedo 
were not exhausted despite the decision of an 
appeals court to acquit him [see pp. 41043; 41090; 
41224]. 


In the run-up to the KCTU’s Jan. 6 deadline, the 
government made efforts to avert a fresh round of 


strike action through a mixture of conciliatory 


statements and threats. In the former category 
were efforts to address worker concerns over the 
labour law, including a promise made by President 
Kim that the government would continue to “do 
its level best to assist in ensuring employment 
security and improving workers’ standard of 
living”. Less conciliatory, however, were reports 
on Jan. 5 that government prosecutors had 
summoned union leaders—including Kwon 
Young Il, head of the KCTU—for questioning, 
and had threatened to issue arrest warrants if they 
failed to appear. 


Notwithstanding the government’s efforts, the 
strikes resumed on Jan. 6, with the KCTU 
claiming that 190,000 workers, mainly in the car 
and shipbuilding industries, had withdrawn their 
labour. On Jan. 7 the strikes were reported to have 
spread to hospitals and broadcasting stations. 


President Kim vigorously defended the labour law 
at a news conference on Jan. 7, and rejected a call 
by the opposition to renegotiate the legislation. 
However, Kim conceded that there were “some 
misunderstandings” about the law on the part of 
the workers. Some aspects of the law, he said, 
were disadvantageous to either labour or 
management, but “both parties should accept them 
for the sake of the larger national interest”. The 
new law, he said, was modelled on those of other 
advanced industrial countries. [For more details of 
news conference see below]. 
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Issuing of arrest warrants for 
union leaders 


On Jan. 9 riot police surrounded the Myong- 
dong Catholic cathedral in Seoul, where 
Kwon and other strike leaders had been 
camping while directing the industrial action. 
Police also raided the KCTU headquarters 
and trade union bases in a number of facto- 
ries. In the most violent clashes since the un- 
rest had begun in December, police fought 
running battles with students in the area 
around the cathedral. On Jan. 10 a worker 
was badly injured after setting himself alight 
in protest at the labour laws during a clash 
between strikers and riot police in Ulsan. 


A court in Seoul issued arrest warrants for 20 trade 
union leaders, including Kwon, on Jan. 11. On the 
same day Lee Hong Koo, chair of the ruling New 
Korea Party (NKP), proposed holding a televised 
debate on the labour law to _ correct 
“misunderstanding of the laws’ content”. At first 
Kwon rejected Lee’s offer as a “propaganda ploy”, 
but he later accepted the challenge. However, 
government officials then said that they could not 
guarantee Kwon’s freedom from arrest if he left 
the cathedral to participate in the debate. After a 
series of further clashes between police and 
strikers, on Jan. 15 the authorities sealed off the 
cathedral, where at least seven union leaders had 
taken sanctuary. 


Signs of a possible compromise emerged on Jan. 
19 when the KCTU announced that it would 
temporarily limit its campaign of industrial action 
to Wednesdays. However, Kwon warned that full 
industrial action would resume on Feb. 18 if the 
government continued to refuse to countenance a 
significant modification of the labour law. This 
represented something of a concession by Kwon 
who had previously insisted on a complete repeal 
of the bill. In response to Kwon’s conciliatory 
gestures, government prosecutors said they would 
postpone attempts to arrest the union leaders in the 
Myongdong cathedral. 


Meeting between President Kim 
and opposition leaders - Agree- 
ment to revise labour law 


On Jan. 21 President Kim held a meeting 
with the leaders of the country’s main politi- 
cal parties to discuss the labour law. Attend- 
ing the meeting were: Kim Dae Jung, leader 
of the main opposition party, the centre-left 
National Congress for New Politics; Kim 
Jong Pil, leader of the opposition United Lib- 
eral Democrats; and Lee Hong Koo, chair of 
the NKP. All three party leaders were ex- 
pected to be candidates in the December 
1997 presidential election. 


During the meeting President Kim agreed to revise 
the labour law. He called for parliamentary 
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negotiations to rewrite the law, but refused 
opposition demands for its annulment, claiming 
that such a move would be unconstitutional. Kim 
also accepted opposition demands to suspend the 
arrest warrants issued against the union leaders. In 
another important concession, President Kim also 
agreed to revise a law, passed at the controversial 
Dec. 26 National Assembly session, which had 
given new investigative powers to the intelligence 
services. 


Kim Dae Jung described the meeting as having 
“made important progress”, and praised the 
President for “his determination to find a solution” 
to the dispute. Kim Jong Pil, however, 
characterized the meeting as a “failure” on the 
grounds that “nothing was resolved or agreed 
properly”. 


The President’s compromise represented a sharp 
retreat from his previous firm stance on the labour 
law. Nevertheless, union leaders said they would 
continue limited strike action until an agreement 
on the revision of the law was reached. 


OECD rebuke over labour laws 


South Korea was rebuked by the OECD on 
Jan. 23 . In an unprecedented censure, OECD 
Secretary-General Donald Johnston stated 
that the South Korean government’s labour 
reform, as it stood, did “not fully meet the 
commitments made by the Korean govern- 
ment concerning freedom of association and 
collective bargaining”. 


A team of four international trade union 
representatives, including one from the OECD, 
had left the country on Jan. 16 after being warned 
by the government that a meeting with strike 
leaders could result in their deportation. 


Establishment of presidential 
commission on restructuring of 
financial industry 


At his news conference on Jan. 7, President 
Kim also announced the establishment of a 
new presidential commission to examine the 
restructuring of the domestic financial indus- 
try ahead of scheduled liberalization. 


The 31-member panel, consisting of businessmen, 
economists and financial-industry representatives, 
was inaugurated in late January. It was headed by 
Park Seong Yawng, the former chair of the Kumho 
industrial group, and was due to report before the 
end of 1997. 


Bankruptcy of Hanbo 


On Jan. 23 bankruptcy proceedings were 
started against Hanbo, the steel and con- 
struction chaebol. It was the biggest corpo- 
rate collapse in South Korea in more than a 
decade and caused further embarrassment to 
President Kim’s administration, which had 
suffered a sharp fall in popularity owing to 


the anti-labour-law strikes. In an acknowl- 
edgment of the domestic problems which he 
faced, Kim announced on Jan. 28 that he was 
cancelling a trip to Europe scheduled for 
early March. 


Founded in 1974 as a construction company, 
Hanbo eventually expanded into other unrelated 
businesses, acquiring a steel company in 1989, a 
pharmaceutical company in 1993 and a mutual 
savings and finance company in 1994. In 1993 
Hanbo began building a massive steel plant which, 
when completed, was to be the fifth largest steel 
plant in the world. Although costs for the plant’s 
construction escalated from 2,700 billion won to 
5,700 billion won (US$1.00=843.50 South Korean 
won as at Jan. 3), Hanbo appeared to have little 
difficulty in securing extra financing for the 
project. Opposition parties claimed that President 
Kim’s administration had exerted pressure on the 
country’s banks—particularly upon Hanbo’s main 
creditor, Korea First Bank which, with 
shareholders’ equity of 1,800 billion won, had 
loaned almost 1,100 billion won to Hanbo—to 
provide loans in return for political donations by 
Hanbo to the NKP. Some opposition politicians 
were also reported to have suggested that one of 
Kim’s sons might have been involved in arranging 
loans for Hanbo. 


On Jan. 26 President Kim denied that he had 
accepted any political donations since coming to 
office in 1993. On the following day the 
government agreed to conduct a_ special 
parliamentary investigation into the collapse of 
Hanbo. The opposition immediately questioned 
the impartiality of the official inquiry, claiming 
that key justice officials were close political allies 
of President Kim. Nevertheless, the government 
rejected opposition demands for a bipartisan 
parliamentary investigation and the appointment 
of a special independent prosecutor. 


Police raided the home of Chung Tai Soo, 
Hanbo’s founder, on Jan. 28, and barred the heads 
of Hanbo’s main creditor banks from leaving the 
country. Chung had twice been convicted on 
cormuption charges involving the administration of 
former President Roh Tae Woo, although the last 
of two suspended prison sentences which he had 
received was quashed in 1996 by an appeals court 
on a technicality. Chung was arrested on Jan. 31 
and charged with embezzlement and fraud. 


On Jan. 29 the Office of Bank Supervision (OBS), 
the banking watchdog, launched an investigation 
into the five South Korean banks which had issued 
loans to Hanbo. The banks under investigation 
were: Korea First, Cho Hung, Korea Exchange, 
Bank of Seoul and the state-run Korea 
Development Bank. Lee Suk Chae, a senior 
presidential adviser for economic affairs, warned 
on Jan. 30 that the government would not bail out 
Hanbo’s main creditor banks. Lee said that the 
central bank “cannot and will not provide special 
loans to Hanbo’s creditor banks”. However, the 
Finance Ministry had announced on Jan. 28 that it 
would inject up to US$7 billion of emergency 
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funds into the banking system over the next week 
to avoid corporate bankruptcies in the wake of 
Hanbo’s collapse. 


lH Last article p. 41408; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


JAPAN 


Key policy speech by Prime 
Minister 


Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto delivered 


a key policy speech at the opening of the Diet 
(the Japanese legislature), on Jan. 20. Prom- 
ising an overhaul of the economic and social 


system, he called on the people of Japan to . 


be prepared to make the necessary sacrifices. 
The Guardian of Jan. 21 noted that Hashi- 
moto was heckled by the opposition and won 
scant applause from members of his own 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). 


In his speech Hashimoto pledged to reduce the 
budget deficit as a priority, and thereby rejected 
the largely unsuccessful efforts by his 
predecessors to promote economic recovery 
through increased expenditure. He restated plans 
to increase the consumption tax from 3 to 5 per 
cent [see pp. 41408-09] to avoid what he warned 
could be a collapse of government finances. “To 
lessen or postpone the progress of reform out of a 
fear of pain will not be allowed”, he said, and he 
called on each individual “to keep an unbending 
spirit and stand firm in the face of difficult times 
and possible failure.” 


Creation of new unified intelli- 
gence body 


On Jan. 20 the government unveiled a new 
unified intelligence agency, the Defence In- 
telligence Headquarters (DIH). Analysts 
claimed that the formation of the new entity 
was aimed at ending decades of fragmented 
intelligence gathering and reliance on infor- 
mation from the USA. 


The DIH brought under one umbrella group the 
five hitherto separate intelligence agencies of the 


army, navy, air force, the Defence Agency and the _ 


Japan Military Joint Staff Council. 


Developments in corruption and 
fraud scandals 


January saw further developments in the Izui 
corruption scandal which had erupted in No- 
vember, shortly after the formation of the 
new Hashimoto government [see pp. 41370- 
ae 
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The scandal had come to light on Nov. 7 when 
prosecutors arrested Junichi Izui, the owner of Izui 
Sekiyu Shokai, an Osaka oil wholesale company. 
He was detained on suspicion of having evaded 
tax payments on brokering fees involving 
Mitsubishi Oil Co., Mitsui Mining Co., and other 
companies. The case soon acquired political 
connotations when it emerged that Izui was a big 
donor of political funds. 


On Jan. 8 police arrested Takeshi Otsuki, a former 
senior official of Mitsubishi, and Masanori 
Kozuma, former deputy director of Mitsui Mining. 
Both were detained on suspicion of having 
conspired with Izui to help him receive 2.39 
billion yen (US$1.00=115.92 yen as at Jan. 10) 
from Mitsui Mining by issuing an unauthorized 
memorandum of guarantee. Izui, who had been 
detained since November, was also formally re- 
arrested on Jan. 8 on the same charge. On Jan. 9 

_ prosecutors raided the headquarters of Mitsubishi 
Oil in Tokyo in connection with the affair. 


In an unrelated corruption case, it was an- 
nounced on Jan. 14 that the trial of Yasuo 
Hamanaka, the former head of the non- 
ferrous metals department of the Sumitomo 
Corporation, who was alleged to have in- 
curred massive losses in unauthorized copper 
transactions, would open on Feb. 17 at the 
Tokyo District Court [see p. 41371]. 


Collapse of finance house 


On Jan. 16 All Corp, an independent con- 
sumer credit company, announced plans to 
liquidate by the end of March. All Corp’s 
president, Ubumi Sagara, said that the move 
was necessary because the company could no 
longer deal with its large amounts of non- 
performing loans, mostly to real estate proj- 
ects. Total liabilities were estimated at 
around 341 billion yen. 


The largest post-war collapse of a non-bank 
financial institution had occurred in October 1996, 
when Nichiei Finance Co., a Yokohama-based 
housing finance company, filed for bankruptcy 
with debts and liabilities of over 991 billion yen 
[see p. 41319]. All Corp and Nichiei were 
described by the Financial Times of Jan. 17 as 
“part of a new round of non-bank collapses”. In an 
earlier round, a number of jusen (housing loan 
companies) had collapsed [see pp. 41101-02; 
41147-48]. 


First payment to comfort women 


On Jan. 11 the Asia Peace National Fund for 
Women made the first compensation pay- 
ments to “comfort women” who had been 
forced to serve as unpaid prostitutes for the 
Imperial armed forces during the Pacific 
War. Seven South Korean women each re- 
ceived a lump-sum compensation of 


5,000,000 yen. The women also received a 
letter of apology from Hashimoto. 


The Asia Peace National Fund for Women had 
been established in July 1995 [see pp. 40645; 
41102; 41227-28]. Technically a private fund, it 
received government contributions and its creation 
was part of a wider plan of atonement announced 
in 1994. In June 1995 the fund agreed to make 
payments to some 300 surviving “comfort 
women” in South Korea, Taiwan and the 
Philippines. The South Korean government had 
162 women officially registered as former 
“comfort women”. A South Korean women’s 
group, the Korean Council for Women Drafted for 
Military Sexual Slavery by Japan, was strongly 
opposed to any compensation by the nominally 
private fund and demanded direct payment from 
the Japanese government. 


Tour of ASEAN countries by 
Prime Minister 


Hashimoto embarked on an eight-day tour of 
five of the seven member countries of the 
Association of South-East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) on Jan. 7. It was Hashimoto’s first 
major Asian tour since taking office in Janu- 
ary 1996 [see p. 40900], and was intended to 
reinforce Japan’s ties in an area in which 
trade and investment were increasingly im- 
portant. The ASEAN countries accounted for 
16 per cent of Japanese trade in 1996 and 
supplied 10 per cent of its oil and at least 80 
per cent of its natural gas. During his tour 
Hashimoto visited Brunei, Indonesia, Singa- 
pore, Malaysia and Vietnam. 


While in Singapore, Hashimoto delivered a speech 
on Jan. 14 in which he outlined a “Hashimoto 
doctrine” for the Asia-Pacific region. The main 
component of the doctrine was a call for regular 
summit meetings between Japanese and ASEAN 
leaders to discuss security, trade, investment and 
aid. During his speech, Hashimoto also called on 
the ASEAN nations to help China become a 
“constructive partner’ by encouraging its 
economic reform and by increasing dialogue with 
senior Chinese officials. 


@ Last article p. 41408-09; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


CHINA 


Concerns over health of Deng 


Xiaoping 


The Chinese authorities denied persistent 
rumours during January that the country’s 
"paramount leader", Deng Xiaoping, 92, was 


_ close to death. A Foreign Ministry spokes- 


man on Jan. 7 stated that there was "no big 
change” in Deng’s health. 
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According to The Independent of Jan. 2, two Hong 
Kong newspapers had reported that Deng—who 
was last seen in public in February 1994 and was 
believed to be suffering from Parkinson's 
disease—was seriously ill and had been placed in 
intensive care. The South China Morning Post 
claimed that Deng had suffered a "spell of 
unconsciousness" about once every week since 
early 1996, while Sing Tao reported Deng had 
been admitted to a military hospital in Beijing. 


The rumours were compounded by a 10-hour 
television series celebrating Deng's life and 
achievements which was screened in China on 
Jan. 1-12. Analysts interpreted the biographical 
series as a form of premature-obituary, as well as 
an attempt to signpost 1997 as an historic year for 
China as it would include the resumption of 
sovereignty over Hong Kong and the convening of 
the 15th congress of the ruling Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP). Broadcast by state 
television and, according to official figures, 
watched by about 220 million people (28 per cent 
of the 800 million Chinese with access to a 
television set), the 12-part series was also seen by 
commentators as reaffirming the position of 
President Jiang Zemin as Deng's chosen heir. In 
addition to prominently featuring Jiang, the series 
toured Deng's family home in Sichuan province, 
traced his early years as a student in France in the 
1920s and amplified his achievements as the 
architect of China's post-Mao Zedong economic 
reform programme. Several important but 
potentially embarrassing events were omitted: 
these included any mention of Deng's second wife, 
his participation in the anti-Rightist movement of 
1957, the disastrous Great Leap Forward, and the 
suppression of the pro-democracy demonstrators 
in Tiananmen Square in June 1989 [see pp. 36720- 
22]. 


Visit to France by Qian Qichen 


Foreign Minister Qian Qichen visited France 
on Jan. 10-12 for talks with French President 
Jacques Chirac, Foreign Minister Hervé de 
Charette and senior business executives. The 
visit was the first leg of an 11-day European 
and African tour which ended with Qian’s 
return to China on Jan. 21. 


It was agreed that the French President would pay 
a state visit to China in May 1997. Following the 
meeting with Chirac at the Elysée Palace on Jan. 
11, Qian said that he was "very happy with 
Franco-Sino relations" and believed that Chirac's 
visit would be "a tremendous success". The visit 
was seen as signalling the end of the tension 
which had arisen between the two countries in 
1992 when France had sold Mirage jets and 
missiles to Taiwan [see pp. 39190; 39217]. 


US report on human rights 
abuses 


In what appeared to be a pre-emptive step, 
the Chinese government rebuked the US ad- 
ministration for meddling in its internal af- 
fairs on Jan. 28, two days before a US State 
Department publication criticized China’s 
alleged human rights abuses. 
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The annual report on human rights, which covered 
193 countries and was released on Jan. 30, 
concluded that all critics of the CCP in China had 
been silenced, and that the “government in 1996 
continued to commit widespread and well 
documented human rights abuses, in violation of 
internationally accepted norms”. It was also 
announced in the report that the new US Secretary 
of State, Madeleine Albright, would visit China in 
February. 


Establishment of new anti- 
corruption office 


A new office with a brief to investigate major 
corruption was set up on Jan. 14. The Special 
Case Investigation Section (SCIS) was part 
of the Law and Discipline Department of the 
Procuratorate and, according to a Procurator- 
ate official, was established to target severe 
cases of neglect of duty by state employees, 
"violations of citizens’ rights, abuse of power 
and other major crimes”. 


Launch of Murdoch-owned Inter- 
net service 


An Internet service was launched on Jan. 15 
by News Corporation, the group owned by 
media tycoon Rupert Murdoch. The new 
venture, known as ChinaByte, was estab- 
lished in partnership with the CCP newspa- 
per, the People's Daily. The move followed a 
US$5.4 million information technology joint- 
venture deal between the newspaper and 
Murdoch's group in 1995. 


Around US$2.5 million was invested in the 
service, which followed the lifting of controls 
barring China’s users on the Internet's World Wide 
Web from access to foreign news sources. News 
Corporation was expected to recoup its investment 
from advertising, but analysts believed that the 
move was also an attempt by the media group to 
increase the reach of its Star satellite TV service 
via China's rapidly-expanding cable network. 
According to The Financial Times of Jan. 16, 
Murdoch had sought a foothold in China since the 
early 1980s, but had been frustrated by Chinese 
suspicions concerning his intentions. 


Snowstorms in western province 


The Xinjiang region was hit with the fiercest 
snowstorms for 30 years in January. Officials 
reported the storms killed at least 34 people, 
cut off a further 100,000 in their homes and 
killed almost 1,000,000 sheep. 


@ Last article p. 41410; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


TAIWAN 


Resignation of Soong as Taiwan — 


Governor 


Provincial governor James Soong offered his 


resignation on Dec. 31, 1996, in protest over 
the ruling Kuomintang’s (KMT) decision ef- 
fectively to dismantle the provincial govern- 
ment as part of a sweeping constitutional re- 
form package. President Lee Teng-hui had 
not formally accepted Soong’s resignation as 
of late January. Soong, 56, was one of the 
few remaining senior KMT officials born in 
mainland China. He was appointed as Gov- 
ernor in March 1993 [see p. 39365]. 


The existence of a separate Taiwan provincial 
government stemmed from the flight of the 
defeated KMT regime from the Chinese mainland 


in 1949. With the KMT insisting that Taipei was _ 


the capital of all China, the island of Taiwan was 
seen merely as one of the country’s provinces. The 
island’s province’s government covered all of 
Taiwan except for its two largest cities: Taipei and 
Kaohsiung. 


The plan to reform Taiwan’s government had been 
agreed at a bipartisan National Development 
Conference held in December, which had been 
attended by representatives from the KMT and the 
leading opposition—and pro-independence— 
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP). The decision 
to dismantle the provincial government with its 
100,000-strong workforce was taken largely for 
reasons of cost and efficiency. The provincial 
government had long duplicated the functions of 
the central and county governments and it was 
estimated that its elimination would save the state 
treasury an estimated NT$80 billion per year 
(US$1.00=NT$27.50 as at Dec. 31, 1996). The 
provincial government had also been in debt for 
many years—current estimates of its level of debt 
stood at 700 billion NT dollars—and had relied on 
central government to subsidize its annual 
spending programme of some 200 billion NT 
dollars. 


However, Soong’s subsequent resignation placed 
the reform proposals in jeopardy and threatened 
KMT unity. Analysts claimed that a realignment 
of Soong’s supporters in the KMT might prevent 
Lee from steering the reforms through the 
Legislative Yuan and the National Assembly. 
Conversely, Lee was not able to offer Soong any 
concessions to persuade him to retum to office 
because to do so would have threatened to 
undermine his power to effect further reforms. Lee 
had already agreed with the DPP at the National 
Development Conference to further proposals to 
strengthen the powers of the president and the 
Legislative Yuan, at the expense of the National 
Assembly and the Control Yuan, and the 
continued support of the DPP was essential if 
these reforms were to become law. 
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The reforms were denounced by the opposition 
Chinese New Party as a plot to promote Taiwanese 
independence and, thereby, an acceptance that the 
loss of the mainland was irreversible. 


Accord on restoration of sea links 
with China 


Unofficial representatives from Taiwan and 
China reached an agreement on Jan. 22 to re- 
store limited direct sea links across the Tai- 
wan Strait. The agreement was reached at a 
meeting of private-sector shipping-industry 
executives in Hong Kong. Pressure to find a 
solution to the 48-year ban on cross-strait 
trade had been mounting with the imminent 
handover of Hong Kong to China in July 
1997. : 


The initial agreement was to permit foreign- 
registered ships to ply the routes between the port 
of Kaohsiung in south Taiwan and the ports of 
Xiamen and Fuzhou in southem China from 
March 1997 onwards. Further details remained 
unclear, although Taiwan insisted that the routes 
would be used for transhipment only. Industry 
analysts said the first beneficiaries of the accord 
would be the shipping lines operating between the 
west coast of the US and China which were 
previously routed through Hong Kong at great 
expense. Port operators in Hong Kong reportedly 
played down the impending loss of shipments to 
Taiwan and claimed that increased economic 
activity in southern China would more than 
compensate for the loss. 


First joint-venture bank with 
China 


The Financial Times of Jan. 20 reported that 
the (Taiwanese) Central Bank of China had 
approved the establishment of the first joint- 
venture bank between Chinese and Taiwan- 
ese business interests in Shanghai. 


The First Sino Bank—a joint venture between the 
Shanghai Pudong Development Bank and an 
undisclosed group of Taiwanese businessmen— 
was due to open in Pudong, the financial 
development zone in eastern Shanghai. 


@ Last article p. 41368; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement, 


HONG KONG 


Appointment of Executive 
Council 


Shipping tycoon Tung Chee-hwa, who was 
elected Chief Executive of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) in 
December [see pp. 41409-10], unveiled the 
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membership of his Executive Council on Jan. 
24. The Council was predominantly com- 
posed of business and political figures with 
strong links with mainland China. 


- Only two, businessman Raymond Chi'en and 
housing authority head Rosanna Wong, had served 
in the current Executive Council headed by 
Governor Chris Patten. Five were selected from 
the 150-strong Preparatory Committee, the Sino- 
Hong Kong body created to oversee the transfer of 
sovereignty, and several were drawn from the 400- 
member Selection Committee, the electoral 
college established by China to elect the Chief 
Executive. Three of the councillors were members 
of the provisional legislature, the body voted in by 
the Selection Committee in December [see pp. 
41409-10] to replace the 60-member Hong Kong 
Legislative Council (Legco). Around half of the 
new Council was composed of businesspeople, 
including lawyer and former Stock Exchange chair 
Charles Lee, Henry Tang, chairman of the 
Federation of Hong Kong Industries and banker 
Anthony Leung. Tam Yiu-chung was the only 
trade unionist selected. 


First meeting of provisional leg- 
islature - Election of Speaker 


The provisional assembly for the HKSAR 
met for the first time on Jan. 25 in the south- 
erm Chinese city of Shenzhen. The controver- 
sial Beijing-backed assembly elected Rita 
Fan as its Speaker. She defeated Andrew 
Wong, the current President of the Legco. 


A senior Chinese official who attended the 
meeting, stated that the assembly would pass laws 
before the handover of sovereignty to China, but 
that these would not take effect before July. The 
decision was condemned by Democratic Party 
leader Martin Lee, who threatened to take legal 
action if the chamber engaged in formal law- 
making prior to the handover and described the 
assembly as "an illegal legislature in exile on the 
mainland". 


Release of imprisoned journalist 


Hong Kong journalist Xi Yang, who had 
_ served three years of a 12-year prison term 
[see p. 39960], was released by the Chinese 
authorities on Jan. 25. The decision to parole 
Xi, who was sentenced in 1994 for "stealing 
state secrets”, was viewed by some com- 
mentators as a political move designed to 
pacify criticism over reports on Jan. 20 that 
the Preparatory Committee had proposed re- 
pealing Hong Kong's 1991 bill of rights [see 
p. 38291] and other legislation covering the 
formation of political parties and peaceful 
demonstrations. 


The proposal was criticized by Patten who, in an 
interview published in The Financial Times on 
Jan. 22, condemned it as a "strike at the heart of 
Hong Kong's civil liberties" which threatened to 
"wreak enormous and irrevocable damage" on the 
territory. 


Controversy surrounding retire- 
ment of immigration chief 


Hong Kong's former director of immigration, 
Lawrence Leung, claimed on Jan. 10 that the 
government had forced him to retire from his 
post in July 1996 [see p. 41191]. Leung 
made his claim while giving evidence to a 
Legco select committee, formed to investi- 
gate allegations that he had passed confiden- 
tial immigration material to Beijing. It con- 
tradicted the official version of his departure 
which had cited “personal reasons”. 


Leung claimed that he had been summoned to a 


meeting on July 5, 1996, and told that the 
government had lost confidence in him and given 
him until 5 p.m. to decide whether to retire or face 
charges. His retirement was announced the 
following day. Called before the committee on 
Jan. 15, Civil Service Secretary Lam Woon- 
kwong, who had hitherto maintained that Leung 
had chosen to retire on personal grounds, admitted 
that the former immigration director had been 
forced from his post. Lam told the inquiry that 
Leung had been given the ultimatum because he 
was guilty of not disclosing certain business 
interests. Lam alleged that Leung had formed an 
advertising agency in China while "dealing with a 
lot of immigration matters" and had not revealed 
holdings in a company with assets of around 
US$40 million. 


Controversial US extradition rul- 
ing 


The Hong Kong government condemned a 
US judge's ruling on Jan. 7 that he would 
block a request for the extradition of former 
British-American Tobacco executive Jerry 
Lui who faced bribery and corruption 
charges in the territory. The judge justified 
his decision on the grounds that Lui could 
not be prosecuted before the Chinese take- 
over, and that the colony's legal system 
would not remain "sufficiently fair" after the 
transfer of sovereignty. 


Closure of detention camp 


Whitehead, one of Hong Kong's two deten- 
tion camps for Vietnamese migrants, was 
closed on Jan. 3. Around 500 inmates were 
sent to temporary quarters and another 1,000 
shipped to the High Island detention centre. 


Approval of new Hong-Kong- 
China road link - Opening of new 
UK consulate 


The Chinese government gave initial ap- 
proval on Jan. 16 for the construction of a 
27km bridge from the mainland to Hong 
Kong. The bridge was part of a plan to link 
the southern Chinese city of Zhuhai and the 
HKSAR with a six-lane highway. The project 
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was expected to be realized by 2004 at a cost 
estimated at around US$1.4 billion. 


A new $US50 million UK consulate-general 
building was opened in Hong Kong on Jan. 30. 
Known as the "British fort" by local residents, UK 
Minister of State at the Foreign and Common- 
wealth Office Jeremy Hanley said that the building 
was "a fitting symbol of the UK’s continuing 
commitment to Hong Kong". It was expected to 
become the largest passport-issuing office outside 
the UK and would employ a staff of 150 consulate 
employees and another 192 workers engaged by 
the British Council. 


@ Last article pp. 41409-10; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


PAKISTAN 


Formation of national security 
council 


The military was given a formal role in the 


political power structure on Jan. 6 after the 
caretaker government of Malik Meraj Khalid 
approved the establishment of a Council for 
Defence and National Security (CDNS). This 
was the first significant step to formalize the 
role of the military since the death of Gen. 
Zia ul-Haq in 1988. 


The CDNS was to be chaired by the president and 
would also comprise the prime minister, the 
ministers of defence, foreign affairs, and interior, 
the minister/adviser to the prime minister for 
finance; the chairman of the joint chiefs of staff 
committee; and the chiefs of staff of the army, 
navy and air force. The government insisted that 
its role would be advisory and that its decisions 
would not be binding on the Cabinet. It was to 
advise the government on a range of security 
issues including determining national security 
priorities; formulating and co-ordinating defence 
policy; and making recommendations on the 
imposition of emergency rule. The decision was 
endorsed on Jan. 7 by President Farooq Ahmed 
Leghari who chaired the first meeting of the 
CDNS on the following day. 


The creation of the CDNS was condemned by 
many opposition politicians, including Benazir 
Bhutto who had been dismissed as Prime Minister 
by Leghari in November [see pp. 41365-66]. On 
Jan. 8 Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani, Speaker of the 
dissolved National Assembly, accused the 
caretaker government of exceeding the limits of its 
authority. He said that the decision breached the 
1973 constitution and drew parallels with an 
unsuccessful attempt by Gen. Zia in 1985 to create 
a similar body. He also expressed the widely held 
view that the formation of the CDNS threatened to 
be a precursor for the declaration of emergency 
rule and the postponement of legislative elections 
scheduled for Feb. 3. This view was rejected by 
the government, which maintained that the 
elections would go ahead as planned. On Jan. 8 
Minister of Information and Broadcasting, Ershad 
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Ahmed Haqqani, claimed that the Council would 
help safeguard the democratic system and 
expressed the hope that its existence would 
eliminate the possibility of the use of Article 58- 
2B of the Constitution which empowered the 
president to dissolve the National Assembly and 
dismiss the government. 


Supreme Court ruling on Bhutto 
dismissal 


The Supreme Court on Jan. 29 upheld 
Bhutto’s dismissal as Prime Minister [see pp. 
41365-66]. In a damning indictment, the 
judges voted six to one to support Leghari’s 
action, accepting his case that her admini- 
stration had been characterized by nepotism, 
corruption and misrule and that her govern- 
ment had been responsible for hundreds of 
extra-judicial killings in Karachi [see p. 
41410]. 


The judgment cleared the way for the general 
election on Feb. 3. Preparations for the poll had 
been slow as political parties awaited the Court’s 
ruling, had Bhutto won her appeal against her 
dismissal the elections would have been cancelled. 


Bhutto said that she was not surprised by the 
Court’s ruling. She vowed to fight on, but said that 
she expected to lose the elections because of vote- 
rigging. She said that although analysis by her 
Pakistan People’s Party indicated that the party 
should take 90 of the 217-seat parliament, she did 
not expect the official results to reflect these 
findings. 


Arrest of Bhutto's father-in-law 


Bhutto’s father-in-law, Hakim Ali Zardari, 
was arrested on charges of fraud and tax eva- 
sion on Jan. 2. Najam Sethi, an adviser to the 
caretaker government, said that the arrest 
marked the start of a crackdown on corrup- 
tion, and declared that the government ex- 
pected to arrest 30 to 40 more people within 
the next week. Bhutto’s supporters regarded 
the arrest as part of a concerted anti-Bhutto 
campaign. Her husband (and Zardari’s son), 
Asif Ali Zardari, had been charged in De- 
cember with the murder of Benazir’s brother 
and political rival Murtaza Bhutto [see pp. 
41278; 41411]. 


Fatal gas leak 


At least 20 people were killed on Jan. 8 as a 
result of a gas leak in the Moghulpura area of 
Lahore. The gas was thought to be ammonia, 
and more than 900 people were reported to 
have suffered ill-effects. Punjab Governor 
Khwaja Ahmed Tariq Rahim ordered a judi- 
cial inquiry into the incident. 


@ Last article pp. 41410-11; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


INDIA 


Election of Kesri as Congress (I) 
parliamentary leader 


Extending his grip over Congress (I), the 


party president Sitaram Kesri was on Jan. 3 
named leader of the party’s parliamentary 
delegation. He replaced P.V. Narasimha Rao 
who, facing corruption charges, had been 
forced to step down in December 1996 hav- 
ing already relinquished the party presidency 
in September [see pp. 41268-69; 41411]. 


Kesri was unanimously elected by the 
parliamentary caucus after expected opposition 
from former Environment Minister Rajesh Pilot 
and former Defence Minister Sharad Pawar failed 
to materialize. Pawar proposed Kesri for the post 
and was rewarded with the position of party leader 
in the Lok Sabha. 


Commentators expected that Kesri would exploit 
divisions within the United Front coalition 
government of Prime Minister H. D. Deve Gowda 
and seek to replace it with a Congress (I)-led 
administration. This intention became apparent 
when the party announced on Jan. 27 that it no 
longer supported the economic liberalization 
process which it had introduced six years earlier. 
Congress (I) spokesman, Vithal Gadgil, said that 
many in the party believed that it had been 
defeated in the 1996 elections because it had 
“acquired an elitist, anti-poor image”. There was a 
virtual consensus across the political spectrum that 
the reforms had been implemented too quickly and 
that the burden had fallen disproportionately on 
the poor. The party also demanded controls on 
multinational companies and, therefore, expressed 
its opposition to Deve Gowda’s plans to allow 
foreign airlines into the domestic aviation sector 
and to permit foreign media interests entry into the 
country. 


Killing of trade union leader 


Datta Samant, one of the country’s most 
prominent trade union leaders, was killed on 
Jan. 16 when four unidentified men am- 
bushed his car near his Bombay home. Police 
sources believed that the killing had been 
professionally executed but that the motive 
was unknown. Samant, a former MP, had 
been a key figure in Maharastra state in the 
1980s, organizing many long and bitter 
strikes. His most famous campaign was an 
18-month strike of 250,000 Bombay textile 
workers in 1981-82. 


The killing led to a spontaneous strike and 
sporadic violence in the industrial belt of central 
and north Bombay coinciding with Samant’s 
funeral on Jan. 17. Thousands of mourners paid 
their respects, and police called in reinforcements 
to prevent the outbreak of violence. 
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Kashmir violence 


Four people were killed by a bomb planted in | 
an auto-rickshaw by separatist guerrillas 
within metres of the Srinagar home of Chief 
Minister Farooq Abdullah on Jan. 3. At least 
three police officers were also injured in the — 
blast on Gupkar Road at the centre of the ~ 
city’s high-security zone in which the local 
headquarters of the Intelligence Bureau and 
homes of four other state-government minis- 
ters were situated. Responsibility for the at- 
tack was claimed by Jammat-ul-mojahedin, a 
group demanding Kashmir’s unification with 
Pakistan. 


Abdullah had been sworn in in October 1996 after 
his National Conference had swept to victory in 
the state’s first elections since Kashmir had come 
under direct presidential rule in 1990 [see pp. 
37610; 41269; 41324]. The government had been 
concerned at the level of recent violence: in the 
previous eight weeks more than 15 people were 
killed in Srinagar by bombs placed on bicycles 
and cars, while 13 people were killed and 29 
injured in clashes in a single incident in northern 
Kashmir on Jan. 1. 


PWG attack in Andra Pradesh 


The Maoist People’s War Group (PWG) at- 
tacked a remote police station at 
Karakagudem in Andra Pradesh on Jan. 10, 
killing 16 police officers and two civilian 
prisoners. In October the state government 
had reimposed a ban on the PWG which had 
been lifted some months earlier. In Novem- 
ber the organization had attacked a police 
station in Adilabad killing 84 people [see p. 

41367]. ’ 


@ Last article p. 41411; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


BANGLADESH 


Government changes 


On Jan. 14 Prime Minister Shaikh Hasina 
Wajed announced changes to the government 
appointed in June 1996 [see p. 41142], 
bringing in a number of new members. ; 


Posts affected were as follows: 


+Shaikh Hasina Wajed (/) Prime Minister; 
Armed Forces Division; Cabinet Division; Special 
Affairs; Defence; Establishment 


*Syeda Sajeda Chowdury Environment and 
Forest 


+Abdul Matin Khasru Law, Justice and 
Parliamentary Affairs 


+Matia Chowdry (f) Agriculture; Food 
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+Obaidul Kader Minister of State for Youth and 

Sports and Cultural Affairs 

*Dr. Amanullah Minister of State for Health and 

Family Welfare 

*Falukder M. A. Khaleque Minister of State for 
_ Disaster Management and Relief 


*Mohuiddin Khan Alamgir Minister of State for 
Planning, Civil Aviation and Tourism 


*New appointment. 
+Altered responsibilities. 
Women are denoted by (f). 


Release of Ershad 


On Jan. 9 the Supreme Court granted bail to 
former President Gen. (retd) Mohammad Er- 
shad on the last of a series of charges against 
him involving corruption and misuse of 
‘power. Ershad, who had had been jailed fol- 
lowing his overthrow in 1990 [see pp. 
37906-07; 38288-89; 40648], had continued 
to lead the Jatiya Dal (JD) while imprisoned. 


News of his release angered many of his 
opponents who claimed that it was the result of a 
deal between the JD and the ruling Awami 
League. JD support had been a crucial factor in the 
formation of the Hasina government in June [see 
p. 41142]. 


Ruling on coup trial 


A High Court ruling in January removed the 
final legal obstacle to the prosecution of 
those involved in the 1975 coup in which 
President Shaikh Mujibur Rahman, father of 
Prime Minister Hasina was assassinated. 


On Jan. 28 the High Court ruled that the Awami 
League government had acted lawfully in 
repealing a long-standing indemnity ordinance 
which had protected the accused. The authorities 
had charged 25 people accused of direct 
involvement in the killing of 32 people, including 
Mujibur, his wife and three sons. Of these, only 
10, including Col. Farukur Rahman, who had 
masterminded the coup, had been arrested; the 
remainder had fled abroad. The trial was expected 
to begin in February. 


@ Last article p. 41411; for 1996 key events see 1997 
Reference supplement 


SRI LANKA 
LTTE attack on Paranthan 


In the most serious military engagement 


since the attack on Mullaittivu in July 1996 
[see pp. 41193-94], the rebel Liberation Ti- 
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) attacked the 
army garrison at Paranthan in the northern 
Kilinochchi district on Jan. 9. Paranthan was 


on the main north-south road linking Co- 
lombo and Jaffna. 


A Defence Ministry statement issued on Jan. 13 
claimed that some 3,000 LTTE guerrillas had 
taken part in the pre-dawn raid and that 


government troops had been forced to destroy — 


some heavy artillery and ammunition dumps to 
prevent them falling into rebel hands. The 
statement claimed that over 350 LTTE rebels, 
including 20 senior leaders, had been killed and 
over 500 wounded during the seven-hour battle 
and that 232 government troops had been killed. 
The rebel radio station, Voice of Tigers Radio, 
admitted on Jan. 11 that 171 LTTE cadres died in 
the battle, but claimed that the LTTE had captured 
significant quantities of arms and ammunition, 
including mortars, heavy machine guns and 
artillery shells. 


@ Last article p. 41411; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


NEPAL 


Government changes 


Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba reshuf- 


fled his Cabinet on Jan. 8 in an apparent at- 
tempt to create greater unity within the frag- 
ile coalition comprising his National Con- 
gress Party (NCP), the Rashtriya Prajatantra 
Party (RPP) and the Nepal Sadbhavana Party 
(NSP). 


Deuba appointed a number of new ministers and, 
most controversially, reinstated five ministers who 
had resigned in December to support a motion of 
no-confidence against him. RPP members Kamal 
Thapa, Ramkrishna Acharya, Prem Bahadur 
Bhandari and Rajiv Parajuli had supported an anti- 
government motion sponsored by the United 
Communist Party of Nepal (UCPN) on Dec. 24. 
Anis Ansari of the NSP had abstained in the vote 
which Deuba’s centre-right coalition had only 
narrowly survived. 


Posts affected were as follows: 


+Phatteh Singh Tharu Agriculture 
+Bhim Bahadur Tamang Law and Justice 
#Kamal Thapa Local Development 
#Ramkrishna Acharya Commerce 


*Motiprasad Pahadi Forest and Soil 
Conservation 


#Prem Bahadur Bhandari State Minister for 
Agriculture 


#Rajiv Parajuli State Minister for Local 
Development 


*Chin Kaji Shrestha State Minister for Finance 
*Gopalji Jung Shah Minister of State for Industry 


*Hasta Bahadur Malla Minister of State for 
Education 
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*Deepak Prasad Bastola Minister of State for 
Home A ffairs 


*Chabiprasad Devkota Minister of State for 
Population and Environment 


*Palten Gurung Minister of State for Tourism 
and Civil Aviation 


#Anish Ansari Minister of State for Labour 


*Bishnu Bikrama Thapa Minister of State for 
Commerce 


*Bhakta Bahadur Rokaya Minister of State for 
Forest and Soil Conservation 


*New appointment. 
+Altered responsibilities. 
#Reinstated. 


On Jan. 9 the Nepal Workers and Peasants’ Party 
(NWPP) expelled Minister of State Rokaya for 
breaching a party injunction on members joining 
the government. 


Hope that the reshuffle would stabilize the 
coalition appeared short-lived after reports that 
NCP president Girija Prasad Koirala opposed 
Deuba’s decision to reinstate the dissident 
ministers. According to local press reports Koirala 
publicly criticized Deuba. Some NCP legislators 
were reported to be threatening to vote against the 
reshuffled government in a vote of confidence 
expected in February. 


By-elections 


The NCP’s hope to establish itself as the 
largest parliamentary party was dashed when 
the UCPN won three by-elections on Jan. 24 
bringing its strength up to 90 seats in the 
205-member House of Representatives. By- 
elections in two further constituencies, post- 
poned from Jan. 24, were held on Jan. 26 and 
were won by the NCP thereby increasing its 
legislative strength to 88 seats. 


@ Last article p. 41269; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


SINGAPORE 
General election 


A general election was held in Singapore on 


Jan. 2. The ruling People’s Action Party 
(PAP), led by Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong, won 81 seats in the 83-member uni- 
cameral Parliament. The result was signifi- 
cantly better than in the previous election 
held in 1991 [see p. 38397], when the PAP 
had made its worst ever electoral showing by 
losing four seats. Goh described the election 
as a referendum on his performance in office, 
and stated that the victory demonstrated that 
Singapore’s voters had rejected “Western- 
style liberal democracy”. 
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The nine-day election campaign was fiercely 
contested and was dominated by PAP attacks on 
Tang Liang Hong, parliamentary candidate for the 
opposition Workers’ Party (WP) in the Cheng San 
constituency. The PAP administration had accused 
Tang of support for pro-Chinese and anti-Christian 
policies which would, it maintained, threaten the 
position of minority ethnic groups in Singapore. 
The election was widely described as a personal 
victory for Goh who, unchallenged in his own 
constituency, had staked his reputation on a PAP 
victory in the multi-seat constituency of Cheng 
San and on blocking Tang’s entry to Parliament. 
However, the PAP government was criticized by 
some sections of the Western media for electoral 
tactics which reportedly included the threat of 
withdrawal of government funding for housing 
renovation projects in any constituency which 
returned an opposition candidate. 


In the event the trend of declining support for the 
PAP demonstrated in the 1991 election was 
reversed. The PAP share of the vote rose to 65 per 
cent from 61 per cent in 1991. 


Prior to the start of campaigning, the opposition 
parties had announced their intention to fight only 
36 seats, thus guaranteeing the government an 
absolute majority even before voting took place. 
The two seats actually won by the opposition went 
to Low Thia Khiang of the WP and Chiam See 
Tong of the Singapore People’s Party, both of 
whom retained their seats at Hougang and Potong 
Pasir respectively. A third opposition seat, in the 
form of a non-constituency member of Parliament, 
was offered to the WP in order to meet the 
constitutional requirement that a minimum of 
three opposition MPs must hold seats within the 
legislature. The Singapore Democratic Party 
(SDP) which had gained three seats in 1991 failed 
to maintain any presence in the new Parliament. 
The SDP leader, Chee Soon Juan lost his seat after 
a campaign in which government leaders had 
accused him of deceit and had described him as a 
“proven liar”. 


Flight of Tang to Malaysia 


Tang fled to Malaysia shortly after the PAP 
election victory, claiming that he and his 
family had received anonymous death 
threats. 


During the campaign he had been accused by 
senior government ministers of being a “Chinese 
chauvinist” who wanted to sow discord between 
Singapore’s ethnic Chinese majority and minority 
Malays and Indians. Tang lodged a complaint with 
the police during the campaign concerning the 
allegations, and this was published in a number of 
newspapers. In response, senior government 
ministers filed 11 law suits against Tang for 
defamation of character. Included among those 
seeking legal redress was Lee Kuan Yew (former 
Prime Minister and current Senior Minister) who 
accused Tang of portraying Singapore as a 
“terrorist state”. Government officials also carried 
out raids on Tang’s home and office on Jan. 27 


and sequestered $$11,000,000 in assets 
(US$1.00=S$1.41 as at Jan 24). It was reported 
that Tang had visited London at the end of the 
month in order to obtain legal advice, but that he 
planned to return to Singapore to face the charges. 


Government reshuffle 


Goh announced a limited Cabinet reshuffle 
on Jan 18. Posts affected were as follows: 


+Yeo Cheow Tong Health; Environment 
+Brig.-Gen. George Yeo Information and the 
Arts; Second Minister for Trade and Industry 
+Rear Adml. Teo Chee Hean Education; Second 
Minister for Defence 

+Lee Yock Suan Trade and Industry; Second 
Minister for Finance 

+Mah Bow Tan Communications 


+Altered Responsibilities. 


@ Last article pp. 41374-75; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


INDONESIA 


Ethnic unrest in Kalimantan and 


Java 


The province of west Kalimantan, in the In- 


donesian part of the island of Borneo, suf- 
fered four days of rioting in early January as 
violence broke out between ethnic tribespeo- 
ple and migrants. 


Beginning on Dec. 31, thousands of native Dyaks 
ran amok after an incident on the previous day at a 
local pop concert when two tribespeople had been 
stabbed by a settler from Madura, an island east of 
Java. Countless homes belonging to Madurese 
migrants were looted and burned in the subsequent 
disturbances and some 2,700 people were forced 
to flee to neighbouring districts, At least two 
Dyaks and three Madurese settlers were killed in 
the violence. 


The rioting brought renewed attention to 
Indonesia’s transmigration programme which, 
since 1971, had forcibly resettled more than 14 
million people from densely populated islands to 
more remote regions. 


Rioting also occurred on Jan. 30 in the Javanese 
town of Rengasdengklok, 70 km east of the capital 
Jakarta. Thousands of Muslims looted and burned 
churches, banks and shops after a rumour had 
circulated that a trader of Chinese descent had 
complained that the call to prayer from a mosque 
near his house was too loud. The violence 
followed a similar incident in December in the 
west Java town of Tasikmalaya [see p. 41413], 
and was indicative of widespread resentment over 
the income disparities between the Muslim 
majority and the affluent Chinese minority. 
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Publication of parliamentary 
election candidates list 


A final list of 2,293 candidates for the gen- 
eral election scheduled for May 1997 was is- 
sued on Jan. 20. The list excluded the ousted 
leader of the opposition Indonesian Demo- 
cratic Party (PDI), Megawati Sukarnoputri. 


The list included four children of President 
Suharto, together with his half-brother, a daughter- 
in-law and a cousin. Various high-profile business 
people, media stars and wives of generals and 
politicians were also among the candidates for the 
tuling Golkar which had won all six previous 
elections under Suharto by overwhelming 
majorities. ; 


1997-98 budget 


The Financial Times of Jan. 7 published de-— 


tails of Indonesia’s 1997-98 budget [for de- 
tails of 1996-97 budget see p. 40908]. 


Expenditure was set to rise to 101,087 billion 
rupiah (US$1.00=Rp2363.00 as at Jan. 10), an 
increase of 11.6 per cent compared with 1996-97. 
It was the first time spending had exceeded the 
100,000 billion rupiah mark. Some 19,237 billion 
rupiah (30.9 per cent) of routine government 
spending was earmarked to service Indonesia’s 
foreign debt—which stood at more than US$100 
billion—compared with 22 per cent in the 
previous budget. Few details were provided 
concerning revenue, although it was assumed that 
planned spending would be at least met by tax 
revenues as Indonesia was legally committed to a 
balanced budget. The government was reported to 
have registered a small surplus in 1996-97. 


According to figures released alongside the 
budget, Indonesia anticipated a current account 
deficit of US$8.8 billion in 1996-97, widening to 
US$9.8 billion in 1997-98. However, as a 
percentage of GDP, the deficit was expected to 
remain constant at around 4 per cent of GDP. 


Bi Last article p. 41413; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement 


VIETNAM 


Imposition of death sentences 
in corruption cases 


Six people were sentenced to death in Janu- 
ary following two high-profile corruption tri- 
als in Ho Chi Minh City. Those condemned 
included Pham Huy Phuoc, the former head 
of Tamexco, the import-export business of 
the ruling Communist Party of Vietnam 
(CPV), who was sentenced on Jan. 31. 


Phuoc was found guilty of embezzling money 
provided via bank loans to finance the purchase of 
a US$200,000 villa for his mistress, and to pay for 
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his gambling debts. The trial saw 20 defendants 
charged with corruption, and the three others 
sentenced to death included the former head of 
Vietcombank, the country’s largest state-owned 
bank, and the former chairman of FirstVina, a 
joint venture involving the South Korean company 
_ Daewoo. All of the defendants were found guilty 
and those not sentenced to death received lengthy 
prison terms. » 


In a separate trial on Jan. 21 two men were 
sentenced to death by firing squad for their part in 
a fraudulent fertilizer scheme which embezzled 
the equivalent of US$11,000,000 from the state. In 
an apparent response to the high profile trials the 
CPV politburo issued new ethical guidelines for 
party members which made clear that any state or 
military official found guilty of defrauding the 
equivalent of US$27,000 or more would be 
executed or imprisoned for life. The guidelines 
_also included a clause which demanded that all 
government officials disclose their assets. 


Golf course riots 


The Financial Times of Jan. 4 reported that 
riot police were involved in clashes with 
protesting farmers at the Kim No commune, 
north of Hanoi, over the New Year period. 


The protest concerned the amount of 
compensation to be paid to farmers by the local 
authority for the loss of land as a result of plans to 
build a golf course. Similar demonstrations in May 
1996 had left one woman dead and scores injured. 
Daewoo had been commissioned to build the 
course as part of a US$177 million project. 


Super-highway agreement 


A plan to build a new 1,800 km highway 
from the southernmost tip of Vietnam to the 
capital city Hanoi was announced on Jan. 22. 
It was estimated that the project would cost 
US$5.5 billion. 


The Financial Times reported on Jan. 23 that 
doubts about the viability of the project— 
specifically how it would be financed—had been 
expressed by foreign observers. The government’s 
announcement did not include a time frame for the 
project, but analysts speculated that a mass 
compulsory-labour programme, which was also 
announced in January, could be used to build the 
road. Under the new programme a large proportion 
of the population would be required to devote time 
to public-works projects. 


Agreement of debt-repayment 
terms 


On Jan. 17 Vietnam agreed with its London 
Club commercial creditors the precise terms 
of a US$900 million debt-repayment pack- 
age. The agreement paved the way for the 
settlement of arrears owing since the 1970s. 
The Financial Times of Jan. 18/19 reported 
that the deal was set out in a “term sheet” 


listing a menu of options and refinancing 
mechanisms by which Vietnam’s 120 or so 
creditors—mostly Japanese banks—could be 
repaid. 


@ Last article p. 41374; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


BURMA 
Withdrawal of PepsiCo 


The Financial Times of Jan. 28 reported that 


PepsiCo, the US soft drink manufacturer, had 
announced that its complete withdrawal from 
the Burmese market would be completed by 
May 31. PepsiCo was one of the last major 
US companies with a significant presence in 
Burma. 


The company had sold its stake in the Burmese 
company, which bottled Pepsi, in May 1995, but 
had maintained a contract with them to produce 
and market the product. PepsiCo said that it 
wanted to adhere to the “spirit of current US 
government foreign policy”. Analysts suggested 
that the company had been placed under intense 
pressure from human rights groups and student 
organizations within the USA, and that this had 
influenced the decision to withdraw. 


Sentencing of NLD Members 


The Reuters news agency reported on Jan. 29 
that the ruling junta, the State Law and Order 
Restoration Council (SLORC), had an- 
nounced that 14 people had been imprisoned 
for seven years for involvement in student 
protest in December 1996 [see p. 41412]. 
Five of those sentenced were reported to be 
members of the main opposition party, the 
National League for Democracy (NLD). 


@ Last article p. 41412; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


PHILIPPINES 
MILF peace talks 


On Jan. 7 the government held preliminary 


peace talks with the Muslim secessionist 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). The 
MILF had not endorsed the Mindanao peace 
agreement signed by the government and the 
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) in 
September 1996 [see pp. 41275-76]. 


The government peace panel chairman, Fortunato 
Abat, suggested that the government was 
amenable to the MILF demand for self- 
government, but stressed that independence for the 
Moro people was not an option which the 
goverment would consider. Despite the 
recurrence of fighting later in the month, a cease- 
fire was reportedly implemented on Jan. 23. 
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Further negotiations between Abat and MILF 
Vice-Chairman for political affairs, Ghadzali 
Jaafar, were scheduled to begin on Feb. 25. 


@ Last article p. 41325; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


AFGHANISTAN 


Continued advance by Talibaan 


militia 


Throughout January the Talibaan militia, 


whose interim council currently formed the 
government, was reported to have made sub- 
stantial military progress against the com- 
bined forces of the ethnic Uzbek leader, Gen. 
Abdul Rashid Dostam, and of former De- 
fence Minister Ahmed Shah Masud [for Tali- 
baan advances in late December 1996 see p. 
41411]. 


Talibaan forces captured the strategically impor- 
tant airbase at Baghram and the town of Charikar 
before they moved north to take Jabal-os-Siraj, 
Gulbahar and Ghorband. The advance brought 
Talibaan forces into the Salang Pass and to within 
20 km of the Soviet-built tunnel through the 
Hindu Kush mountain range, held by Dostam’s 
forces. The defending force had to destroy several 
bridges to the south of the tunnel in order to pre- 
vent the Talibaan from storming the pass. 


The fall of Jabal-os-Siraj brought the Talibaan 
closer to the Panjsher Valley and Masud’s strong- 
hold. According to The Guardian of Jan 31, 
Masud was forced to move his headquarters to 
Andarab, a town north of the Hindu Kush. The 
Talibaan advance meant that they had regained 
positions which they had held after driving 
Masud’s force and the Tajik-dominated govern- 
ment from Kabul on Sept. 27, 1996 [see pp. 
41267-8]. 


The Talibaan secured the territory which they had 
captured by forcing the civilian population back 
southwards to the capital, Kabul. Thousands of ci- 
vilians marched up to 90 km to reach the city 
which, in early January, was still being subjected 


to air raids from Dostam’s forces. 
Progress of peace efforts 


The UN-sponsored talks between the Tali- 
baan and the Dostam-Masud opposition alli- 
ance resumed in Islamabad, Pakistan, on Jan. 
13. The Talibaan offensive which had fol- 
lowed the talks indicated that efforts to bro- 
ker a cease-fire by UN special envoy Norbert 
Holl [see p. 41366] had failed. 


The Talibaan Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Sher Mohammed Stanakzai, was reported to have 
tejected the proposed creation of a mixed 
Talibaan-opposition force to maintain order. 
According to a Jan. 13 report by the Agence 
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France Presse news agency, Stanakzai had also 
expressed misgivings concerning the deployment 
of an international peacekeeping force. He said 
that the deployment of such a force would be 
difficult to accomplish, and that “the Afghan 
people have never accepted the presence of 
foreign forces on their soil”. 


Government changes 


The Talibaan-controlled Radio Voice of 
Shari’ah announced on Jan. 2 that Mowalwi 
Hafez Mohebollah had been appointed acting 
Minister of Commerce. 


@ Last article p. 41411; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


TAJIKISTAN 
Peace talks in Iran 


Government and pro-Islamic rebel leaders 
held peace talks in the Iranian capital, Te- 
hran, on Jan. 6-19. The talks followed the 
signing of a cease-fire and peace agreement 
in December [see p. 41412]. On the final day 
of the talks the two sides agreed on the com- 
position of the 27-member National Recon- 
ciliation Commission, the establishment of 
which had been stipulated in the December 
peace agreement. 


On Jan. 13 the two sides signed an agreement on 
the repatriation of Tajik refugees. The Iranian 
news agency IRNA reported on Jan. 15 that under 
the terms of the agreement the Tajik government 
assumed responsibility for the return of refugees 
and the provision of humanitarian and financial 
assistance to help them find employment and 
housing. The government also undertook to 
exempt the returning refugees from criminal 
prosecution for their part in the Tajik civil war. 


i Last article p. 41412; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


UZBEKISTAN 
Law on political parties 


A new law on political parties came into 
force on Jan. 7 which prohibited political 
parties based on ethnic or religious lines and 
those advocating the subversion of the con- 
stitutional order. Prospective parties would 
be obliged to submit details of at least 5,000 
members, spread over eight provinces. Rec- 
ognized parties would have the right to con- 
test elections, publish newspapers and estab- 
lish parliamentary and local groups. 


@ Last articles pp. 41414; 41366; for 1996 key events 
see 1997 reference supplement. 


AUSTRALIA 


Progress of weapons control 
programme 


Attorney General and Minister of Justice 
Daryl Williams announced on Jan. 6 that 
more than 250,000 firearms had been surren- 
dered since May 1996 as a result of the gun 
control legislation introduced in the wake of 
the killing of 35 people in Port Arthur in 
April 1996 [see pp. 41053; 41103]. Williams 
said that A$120 million [US$1.00=A$1.26 as 
at Jan. 3] had been paid in compensation to 
the owners of the weapons. The guns surren- 
dered had included self-loading rifles and 
pump-action shotguns. Williams confirmed 


_that Queensland, which had hitherto failed to 


participate in the programme, would begin 
compensating firearm owners and dealers 
later in January. 


Further euthanasia deaths 


With legislation proceeding through the fed- 
eral parliament to override the Northern Ter- 
ritories’ controversial Terminally Ill Act [see 
pp. 40958; 41195; 41276], two more termi- 
nally ill people took advantage of the volun- 
tary euthanasia legislation to end their lives. 
Janet Mills, 52, who died on Jan. 2 was as- 
sisted by Philip Nitschke, the doctor who had 
assisted in the first death in September [see p. 
41276]. The death of the third person, a 69- 
year-old man, was reported on Jan. 23. 


@ Last article p. 41375; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


MARSHALL ISLANDS 


Election of new President 


On Jan. 14 the Nitijela (legislature) elected 


Imata Kabua as President to succeed Amata 
Kabua, the country’s first elected head of 
state who had died in December [see pp. 
41413-14]. 


BULGARIA 
Political and economic crisis 


In January Bulgaria was subjected to a 
serious political crisis triggered by a 
comprehensive economic collapse. Daily 
anti-government demonstrations, strikes and 
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The late President’s cousin, Imata Kabua was 
elected on the first ballot, receiving 20 votes in the 
33-member Nitijela. The other two contenders for 
the post, the Speaker of the Nitijela, Kessai Note, 
and a former ambassador to the USA, Wilfred 
Kendall, each won six votes. The new President 
said that he intended to retain all members of the 
previous Cabinet as a demonstration of his desire 
to maintain the status quo. 


Kabua was a powerful traditional chief from the 
Kwajalein Atoll, the site of the US missile test 
facility. In the late 1970s and early 1980s he had 
led repeated “sail-in” protests at the facility in a 
successful bid to increase US rental payments to 
US$7,000,000 per year. Largely as the result of 
such payments, he was reported to be one of the 
richest people in the Marshall Islands. 


@ Last article pp. 41413-14; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. ‘ 


ASIAN DEVELOPMENT 


BANK 
ADF replenishment 


The Financial Times of Jan. 18 reported that 


an agreement had been reached on the con- 
troversial seventh replenishment of the Asian 
Development Bank’s soft-lending arm, the 
Asian Development Fund (ADF). 


The US$6 billion replenishment had been im doubt 
after the USA had refused to pay arrears left over 
from the sixth replenishment [see p. 38154]. The 
USA eventually agreed to pay the arrears, but only 
after some of the newly prosperous Asian “tiger” 
economies had agreed to start or increase their 
contributions. 


@ Last article p. 40557; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


IN BRIEF 


KYRGYZSTAN: On Jan. 8 Topchubek 


Turgunaliyev, chair of the Erkin Kyrgyzstan Party, 
was found guilty of embezzlement and sentenced 
to 10 years in prison. 


a stand-off between the two main political 
forces meant that no forces meant that no 
agreement was reached on either the method 
or timing of economic reconstruction. With 
the value of the currency (the lev) plummet- 
ing, and inflation surging, warnings were is- 
sued at the end of January that Bulgaria was 
in danger of defaulting on its US$10 billion 
foreign debt. 
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In late January long queues were reported outside 
banks in Sofia, the capital, as people withdrew 
their deposits in the hope of converting them into 
dollars or German marks. The lev, which had 
stood at 70 to the US dollar in early 1996 and 495 
at the start of 1997, was quoted on Bulgaria’s 
_ interbank market on Jan. 31 at 1,730 to 1,900 to 

the US dollar. The Independent of Feb. 1 reported 
that the lev was “so worthless” that Bulgarians 
were investing their money in “cheap electrical 
appliances” as a preferred alternative to holding 
cash. 


Background to crisis 


While the economy had been deteriorating for 
much of 1996, the immediate crisis had erupted in 
December when Zhan Videnov had resigned as 
Prime Minister and leader of the ruling Bulgarian 
Socialist Party (BSP) [see pp. 41416-17]. The 
opposition, led by the Union of Democratic Forces 
(UDF), pressed for an immediate dissolution of the 

‘National Assembly—last elected for a four-year 
term in December 1994 [see pp. 40328-29]—and 
demanded fresh elections. They were supported by 
many ordinary citizens, some of whom took to the 
streets in January, and by the new President, |Petar 
Stoyanov (of the UDF) who had been elected in 
November 1996 [see pp. 41376-77], and who took 
office in mid-January. 


The BSP, however, refused to dissolve the 
National Assembly and maintained that it had a 
constitutional right to appoint a new prime 
minister. The party argued that a currency control 
board system, as proposed by the IMF in 
November [see p. 41377], should be introduced 
before a dissolution, so that elections could take 
place in late 1997 in the context of greater 
economic stability. While the UDF also supported 
the introduction of a currency-control-board 
system, it denied the competence of the BSP to 
implement a stablization programme. 


The currency-control-board system, which had 
helped underpin financial stability in the Baltic 
states, would operate by rigidly linking the 
volume of national currency in circulation to the 
hard-currency reserves of the central bank. 


Nomination of new Prime Minis- 
ter- Election of new BSP execu- 
tive bureau 


On Jan. 8 the BSP and its two small coalition 
partners—the Aleksandur Stamboliyski 
Agrarian Party and the Ecoglasnost Political 
Club—formally nominated Nikolay Dobrev, 
the Interior Minister, to replace Videnov as 
Prime Minister. 


However, Videnov continued to exercise consid- 
erable influence within the party. On Jan. 3 the 
new BSP supreme council—which had been 
elected in December 1996 [see p. 41417]—chose a 
new 15-member executive bureau, the party’s 
highest decision making body between congresses. 
The result of the election was seen as a victory for 
Videnov, the former chair, in that all of his most 
prominent opponents, including former Foreign 
Minister Georgi Pirinski, failed to win a seat on 
the bureau. 


Mass opposition protests - Politi- 
cal stand-off between BSP and 
UDF 


The UDF organized a mass rally in Sofia on 
Jan. 3 in support of its “Declaration for Bul- 
garia’s Salvation”, a document which de- 
manded early parliamentary elections as a 
precondition for the party’s support for the 
introduction of a currency-board system. 
After the Jan. 3 rally, UDF supporters held 
peaceful daily demonstrations in Sofia and 
other towns and cities at which calls were 
made for an early general election. 


At a Jan. 10 National Assembly session the BSP 
voted against holding an extraordinary debate on 
the UDF’s declaration. The UDF and other oppo- 
sition parties walked out of the Assembly after the 
vote and began a boycott of parliament. Immedi- 
ately afterwards, anti-government protesters broke 
into the National Assembly, smashed furniture and 
equipment and set fire to a room. Meanwhile, out- 
side the Assembly, police used tear gas, clubs and 
blank cartridges to disperse large crowds of dem- 
onstrators. As many as 200 demonstrators were 
injured on the night of Jan. 10, many of whom suf- 
fered head wounds after being hit with clubs. Ten 
police officers were also injured. 


The outgoing President, Zhelyu Zhelev, also 
of the UDF, responded to the growing crisis 
by announcing on Jan. 11 that he was not 
prepared to invite the BSP to form a new 
government, a task he had been scheduled to 
perform that day. 


Zhelev announced on national television that 
“under these conditions I will not give a mandate 
for the formation of a new government”. Instead, 
he said that he would convene a meeting of the 
National Security Council, a body which advised 
the President on internal and external security 
matters. Zhelev said that he backed “the protests 
of the people who have been driven to this 
humiliating state”. Such people, he said, were 
“demonstrating their dignity”. 


On Jan. 12 the BSP agreed to enter into 
negotiations with the UDF, but again rejected calls 
to dissolve the Assembly and contest early 
elections. The BSP announcement came after a 
call for negotiation had been made by President- 
elect Stoyanov and the Assembly Speaker—and 
BSP supporter—Blagovest Sendov. It also came 
after some 100,000 people rallied in Sofia and tens 
of thousands more in cities nationwide in support 
of the UDF’s demands. On Jan. 13 oil refinery 
workers and dockers began strikes in support of 
the opposition, while the country’s largest union, 
the Confederation of Independent Trade Unions, 
threatened to strike on Jan. 14. 


The BSP appeared to capitulate to opposition 
demands on Jan. 13 when the party agreed in 
principle to hold an early general election “in the 
context of implementation of a national anti-crisis 
programme for the economic and financial 
stabilization of Bulgaria.” The next day Stoyanov 
announced that he intended to appoint Dobrev as 
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Prime Minister as an interim measure and call 
early elections for June or October. 


Inauguration of Stoyanov as 
President - Continued BSP-UDF 
stand-off 


Stoyanov was inaugurated as the new Presi- 
dent on Jan. 19, although he did not formally 
replace Zhelev until Jan. 22. Stoyanov’s in- 
auguration ceremony in the National Assem- 
bly was witnessed by members of all parties 
and was the first occasion that the opposition 
had entered parliament since announcing 
their boycott. ; 


In his inauguration speech, Stoyanov said 
that he was “convinced that the country 
needs early parliamentary elections and a 
new agreement between social forces and 
between the government and the governed”. 
However, the President’s powers were lim- 
ited. Under the terms of the 1991 Constitu- 
tion, he was obliged by law to offer the man- 
date to form a government to the candidate of 
the largest party (the BSP). Hence, on Jan. 
27, Stoyanov announced that he would offer 
a formal mandate to the BSP on Jan. 28, as 


required by the Constitution. He appealed to 


the BSP to hand the mandate back and leave 
him free to form a caretaker cabinet 
“supported by all political forces and institu- 
tions”. However, Dobrev effectively rejected 
Stoyanoy’s advice by announcing on Jan. 28 
that he intended to form a broad-spectrum 
government of experts. The action was con- 
demned by the UDF chair Ivan Kostov , who 
warned that “if the Socialists form a Cabinet 
it will last for only two or three months”. The 
country’s three main trade unions responded 
by calling a general strike from Jan. 30 to 
protest at the deepening economic crisis and 
to support opposition demands for immediate 
elections. 


EU aid offer 


The European Commission on Jan. 30 of- 
fered Bulgaria a “substantial” financial aid 
package conditional upon its leaders resolv- 
ing the political crisis. The offer followed an 
appeal for assistance from President Stoya- 
nov who visited Brussels in late January for 
talks with EU and NATO ofiicials. Stoyanov 
had told EU officials on Jan. 29 that Bulgaria 
was in danger of defaulting on its US$10 bil- 
lion foreign debt. 


Reported release of Zhivkov 


Todor Zhivkov, 85, Bulgaria’s communist 
leader from 1954 until November 1989, was 
reportedly released from house arrest on Jan. 


21. Zhivkov had in September 1992 been 


41453 


News Digest for January 1997 


found guilty of the misappropriation of state 
funds and embezzlement and had been sen- 
tenced to seven years’ imprisonment [see p. 
39104]. 


@ Last article pp. 41416-17; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


ALBANIA 


Collapse of pyramid finance 
schemes 


Serious social unrest was triggered in January 


by the collapse of a string of pyramid finance 
schemes in Albania. The collapse of an esti- 
mated nine schemes—some of which had 
been operating for several years—was set to 
affect Europe’s poorest country much harder 
than the earlier demise of similar schemes 
elsewhere in eastern Europe. Estimates of the 
sums attracted to the schemes were as high as 
US$1 billion. Many people suffered massive 
losses having sold houses, land and livestock 
to invest in the schemes at the height of the 
pyramid fever in late 1996. 


The value of the Albanian currency, the lek, fell 
sharply as the mounting financial and political 
crisis hit the small foreign exchange market 
operated by dealers in the streets around the 
central bank. The Financial Times of Feb. 1 
reported that the lek, previously one of the most 
stable currencies in the emerging markets of 
eastern Europe, had fallen by 12 per cent against 
the US dollar in the past two weeks. 


Background to collapse 


Informal deposit-taking had blossomed during the 
early 1990s. In the absence of an effective banking 
system and in a period when the economy had 
been largely financed through remittances from 
Albanians working abroad and from smuggling. 
Unlike in other eastern European countries where 
pyramid schemes were short-lived affairs, in 
Albania some such schemes had been operating 
for a number of years. Indeed, a large proportion 
of the population, unable to survive on meagre 
State wages and pensions, had come to rely on 
them. 


Some reports claimed that the longer-lasting 
pyramid schemes were also businesses for 
laundering “dirty money”. The Independent of 
Jan. 31 alleged that Albania had become “a haven 
for dirty money from elsewhere in the world”, 
largely because the commission charge for 
laundering was significantly lower than in 
Switzerland or other traditional centres. The report 
also raised as a “hypothesis” the notion that the 
ruling Democratic Party of Albania (PDS) had 
used the schemes both as a money-recycling 
operation and, with the high interest payments, as 
“a way of buying political support from the 
people”. Hence, the report concluded, it was not 
true that ordinary Albanians had been “duped” by 


the schemes, but rather that “they understood how 
they worked and believed they would continue 
because a collapse would mean the destruction of 
the entire ruling order”. 


The situation was also complicated by the fact that 
some of Albania’s fastest growing private sector 
companies, such as Vefa Holdings, had used 
informal deposit-taking channels to finance 
spectacular growth. Vefa—a conglomerate with a 
wide range of operations—was one of Albania’s 
biggest employers. The Financial Times of Feb. 1 
quoted a senior Albanian official as describing 
Vefa as a “state within a state”. Although Vefa 
was under investigation by a government 
transparency commission [see below], its founder 
and head, Vehbi Alimucaj, was reported to enjoy 
close links with the PDS and Prime Minister 
Alexander Meksi. 


The schemes had started to cause domestic and 
international concern in late 1995. The Central 
Bank Act, approved in early 1996, prohibited 
deposit taking by any organization other than a 
licensed bank. In response to warnings from the 
IMF and other international financial institutions, 
the government established in November a 
transparency commission to investigate the 
operation of informal deposit-taking schemes. 


Banning of pyramid schemes - 
Freezing of Xhaferri and Populli 
assets 


The People’s Assembly (the legislature) 
passed a law on Jan. 23 banning pyramid 
schemes and setting penalties of up to 20 
years in prison for operators. However, most 
of the schemes had collapsed by Jan. 23. 
Some—such as Sude and Gjallica—did so 
without any apparent funds in the state 
banking system. However, two schemes— 
Xhaferri and Populli—had funds totalling 
US$230 million placed on deposit at the 
state-owned National Commercial Bank and 
the government was able to freeze their ac- 
counts. Cash recovered in subsequent raids 
on the two schemes’ offices raised an addi- 
tional US$70,000,000. 


The Cabinet met on Jan. 31 and approved a law 
aimed at establishing procedures for distributing 
this US$300 million to more than 200,000 savers. 
Only a small part was to be repaid in cash, with 
the remainder being placed in limited-access time- 
deposit accounts at state-owned banks in an 
attempt to avert a sudden surge in the rate of 
inflation. 


Outbreak of violent demonstra- 
tions 


The collapse of the schemes prompted vio- 


lent demonstrations and unrest in the capital, 
Tirana, and other Albanian cities, particularly 
in the south of the country. 


On Jan. 26 angry crowds set fire to buildings in 
towns across southern Albania as the protests 
mounted. Thousands of demonstrators marched 
through Tirana where they clashed with police. 
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The People’s Assembly responded late on Jan. 26 
by granting special powers to the President to 
restore order. These included the use of troops to 
unblock roads and to guard government buildings. 
On Jan. 27, armed troops took up positions around 
the central bank and state television headquarters 
in Tirana. 


@ Last article p. 41331; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


YUGOSLAVIA 
Mass protests in Serbia 


Mass protests against the regime of Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic continued 
throughout January (Serbia and Montenegro 
being the two constituent states of the rump 
Yugoslavia). Daily anti-government demon- 
strations had started in late November 1996 
in protest over the government’s reluctance 
to recognize victories by the opposition Za- 
jedno coalition in municipal elections held 
that month [see pp. 41414-15]. 


Continuing protests 


Students continued to hold daily rallies in 
Belgrade’ (the capital) throughout January, 
despite an Interior Ministry ban on marches 
imposed in late December [see p. 41415]. At 
night, thousands of people congregated to 
protest by blowing whistles and banging pots ( 
and pans. 


Large crowds of anti-government protesters 
gathered in central Belgrade on New Year’s Eve 
and New Year’s Day. However, in his New Year 
address to the nation, Milosevic failed to mention 
the protests, referring only to “internal and 
external interference” in Serbian affairs. — 
Opposition protesters brought central Belgrade to 
a standstill on Jan. 5 by filling the city’s roads 
with slow-moving traffic. The use of cars was a 
ploy to circumvent the Interior Ministry order 
banning marches. The protesters on Jan. 5 
included Dragoslav Avramovic, who had been 
dismissed as governor of the central bank in May 
1996 [see p. 41113]. A massive demonstration was 
also held in Belgrade on Jan. 7, Serbian Orthodox 
Christmas Day. In a new tactic, the demonstrators _ 
sought to kiss and hug riot police posted in the 
city. In a speech directed at the police, Vuk 
Draskovic, leader of the Serbian Renewal 
Movement (SPO, a component of the opposition 
Zajedno coalition), said that the police were “also 
part of the people”. 


Support for opposition from Or- 
thodox Church 


In a highly significant development on Jan. 
2, the Serbian Orthodox Church offered its 
support to the opposition. 


- 


After meeting in emergency session, the Church’s 
ruling council issued a statement which accused 
Milosevic of “falsifying votes”, setting “Serb 
against Serb” and of “strangling political and 
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religious freedoms”. The statement was a blow to 
the Milosevic regime which had usually been 
supported by the Church. On Jan. 27 tens of 
thousands of opposition protesters joined a 
procession through Belgrade led by the patriarch 
of the Orthodox Church, His Holiness Pavle. 


Meeting between army chief and 
student leaders 


Col.-Gen. Momcilo Perisic, the Chief of 
General Staff of the Yugoslav army, met with 
student leaders on Jan. 6. After the meeting, 
one of the student leaders, Dusan Vasiljevic, 
said that Perisic had assured him that there 
would be “no repeat of 1991”, when Mi- 
losevic had ordered soldiers onto the streets 
of Belgrade to break up anti-government 
protests [see pp. 38080-81]. 


The student delegation also met with the Serbian 
Interior Minister, Zoran Sokolovic, who refused 
their demand to lift the order banning marches. 


The Independent of Jan. 7 reported that “officers 
and elite units” in the Yugoslav army were pre- 
pared to launch a revolt against the Serbian gov- 
emment if Milosevic ordered a violent crackdown 
against the opposition. The report, citing sources 
in the army, said that roughly half of the perma- 
nent members of the army, as well as the vast 
majority of conscripts, were sympathetic to the 
demonstrators. 


Relations between Milosevic and the army had 
deteriorated rapidly since the end of the war in 
Bosnia. Milosevic was therefore heavily reliant on 
the 120,000-strong police force which for many 
commentators was tantamount to the President’s 


private army. 


OSCE deliberations on municipal 
elections 


The Permanent Council of the Organization 
for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE) met in Vienna on Jan. 3 to discuss 
an OSCE report on the November municipal 
_ elections which had been prepared in De- 
cember by former Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez Marquez [see p. 41415]. The 
council affirmed Gonzalez’s report which 
had found that Zajedno had won all those 
elections which had been subsequently in- 
validated by Serbian courts and electoral 
commissions. The council called for com- 
plete official recognition of this result by the 
Milosevic regime. 


The Yugoslavian Foreign Minister, Milan 
Milutinovic, who had formally invited the 
Gonzalez delegation to Serbia in December, 
responded to the OSCE statement by letter on Jan. 
3, in which he conceded that the opposition had 
won a majority of seats in elections held in nine 
districts of the capital, Belgrade. Notwithstanding 
this admission, the opposition leaders said that 


they would continue to protest until all Zajedno 
victories were recognized. 


The OSCE met in Vienna on Jan. 16 and again 
urged Milosevic to give immediate recognition to 
the opposition victories. 


Mediation effort by Greek for- 
eign minister - Meeting of Con- 
tact Group 


Milosevic and the leaders of Zajedno held 
talks with the visiting Greek Foreign Minis- 
ter, Theodoros Pangolos, on Jan. 12. The 
visit was widely portrayed as a form of in- 
formal mediation. Although Greece was a 
traditional ally of Serbia, Pangolos called on 
Milosevic to abide by the OSCE ruling and 
recognize the opposition’s electoral victories. 
The latter was reported, however, to have re- 
fused to do so. 


The five-nation Contact Group on former 
Yugoslavia (comprising the USA, Russia, 
Germany, France and the UK) met in Brussels on 
Jan. 12 to discuss the Serbian crisis. John 
Komblum, US Assistant Secretary of State for 
European and Canadian Affairs and a member of 
the US delegation, announced after the meeting 
that the US government was considering the 
imposition of a unilateral freeze on trade with 
Serbia. 


Meeting of Supreme Defence 
Council 


Milosevic convened the Yugoslav Supreme 
Defence Council on Jan. 16 to discuss the 
crisis. The Council included Montenegrin 
President Momir Bulatovic and the top 
echelons of the Yugoslav armed forces. 


A statement issued after the meeting said that the 
Council “lent its support to the Republic of Serbia 
to resolve, within the institutions of its political 
system, the problems which have arisen in a 
number of municipalities over the local elections”. 


Further manoeuvring over elec- 
tion results 


On Jan. 8 the Serbian Ministry of Justice is- 
sued a statement conceding that Zajedno and 
not the ruling Socialist Party of Serbia (SPS) 
had won the municipal election in Nis, Ser- 
bia’s second city. The announcement indi- 
cated mounting pressure from within the 
Milosevic regime to find a solution to the cri- 
sis. 


In its statement, the ministry recommended that 
the local election commission in Nis restore the 
Zajedno victory. On Dec. 15 a court in Nis had 
made a similar recommendation [see pp. 41414- 
15]. However, on Jan. 13, the Nis election 
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commission announced its rejection of the 
recommendations of both the ministry and the 
court. 


In a surprise move on Jan. 14, the Belgrade 
election commission reinstated the Zajedno win in 
the election for the city assembly. Shortly after the 
announcement had been made, ‘the electoral 
commission in Nis made a similar announcement, 
thereby reversing its earlier decision. The 
Belgrade announcement was made by Radomir 
Lazarevic, the electoral commission chief, who 
insisted that he had not been subjected to 
“blackmail” or “pressure”. Following the 
announcement, SPS leaders in Belgrade made it 
clear that they would contest the commission’s 
tuling, again fuelling speculation of deep divisions 
between hard-liners and moderates within the 
Milosevic regime. 


On Jan. 20, the municipal court in Belgrade 
responded to the SPS challenge by suspending the 
Jan. 14 electoral commission ruling. The court 
president, Dragoljub Jankovic, said that Serbia’s 
Supreme Court should rule on which court should 
decide the matter. An SPS appeal to a municipal 
court in Nis was, however, rejected on Jan. 17. 


Death of Montenegrin minister 


Janko Jeknic, the Montenegrin Foreign Min- 
ister, was killed in a car crash on Jan. 17. 


@ Last article pp. 41414-15; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA 


Formation of Bosnian Cabinet 


In its first full session, the Assembly of the 


Union (the all-Bosnian parliament, elected in 
September—see pp. 41278-80), met on Jan. 3 
and approved a Cabinet. The Bosnian Presi- 
dency had agreed on the choice of a Muslim, 
Haris Silajdzic, and a Serb, Boro Bosic, as 
Co-Chairs in December [see p. 41416]. The 
distribution of portfolios was as follows: 


Haris Silajdzic Co-Chair 

Boro Bosic Co-Chair 

Neven Tomic Deputy Chair 

Jadranko Prlic Foreign Minister 

Hasan Muratovic Foreign Trade and Economy 
Spasoje Albijanic Communications 


Tomic, a Croat, had served as Minister of Foreign 
Trade and International Communications in the 
govemment of the Republic of Bosnia- 
Hercegovina. The Republic had formally 
transferred all of its powers to the (Muslim-Croat) 
Federation in December [see p. 41416]. Prlic, also 
a Croat, and Muratovic, a Muslim, had also served 
in the Republican government as, respectively, 
Foreign Minister and Prime Minister. Albijanic 
was a Bosnian Serb. 
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Donor conference 


A conference aimed at preparing the ground 
for a full-scale Bosnian donor conference in 
March was held in Brussels on Jan. 9-10. The 
conference was notable for the attendance of 
a united Bosnian government delegation 
which included ministers and officials from 
both the Federation and the Republika 
Srpska. 


The Agence France Presse news agency on Jan. 9 
described the performance of the Bosnian 
delegation as a “shaky debut”. The report claimed 
that Albijanic had complained that he had not 
been given equal treatment with Muratovic. 


Appeal by war criminal 


It was reported on Jan. 3 that Drazen Erde- 
movic, a Bosnian Croat and the first person 
to be imprisoned for war crimes by the 
Hague-based UN International Tribunal for 
the Former Yugoslavia, had launched an ap- 
peal against the 10-year sentence handed 
down to him in November 1996 [see pp. 
41378]. 


@ Last article pp. 41415-16; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


CROATIA 


Granting of licence to opposi- 


tion radio station 


The government-controlled Telecommunica- 


tions Council granted a five-year licence to 
the Zagreb-based radio station Radio 101 on 
Jan. 24. The radio station was highly popular 
with young Croats and was the main mouth- 
piece of the country’s liberal and left-wing 
opposition. 


In November the Telecommunications Council 
had awarded the frequency used by Radio 101 toa 
rival station, a move which provoked mass 
demonstrations in Zagreb. The Council quickly 
reversed its decision in response to the 
demonstrations, but the future of Radio 101 had 
been in doubt until the Jan. 24 announcement. 


Speculation concerning Tud- 
jman’s health 


There was much speculation in late 1996 and 
early 1997 over the health of President 
Franjo Tudjman. 


After Tudjman spent some time in a Washington 
hospital in November, US sources informed the 
media that Tudjman had inoperable stomach 
cancer. While Tudjman’s aides denied this 
allegation, the President’s public appearances after 
retuming from the US were limited and often 


excessively stage-managed. In early December, 
for example, he was shown on Croatian television 
playing tennis with his entire government in 
attendance. 


Developments in eastern Slavonia 


The Croatian government in early January 
delivered a Memorandum on the Completion 
of the Peaceful Reintegration of eastern Sla- 
vonia to Maj.-Gen. Jacques Klein, adminis- 
trator of the UN transitional administration in 
eastern Slavonia. 


The memorandum reportedly attempted to resolve 
the contentious issue of voting rights for the 
largely Serb population of eastern Slavonia. It also 
offered Croatian Serbs several senior posts in the 
regional government and gave Serbian men the 
option of choosing not to perform compulsory 
military service in the Croatian armed forces. 


On Dec. 6 the UN announced that international 
donors had pledged over US$30,000,000 to help 
reconstruction in eastern Slavonia. 


@ Last article p. 41416; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


SLOVENIA 


Re-election of Drnovsek as 
Prime Minister 


The State Chamber—the lower house of the 


bicameral legislature, the National Assem- 
bly—te-elected Janez Drnovsek as Prime 
Minister on Jan. 9. Drnovsek, leader of the 
Liberal Democracy of Slovenia (LDS), was 
re-elected by the narrow margin of 46 to 44 
votes. 


The centre-left LDS had emerged as the strongest 
party in the 90-member State Chamber with 25 
seats after November’s general election [see pp. 
41378-79]. The LDS also secured the support of 
several smaller left-wing parties which controlled 
a total of 20 seats, thereby increasing its overall 
strength to 45 seats. However, the centre-right 
opposition Slovene Spring alliance—comprising 
the Slovene People’s Party (SLS), the Christian 
Democrats of Slovenia (SKD) and the Social 
Democratic Party of Slovenia (SDS)—also 
controlled 45 seats. The deadlock was broken on 
Jan. 8 when a deputy from the SKD announced his 
defection from the party. Ciril Pucko said that he 
would sit in the Chamber as an independent and 
would support Drnovsek’s candidacy because “we 
have economic and social problems that have to 
be solved not today, but yesterday”. 


@ Last article pp. 41378-79; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 
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RUSSIA 


Attempt to remove President 
Yeltsin 


President Boris Yeltsin was once again inca- 
pacitated by illness in January, prompting an 
attempt by legislators to remove him from of- 
fice. 


Yeltsin had reappeared in public in Decem- 
ber, following major heart surgery the previ- 
ous month [see p. 41418]. However, having 
cancelled his scheduled appointments on Jan. 
6 due to a “heavy cold”, he was hospitalized 
on Jan. 8. It was subsequently revealed that 
he was suffering from double pneumonia. 
According to the Financial Times of Jan. 25, 
however, Yeltsin had worked for only 11 
days since his re-election as Russian Presi- 
dent in July, 1996. 


On Jan. 14 impeachment proceedings against 
Yeltsin were initiated by the chairman of the 
State Duma security committee, Viktor 
Ilyukhin, a prominent member of the Com- 
munist Party of the Russian Federation 
(CPRF). The bill, presented to the State 
Duma, called for “the premature cessation of 
the powers of the President, due to his per- 
sistent inability to perform his duties for 
health reasons”. On Jan. 22, deputies voted 
229 to 63 on its first reading to support the 
bill “in principle”. In constitutional terms, 
however, there was confusion about the bill’s 
validity. Whilst Article 92 of the Constitution 
included a provision for the early cessation of 
the President’s powers in the event of his be- 
coming incapacitated, it did not specify by 
whom this decision should be taken. 


Deputies from the liberal Yabloko and the pro- 
government Our Home is Russia factions walked 
out of the sitting in protest over the attempt to 
remove Yeltsin’s powers. 


Confusion surrounding the bill was intensified 
when it was reported by Yeltsin’s supporters that 
the bill had been defeated on its second reading 
later that day. However, according to reports in the 
Financial Times and the Guardian, this later vote 
had actually involved procedural issues 
conceming the timing of the second reading, 
rather than the bill itself. According to this - 
interpretation, deputies had voted to reject a — 
proposed second reading on Jan. 22. 


In what was widely seen as an effort to stem 
speculation about his health, Yeltsin ap- 
peared at his Kremlin office on Jan. 22, re- 
portedly against medical advice. He had been 
discharged from hospital on Jan. 20. How- 
ever, on Jan. 27 his visit to the Netherlands, 
which had been scheduled to begin on Feb. 3, 
was cancelled for health reasons. 
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In this context, it appeared that a consensus was 
building over the inadvisability of Yeltsin 
continuing in office. An editorial in Jzvestiya of 
Jan. 10 admitted that Yeltsin was seriously ill and 
expressed concern for the country’s stability. The 
chief-of-staff in the president’s administration, 
_ Anatoly Chubais, admitted in an interview in the 
Trud newspaper of Jan. 21 that Yeltsin’s illness 
“does make things more complicated, both in 
terms of day-to-day work and in terms of 


Summary of gubernatorial elections 


Region name of winner % of vote date of election % turnout political affiliation* 


“Sa agelenan haiti » Adygeya 
undermining stability in the country as a whole”. (Republic of) RO hat Dee ke'e/ ee ee 
Final reading of budget - Infla- Altai krai Aleksandr Surikov 49% PPUR 
tion figures Arkhangelsk oblast Anatoly Yefremov 58% incumbent 
: A : 
The 1997 budget cleared its fourth and final |Brvansk oblast -YuryLodkin 35% ot 
reading in the Russian State Duma by 245 _ | Chita oblast Ravil Genyatulin 31% incumbent 
votes to 90, it was reported on Jan. 28 [for Chukotka ao Aleksandr Nazarov 63 % incumbent 
details of budget see p. 41418]. Ivanovo oblast Vladislav Tikhomirov50 % incumbent 

: : Jewish auton. Oblast Nikolai Volkov 712% incumbent 
St ens ee 1S Wiss reported © aie Galkar Ren. Valery Kukov 97% incumbent 
on Jan. 6 as standing at 21.8 per cent. This was the es : 3 : 

‘lowest figure since 1990. The target annual Kaliningrad oblast Leonid Gorbenko 50% independent 
inflation figure in the 1997 budget was 11.8 per ee laid nace chat pile 
ent a y Kamchatka oblast Vladimir Biryukov 61% incumbent 
, Khabarovsk krai Viktor Ishayev 717% incumbent 
Local elections Khakasiya Republic Aleksei Lebed 71% Lebed 
DUNST GARGS” Sachs eres, os, Khanty-Mansi ao Aleksandr Filippenko 72 % incumbent 
Gubernatorial elections in Russia’s constitu- | Kiroy oblast Vladimir Sergeyenkov50 % PPUR 
ent republics and other territorial units were | Komi-Permyak ao Nikolai Poluyanov 70% incumbent 
held throughout the latter months of 1996 | Koryak ao Valentina Bronevich(/)46 % independent 
and continued into early 1997. Although 52 Kostroma oblast Viktor Shershunov 64% PPUR 
of Russia’s 89 regions and republics were to Krasnodar krai Nikolai Kondratenko 82 % PPUR 
have held elections by the end of 1996, sec- Se ag ‘ ee ae re FPUR 
: ! elyabinsk oblast Petr Sumin 6 
ee he ais elaySere- | rak oblast Aleksandr Rutskoi 79 % PPUR 
duced the number of elections completed by Leni : ks : 

; eningrad oblast Vadim Gustov 53 % independent 
the end of January 1997 to 47. In October | Magadan oblast Valentin Tsvetkov 46% independent 
1993, during the conflict between president —_| Marji-El (Rep. Of) Vyacheslav Kislitsyn 59 % PPUR 
and legislature, Yeltsin had dismissed the Murmansk oblast © Yury Yevdokimov 44% Lebed 
heads of a significant number of regional | Nenets ao Vladimir Butov 49% independent 
administrations and replaced them with his __ | Perm oblast Gennady Igumnov 65 % incumbent 
own appointees. Only around half of these Pskov oblast Yevgeny Mikhailov 56% LDPR 

Rostov oblast Vladimir Chub 62% incumbent 


Seles . % Gite $6 a oan Ryazan oblast Vyacheslav Lyubimov56 % PPUR 
thereby weakening Yeltsin’s position in the Sache Yokota 

upper house of the legislature. (Rep. of) Mikhail Nikolayev 60% incumbent 
Sakhalin oblast Igor Farkhutdinov 39% incumbent 
Samara oblast Konstantin Titov 63 % incumbent 
Saratov oblast Dmitry Ayatskov 81% incumbent 
(provinces); 10 autonomous okrugs (ao) (districts); | Stavropol krai Aleksandr Chernogorov55 % PPUR 

and the cities of Moscow and St Petersburg. Since _| 1 aimyr ao Gennady Nedelin 64 % incumbent 
December 1995 the Council of the Federation Tyumen oblast Leonid Roketsky 59% incumbent 
(upper house of the legislature) had been Ulyanovsk oblast Yury Goryachev 43% incumbent 
composed of two representatives from each unit: Ust-Orda Buryat ao Valery Maleyev 37% independent 
the heads of the local legislature and executive. Vladimir oblast Nikolai Vinogradov 63 % PPUR 
Gubematorial elections thus also determined the Volgograd oblast Nikolai Maksyuta_ 51 % PPUR 
composition of the upper house. (Between Vologda oblast Vyacheslav Pozgalev 80% incumbent 
December 1993 and December 1995, the Council _| Voronezh oblast Ivan Shabanov 49 % PPUR 

of the Federation had been directly elected, with | Yamal-Nenetsao Yury Neyelov 68 % incumbent 
two representatives from each territorial unit). 


The Russian Federation consisted of 89 territorial 
units: 21 republics; one autonomous oblast 
(region); 49 administrative oblasts; six krais 


Further elections were scheduled for Feb. 2 (Agin 
Buryat ao); March 16 (Republic of Tuva); March 
23 (Amur oblast), the result of the election on 
Sept. 22 [see p. 41280] having been annulled; and 
April, 1997 (Krasnoyarsk krai; Orel oblast). [For 
previous local election results see pp. 39826; 
40109; 40692; 41151] 


@ Last article pp. 41418-19; for key 1996 events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


+Second round run-off 

PPUR Communist and nationalist alliance formed August, 1996 [see p. 41234] 

LDPR Liberal Democratic Party of Russia, led by extreme nationalist Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
Lebed candidate supported by Yeltsin opponent Aleksandr Lebed. 

n/a Not available. 

*Most incumbents were supporters of Yeltsin 

(ff) denotes women 
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Elections in Chechenya 


Presidential elections in the separatist Rus- 
sian republic of Chechenya took place on 
Jan. 27. Aslan Maskhadov, the former chief- 
of-staff of the Chechen army and Prime 
Minister in the interim government, who had 
negotiated the peace agreement with Russia 
in August 1996 [see pp. 41235-36], won a 
clear first-round victory. Maskhadov, who 
was viewed by the Russian government as 
the most moderate of the candidates, never- 
theless pledged after his election to pursue 
Chechenya’s independence from Russia. 


Maskhadov also flatly refused to participate in the 
Federation Council—the upper chamber of the 
Russian legislature—to which his election as 
President of one of the Russian Federation’s 
constituent territorial units guaranteed him a seat. 
Russia’s Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov, 
warned a Russian Council of Ministers’ meeting 
on Jan. 9: “there is a real danger that Chechenya 
will leave Russia de jure and de facto.” 
Maskhadov’s main rival, military leader Shamil 
Basayev, whose most notorious action had been 
the capture of over 1,000 hostages in the southern 
Russian town of Budennovsk in June 1995 [see 
pp. 40608-09], came second in the election. Third 
place was won by the incumbent President, 
Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev. 


The Chechen Central Electoral Commission 
published the official results on Feb. 2. The 
turnout of 407,699 constituted 79.4 per cent 
of the electorate, with 4 per cent of papers 
(16,327 votes) being deemed invalid. 


Chechenya presidential elections 


Candidate votes cast % of votes 


Aslan Maskhadov 241,950 59.3 


Shamil Basayev 95,841 23.5 
Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev 41,183 10.1 
10 others 12,398 Fal 


The Organization for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE), which had sent 72 observers to 
monitor the elections, confirmed that there had 
been no irregularities in their conduct. On Jan. 28, 
head of the OSCE mission, Tim Guldiman, 
described the elections as “democratic and 
legitimate”. 


Withdrawal of remaining troops- 
Renaming of capital city 


The chief-of-staff of Russia’s Interior Minis- 
try troops, Gen. Pavel Maslov, announced on 
Jan. 5 that all Interior Ministry troops had 
been withdrawn from Chechenya. This fol- 


lowed the withdrawal of Defence Ministry 
troops in December [see pp. 41418-19]. 


It was reported on Jan. 24 that the Chechen 
capital, Grozny, had been renamed Dzhokhar 
Ghala (City of Dzhokhar) in honour of the 
late separatist leader Dzhokhar Dudayev who 
had led the early stages of Chechenya’s 
struggle for independence. Dudayev had 
been killed in a rocket attack in April 1996 
[see p. 41061]. 


BELARUS 
New government 


Following the approval of a new Constitution 
in November 1996 [see p. 41381], President 
Alyaksandr Lukashenka approved changes to 
the structure of the Belarusian government. A 
presidential decree of Jan. 14 stated. that 
henceforth the Council of Ministers was to 
include the chairs of state committees, the 
head of the presidential administration, and 
the chair of the state control committee. Sev- 
eral new ministerial appointments were also 
made. 


The acting Prime Minister Syargey Ling, who had 
been appointed in November, remained uncon- 
firmed in his post. Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Uladzimir Syanko was replaced by Deputy For- 
eign Minister, Ivan Antanovich; whilst Lt.-Gen. 
Alyaksandr Chumakow was confirmed as Defence 
Minister, a post which he had held since Novem- 
ber 1996 [see p. 41381]. Both 


Chumakow and Antanovich were known to be 
strong advocates of closer ties between Belarus 
and Russia. 


As at Jan. 15, the composition of the Council 
of Ministers was as follows: 


Syargey Ling Acting Prime Minister 

Pyotr Prakapovich First Deputy Prime Minister 
Uladzimir Garkun Deputy Prime Minister 
Vasil Dalgalyow Deputy Prime Minister 

Valery Kokaraw Deputy Prime Minister 
Uladzimir Rusakevich Deputy Prime Minister 
Vasil Lyavonaw Agriculture and Food 

Genadz Navitski Architecture and Construction 


’ Ivan Bambiza CIS Affairs 


Uladzimir Gancharenka Communications 
Alyaksandr Sasnowski Culture 

Lt. Gen. Alyaksandr Chumakow Defence 
*Uladzimir Shymaw Economy 

Vasil Strazhaw Education 

Ivan Kenik Emergency Situations 

Alyaksandr Sazonaw Enterprise and Investment 
*Mikalay Rumas Finance (acting) 

*Ivan Antanovich Foreign Affairs 

Mikhail Marynich Foreign Economic Relations 
Valyantsin Zorin Forestry 

Valyantsin Gerasimaw Fuel and Energy 
*(vacant) Health 

Barys Batura Housing and Municipal Services 
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* Anatol Kharlap Industry 

Maj. Gen. Valyantsin Agalets Internal Affairs 
*Genadz Varantsow Justice 

Ivan Lyakh Labour 

Mikhail Rusy Natural Resources and Environ- 
mental Protection 

Volga Dargel (/) Social Security 

*Uladzimir Makeychyk Sport and Tourism 
*Vasil Novak State Property and Privatization 
Uladzimir Nichyparovich Statistics and Analysis 
Pyotr Kazlow Trade 

*(vacant) Transport 


Chairmen of state committees forming part of 
Cabinet 


Alyaksandr Mikhalchanka Archives and Rec- 
ords 

Rygor Fyodaraw Aviation 

Alyaksandr Pawlowski Border Troops 

Pyotr Krechka Customs 

Lew Dubovik Energy and Energy Supervision 
Anatol Dastanka Higher Appraisal 

Yury Pakumeyka Hydrometeorology 

Georhiy Kuznyatsow Land Resources, Geodesy 
and Cartography 

Valery Kudashow Patents 

Uladzimir Zamyatalin Press 

Alyaksandr Belyk Religious and Ethnic Affairs 
Viktar Gaysyonak Science and Technology 
Valery Karashkow Standardization, Metrology 
and Certification ‘s 
Uladzimir Matskevich State Security (KGB) 
Mikalay Dzyamchuk Taxation 
Alyaksandr Paznyak Youth Affairs 

Mikhail Myasnikovich Head of Presidential Ad- 
ministration 

Mikalay Damashkevich State Control Committee 


*New appointment. 
Women are denoted by (f). 


Election of chairman of Legisla- 
ture - Appointments to judiciary 


The upper house of the new legislature, the 
Council of the Republic, elected Pavel Shy- 
puk as its chairman, and Tamara Dutko its 
deputy chairwoman at a session on Jan. 13. 
Both were elected unanimously by the 58 
deputies present. [For election of chairman of 
lower house see p. 41381.] 


A number of presidential decrees, issued on 
Jan. 4 in connection with the new Constitu- 
tion, appointed senior members of the judici- 
ary. Rryhor Vasilevich was named chairman 
of the Constitutional Court [for resignation of 
former chairman see p. 41419]. 


In addition, former Justice Minister Valyantsin 
Sukala was appointed chairman of the Supreme 
Court, and Uladzimir Boyka was confirmed as 
chairman of the Supreme Economic Court, a post 
he had held since 1991. Lukashenka completed his 
quota of appointments to the Constitutional Court 
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on Jan. 23, naming five further judges to the 12- 
member body. The remaining six posts were to be 
filled by appointees of the Council of the 


Republic. 


Replacement of head of National 
Bank 


The chairwoman of the National Bank of 
Belarus (NBB), Tamara Vinnikava, was dis- 
missed from office on Jan 14 for “abuses of 
her official position”. She was detained the 
same day pending an investigation of the 
charges. On Jan. 16, a presidential decree ap- 
pointed Genadz Oleinikov, chairman of 
Belvneshekonombank (Belarus Foreign Eco- 
nomic Bank) to the post vacated by Vinni- 
kava. 


The charges were thought to relate to Vinnikava’s 
previous post as chair of the board of Belarusbank 
(a commercial bank with 99 per cent state 
interest). She had been appointed to chair the NBB 
in 1996. 


Formation of “shadow cabinet” 


Opposition leaders from the outgoing legis- 
lature—the Supreme Council—and from 
democratic and communist parties met on 
Jan. 8 to form a coalition “shadow cabinet”. 
Their declared aim was to develop alternative 
policies to those of the current regime. The 
chairman of the new body, which was to be 


* named the Public Coalition Government- 


National Economic Council (PCG-NEC), 
was Genadz Karpenka of the United Civic 
Party (UCP). UCP leader ~ Stanislaw 
Bahdankevich had been instrumental in pro- 
viding the initiative for the PCG-NEC. 


Suspension by Council of Europe 


On Jan. 13 the Council of Europe’s Parlia- 
mentary Assembly decided to suspend Be- 
larus’s observer status [in force since Sep- 
tember 1992]. It was also reported on Jan. 21 
that the Council of Europe was to send a 
joint fact-finding mission to Belarus with the 
EU and the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) to report on 
the political situation there following the 
constitutional referendum of November 1996 
[see p. 41381]. 


Relations with Russia and 
Ukraine 


A letter from Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
to his Belarusian counterpart on Jan. 13, pro- 
posing further moves towards the integration 
of the two former Soviet republics, was wel- 
comed by President Lukashenka. 


The letter followed the treaty of April 1996— 
which had formed a Community of Sovereign 
Republics between Russia and Belarus [see p. 
41062]—by suggesting the creation of a single 
government, and joint currencies, taxation systems 
and energy supply. Observers suggested that the 
Russian President’s letter was a part of Russia’s 
counter-offensive to NATO’s plans for the 
inclusion of some East European states [see p. 
41427]. 


Lukashenka held a meeting with his Ukrainian 
counterpart Leonid Kuchma on Jan. 17 in Gomel, 
Belarus, at which the two presidents discussed 
measures for further co-operation between their 
countries. 


Confirmation of national holiday 


A presidential decree of Jan. 4 confirmed that 
Belarusian Independence Day would be cele- 
brated on July 3, the anniversary of its lib- 
eration from Nazi forces in 1944. The pro- 
posal had received massive popular support 
in the November constitutional referendum 
[see p. 41381]. 


@ Last article p. 41419; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


UKRAINE 


Opening of Constitutional Court 


Ukraine’s Constitutional Court was formally 
instated on Jan. 3. Provision for the Court 
had been made in the new Constitution 
adopted on June 28, 1996 [see p. 41151]. Of 
its 18 judges, 16 had been appointed by the 
time the Court came into being. Two posts, 
however, to which the People’s Council 
(legislature) was entitled to make appoint- 
ments, remained vacant. President Leonid 
Kuchma announced on Jan. 3 that he had 
submitted his first case to the Court, asking it 
to review the constitutionality of the parlia- 
mentary auditing department. 


Tension with Russia over Sevas- 
topol 


The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry handed an 
official protest to the Russian embassy in 
Kiev-on Jan. 19 over remarks made by the 
Mayor of Moscow and member of the Rus- 
sian Federation Council, Yury Luzhkov, to 
the effect that the Ukrainian port of Sevas- 
topol—the base of the Black Sea Fleet— 
“remained a Russian city”. The Russian news 
agency ITAR-TASS quoted Luzhkov as 
saying that “nowhere and never was a docu- 
ment adopted to say that Sevastopol had been 
transferred under Ukrainian rule”. 
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Luzhkovy made his comments during a visit to 
Sevastopol on Jan. 17 to mark the presentation of 
172 apartments to officers of the Black Sea Fleet. 
The apartments were the first to be completed in a 
new 300-apartment block funded from the 
Moscow city budget. 


Luzhkov argued that Sevastopol had not been 
included in the transfer of the Crimean peninsula 
from Russia to Ukraine in 1954 by the Soviet 
leader Nikita Khrushchev. In the month preceding 
his visit to the city, Luzhkov had drafted a 
resolution to the Russian Federation Council (the 
upper chamber of the bicameral Russian 
legislature) which disputed Ukraine’s title to 
Sevastopol. The non-binding. resolution was 
adopted on Dec. 5 by 110 votes to 14, with seven 
abstentions. Luzhkov’s pursuit of the Sevastopol 
issue was thought to be a ploy to gain political 
popularity. [For Ukraine’s relations with Russia 
see pp. 41062-63; 41329-30.] 


@ Last article p. 41419; for key 1996 events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


ESTONIA 


Refusal of Russia to sign border 


agreement. 


Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
stated on Jan. 9 that Russia would not sign a 
border agreement with Estonia which had 
been drawn up in 1996. The agreement had 
been reached between Estonia’s then Foreign 
Minister Siim Kallas and his Russian coun- 
terpart Yevgeny Primakov during a meeting 
in the Russian city of Petrozavodsk on Nov. 
5, 1996. 


In announcing the revised Russian position, 
Primakoy stressed that the rights of Russian 
speakers in Estonia needed to be protected. He 
stated that Russia should impose economic 
sanctions on those countries which discriminated 
against ethnic Russians, and he singled out 
Estonia as a prime offender. 


Kallas suggested that Primakov’s statement was 
the result of an internal political struggle within 
the Russian government and was linked to issues 
other than that of the border. A number of 
commentators accepted this analysis, emphasizing 
that Estonia had made concessions on the border 
issue in its attempt to foster good relations with 
Russia in order to strengthen its campaign for 
entry into the EU. Amongst these was its 
willingness to dispense with its demand that the 
1920 Tartu Peace Treaty be mentioned in the 
border pact, and its agreement to demarcate the 
border where Russia had unilaterally fixed it two 
years earlier [see pp. 41200-01; 40837; 40421). 


Whilst expressing regret over the Russian 
decision, the Estonian government confirmed that 
it remained willing to sign the agreement. 
However, a round table of Estonian political 
parties declared on Jan. 24 that the signing of the 
treaty could not be linked to any concessions to 
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Russia regarding citizenship or other matters of 
internal Estonian policy. 


Decision by Council of Europe to 
cease monitoring of Estonia 


The Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly 
on Jan. 30 voted to close the monitoring procedure 
for Estonia. The Assembly highlighted Estonia’s 
progress in the field of human rights since 
becoming a Council of Europe member in 1993 
[see p. 39484] but noted a few areas which 
required further attention. 


@ Last article p. 41420; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


LATVIA 


Resignation and renomination 
of Prime Minister 


Prime Minister Andris Skele, who resigned 
on Jan. 20, was re-nominated by President 
Guntis Ulmanis on Jan. 29 following con- 
sultations with the 100-member Saiema 
(legislature). 


Skele had resigned after widespread criticism over 
his choice of businessman Vasilijs Melniks as 
Finance Minister to replace Aivars Kreituss who 
had been dismissed in October 1996 [see p. 
41332]. Ulmanis had urged the Saiema to reject 
the appointment of Melniks, who had been the 
subject of a corruption investigation by the 
Prosecutor’s Office but had been cleared of any 
wrong-doing. Following Skele’s resignation over 
the issue, Melniks also resigned on Jan. 22. 

The resignation of Skele was unexpected. 
Appointed to the post in December 1995 
following an inconclusive earlier general election 
[see pp. 40874; 40788-89], he had been a 
compromise candidate without party affiliation. 
He subsequently formed an eight-party coalition, 
spanning the political spectrum, which he 
managed to hold together despite internal 
dissension. He was seen as a key figure in the 
acceleration of economic reforms and had aimed 
to make Latvia more attractive to investors. In 
December he had succeeded in gaining legislative 
approval for the country’s first balanced budget. 


Skele was renominated for the post of pre- 
mier on Jan. 29 after negotiations demon- 
strated that he continued to command a ma- 
jority in the Saiema. It was also reported that 
the President believed him to be the best 
choice for the continued implementation of 
economic reform. However, with formal con- 
sultations on the formation of a new govern- 
ment not due to commence until Feb. 4, the 
composition of Skele’s new administration 
remained uncertain at the end of January. 


However, on Jan. 30 two of the largest 
parliamentary factions, Latvia’s Way and the 
Union for the Fatherland and Freedom, signed a 
co-operation agreement concerning the new 
government. They agreed to the retention of those 


Cabinet ministers who had proved their 
competence in the previous government, although 
a number of the proposals in the document were at 
odds with earlier statements made by the other 
major parliamentary faction, the Democratic Party 
Saimnieks. Skele had proposed forming the new 
government drawn from the three major parties, 
together with representatives from smaller groups, 
including the Farmers’ Union coalition with 
Christian Democratic Union of Latvia. 


i Last article p. 41332; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


MOLDOVA 


Inauguration of new President - 


Appointment of Prime Minister- 
designate 


Petru Lucinschi.was formally inaugurated as 
the new President of Moldova on Jan. 15. 
Lucinschi replaced Mircea Snegur whom he 
had defeated in elections held in November- 
December 1996 [see pp. 41382; 41419]. On 
Jan. 16 Lucinschi issued a decree designating 
Ion Cebuc, chairman of the State Accounting 
Chamber, as Prime Minister-designate. 


Lucinschi had resigned as chair of the legislature 
(the Parlamentul) on Jan. 9. In a parliamentary 
ballot held on the same day Dumitru Motpan, head 
of the ruling Agrarian Democratic Party and a 
vice-chair of the Parlamentul, failed to win the 50 
per cent of the vote required for his election as 
Lucinschi’s successor. Motpan’s failure appeared 
to reflect a regrouping of parliamentary forces 
which had occurred during the presidential 
election period. 


Inauguration of Dnestr president 
- Talks on normalization memo- 
randum 


Igor Smimov, who had been re-elected as 
President of the breakaway Dnestr region in 
December [see p. 41420], was inaugurated 
for a second term on Jan. 10. 


Smirnov and Lucinschi held a round of “closed- 
door” talks on Jan. 3 to discuss a resumption of 
negotiations on a Dnestr settlement. Talks 
between the two sides had been frozen since mid- 
1996 when a memorandum on the normalization 
of relations between Moldova and Dnestr was 
initialled. After the memorandum had been 
initialled, former Moldovan President Snegur had 
refused to sign it unless it was revised. Following 
his election in December, Lucinschi had 
announced his intention to sign the memorandum 
as “an intermediate stage in granting of special 
status to the region”. 


@ Last article pp. 41419-20; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 
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AZERBAIJAN 


Details of alleged 1996 coup 
plot - Sentencing of earlier coup 
plotters 


The Interior Ministry and the Prosecutor 
General issued a joint statement on Jan. 24 
which claimed that a coup attempt had been 
prevented in October 1996. 


According to the statement, the coup had been 
planned under the leadership of, amongst others, 
former President Ayaz Mutalibov (1990-92) and 
former Prime Minister Surat Guseinov (1993-94). 
The statement also claimed that foreign 
intelligence officers were directly involved. In 
August 1995 the authorities claimed to have 
discovered a coup plot organized by Mutalibov, — 
who was currently living in Moscow [see p. 
40693]. 


In an unrelated case, on Jan. 16 the Supreme 
Court sentenced 31 former Baku special po- 
lice force members to terms of imprisonment 
ranging between two and 14 years for their 
involvement in an attempted coup in March 
1995 [see pp. 40463-64; 40960-61]. 


Approval of 1997 budget 


The Milli Majlis (the legislature) approved 
the 1997 budget on Jan. 5 [for 1996 budget 
see p. 41017]. Expenditure was set at 3,184 
billion manats (US$1.00=4,230 manats as at 
Jan. 3) and revenue at 2,500 billion manats. 


@ Last articles pp. 41424; 41382; for 1996 key events 
see 1997 reference supplement. 


POLAND 
Government change 


Tadeusz Zielinki, a former Ombudsman, was 
appointed as Minister of Labour and Social 
Policy on Jan. 3. He replaced Andrzej 
Baczkowski who had died in November [see 
p. 41380]. 


Formation of new party 


A new political party, the Conservative Peo- 
ple’s Party (SKL), was formed on Jan. 12. 


The new party united two small opposition parties, 
the People’s Christian Party (SZCh)—led by Artur 
Batazs—and the Conservative Party (PK)—led by 
Aleksander Hall. It also included a number of 
former members of the opposition Freedom Union 
(UW), including former ministers Jan Maria 
Rokita and Bronislaw Komorowski. Janek 
Janiszewsk, a former SZCh Agriculture Minister, 
was appointed as president of the SKL. 
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Komorowski was appointed as general secretary 
and Hall as head of the political council of the 


new party. 


@ Last article p. 41418; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 


Signature of joint declaration by 
Czech Republic and Germany 


On Jan. 21 the Czech Republic and Germany 
signed a declaration of reconciliation cover- 
ing Nazi Germany’s annexation of Czech ter- 
ritory in 1938-39, and the post-war expulsion 
by Czechoslovakia of 3,000,000 Sudetenland 
Germans [for details of declaration see pp. 
41417-18]. 


Return to work by Havel 


President Vaclav Havel, who had a malignant 
tumour removed from his lung in early De- 
cember [see p. 41417], returned to work on 
Jan. 7 when he formally appointed Vlasta 
Parkanova as Deputy Prime Minister and 
Justice Minister. At the beginning of January, 
Havel, widowed in early 1996, married ac- 
tress Dagmar Veskmova and announced that 
he had given up smoking and drinking. 


@ Last article pp. 41417-18; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


ROMANIA 
Arrest of miners’ leader 


Miron Cosma, the leader of the miners’ trade 
union in the Jiu Valley, was arrested on Jan. 
_10 and detained on a 30-day warrant on vari- 
ous serious charges, including “undermining 
state authority”. Cosma had led miners from 
the Jiu Valley in a series of violent marches 
in Bucharest (the capital) in 1990-91. The 
last of these marches, in September 1991, 
had forced Petre Roman to resign as Prime 
Minister [see p. 38450]. 


Some reports claimed that Ion Hiescu, who had 
been defeated in November’s _ presidential 
elections by Emil Constantinescu [see p. 41376], 
had recently summoned the miners to Bucharest. 


@ Last article p. 41417; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


SWITZERLAND 


Continuing pressure on banks 
over Nazi links 


In a further effort to defuse the crisis arising 
from the role of Switzerland during the Sec- 
ond World War, the government and the 
country’s banking community agreed on Jan. 
23 to the establishment of a fund to aid 
Holocaust victims and their families. The 
government indicated, however, that it would 
not contribute financially to the fund until it 
was Satisfied that the facts related to the fate 
of Jewish wartime assets had been fully es- 
tablished. 


On Jan. 22 Rainer Gut, chairman of Credit Suisse 
Group, had urged the immediate setting up of a 
“well-endowed fund” as a goodwill gesture to 
survivors and victims of the Holocaust who had 
left their money in Swiss banks. Gut, who 
favoured a fund of more than Sfr100 million 
(US$1.00=Sfr1.40 as at Jan. 24), said that he had 
acted because Switzerland’s credibility was at its 
lowest point since the Second World War. Under 
his plan the government, the Swiss National Bank 
and Swiss banks would each contribute a third to 
the fund. No date for the founding of the fund was 
given. : 


On Jan. 27 Carlo Jagmetti, the Swiss ambas- 
sador to the USA, resigned after it emerged 
that in a memo to Foreign Minister Flavio 
Cotti he had likened the handling of the crisis 
to waging a “war” which had to be fought on 
“two fronts: foreign and domestic”. The re- 
mark caused great offence to Jewish organi- 
zations in Switzerland and abroad. Jagmetti 
apologized but accused the media and un- 
named pressure groups of distorting the facts 
in order to portray both him and the govern- 
ment as anti-Semitic. 


Jewish sensibilities had already been inflamed by 
comments made by Jean-Pascal Delamuraz, 
Minister of Public Economy and President in 
1996. On Dec. 31 he had described the idea of the 
establishment of a compensation fund as 
“blackmail” and had argued that it “would be 
considered an admission of Swiss guilt”. As a 
result, Jewish organizations—including the Jewish 
Agency for Israel and the World Jewish 
Congress—had threatened to call for a boycott of 
Swiss banks. On Jan. 29 the New York City 
council began considering a bill to bar city funds 
from being deposited in Swiss banks until a 
memorial fund had been established. 


On Jan. 30 more than 100 prominent Swiss 
writers, lawyers, doctors, academics and film 
producers published a petition accusing politicians 
and bankers of mishandling the scandal and 
damaging the national image. 


On Jan. 31 Paul Volcker, the head of the 
independent committee searching for dormant 
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accounts [see p. 41386], ordered an immediate 
investigation into the document-shredding policies 
of Swiss banks. The decision followed the 
revelation that Union Bank of Switzerland (UBS), 
the country’s most powerful bank, had destroved 
historical records. In December a night watchman 
at UBS had discovered containers of shredded 
documents, some of which referred to the Second 
World War. 


@ Last article p. 41424; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


CYPRUS 


Tension over plan to install 
Russian missile system 


It was revealed on Jan. 5 that the Cypriot 


government had placed an order for the pur- 
chase of Russian-made S-300 surface-to-air 
missiles. The news alarmed Western gov- 
ernments and severely heightened the tension 
between the Greek and Turkish communities 
in Cyprus. 


The S-300, an accurate missile system with a 
range of about 140 km, was described by its mak- 
ers—the Russian state-controlled Rosvoorouzhe- 
nie company—as superior to the US-built Patriot 
missile. Experts cited by the Financial Times of 
Jan. 6 stated that its acquisition by the [Greek] 
Cypriots would overturn the air superiority en- 
joyed by Turkish forces since their invasion of the 
island in 1974. It was estimated that Turkey had 
some 30,000 troops stationed in the self-declared 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). 


Already alarmed by an arms build-up in both 
sectors of the divided island, many Western 
governments, together with UN representatives, 
expressed concern over the destabilizing effect of 
the missile purchase. Accordingly, the USA, UK 
and other governments reportedly urged President 
Glafkos Clerides of Cyprus to abandon the plan. 
The Cypriot government responded by claiming 
that it had a legitimate right to strengthen its 
defences “so that its people cease to be hostages of 
the Turkish occupation forces”. 


Rauf Denktash, the president of the TRNC, 
warmed in late January that current trends on the 
island were leading towards war. On Jan. 6, 
President Suleyman Demirel of Turkey said that 
Ankara would not permit any threats against the 
Turkish Cypriot community. Turkish statements in 
the ensuing days further raised tension over the 
issue. On Jan. 9, Turhan Tayan, the Defence 
Minister, said in Ankara that Turkey would use its 
capability to prevent the missiles’ deployment. In 
what was taken to be a reference to the 1974 
Turkish invasion of Cyprus, he suggested that 
Turkey might “do the same again” if it proyed 
necessary to neutralize the threat posed by the 
missiles. 


Greek Cypriot officials appeared to play down the 
level of tension, stating that there was no fixed 


41461 


News Digest for January 1997 


date for the missiles’ deployment and that the 
purchase was partly intended to focus international 
attention on the need for a solution to the wider 
Cyprus problem. However, on Jan. 10, 
government spokesman Yiannakis Cassoulides 
said that the defence programme would continue 
“undeterred by these [Turkish] threats”. On the 
same day, Tansu Ciller, the Turkish Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Affairs Minister, stated at a 
news conference in Ankara that “if they are 
deployed, we will do whatever we have to and if 
that means they need to be hit, they will be hit”. 
Ciller also accused Greece of encouraging the 
Greek Cypriot government to adopt a belligerent 
position. However, Kostas Simitis, the Greek 
Prime Minister, brushed aside hawkish statements 
by some government colleagues, stressing on Jan. 
11 that his government remained committed to 
stability in the region. 


Growing international involve- 
ment 


Both the UK and US governments con- 
demned the missile purchase as likely to trig- 
ger an arms race. Carey Cavanaugh, a US 
State Department special envoy, arrived in 
Nicosia (Lefkosia) on Jan. 12 and immedi- 
ately called for restraint by all parties. 


On Jan. 13 Cavanaugh announced that he had 
been assured by President Clerides that the 
missiles would not be deployed for another 16 
months and that their purchase, therefore, need not 
be a crisis issue. Denktash was reported to have 
welcomed this assurance, and the US envoy 
travelled to Athens that same day. In the Greek 
capital he announced that there had been a 
“breakthrough” and that the two sides in Cyprus 
had agreed upon a package of measures to reduce 
tension. 


Despite these US efforts to defuse the situation, 
however, tension between the two sides remained 
acute at the end of January. Demirel and Denktash 
issued a statement in Ankara on Jan. 20 which 
asserted that Turkey would build air and naval 
bases in northern Cyprus unless Greece abandoned 
plans to establish military facilities in the south of 
the island. Furthermore, the statement made clear 
that any attack on the TRNC would be considered 
as an attack on Turkey itself. On the following day 
it was announced in Ankara that Turkish naval 
vessels would visit northern Cypnis in the coming 
days, and on Jan. 25-26 crowds turned out to 
welcome Turkish warships as they arrived in the 
port of Famagusta. 


On Jan. 21, Greek-Cypriot officials rejected 
Cavanaugh’s proposal to ban flights over Cyprus 
by both Greek and Turkish warplanes. 


@ Last article p. 41424; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


TURKEY 


Allegations of state involvement 


with criminal gangs 


An official inquiry into alleged links between 
Mafia-type underground gangs and govern- 
ment officials announced on Jan. 10 that it 
was to recommend prosecuting Mehmet 
Agar, the disgraced former Interior Minister, 
Sedat Bucak, a member of the legislature, 
and 34 others including a number of senior 
police officers [see p. 41389]. 


Bucak was a member of the True Path Party 
(DYP) headed by Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Affairs Minister Tansu Ciller, a part of the 
governing coalition. He was the sole survivor of a 
mysterious car crash in November 1996 [see p. 
41389] in which he had been travelling in the 
same car as a former police chief, a notorious 
gangster and a former beauty queen. The gangster, 
Abdullah Catli, was allegedly being protected 
from the authorities by Agar. 


While Bucak denied any wrongdoing, it was 
reported that the chief prosecutor in Istanbul was 
seeking to have his parliamentary immunity lifted 
so that he could face charges. 


@ Last article p. 41389; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


GREECE 


Protests over government aus- 


terity plans 


Public and private sector workers, together 
with merchant seamen, mounted a series of 
disruptive strikes during January over gov- 
ermment economic measures which aimed to 
qualify Greece for European economic and 
monetary union within five years [see p. 
41389]. 


A one-day strike on Jan. 23 called by the General 
Confederation of Greek Workers, closed banks 
and offices, and halted rail, air and bus traffic. 
Thousands of strikers demonstrated in central 
Athens where Christos Polyzogopoulos, leader of 
the Confederation, warned of further “great 
unrest” unless the government modified its 
determination to cut public spending. 


In a separate action, secondary school teachers on 
Jan. 20 launched an indefinite strike for higher 
pay. However, on Jan. 23 seamen ended a 10-day 
strike which had caused severe food shortages on 
some islands and had trapped several thousand 
foreign truck drivers. The strike ended after the 
government dropped plans to end tax-free 
privileges long enjoyed by seamen. 


Renewal of farmers’ protests 


Farmers, who blockaded roads for 25 days 
during December [see p. 41422], resumed 
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their protests on Jan. 28, despite government 
threats to use force in order to prevent further 
disruption of the economy. 


The farmers, who were reportedly planning to 
occupy public buildings across central Greece and 
to block the main north-south railway, were 
demanding lower fuel costs, cuts in value-added 


tax on farm equipment, higher price supports, — 


especially for cotton, and a rescheduling of debts 
to the state Agricultural Bank. 


@ Last article p. 41422; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


SPAIN 


Gibraltar co-sovereignty offer to 


UK 


The Spanish government on Jan. 29 con- 


firmed that it had made a fresh proposal to 
the UK for shared sovereignty over Gibraltar 
which had been rejected by the UK govern- 
ment. 


The proposal, news of which had been leaked to 
the Spanish press on Jan. 28, had been made by 
Foreign Minister Abel Matutes to his British 
counterpart Malcolm Rifkind on Jan. 22 during 
their meeting in the Spanish capital, Madrid. 
Official Spanish sources stated that the UK 
government had rejected the offer on Jan. 28 on 
the grounds that it did not take into account the 
feelings of Gibraltarians, a majority of whom had 
decisively rejected previous co-sovereignty 
schemes. The proposal had reportedly envisaged a 
co-sovereignty arrangement of between 50 to 75 
years, with the possibility that this might be 
extended to 100 years. Under it, UK would have 
retained substantial control over Gibraltar’s 
affairs, including foreign relations, but Spain 
would have played a role “gradually 
commensurate with the new arrangement”. 


Peter Caruana, Gibraltar’s Chief Minister, on Jan. 
28 described Matutes’s proposal as “absurd”. He 
made his statement during a high-profile visit to 
Brussels to seek EU assistance in resolving some 
of the territory’s grievances against Spain. These 
included a ban on maritime and air links between 
Spain and Gibraltar, restrictions imposed on 
airlines approaching Gibraltar airport, and the 
refusal of Spain to recognize Gibraltarian identity 
cards or the territory’s international telephone 
code. The Spanish press denounced Caruana’s. 
visit as unnecessary on the grounds that the UK 
had sole responsibility for Gibraltar’s external 
affairs, including its relationship with the EU. 
Spanish pressure reportedly dissuaded the relevant 
EU commissioners from receiving Caruana’s 
delegation. 


The meeting between Matutes and Rifkind 
also sought to defuse the contentious issue of 


Spain’s attitude to British passports issued in - 


Gibraltar. The two ministers agreed to estab- 
lish a commission to examine the status of 
such passports, particularly those (1,400 out 
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of a total of 14,000) which did not include 
the right of residence in the UK and EU. 


In early January the Spanish Foreign Ministry had 
threatened to withdraw recognition of the 
passports by treating as obsolete a 1960 Anglo- 
‘Spanish visa-waver treaty under which 
Gibraltarians had acquiréd the right to travel freely 
to Spain. However, this threat was withdrawn after 
the UK insisted that Spain recognize the passports 
as issued to a dependent territory within the EU, 
and argued that failure to do so would be in breach 
of EU rules on free movement. 


Rifkind also announced that Caruana would 


shortly introduce tougher measures to combat 


illegal activities in Gibraltar, including the 
laundering of drug money which was a major 
Spanish concern. 


ETA violence 


Justice Minister Margarita Mariscal de Gante 
stated on Jan. 23 that the government and the 
Attorney General’s office were considering a 
possible legal reform to permit the prosecu- 
tion of those judged to have defended the use 
of terrorism. She added that the government 
was also prepared to introduce special meas- 
ures to combat a recent upsurge in street 
violence in the Basque country. 


The issue of the defence of terrorism was raised 
following the fatal shooting on Jan. 9 of Lt.-Col. 
Jesis Agustin Cuesta Abril in Madrid by 
suspected ETA members. The attack was linked 
by many to comments made hours earlier by Jaime 
Iribarren, a parliamentary deputy of Herri 
Batasuna (HB), the political wing of the ETA 
Basque separatists. Iribarren had expressed regret 
that more violence was imminent as an inevitable 
consequence of continued “repressive measures,” 
and had urged the government to negotiate with 
ETA prisoners over their demands to be 
transferred to prisons nearer their homes. 
Following the shooting, sections of the media 
called for Iribarren’s prosecution. 


There was considerable street violence by 
supporters of ETA during January, mostly 
involving youths in Bilbao, San Sebastian and 


_ Pamplona, which led to dozens of arrests. ETA 
was also believed to have been responsible for a 


rocket grenade attack at Madrid airport on Jan. 2 
which caused little damage. 


The organization suffered a major blow, 
however, with the arrest in France on Jan. 17 
of the group’s alleged third most senior fig- 
ure, José Luis Urrosolo Sistiago. This came 
three days after another prominent member, 
Josu de Mondragon, had been handed over to 
Spanish police by the French authorities. 


Reduction in interest rates 


The Bank of Spain on Jan. 16 cut its bench- 
mark interest ratea quarter point to 6 per 


cent, a record low, in response to the an- 
nouncement of a 3.2 per cent year-on-year 
headline inflation figure in December, the 
lowest since 1968. 


@ Last article p. 41421; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


FRANCE 


Efforts to trace Jewish assets 


Prime Minister Alain Juppé announced on 


Jan. 25 that a five-member commission was 
being established to trace and list property 
seized by the Vichy government from French 
Jews in 1940-44. Juppé’s decision followed 
the revelation that French museums were still 
holding almost 2,000 works of art seized 
from Jews during the Second World War. 


The Jewish population of France had been around 
300,000 when the German occupation began in 
1940; at least 74,000 Jews were deported to Nazi 
concentration camps. At the end of the war much 
of the appropriated Jewish property was either 
untraceable or was unclaimed and remained in 
government hands. Juppé said that the commission 
would “evaluate the scope of the plunder, what 
happened to the stolen goods, the current location 
of those goods and their legal situation”. 


On Jan. 21 the Cour des Comptes, the national 
auditor, claimed that Musées de France (the state- 
run museum authority) had failed in its legal duty 
to seek the rightful owners of works of art stolen 
from Jewish owners. It said that 1,878 such pieces, 
including works by Gauguin, Monet, Renoir and 
Rodin, were held by the Louvre, while the Musée 
d’Orsay possessed 85 pillaged works. The works 
had fallen under the control of Musées de France 
at the end of the war and legislation passed in 
1949 required it to publicize its guardianship of 
the pieces, and arrange for them to be reclaimed 
by their rightful owners. The auditors said that no 
major public effort had been made to achieve this 
since 1954, a charge denied by the Musées de 
France. 


Establishment of commission on 
judicial reform 


President Jacques Chirac on Jan. 21 outlined 
plans for the reform of the judicial system, 
calling for greater judicial independence, 
better protection of the presumption of inno- 
cence and simplified legal procedures. Chirac 
declared that the reconstruction of the legal 
system would be one of the key reforms of 
his presidency. Accordingly, he announced 
the establishment of a 21-member commis- 
sion headed by Pierre Truché, president of 
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the Cour de Cassation, which was charged 
with reporting to the government by July 15 
on ways of achieving such reforms. 


Increased security measures - 
Islamist convictions and arrests 


The Interior Ministry confirmed on Jan. 10 
that an extra 1,000 troops were deployed in 
Paris, reinforcing the 2,000 soldiers and riot 
police already patrolling the city. The Minis- 
try said that the increased security precau- 
tions were being taken following the sen- 
tencing of Islamists on the previous day. The 
start of the Muslim month of Ramadan had 
also been a factor in the decision. Police 
made a series of arrests of suspected Islamists 
during January, including 22 people arrested 
in Paris, Marseilles, and Nice on Jan. 20. 


The Islamists were convicted in the Paris Criminal 
Court on Jan. 9 on charges relating an attack on a 
Marrakesh hotel in August 1994 [see pp. 40160; 
40205; 41420-21] and received sentences of one 
to eight years’ imprisonment. 


Corsican arrests 


The government stepped up its campaign 
against the banned Front for the National 
Liberation of Corsica (FLNC) during Janu- 
ary, arresting about 30 people thought to be 
associated with the organization. 


Among those arrested was Jean-Michel Rossi, a 
leading figure in A Cuncolta, the legal political 
wing of FLNC. His capture on Jan. 4, along with 
that of Francois Santoni in December [see pp. 
41420-21], was thought to have left the movement 
bereft of effective leaders. The only A Cuncolta 
leader still at large was Charles Pieri, whose 
operational capacity was believed to have been 
damaged after he was badly injured in a car 
bombing in 1996. 


Transport strike 


Public transport workers held a one-day 
strike on Jan. 24 affecting most of the coun- 
try’s big cities and towns, including Greno- 
ble, Lille, Lyon and Marseilles. The strike 
was in support of demands for the retirement 
age for all transport workers to be reduced 
from 60 to 55. Early retirement was already 
enjoyed by train drivers, as well as Paris 
public transport workers and, under the set- 
tlement reached to end the November strike 
by lorry drivers, by drivers with 20 years’ 
service [see pp. 41386-87]. 


However, most politicians ruled out earlier 
retirement for all workers. Prime Minister Juppé 
said that it was “not possible financially” and that 
there was “no question of the government 
bending”. He added that only those who worked 
more that 39 hours a week could have any claim to 
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retire at the age of 55. The call was also resisted 
by the opposition Socialist Party. Nevertheless, 
many commentators believed that earlier 
retirement was likely to be a popular issue in the 
run-up to the 1998 general election. 


On Jan. 29 rail unions launched a 36-hour 
stoppage against a government plan to re- 
form the heavily loss-making state-owned 
rail network, Société nationale des chemins 
de fer frangais (SNCF). A bill detailing the 
government’s plans -had been presented to the 
Senate (the upper house of the legislature) on 
Jan. 21. This provided for the company to be 
divided into two, with Réseau ferré national 
(RFN) taking responsibility for the track and 
infrastructure and a revamped SNCF being 
responsible for running and managing the 
trains. Both entities would be state-owned. 
The trade unions feared that the restructuring 
would mean the loss of jobs. 


Bank protest 


Workers at the Paris headquarters of Crédit 
Foncier, the specialist property lender, held 
five of the senior executives hostage on Jan. 
17-22 in protest at government plans for the 
bank’s reconstruction. 


About 500 workers began a sit-in on the moming 
of Jan. 17 and prevented Jérome Meysonnier, the 
bank’s state-appointed governor and four other 
officials from leaving the building. The protest 
was provoked by a statement some days before to 
the National Assembly finance commission by 
Minister of Finance and Economics Jean Arthuis 
who said that legislation to transfer ownership of 
Crédit Foncier to the control of a specially created 
state institution would be presented within a few 
weeks. In 1996 the government had taken the 
unprecedented step of launching a F2.7 billion 
(US$1.00=F5.20 as at Dec. 31, 1996) rescue of 
Crédit Foncier after heavy provisions had made it 
technically bankrupt with losses of F10.8 billion. 
Under the latest government plan, 1,500 of Crédit 
Foncier’s 3,300 staff, and some of the bank’s 
activities were to be transferred to Crédit 
Immobilier, another property lender, while the 
remainder would be placed under a newly created 
state-owned company, the future of which 
remained uncertain. 


Meysonnier was apparently not held by force but, 
reluctant to antagonize his staff, he did not attempt 
to leave the building. He had access to his office 
and maintained contact with the government and 
media. He and his colleagues were finally released 
on Jan. 21. The bank’s staff, however, pledged to 
continue their occupation until the government 
agreed to shelve the reconstruction plans. They 
continued to provide a skeleton service for 
customers. 


@ Last article pp. 41420-21; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


GERMANY 


Presentation of controversial tax 
reforms 


Planned tax reforms, unveiled on Jan. 23, ex- 


posed tensions within the centre-right gov- 
erning coalition—consisting of the Christian 
Democrats (CDU), the Bavarian Christian 
Social Union (CSU) and the Free Democrats 
(FDP)}—and provoked a wave of criticism 
from opposition parties. The proposed reform 
of the country’s complex tax system emerged 
from months of discussions by a commission 
of experts and politicians chaired by the CSU 
Finance Minister Theo Waigel. 


Announcing what he described as “the most 
sweeping tax reform for 50 years”, Waigel stated 
that the government wanted to cut the top and 
bottom rates of income tax from 53 per cent and 
25.9 per cent to 39 per cent and 15 per cent, 
respectively, from January 1999 [see also p. 
41385]. Corporation tax would be cut to 35 per 
cent in 1998 and the solidarity surcharge (the tax 
added to income and corporation tax to help 
finance the re-integration of eastern Germany) was 
to be reduced by 2 percentage points to 5.5 per 
cent. 


There were divisions among the coalition partners 
as to how to make up the consequent loss of 
revenue of more than DMé8:0 billion 
(US$1.00=DM1.63 as at Jan. 24) per year. Waigel 
said that some of the loss would be offset by the 
abolition of a wide range of tax concessions, the 
imposition of tax on certain forms of overtime 
earnings for the first time, and the taxation of 
some pensions and life insurance policies. This 
was expected to reduce the shortfall to DM25 
billion, which could be raised by increasing value 
added tax by 1-2 percentage points. However, this 
was opposed not just by opposition parties but 
also by elements within the CDU, CSU and FDP, 
some of whom called for Waigel’s dismissal. The 
stiffest challenge to Waigel came from Minister of 
Labour and Social Affairs Norbert Bliim, of the 
CDU, who had voted against the reforms when 
they had been discussed at a Cabinet meeting on 
Jan. 23. Bliim, chair of the pension reform 
commission, maintained that the proposed 
taxation of pensions “made more difficult a 
needed expansion of company and private 
pensions schemes”. Observers believed that the 
level of opposition meant that in order to secure 
support for the reforms, the government would 
have to make concessions when drafting the 
necessary legislation. 


Controversy over position of the 
Church of Scientology 


Relations between Germany and the USA 
were strained during January as Germany’s 
attitude to the Church of Scientology was 
criticized. In its annual survey of global hu- 
man rights published on Jan. 29, the US State 
Department also accused the German gov- 
ermmment of operating a “campaign of harass- 
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ment and intimidation” against the Church of 
Scientology. 


The issue had already attracted public attention 
after 34 high-profile US actors, film directors, 
producers and authors had accused the German 
government of discriminating against the group, 
likening the plight of Scientologists to that of the 


Jews under Nazi Germany. The accusation was ~ 


published an “open letter” to Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl as a full page advertisement in the 
International Herald Tribune on Jan. 9. The 
signatories, including Dustin Hoffman, Oliver 
Stone and Gore Vidal, claimed that Scientologists 
were banned from German political parties and 
excluded from jobs in the public service, and that 
their children were expelled from schools. They 
also claimed that Kohl’s CDU had organized 
boycotts of performances by US artists who were 


Scientologists. Observers noted that there was. 


truth in the accusations. German political parties 
had supported moves to curb the activities of the 
group on the grounds that it was not founded on 
religious principles, and, in some conservative 
Lander, Scientologists were barred from public 
employment. The government was also said to be 
considering putting the group under surveillance 
by the anti-extremist Office for the Protection of 
the Constitution. 


Responding to the State Department report 
Berhard Protner, general secretary of the CSU, 
declared that “influential circles in the State 
Department have obviously fallen for 
Scientology’s hate campaign against Germany and 
have let themselves be used by the sect”. 


New trial of Wolf 


Marcus Wolf, the former head of the East 
German secret police (Stasi), appeared in 
court on Jan. 7 on charges of abduction, co- 
ercion and causing grievous bodily harm. 
The charges related to a number of alleged 
incidents which had occurred many years be- 
fore, the earliest dating from 1955. Wolf had 
been convicted of treason in 1993 [see p. 
39787]. However, the verdict had been 
quashed in 1995 by the Federal Court on the 
grounds that East Germans could not be tried 
for having spied on West Germany from East 
German soil [see p. 40793]. 


Wi Last article p. 41422; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


AUSTRIA 


Resignation of Vranitzky - 
Appointment of new 
government 


Franz Vranitzky resigned as Chancellor on - 


Jan. 19, saying that after more than 10 years 
in office he wanted to make way for a 
younger generation [for his appointment in 
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1986 see p. 34693]. He designated Finance 
Minister Viktor Klima as his successor. Al- 
though there had been considerable specula- 
tion about Vranitzky’s future following the 
poor showing of his Social Democratic Party 
(SPO) in the October 1996 elections to the 
European Parliament [see p. 41334], the 
timing of his departure surprised many com- 
mentators 


His resignation came a week after the SPO had 
pushed through the controversial privatization of 
Creditanstalt, Austria’s second biggest bank, in the 
face of opposition from the conservative People’s 
Party (OVP), the junior partner in the governing 
coalition. The government had agreed on Jan. 12 
to sell its 70 per cent stake in Creditanstalt to 
Bank Austria—the country’s largest bank, with 
ties to the SPO—for Sch17.16 billion 
(US$1.00=Sch11.14 as at Jan. 10). The OVP had 
favoured a sale to the public and, in an attempt to 
assuage its opposition to the deal, the government 
ensured that the terms of the sale required Bank 
Austria to sell some of the shares in a secondary 
offering. 


While the negotiations for the sale had 
threatened ‘to bring about the collapse of the 
coalition, they had enhanced the reputation 
of Klima as a politician who was prepared to 
take difficult decisions. On Jan. 24 he named 
his new Cabinet, This included the appoint- 
ment of Rudolf Edlinger as Minister of Fi- 
nance. Edlinger was on the board of the AVZ 
Foundation (which held a 45 per cent stake in 
Bank Austria) and had been a key figure in 
the take-over of Creditanstalt. 


The distribution of portfolios at Jan. 24 was 
as follows: 


+Viktor Klima (SPO) Federal Chancellor 
Wolfgang Schiissel (OVP) Vice-Chancellor 


Wolfgang Bartenstein (OVP) Environment, 
Youth and Family 


*Rudolf Edlinger (SPO) Finance 
Johann Farnleitner (OVP) Economic Affairs 


_ +Karl Schlog! (SPO) Interior 


Werner Fasslabend (OVP) Defence 


Elisabeth Gehrer (/) (OVP) Education and 
Cultural Affairs 


*Lore Hostasch (f) (SPO) Labour, Health and 
Social Affairs 


*Barbara Prammer (/) (SPO) Women’s Issues 
and Consumer Protection 


Nikolaus Michalek (ind.) Justice 


Wilhelm Molterer (OVP) Agriculture and 
Forestry 


+Caspar Einem (SPO) Science and Transport 


*Peter Wittmann (SPO) Minister of State at the 
Federal Chancellery 


_ Benita Ferrero-Waldner (f) (OVP) Minister of 


State at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


*Wolfgang Ruttenstorfer (SPO) Minister of State 
at the Ministry of Finance 


*New appointment. 
+Altered responsibilities. 
Women are denoted by (7). 


@ Last article p. 41334; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


ITALY 


New constitutional reform 
commission 


The Senate on Jan. 16 voted by 256 to 16 to 


establish a 70-member bicameral commission 
to modemize the 1948 Constitution; the deci- 
sion was later endorsed by the Chamber of 
Deputies. The decision contrasted with the 
draft legislation introduced in July 1996 
which had favoured the establishment of two 
commissions, one drawn from each of the 
legislative chambers [see p. 41205]. 


The foundation for this new bipartisan consensus 
on constitutional reform had been laid in 
December during lengthy negotiations between 
Massimo D’Alema, the leader of the former 
communist Democratic Party of the Left (PDS) 
and a major force in the centre-left Olive Tree 
coalition government, and former Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi, the leader of Forza Italia and 
the main opposition centre-right Freedom Alliance 
(Polo della Liberta). It was also reportedly the 
product of long and bitter internal debates 
amongst right-wing opposition leaders. 


Continuing divisions within the opposition, 
however, posed the greatest threat to the success 
of the commission which had until the end of June 
1997 to complete its recommendations. In contrast 
to the view held by Berlusconi, his main ally, 
Gianfranco Fini, the leader of the far-right and 
former fascist National Alliance (AN) party, 
favoured the adoption of a powerful French-style 
presidential system [see p. 40965]. There was, 
however, considerable public distrust in such an 
option because of the legacy of misused 
centralized power associated with the dictatorship 
of Benito Mussolini. There was stronger support 
for the strengthening of the powers of the prime 
minister, a revision of the electoral system, a 
reduction in the number of legislators, a 
redefinition of the roles of the Senate and the 
Chamber of Deputies (in an effort to avoid 
duplication), and, particularly, a move towards a 
federal structure which’ would embody greater 
regional autonomy. 


The decision by the Constitutional Court on 
Jan. 30 to reject 19 out of 30 proposals for 
referendums aided the task of the commis- 
sion. The main political parties welcomed the 


court’s decision to reject a referendum pro- 
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posing the abolition of the remaining 25 per 
cent of proportional representation in the 
electoral system. 


Resignation of judge in Berlus- 
coni trial - Acquittal of Berius- 
coni’s brother 


Berlusconi’s year-long corruption trial was 
declared null and void on Jan. 30 following 
the resignation on Jan. 20 of the presiding 
judge in the face of accusations of bias 
against the defendant [for trial background 
see pp. 40922; 40966; 41204; 41338]. 


In October 1996 Judge Carlo Crivelli had been 
picked up by a court microphone advising a 
prosecutor to use a “carrot and stick” method in 
his interrogation of witnesses. Berlusconi and his 
co-defendants claimed that the remark proved that 
Crivelli wished to secure their conviction. A 
January appeal court ruled that although the 
comments represented a “serious lapse”, they were 
delivered outside of formal court proceedings and 
were, therefore, legally irrelevant. Nevertheless, 
Crivelli stepped down, stating that his “public 
prestige and impartiality” had been undermined by 
the incident. 


In a separate case, a court in the northern city 
of Brescia on Jan. 29 cleared Berlusconi’s 
younger brother, Paolo Berlusconi, of 
charges of blackmailing Antonio Di Pietro, 
the former spearhead of the country’s “clean 
hands” anti-corruption investigations (1992- 
94) which had helped to topple a large num- 
ber of business people and politicians. Cesare 
Previti, the Defence Minister in the Berlus- 
coni government of 1994, and two senior 
Justice Ministry officials were also acquitted 
on the same charge. 


The court ruled that there was no evidence to 
support the accusation that the defendants were 
part of a conspiracy which had forced Di Pietro to 
resign as a magistrate in 1994 [see p. 40329]. The 
reasons for the resignation were never fully 
explained and had led to speculation that 
Berlusconi’s government had sanctioned the 
compiling of compromising dossiers on Di Pietro, 
who had subsequently resigned as the Public 
Works Minister in November 1996 and had been 
the subject of intensive corruption investigations 
by the Guardi di Finanza (Finance Police) [see pp. 
41388-89; 41421]. 


Draft bill on judicial reforms 


On Jan. 11 the government approved a draft 
bill which was intended to tackle a backlog 
of hundreds of corruption cases involving 
business people, public officials and politi- 
cians, created by the “clean hands” cam- 
paign. According to the Financial Times on 
Jan. 12, the government and opposition par- 
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ties were anxious to end “the destabilizing 
consequences of permanent anti-corruption 
investigations and trials and appeals that 
could last well into the next century”. 


Subject to parliamentary approval, the new 
legislation allowed for an expanded fast-track 
plea-bargaining system. This was designed to 
cover, mostly, common corruption cases—namely 
those concerned with the abuse of public office, 
the illegal financing of political parties and the 
falsification of accounts. Commentators suggested 
that the adoption of such a system would avoid 
time-consuming procedures but would result in 
few of the accused facing imprisonment or lengthy 
disqualification from public office. 


Upholding of sentences against 
left-wing militants 


The Supreme Court on Jan. 22 confirmed 
life sentences on three former left-wing ac- 


tivists. The ruling was widely condemned ~ 


with only the AN among the main political 
parties supporting the ruling. 


Adriano Sofri, 55, the former leader of the left- 
wing Lotta Continua (Continuous Struggle) 
militant group, and two fellow activists, Giorgio 
Pietrostefani and Ovidio Bompressi, were 
sentenced to 22 years imprisonment for ordering 
and carrying out the murder in May 1972 of Milan 
police commissioner Luigi Calabresi [see p. 
26411]. It was the seventh separate trial relating to 
the charge, and on four previous occasions the 
courts had either annulled pervious sentences or 
cleared the three defendants. 


Politicians and commentators questioned the 
validity of imposing a sentence so long after the 
event, particularly as it was based solely on the 
slender and highly contradictory evidence of 
Leonardo Marino. A former Lotta Continua 
member, Marino had originally been charged with 
the same crime but had become a police informer 
in mysterious circumstances in 1988. The left 
viewed the verdict as a continuation of an 
ideologically inspired feud by remnants of the 
“old order” and the right, most prominently 
Berlusconi, as proof of the incompetence of the 
judiciary. 


Protests by dairy farmers 


The government on Jan. 30 introduced meas- 
ures to support the milk sector in an effort to 
end two weeks of militant protests by dairy 
farmers. Subject to EU approval, the gov- 
ernment proposed to: (i) set up a commission 
to investigate the application of milk quotas 
in Italy; (ii) grant farmers soft loans to meet 
EU fines for over-production and to oblige 
them to pay only 25 per cent of the fines im- 
mediately; and (iii) offer farmers financial 
incentives to cull cattle. 


The protests had occurred after farmers had 
refused to meet an end-of-January EU deadline for 
the payment of fines of some L370 billion 
(US1.00=L1586.05 as at Jan. 24) which had been 
imposed for exceeding milk quotas in 1995-96. 
The farmers had ignored EU milk quotas since 
1982 and had relied on the government to pay the 
fines, a practice subsequently banned by the EU. 


Interest rate cut 


The Bank of Italy relaxed its tight monetary 
policy on Jan. 21 by cutting its benchmark 
discount rate from 7.50 to 6.75 per cent fol- 
lowing the release of better than expected 
(preliminary) inflation figures for January 
which showed consumer prices rising at an 
annualized rate of 2.6 per cent. 


The decision was expected to soften the impact of 
the forthcoming 1997 mini-budget, scheduled for 
early 1997, which was designed to tackle a larger 
than forecast fiscal deficit for 1996 of L138,500 
billion, equivalent to 7.5 per cent of GDP. The 
original 1997 budget, endorsed in December 1996, 
had sought to reduce the fiscal deficit to 3 per cent 
of GDP in line with the convergence criteria for 
1999 entry into a single currency in accordance 
with the third and final stage of economic and 
monetary union (EMU). 


@ Last article p. 41421; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


BELGIUM 


Anti-government protests 


The government’s strategy of cutting expen- 
diture to qualify for the European single cur- 
rency provoked several demonstrations dur- 
ing the month. The largest of these took place 
on Jan. 28 when public-sector workers 
marched through Brussels to demonstrate 
their opposition to any attempt to cut jobs or 
privatize services. They were supported by 
campaigners against child abuse, who had 
been at the centre of recent anti-government 
protests [see p. 41335]. Together with accu- 
sations of bribery and corruption, the protests 
put further pressure on the country’s belea- 
guered coalition government. 


The legitimacy of the government’s efforts to 
reduce its huge national debt to meet the 
convergence criteria for monetary union also 
came under scrutiny during January. On Jan. 
9 Philippe Maystadt, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Finance and Foreign Trade, 
denied charges that the government was 
“cooking the books”. He said that efforts to 
persuade banks, local authorities and health 
insurance schemes to move their money into 
state bonds had been fully laid out in the 
budget. According to newspaper reports, 
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however, in some cases funds were being 
transferred for short periods—particularly at 
the end of the year when the national debt 
levels were calculated—thereby giving the 
appearance that the overall size of the debt 
was being reduced. 


In a further blow for the government, the Brussels 
demonstration coincided with a police raid on the 
headquarters of the Walloon Socialist Party (PS), 
one of the four partners in the governing coalition. 
The raid, in which several boxes of documents 
were seized, followed the earlier arrest of two 
former senior PS officials as part of the long- 
running investigation into claims that, in 1989, the 
party had received bribes from the French aviation 
group Dassault in a successful attempt to win 
military contracts [see also p. 41109]. The 
officials, Merry Hermanus and Frangois Pirot, 


were charged on Jan. 27 in connection with 


allegations that they had received BFr30,000,000 
(US1.00=BFr33.56 as at Jan. 24) from Dassault as 
a contribution to PS_ funds. Hermanus 
subsequently claimed that Guy Spitaels, a former 
national minister and PS president, and the current 
president of the Walloon Regional Assembly, had 
known of the contribution. However, Spitaels 
denied all knowledge of the affair. [See also p. 
39833.] 


The Dassault scandal had already brought down 
several senior Socialists, including Willy Claes, 
former Minister of Economic Affairs, who had 
been forced to resign as NATO Secretary-General 
in October 1995 [see p. 40793]. The latest 
revelations, which had followed a French court’s 
decision to turn over material related to the case to 
the Belgian police on Jan. 7, also prompted 
renewed calls by the opposition for the PS—the 
second largest partner in the coalition—to 
withdraw from the government. 


Reopening of di Rupo 
investigation 


On Jan. 14 Eliane Liekendael procurator 
general at the Court of Cassation (the su- 
preme court) announced that the investiga- 
tion into charges that Deputy Prime Minister 
Elio di Rupo had had sexual relations with 
minors had been reopened. Di Rupo had been 
cleared of the allegations in December [see 
pp. 41421-22]. 


Liekendael said that the investigation centred on 
complaints made after the passing of special 
legislation on Dec. 18, 1996, which had 
empowered the Court of Cassation to open a 
judicial inquiry against federal ministers without 
prior parliamentary consent. Liekendael indicated 
that two complaints against another unnamed 
federal minister were also being investigated. 


Further charges against Dutroux 


Marc Dutroux, whose arrest in August had 


led to the exposure of a paedophile ring, was © 


on Jan. 31 charged: with the murders of Ann 
Marchal and Eefje Lambrecks. He already 
faced charges of their kidnapping as well as 
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the abduction of six girls between June 1995 
and August 1996 [see pp. 41241; 41291; 
41335; 41385]. 


@ Last article pp. 41421-22; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Growing fragility of government 


Having lost its parliamentary majority in De- 
cember [see pp. 41422-23], the fragility of 
Prime Minister John Major’s Conservative 
Party government became increasingly evi- 
dent during the first weeks of the 1997 par- 
liamentary session. 


On Jan. 20, the government managed to secure an 
amendment to the Crime and Punishment 
(Scotland) Bill by only a single vote. Then, on 
Jan. 21, it was forced to bring two Conservative 
MPs to the House of Commons (the lower 
chamber of the legislature) by ambulance in order 
to vote in a debate on the health service. In the 
House of Lords, the government suffered two 
defeats over the surveillance provisions in the 
Police Bill on Jan. 20 and a further defeat on the 
following day over compensation provisions in the 
Firearms (Amendment) Bill. On Jan. 27 the 
Conservatives failed to win a vote to revoke 
Labour amendments to the Education Bill made in 
the committee stage. 


The government’s position was made more 
difficult following the death of Conservative MP 
Iain Mills on Jan. 16 which reduced the 
government’s Commons strength to 322 votes 
against 323 for the combined opposition parties. 
The death of Labour MP Martin Redmond on Jan. 
20, however, restored the equilibrium. 


Chancellor’s stance on a single 
currency 


Chancellor of the Exchequer Kenneth Clarke 
challenged “Eurosceptics” in the Conserva- 
tive Party in late January by insisting that the 
_ UK could still be among the first wave of 
countries to join a single European currency. 
In an interview published in the Financial 
Times on Jan. 29 Clarke said that the Cabi- 
net’s view was that monetary union was 
“very unlikely” to take place on Jan. 1, 1999. 
However, taking a position in opposition to 
several of his Cabinet colleagues, he said that 
if the single currency were to go ahead, the 
UK could well join as little as six months 
later. He predicted that the “chances are that 
it will start in the next parliament” and that 
the “Cabinet had not ruled out joining in the 
first wave”. 


Toyota, the Japanese car manufacturer, entered the 
single currency debate on Jan. 29 when its 
president, Hiroshi Okuda, reportedly warned that 
the company would shift its European investment 


from the UK to continental Europe in the event of 
the UK remaining outside the single currency. 


Controversy over new royal yacht 


The surprise announcement of government 
plans to build a new royal yacht to replace 
Britannia caused a storm of protest in Janu- 
ary. The announcement was made on Jan. 22 
by Defence Secretary Michael Portillo, who 
said that costs of the new vessel 
(£60,000,000 for its construction, with an- 
nual running costs estimated at £4,000,000) 
would be met by public funds. He acknowl- 
edged that the ship would have no military 
purpose but insisted that a royal yacht ful- 
filled an important role in overseas trade and 
projected a prestigious image of the UK 
which added “powerfully to official occa- 
sions and to British economic interests”. It 
was expected to come into operation in 2002. 


The Labour Party criticized the government for 
failing to consult them on the decision, and 
accused the Conservative Party of “playing 
politics with the Queen” by making the 
announcement in order to boost their electoral 
chances. On Jan. 25 Labour confirmed that there 
would be no public funding for a royal yacht in 
the first two years of a Labour government. 
Portillo accused the Labour Party of being anti- 
monarchist, but by this time it had become clear 
that there was a high level of public hostility to the 
use of taxpayers’ money for the project. 


Creation of food safety council 


On Jan. 30 the government announced plans 
to establish an independent food safety coun- 
cil. The council would be chaired by a food 
safety adviser who would have a statutory 
duty to safeguard public health. The adviser, 
enjoying the same status as the government’s 
chief medical officer, would be answerable to 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food (MAFF). The government had hitherto 
resisted pressure to establish an independent 
body, rejecting the claims from opposition 
parties and consumer organizations that the 
MAFF was hampered by a conflict of interest 
between food producers and consumers. 


The announcement came in the wake of public 
concern over a series of food safety issues, 
including salmonella in eggs, bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE) or “mad cow disease” [see 
p. 41468], powdered baby milk and, most 
recently, an outbreak of E Coli food poisoning 
which had claimed 18 lives in Scotland since 
November 1996. 


Bombing of Arab newspaper 
office 


A letter bomb exploded at the London offices ~ 


of al-Hayat, a leading Arabic daily, on Jan. 
13. Two employees were injured and three 
further devices were detonated in controlled 
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explosions by the police. No organization 
claimed responsibility for the bombs. The 
Saudi-owned al-Hayat had voiced support 
for the Middle East peace process, and at the 
end of December had published an editorial 
strongly critical of Islamist extremism. Police 
believed the attack could have been linked to 
similar devices which had been posted to the 
Washington office of the paper [see p. 
41438.] 


Release of Nadir aide 


Elizabeth Forsyth was released from prison 
on Jan. 30 after the Appeal Court ruled that 
the five-year sentence imposed on her had 
been “disproportionately” long. Forsyth was 
a former aide to Asil Nadir, chairman of 
Polly Peck International which had collapsed 
leaving massive debts in 1990. She had been 
convicted in April 1996 of laundering money 
stolen from the company [see p. 41057]. 


@ Last article pp. 41422-23; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


Deterioration in security 
situation 


The security situation in Northern Ireland 


continued to deteriorate during January as the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) launched a se- 
ries of attacks on Royal Ulster Constabulary 
(RUC) officers on Jan. 6-7 and doubts re- 
mained over the maintenance of the loyalist 
ceasefire [see p. 41423]. 


The worsening situation was reflected in the fierce 
denunciation of the IRA by UK Northern Ireland 
Minister Sir Patrick Mayhew. On Jan. 27 he 
declared that the government would “pursue you 
with every means. .. . We shall never give up... . 
You will never be safe. In the end you will spend 
long years of your lives in prison” . Observers 
believed that the vehemence of the statement was 
a further sign that Northern Ireland was again on 
the brink of serious sectarian violence. 


On Jan. 27 Michael Ancram, the UK minister in 
charge of political development in Northen 
Ireland, told the first 1997 session of the all-party 
talks at Stormont [see p. 41292] that despite the 
recent attacks on republicans, the Ulster 
Democratic Party and the Progressive Unionist 
Party had not breached the Mitchell Principles on 
non-violence [see p. 40919]. Both parties were 
linked to Loyalist paramilitary groups. Ancram, 
however, did concede that the Loyalist ceasefire 
was under considerable strain. 


Abandonment of Whitemoor 
escape trial 


The trial of six prisoners—five alleged IRA 
men convicted on terrorist offences and one 
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man convicted of armed robbery—charged 
with escaping from the maximum security 
Whitemoor prison collapsed on Jan. 23 after 
the judge accepted that pre-trial publicity 
meant that the men could not expect a fair 
hearing. 


The men, appearing in London’s Woolwich 
Crown Court, had pleaded not guilty to escaping 
from the English prison in September 1994. The 
judge dismissed the case after he found that an 
article in the London Evening Standard in which 
the men were described as “IRA terrorists” 
constituted prejudicial publicity. This was the 
second time that the trial had had to be abandoned 
because of prejudicial publicity. The judge also 
said that the deteriorating mental condition of the 
five men had contributed to his decision. He said 
that he did not believe that the “interests of justice 
[could] be served by a third attempt at this trial”. 


@ Last article p. 41423; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


IRELAND 
1997-98 budget 


Finance Minister Ruairi Quinn presented the 
1997-98 budget on Jan. 22 which contained a 
mixture of tax cuts and modest public expen- 
diture increases. While providing for a 
planned surplus, the budget also aimed to 
keep Ireland on track to qualify for member- 
ship of the European single currency. 


Current expenditure was forecast to increase by 6 
per cent over 1996-97 to IR£13.4 billion 
(US$1.00=IR£0.62 as at Jan. 24), with revenue 
forecast to rise by 5 per cent to IR£13.6 billion; 
there would be a current account surplus of 
IR£193 million. Lower than expected debt costs 
and high tax receipts had produced an unexpected 
surplus of IR£292 million in 1996-97. With 
economic activity continuing to be buoyant, GDP 
was forecast to grow 5.5 per cent in 1997. 


Quinn reduced the standard rate of income tax by 
1 percentage point to 26 per cent and raised 
personal allowances. He also raised the tax 
thresholds, taking around 10,000 people out of the 
tax net. He said that IR£525 million would be 
spent over 1997-99 to boost social security 
payments. Corporation tax was cut and tax 
incentives were introduced to encourage 
companies to list on the Developing Companies 
Market, a facility introduced in an effort to stem 
the reduction in the number of new issues on the 
main market. Quinn said that he hoped to “reward 
work, promote enterprise and strengthen social 
security”. He declared that for the first time the 
country was seeing “a sustained net increase in 
jobs, net emigration [had] stopped and some 
people [were] coming home”. 


On Jan. 30 the Irish Congress of Trade Un- 
ions voted to support a one-year wage pact 
which provided for increases of 9.25 per cent 


over three years for public and private sector 
workers. 


@ Last article p. 41385; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


SWEDEN 
Government changes 


Prime Minister Goran Persson undertook a 
minor Cabinet reshuffle on Jan. 21, the most 
significant feature of which was the promo- 
tion of Thage G. Peterson to the position of 
de facto deputy prime minister. However, 
Persson resisted pressure from elements of 
his Social Democratic Party for large-scale 
changes to boost the government’s flagging 
popularity in the face of public expenditure 
cuts and rising unemployment. 


Posts affected were as follows: 


+Thage G. Peterson Minister, Prime Minister’s 
Office 


+Leif Pagrotsky Industry and Trade 
+Bjorn von Sydow Defence 


+Altered responsibilities. 


Allegations concerning Nazi gold 
held in Swedish banks 


The Riksbank (central bank) promised on 
Jan. 21 that it would launch early in February 
a full independent investigation of its war- 
time transactions. The announcement fol- 
lowed the publication of a report in the daily 
Dagens Nyheter suggesting that the wartime 
Swedish government had received large 
quantities of looted gold from Nazi Germany. 
Sweden, which had been neutral during the 
Second World War, had considered itself free 
of “tainted” gold after the Riksbank had 
identified and returned over 13,152 kg of 
looted gold to Belgium and the Netherlands 
after the War. However, the newspaper re- 
ported that between 1939 and early 1944 
Sweden had received 34,564 kg of gold from 
Nazi Germany. 


The report, based on documents in Swedish, Swiss 
and US archives, indicated that the the wartime 
Swedish government had been suspicious about 
the source of the gold, but that the then Trade 
Minister, Herman Eriksson, had instructed the 
Riksbank not to concern itself with the origin of 
the gold. 

@ Last article pp. 41291-92; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


EUROPEAN UNION 


Foreign ministers’ meeting 


Foreign ministers from the 15 EU member 
states met in Brussels on Jan. 20 to discuss 
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the revision of the EU treaties as part of the 
Intergovernmental Conference (IGC) [see p. 
41423]. The ministers sought to break the 
deadlock over the structure of policy-making 
within the EU, and held the first substantive 
discussion on “flexible” decision-making to 
allow groups of member states to pursue 
greater integration. However, the meeting 
ended without any consensus being reached. 


A strong group of member states, led by France 
and Germany, pressed for the adoption of a 
scheme to allow deeper integration between some 
members. Klaus Kinkel, the German Foreign 
Minister, declared that “no member state should 
be able to block the way ahead by means of the 
veto”. This position was, however, opposed by a 
group of countries including Denmark, Greece, 
Portugal, Sweden and the UK, which were 
concemed that it could lead to the creation .of an 
elite group working to the detriment of other 
members. Although, the UK Prime Minister John 
Major had earlier in the month signalled that the 
UK would not be opposed to the creation of a so- 
called multi-speed Europe, at the Brussels meeting 
the UK insisted on its right to veto changes to the 
existing rules. David Davis, the UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Minister of State for European 
Affairs, said that the “EU [was] not a franchise 
operation” and insisted that the UK would “want 
to keep [its] right to veto proposals not just on a 
subject-by-subject but on a case-by-case basis”. 
The UK also demanded that no membefs should 
be penalized for not taking part in selective co- 
operation. Italian Foreign Minister Lamberto Dini 
presented an alternative proposal which provided 
for decisions by a qualified majority, the 
establishment of a key role for the European 
Commission, and an agreement that certain 
areas—such as competition policy, the common 
agricultural and fisheries policies and the single 
market—should remain outside the bounds of | 
selective co-operation. 


Fining of Italy and Germany 


The European Commission on Jan. 20 moved 
to impose fines on Germany and Italy for 
breaching EU legislation. This was the first 
occasion that the Commission had sought to 
apply its powers to fine members states under 
Article 171 of the Maastricht Treaty. 


The Commission recommended that Germany 
should pay ECU448,400 (US$1.00=ECU0.83 as at 
Jan. 17) per day for each day it continued to in- 
fringe environmental laws relating to the protec-. 
tion of wild birds, groundwater and surface water, 
while Italy should pay daily fines of ECU282,900 
also for failure to comply with environmental leg- 
islation. The Commission’s recommendations re- 
quired endorsement by the European Court of 
Justice before being implemented. 


Cull of German cattle 


The German government on Jan. 22 author- - 
ized the slaughter of more than 5,000 cattle 
originating from Switzerland and the UK in 
an effort to protect German beef sales. 
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Both Switzerland and the UK had bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), popularly 
know as “mad cow disease”, in their herds [see pp. 
41008-09; 41056; 41116; 41156-57; 41206; 
41291]. The cull order followed the death of a 
German-bom calf from BSE; the cow thought to 
be the calf’s mother had been imported from the 
UK. It was the fifth animal in Germany to have 
died of BSE since 1992 and the first since 1994. 


Imposition of rice quota 


On Jan. 8 the European Commission imposed 
a quota on rice imports from the overseas ter- 
ritories of members states in a move to pro- 
tect EU rice producers. The move limited 
imports from these areas to 42,650 tonnes for 
the first four months of 1997. 


For the previous six years imports from territories 
‘such as the Netherlands Antilles, Montserrat and 
the Turks and Caicos Islands had entered the EU 
without quotas or tariffs and had _ risen 


dramatically from 58,000 tonnes in 1992 and to 
365,029 tonnes in 1995. The Commission’s 
decision followed pressure from Italy and Spain, 
the EU’s biggest rice producers. 


Election of new parliamentary 
speaker 


José Maris Gil Robles, a Spanish Christian 
Democrat, was elected Speaker of the Euro- 
pean Parliament on Jan. 14 for a 24% year- 
term; she succeeding German Social Demo- 
crat Klaus Hansch [see p. 40119]. 


Gil Robles was challenged by Catherine 
Lalumiére, a French socialist MEP, who stood for 
the post as a protest against what she called “a 
violation of the spirit of democracy”. Since 1979 
the presidency had alternated between the 
Socialists and Christian Democrats, the two largest 
groups in the parliament. 


Bi Last article p. 41423; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 
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IN BRIEF 


ARMENIA: On Jan. 10 Prime Minister Armen 
Sarkissian appointed one of his predecessors, 
Khosrov Haroutunian, as his senior adviser; 
Haroutunian had resigned as Prime Minister in 
February 1993 [see p. 39332]. 


DENMARK: On Jan. 18 police that claimed they 
had foiled a letter-bombing campaign aimed at the 
UK following the arrest of seven suspected 
members of an unnamed international right-wing 
terrorist group. 


MONACO: Ceremonies to mark the 700th 
anniversary of the rule of Royal Grimaldi were 
held on Jan. 7; celebrations were expected to take 
place throughout 1997. 


MIDDLE EAST 
Hebron deal 


After months of US-mediated negotiations 
between Israel and the Palestinians, the two sides 
finally signed on Jan. 15 an agreement which 
provided for an Israeli troop redeployment in the 
West Bank city of Hebron. The agreement was the 
first to be signed by the Palestinians and the Likud 
government of Binyamin Netanyahu. While it was 
of significant symbolic importance, the agreement 
largely reiterated commitments made by both 
sides in the interim—or “Oslo B”—Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement signed in September 1995 
[see pp. 40748-49]. 


Under the terms of “Oslo B”, Israel was to have 
pulled most of its troops out of Hebron by March 
1996. The withdrawal was postponed by a series 
of suicide bombings in Israel in February and 
March [see pp. 40975; 41021] and by the 
Likud/Netanyahu victory in the May general 
election [see pp. 41117-18]. Netanyahu had 
promised Israelis an improved deal with regard to 
Hebron. In the event, the agreement was almost 
identical with “Oslo B”. Commentators noted that 
during the negotiations Israel had been forced to 
drop demands that its troops be given the right of 
“hot pursuit” in Palestinian-controlled Hebron, 
and also failed to expand those areas of the town 
which would remain under its control. 


Reports indicated that the Hebron protocol was 
effectively finalized in early January and that 
subsequent negotiations covered, in the main, 
Israel’s planned withdrawal from the rural areas of 
the West Bank. Under “Oslo B”, Israel had 


agreed to complete this rural withdrawal by Sep- 
tember 1997. The Netanyahu government had, 
however, made it clear that it wanted to delay the 
final withdrawal until the end of 1999, thereby 
linking it to the success of the so-called “final 
status” negotiations, scheduled to end at that time. 
Netanyahu and Palestinian President Yassir Arafat 
held a secret meeting to discuss the issue at the 
Bayt Hanun (Erez) checkpoint on the border be- 
tween Israel and the Gaza Strip on Jan. 5. After 
further negotiation—mediated by Denis Ross, US 
special co-ordinator for the Middle East peace 
talks—and intervention by King Hussein of Jor- 
dan, the two sides settled on a mid-1998 compro- 
mise date for a final Israeli withdrawal. However, 
while the timetable for the withdrawal was estab- 
lished, the extent of the withdrawal remained 
vague. The Palestinian side argued that “Oslo B” 
provided for a redeployment from 90 per cent of 
the West Bank, a figure reportedly contested by Is- 
rael. 


Signing of Hebron agreement 
and other related documents 


The Hebron agreement was signed by Israeli 
and Palestinian officials early in the morning 
of Jan. 15 after a low-key meeting between 
Arafat, Netanyahu and Ross at the Bayt Ha- 
nun checkpoint. 


While Netanyahu and Arafat declined to talk to 
reporters after the Jan. 15 signing, the chief Pales- 
tinian negotiator, Mahmoud Abbas, said: “We are 
glad we have finalized the Hebron deal. It is the 
first agreement we have with the Likud. We hope 
this will be the beginning of more deals with this 
government”. 


The protocol concerning the redeployment in 
Hebron detailed the civilian and security 
arrangements for the city. Under the terms of the 
agreement, Israel agreed to withdraw from four- 
fifths of Hebron within 10 days. Around 100,000 
Palestinians on the western side of the city 
(known as H1), came under the control of the 
Palestinian Authority. The eastern fifth of the city 
(H2), where some 450 Jews lived alongside 
20,000 Palestinians, remained under Israeli 
control. Civilians were permitted to pass between 
the two parts of the city. 


The city would have 400 Palestinian police 
officers, armed with 100 rifles and 200 pistols. In 
areas close to the Jewish enclave, they would be 
armed only with pistols. A joint Israeli-Palestinian 
force would patrol the heights overlooking the 
Jewish enclave. The two sides would also 
establish “joint intervention teams” to respond to 
unrest. Israel would re-open the Arab Market and 
Al-Shuhada (Martyrs’) Street, one of the main 
thoroughfares passing through the Jewish area. 


The two sides also signed a US plan for Al- 
Shuhada Street. This listed US-financed security 
arrangements for the street which ran next to the 
settlers’ buildings. 


In addition, a US “Note for the Record” was 
signed, which listed commitments made by Arafat 
and Netanyahu on non-Hebron related issues. The 
two agreed that the Oslo peace process “must 
move forward to succeed”, and that “final status” 
talks would resume within two months of the He- 
bron redeployment. *. 


The note also outlined various responsibilities for 
each party. Israel agreed to: (i) carry out the first 
phase of further redeployments from the rural 
West Bank during the first week in March; (ii) 
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deal with the release of Palestinian prisoners in 
accordance with the “Oslo B” agreement; and (iii) 
resume negotiations on various issues including 
safe passage, Gaza port and airport, and economic, 
financial, civilian and security issues. The Pales- 
tinians agreed to: (i) revise the PLO National 
Charter; (ii) attempt to prevent Palestinian vio- 
lence; and (iii) adhere to “Oslo B” with regard to 
the size of the police force and the exercise of 
governmental activity. 


The final document signed was a letter from out- 
going US Secretary of State Warren Christopher to 
Netanyahu which dealt with future Israeli military 
redeployments, to end “not later than mid-1998”. 
According to The Guardian of Jan. 16, the letter 
implied US support for Israel’s view of what con- 
stituted “specified military locations”, which Israel 
wanted to exempt from further redeployments. 


In his letter Christopher stated: “You can be as- 
sured that the United States’ commitment to Is- 
rael’s security is iron-clad and constitutes the fun- 
damental cornerstone of our special relationship. 
The key element in our approach to peace, in- 
cluding the negotiations and implementation of 
agreements between Israel and its Arab partners, 
has always been a recognition of Israel’s security 
requirements. Moreover, a hallmark of US policy 
remains our commitment to work co-operatively 
to seek to meet the security needs that Israel iden- 
tifies. Finally, I would like to reiterate our position 
that Israel is entitled to secure and defensible bor- 
ders, which should be directly negotiated and 
agreed with its neighbours”. 


Israeli and Palestinian approval 
of agreement 


The Hebron agreement was approved by the 
Palestinian and Israeli Cabinets on Jan. 15. 


In the case of the latter, it was achieved by a 
margin of 11 to 7 after a long and stormy debate. 
The approval came in the face of fierce opposition 
from the right of Netanyahu’s Likud party. 
Following the debate, Binyamin Begin announced 
his intention to resign as Minister of Science and 
Technology in protest at the vote [see p. 41471]. 
The Knesset, the Israeli legislature, approved the 
agreement on Jan. 16 by 87 votes to 17, with one 
abstention. 


Withdrawal of Israeli forces from 
Hebron 


Israel withdrew its troops from most of He- 
bron at dawn on Jan. 17. Some 2,500 troops 
remained in the city to guard the Jewish set- 
tlers, many of whom conducted ceremonies 
of mourning. 


After the withdrawal, crowds of Palestinians 
massed outside Tegart Fort, Israel’s military head- 
quarters until its formal transfer to Palestinian 
control at 6.10 am. The crowd chanted slogans and 
songs in memory of Yahya Ayyash (the 
“Engineer’), the chief Hamas bomb-maker until 


his assassination by Israeli agents in January 1996 
[see p. 40926]. 


Visit by Arafat to Hebron 


Arafat visited Hebron on Jan. 19 when he 
delivered a notably conciliatory speech to a 
crowd of some 50,000 outside Tegart Fort. It 
was Arafat’s first visit to the city since 1965. 
After declaring Hebron “a liberated city”, he 
told the crowd that he did not want 
“confrontation” with the city’s Jewish set- 
tlers, but a “just peace”. 


The tone of Arafat’s speech was in sharp contrast 
to a speech delivered on the previous day by Jibril 
Rajoub, head of the preventative security forces of 
the Palestinian Authority. In his speech, Rajoub 
had called for the expulsion of all Jewish settlers 
from Hebron. 


After delivering his speech Arafat met with local 
Hamas leaders. According to the Middle East 
International of Jan. 24, Hamas told Arafat they 
would not attempt to ruin the Hebron agreement, 
but would express their “disappointment” through 
“democratic channels”. 


Appointment of Palestinian min- 
ister 


Arafat appointed Talal Sider to the new post 
of Minister of Sport in the Palestinian Cabi- 
net on Jan. 24. Sider had close links with 
Hamas and his appointment marked an im- 
portant step in Arafat’s efforts to ensure that 
his “rejectionist” opponents maintained the 
peace in Hebron. 


Attack on Hebron civilians by Is- 
raeli soldier 


On Jan. 1 an off-duty Israeli soldier, Noam 
Friedman, aged 19, emptied his M-16 auto- 
matic rifle into a crowded market in central 
Hebron, injuring seven Palestinians. 


Friedman, who was wrestled to the ground and 
arrested by an Israeli army officer, told Israeli 
television that he had carried out the attack for the 
good of Israel. Netanyahu telephoned Arafat to 
condemn the attack, as did also US President Bill 
Clinton. 


Arafat statement on Palestinian 
statehood 


During a visit to Cairo on Jan. 22, Arafat an- 
nounced that a declaration of Palestinian 
statehood would probably be made in mid- 
1998, before the conclusion of final-status 
negotiations. The question of Palestinian 
statehood, Arafat said, was “an Arab [and an] 
international issue” and “not an Israeli issue”. 


Netanyahu responded on Jan. 23, saying that while 
the Palestinian side could discuss statehood during 
final-status negotiations, they would not be 
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allowed to make a unilateral declaration. Asked 
what he would do if such a step were taken, 
Netanyahu said: “A great deal. I have a 
contingency plan ready.” According to some 
reports, Netanyahu’s “contingency plan” involved 
the reoccupation of rural areas in the West Bank 
due to be handed over to Palestinian self-rule. 


Arafat appeared to renounce his earlier statement 
during a meeting with a group of retired Israeli 
army officers in Gaza on Jan. 27. During the 
meeting, which was also attended by a reporter 
from the Israeli newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth, 
Arafat said that he did not intend to declare 
statehood “until the conclusion of negotiations on 
the permanent status”. 


During his meeting with the officers, Arafat called 
on Israel-to join with the Palestinians in a joint 
struggle against the regime in Iran. “The Iranians”, . 
he said, “are leading those who are fighting 
against me. We must fight against them, win and 
strengthen the peace.” 


Israel-Syria track 


On Jan. 22 Yedioth Ahronoth published de- 
tails of the 1997 Working Plan of Mossad, 
Israel’s major intelligence agency. The Plan 
concluded that unless peace negotiations 
between Israel and Syria resumed, war be- 
tween the two countries was likely before the 
end of 1997. The Israel-Syria track of the 
Middle East peace process had broken down 
in March 1996 in the aftermath of a series of 
devastating Hamas suicide bomb attacks in 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv [see pp. 41021-22]. 


Mossad’s Working Plan said that Syria, with 
newly acquired non-conventional missile 
capabilities, had in 1997 become “the number one 
threat on the security establishment’s agenda”. 


The Times of Jan. 30 reported that the Israeli 
Defence Forces (IDF) were conducting a detailed 
investigation into how northern Israel could be 
defended without continued possession of the 
Golan Heights. The review had reportedly been 
ordered by Itzhak Mordechai, the Israeli Defence 
Minister, despite the refusal of the Israeli 
government to countenance any territorial 
concessions over the Golan. 


@ Last article p. 41425; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


ISRAEL 


Corruption allegations over ap- 
pointment of attorney general 


Israel’s Justice Ministry announced on Jan. 
26 that an official police investigation would _ 
take place into allegations of corruption over 
the appointment of Roni Bar-On to the post 
of Attorney General. 
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Bar-On, a little-known lawyer and a member of 
the central committee of the ruling Likud, was 
appointed Attorney General in place of Michael 
Ben-Yair on Jan. 10, but resigned within 12 hours 
after he was accused of being unfit for the post. 
The Independent of Jan. 27 reported that Bar-On’s 


_ appointment had been greeted with “astonishment 


and derision” by the legal profession and senior 
judges. Many press reports noted that Bar-On was 
alleged to be a heavy gambler. He had been 
recommended for the post by Tzahi Hanegbi, who 
had replaced Yaakov Neeman as Israel’s Justice 
Minister following the latter’s resignation in 
August 1996 [see p. 41248]. 


The official investigation was provoked by 
allegations which were broadcast on Jan. 22 by 
Israel’s Channel One television station, which was 
part of the independent but publicly financed state 
network. Channel One alleged that Shas, the 
largest ultra-orthodox party in the Likud-led 


governing coalition, had threatened to withdraw 


support for an Israeli troop redeployment in the 
West Bank town of Hebron [see p. 41469-70] if 
Bar-On, its nominee, was not appointed Attorney 
General. The broadcast also alleged that Bar-On 
had promised Aryeh Der’i, the Shas leader and 
former Interior Minister who was awaiting trial on 
charges of bribery and fraud [see pp. 39885; 
39710], a plea bargain if he was appointed as 
Attorney General. Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu strenuously denied the Channel One 
allegations. : 


On Jan. 29 the Cabinet endorsed the ap- 
pointment of Elyaqim Rubinstein as Attorney 
General. 


Opening of Olmert trial 


The trial of Ehud Olmert, the Mayor of Jeru- 
salem, opened in Tel Aviv on Jan. 14. 
Olmert, a close political ally of Netanyahu, 
was accused of campaign-financing fraud in 
the 1988 general election, when he had held 
the post of treasurer in the Likud party. 


Olmert denied involvement in an alleged fictitious 
public relations company set up to receive and 
disguise illegal corporate donations to the Likud. 


Government change 


Binyamin Begin (Likud) announced his res- 
ignation as Minister of Science and Technol- 
ogy on Jan. 15 in protest at a Cabinet vote in 
favour of the Israeli-Palestinian agreement on 
an Israeli withdrawal from Hebron. 


Bomb attacks in Tel Aviv 


At least 13 people were injured—two seri- 
ously—by bomb attacks in central Tel Aviv 
on Jan. 9. Two unsophisticated nail-filled 
pipe bombs hidden in rubbish bins exploded 
in an area of the city which was home to 
thousands of foreign workers. 


No group claimed responsibility for the bombs, 
but Israeli police said that it bore the hallmarks of 
an Arab terrorist attack. This was disputed, 
however, on Jan. 10 by Furayh Abu Middayn, the 
Palestinian Minister of Justice, who stated that 
“such attacks serve only Netanyahu”. On the same 
day The Independent suggested that the 
explosions might have been linked to a criminal 
feud. 


Approval of 1997 budget 


The Knesset approved the 1997 budget on 
Jan. 1 [for 1996 budget see p. 40881]. 


The Financial Times of Jan. 2 reported that the 
budget included NIS4.8 billion in expenditure cuts 
and NIS2.4 . billion in increased revenue 
(US$1.00=NIS3.25 as at Dec. 31, 1996). The 
report quoted Finance Minister Dan Meridor as 
stating that the budget laid the groundwork for 
reducing the budget deficit to 2.8 per cent of GDP 
in 1997. The 1996 deficit was expected to reach 
between 4 and 4.5 per cent of GDP. 


@ Last article p. 41426; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


SYRIA 
Damascus bomb attack 


A government spokesman informed the offi- 


cial Syrian news agency SANA on Jan. 2 that 
a bomb attack in central Damascus (the Syr- 
ian capital) on Dec. 31 had been the work of 
Israeli agents from Mossad, the main Israeli 
intelligence agency. Israel denied the charge. 


The bomb, which had been planted on a bus, had 
killed 11 people and wounded 42 others. On Jan. 9 
a Syrian-based group called the Islamic Movement 
for Change (IMC) claimed responsibility for the 
attack. The group stated that the bombing had 
been carried out to avenge the “execution” of one 
of its members, Shaikh Jaafar Bin Alhaj Qassem 
Marzouk al-Shwaikhat, who it claimed had taken 
part in the attack on a US military base in the 
Saudi Arabian city of Al-Khobar in June 1996 [see 
p. 41169]. The Guardian of Jan. 10, citing Syrian 
reports, stated that Shwaikhat had committed 
suicide in prison in 1996. However, Syrian 
officials dismissed the IMC statement, faxed to a 
press agency in Cyprus, as the work of the Israeli 
intelligence services. 


The Damascus bomb followed reports earlier in 
the year of several explosions in Syria [see pp. 
41167-68]. It also followed a spate of attacks on 
Syrian targets in Lebanon during December. Syria 
had blamed these incidents—two of which were 
gun attacks on buses carrying Syrian workers—on 
Israel, acting through Maronite Christian agents. 


Operation on President Assad 


SANA reported on Jan. 7 that President 
Hafez al-Assad had undergone successful 
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prostate surgery and would resume his offi- 
cial duties “in a few days”. 


@ Last articles pp. 41426; 41250; 41208-09; for 1996 
key events see 1997 reference supplement. 


LEBANON 


Fighting in the south - Katyusha 


rocket attack on northern Israel 


A clash between Hezbollah guerrillas and Is- 


raeli soldiers in Israel’s self-declared 
“security zone” in southern Lebanon on Jan. 
8 resulted in the deaths of one Israeli soldier 
and three Hezbollah fighters. Another three 
Israeli soldiers were injured in a separate in- 
cident earlier the same day when a bomb ex- 
ploded near an Israeli patrol unit. 


A Katyusha rocket was fired from southern 
Lebanon into northern Israel on Jan. 8. No one 
claimed responsibility for the attack, which 
effectively violated the US- and French-brokered 
ceasefire “understanding” which had ended 
Israel’s April 1996 Grapes of Wrath military 
operation in Lebanon [see p. 41069]. Lebanese 
officials denied that the rocket had been fired by 
Hezbollah or Amal, the two main elements of the 
so-called Lebanese resistance. The Middle East 
International of Jan. 24 reported that “a plausible 
scapegoat” had been found in the form of two 
Palestinians, alleged members of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), who 
had been arrested by Lebanese troops near Tyre on 
suspicion of having fired the rocket. 


The Israel-Lebanon Monitoring Group (ILMG, the 
monitoring committee established in April to 
supervise the ceasefire “understanding”) convened 
in Naqurah on Jan. 10 to investigate the rocket 
attack. The ILMG—consisting of representatives 
from the USA, France, Syria, Lebanon and 
Israel—condemned the attack and welcomed 
measures taken by the Lebanese government to 
prevent the recurrence of such an incident. 


Three Israeli soldiers were killed and a fourth 
wounded when Hezbollah guerrillas deto- 
nated a bomb beside a patrol in the “security 
zone” on Jan. 30. 


Casualty figures for 1996 


The Independent of Jan. 2 reported that 
fighting between the Lebanese resistance and 
Israeli forces and their proxy militia ally, the 
South Lebanese Army (SLA), in southern 
Lebanon had killed 255 people in 1996, in- 
cluding 27 Israeli soldiers. 


The 1996 figure was the highest annual Israeli 
death toll in Lebanon since 1985, when 37 soldiers 
had died. (In 1995, 21 Israelis were amongst’201 
people killed through guerrilla-based conflict in 
Lebanon). In addition to the 27 Israeli casualties, 


_ the 1996 deaths included 155 civilians, 54 


guerrillas—mainly Hezbollah fighters—and 19 
SLA militiamen. The main reason behind the rise 
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in the death toll in 1996 was Israel’s Grapes of 
Wrath operation which had killed at least 170 
people, most of whom were civilians [see pp. 
41070-71]. 


Bi Last article p. 41426; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


JORDAN 
Protests over Israeli trade fair 


On Jan. 8 over 2,500 demonstrators protested 


against the presence of an Israeli trade fair at 
a site some 20km south of the capital, Am- 
man. Around 70 Israeli companies were rep- 
resented at the fair which had been organized 
by a Jordanian company. 


The demonstrators included representatives from 
20 of the country’s 23 officially registered 
political parties, members of the legislature, 
students, union activists and business leaders. 


@ Last article p. 41392; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


IRAQ 


Reported turmoil within Presi- 
dent Saddam’s family 


Reports in the Western press in late January 
indicated that close links between members 
of President Saddam Hussein’s immediate 
family and between members of the ruling 
Tikriti clan were under considerable strain in 
the aftermath of an audacious attempt to kill 
Saddam’s son and chosen successor, Udai 
Hussein, on Dec. 12. [see p. 41425]. The re- 
ports were largely based on material provided 
during briefings to journalists by US military 
officials. 


The reports stated that Saddam had placed his 
wife, Sajida, under house arrest. Some reports 
claimed that Saddam had acted after Sajida had 
criticized his failure to secure foreign medical 
treatment for Udai. As a result of the December 
attack, Udai was reported to have one or two 
bullets lodged in his spine and was believed to be 
paralysed from the waist down. Despite Udai’s 
injuries, however, it was reported that Saddam had 
recently ordered him to marry the 16-year-old 
daughter of Ali Hassan al-Majid. Majid was 
Saddam’s cousin and one of his closest advisers. 
The Guardian of Jan. 30 said that Saddam had 
ordered the marriage to demonstrate that Udai 
“was in good shape”. 


Saddam’s family difficulties were compounded by 
the presence of his grieving daughters, Raghad 
and Rana, whose husbands, Hussein Kamil and 
Saddam Kamil, had been murdered—allegedly on 
the orders of Udai—after they returned to Iraq in 
February 1996 from Jordan, where they had 
defected [see p. 40973]. 


The Independent of Jan. 23 claimed that the attack 
on Udai had been organized by Ra’ad al-Hazaa, a 
former Iraqi army officer and nephew of Gen. 
Omar al-Hazaa. A member of the ruling Tikriti 
clan, Gen. Hazaa had been arrested in 1990 after 
criticizing Saddam; he was executed, reputedly 
after his tongue was cut out. According to the 
report, Ra’ad was currently living in Iran. 


Death of presidential adviser 


Official Baghdad radio reported on Jan. 12 
that Abdullah Fadil Abbas (whose tribal 
name was al-Samarai), an adviser to Presi- 
dent Saddam, had died in a “regrettable acci- 
dent”. Abbas was a former Minister of 
Awgaf (religious endowments) and Religious 
Affairs who had held several key posts in the 
ruling Ba’ath Party. 


Attack on MKO offices 


The offices of the Iranian opposition Muja- 
hedeen-i-Khalq (MKO) in Baghdad were 
subjected to a mortar attack on Jan. 7. 


Baghdad radio on Jan. 8 said the attack had 
damaged a hospital and a health laboratory and 
that one civilian had been “martyred”. The report 
said that “the Iranian regime” had been involved 
in the attack. 


@ Last article pp. 41424-25; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


IRAN 
Creation of Qazvin province 


On Jan. 1 the Majlis (the legislature) voted to 


give the city of Qazvin, some 130km north- 
west of the capital, Tehran, the status of a 
province. 


In August 1994 serious unrest had erupted in 
Qazvin when the Majlis had rejected a 
government bill proposing the separation of the 
city from the province of Zanjan, and the creation 
of a new province of Qazvin [see pp. 40161-62]. 
The ethnic Persians of Qazvin were said to have 
long resented the administration of their affairs by 
the Azeri-speaking Zanjanis. In September 1994 
the Cabinet approved a compromise in the form of 
the separation of Qazvin from Zanjani province 
and its integration with Tehran province [see p. 
40206]. 


Labour Ministry order to dismiss 
foreign workers 


The Middle East Economic Digest of Jan. 13 
reported that the Labour Ministry had re- 
cently ordered employers to dismiss an esti- 
mated 1,000,000 foreign workers, mostly 
Afghan refugees, by Jan. 4, claiming the 
majority to be illegal immigrants. 


Iran, which suffered from an official unemploy- 
ment rate of nearly 11 percent, was 
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home to some 2,000,000 refugees, 1,400,000 from 
Afghanistan and 600,000 from Iraq. Reports 
indicated that the deadline of Jan. 4 was widely 
ignored, particularly in provinces where Afghans 
provided cheap labour. * 


@ Last article p. 41425; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


SAUDI ARABIA 


1997 budget - Revised 1996 
figures 

King Fahd ibn Abdul Aziz announced the 
1997 budget at the weekly Cabinet meeting 


held on Dec. 30, 1996 [for details of 1996 
budget see p. 40928]. 


Revenue for 1997, which analysts believed to be 
based on an average net oil price of around US$16 
a barrel, was projected at SRI164 billion 
(US$1.00=SR3.75 as at Dec. 31, 1996). Oil 
revenues were responsible for some 80 per cent of 
budget revenue. Total expenditure was set at 
SR181 billion, leaving a deficit of SR17 billion. 
Education spending was increased by more than 
50 per cent to SR41.7 billion. Other sectors 
receiving more funding included health and social 
services, infrastructure and industry and municipal 
services, including water. The King failed to 
announce budget allocations for defence and 
security. The Financial Times of Jan. 2, citing 
senior diplomatic sources, claimed that defence 
and security expenditure had risen by 11 per cent 
to some SRS0 billion. 


Economic figures for 1996 released in early 1997 
showed that strong oil prices had provided a 
windfall, boosting revenue to SR177 billion, up 
from the SR131.5 billion on which the budget had - 
originally been based. The 1996 budget had been 
based on an average oil price of US$14 a barrel. 
However, since July Saudi crude had commanded 
nearer the US$22 level at which it stood at the 
start of 1997. Firm oil prices also helped the 
government achieve a current account surplus of 
SR700 million in 1996, compared with a 1995 
deficit of SR19.9 billion. Reports stated that it was 
the first officially recorded current account surplus 
since 1983. 


Dispute with USA over Al-Khobar 
bomb investigation 


Reports in January indicated that Saudi Ara- 
bia and the US government were in dispute. 
over the investigation into the bombing of 
the US military housing complex at Al- 
Khobar in June 1996 in which 19 US citizens 
were killed [see p. 41169]. 


In late January Janet Reno, the US Attorney 
General, and Louis Freeh, the Director of the US 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), both 
accused the Saudi authorities of withholding 
evidence about the Al-Khobar bombing. The 
criticism was a reversal of the US government’s 
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previous suggestion that the Saudis were willing 
to co-operate with the enquiries. 


The Saudi authoritiés were reported to be holding 
in custody some 40 people suspected of 
involvement in the bombing. Most of the suspects 


_ were reported to be Shia Muslims with links to 


Iran. : 


@ Last article p. 41169; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


YEMEN 


Islah boycott of budget debate 


The House of Representatives (the legisla- 
ture) approved the budget for 1997 on Jan. 1, 
despite a boycott of the session by most 
members of the Yemeni Alliance for Reform 


‘(al-Islah), the minority coalition partner of 


the ruling General People’s Congress. 


The House budget session was attended by only 
nine of Islah’s 62 members, including leader and 
House Speaker Shaikh Abdullah bin Hussein al- 
Ahmar, who voted in support of the budget. The 
Islah members boycotted the session in protest at 
the government’s handling of the budget, claiming 
that they were not given adequate opportunity to 
discuss it before it was placed before the House. 
However, the Middle East Economic Digest of 
Jan. 6, citing Yemeni parliamentary sources, said 
that Islah had been angered by proposals to 
abolish separate budget allocations for religious 
schools—previously overseen by Islah—and 
merge them with general education expenditure. 


@ Last article p. 41345; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. ‘ 


QATAR 


Reconciliation between Amir 
and Shaikh Khalifa 


The Amir, Shaikh Hamad Bin Khalifa al- 


Thani, reportedly reached an agreement in 
early January with his father, Shaikh Khalifa 


- Bin Hamad al-Thani, whom he had deposed 


in June 1995 [see p. 40622]. Under the terms 
of the agreement, arrived at after talks be- 
tween the two men in Paris, Shaikh Hamad 
was expected to allow his father to return to 
Qatar. 


The agreement followed the announcement in 
October 1996 from the Justice Ministry that the 
state of Qatar had reached an out-of-court 
settlement with Shaikh Khalifa over the billions of 
dollars in state funds which the government had 
accused Khalifa of transferring into a private 
account [see pp. 41344-45]. 


@ Last article p. 41394; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


ALGERIA 


Algiers car bombs and Ramadan 
violence 


High levels of violence continued throughout 
January both in Algiers and a number of 
towns and villages. Some commentators 
identified an upsurge in Islamist killings with 
the month of Ramadan, which began on Jan. 
10. 


Car bombs exploded in Algiers on Jan. 7 (Place 
Audin), on Jan. 19 (the Belcourt district), and on 
Jan. 21 (in the Sidi Mohammed district and at the 
Ryad al-Feth trade centre). Similar attacks also 
took place on Jan. 16 in Boufarik, and on Jan. 22 
in Blida, towns south of Algiers. More than 100 
people were killed in the bombings. Village 
massacres, sometimes involving up to as many as 
16 victims at a time, also continued during the 
month, particularly to the south and west of the 
capital. 

On Jan. 16 security forces clashed with some 
dozen members of the Islamist Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA) in the Casbah district of Algiers. 


Criticism of anti-Islamist militias 
by Ait Ahmed 


The secretary-general of the Socialist Forces 
Front (FFS), Hocine Ait Ahmed, in an inter- 
view published in the London-based Asharg 
al-Awsat newspaper on Jan. 14, criticized the 
government's practice (adopted in 1994) of 
allowing local anti-Islamist militias to be 
formed. He said these militias were involved 
in smuggling, organized crime, and score- 
settling between families and clans. 


UGTA strike - Assassination of 
leader 


The General Union of Algerian Workers 
(UGTA) called its members out on strike on 
Jan. 14-15 in protest over plans to make de- 
ductions from civil servants’ salaries in order 
to pay overdue salaries owed to other em- 
ployees in state-owned industries. After the 
strike was reportedly widely observed on Jan. 
14, Prime Minister Ahmed Ouyahia post- 
poned from February until March the onset 
of the salary cuts. 


The leader of the UGTA, Abdelhak Ben- 
hamouda, was killed by gunmen outside the 
union's headquarters in central Algiers on 
Jan. 28. 


Regarded as strongly anti-Islamist and an ally of 
President Liamine Zeroual, Benhamouda had 
recently announced that he was to form a political 
party. This party would, according to the press 
sources, have aimed at consolidating a pro- 
Zeroual bloc in the legislative elections expected 
to be held by June. 


@ Last article p. 41345; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 
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TUNISIA 


Release of imprisoned opposition 
leader Moada 


Mohammed Moada, the former secretary- 
general of the main opposition party, the 
Mouvement des démocrates  socialistes 
(MDS), was on Dec. 31 released from deten- 
tion, on parole, on compassionate grounds. 


Khemais Chamari, a member of the party's execu- 
tive, was also released. The two had been sen- 
tenced to 11 and five years imprisonment in Feb- 
ruary [see p. 40978] and May 1996 respectively, 
on charges relating to Moada's alleged sharing of 
intelligence with a foreign state. The sentences 
had received widespread international condemna- 
tion. 


Government changes 


Nine Cabinet changes were announced on 
Jan. 22. The portfolios affected were as fol- 
lows: 


+Mohamm ed Ben Rajab Interior 
+Abderrahim Zouari Foreign Affairs 
+Mohammed Jeri Finance 

+Habib Ben Yahia Defence 

+Mohammed Jegham Director of Presidency 
+Abdallah Kallel Justice 

*Ahmed Fria Communications 

*Mabrouk Bahri Agriculture 

*Raouf Najja Youth and Children 


*New appointment. 
+Altered responsibilities. 


@ Last article p. 41210; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


LIBYA 


Execution of eight alleged spies 


Six military officers and two civilians were 
executed on Jan. 2, the officers by firing 
squad and the civilians by hanging. A mili- 
tary court had issued the death sentences the 
previous day. All eight men had been found 
guilty of supplying agents of foreign gov- 
ermnments with information related to defence 
and of "belonging to a banned organization 
linked with agents of foreign governments". 


A further group of five military officers, one 
police officer and two civilians were acquitted for 
lack of evidence. 


An official who delivered a televised speech from 
the courtroom following the sentencing identified 
the foreign agency referred to in the verdicts as the 
US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), which was 
alleged to have supplied those convicted with 
"sophisticated equipment" for spying activities. 
The assertion was dismissed by the US State 
Department on Jan. 2 as a series of "wild charges". 
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International press commentators suggested that 
the death sentences were probably imposed in 
retaliation for an October 1993 coup attempt 
against the regime of Libyan leader Col. Moamer 
al Kadhafi. According to these accounts, all of 
those sentenced to death were members of the 
Warfallah tribe, which had apparently been 
closely implicated in the coup attempt. On Jan. 3 a 
spokesperson for the National Front for the 
Salvation of Libya, an exiled opposition group, 
said in a statement to the Asharg al-Awsat 
newspaper in London that those executed were 
"nationalists", and that some of them had "had 
contacts" with the front. 


Call for Palestinians to return to 
Libya 


The General People's Congress on Jan. 14 
communicated to the Arab League that it 
wished all Palestinians in the Libya-Egypt 
border area to return to Libya. Following a 
September 1995 order expelling Palestinian 
residents from Libya, hundreds of Palestini- 


ans had been stranded in refugee camps on 


the border with Egypt (which had denied 
them entry), and had subsequently refused to 
return to Libya despite the fact that the de- 
portation programme had been suspended the 
following month [see pp. 40752; 40800]. The 
move appeared to contradict earlier indica- 
tions that the expulsion order itself was to be 
reversed [see p. 41346]. 


Visit by Farrakhan 


Louis Farrakhan, leader of the US Nation of 
Islam, visited Tripoli on Jan. 5. He had 
previously visited Libya in August 1996 in 
order to receive a government award. 


@ Last article p. 41346; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


EGYPT 
Arrests of alleged Satanic youths 


In late January 45 young people were ar- 
rested and charged with scorning religion, an 
offence which carried a maximum penalty of 
three years imprisonment. A further 31 peo- 
ple were arrested but released on bail. Most 
of the arrests took place in Cairo, and those 
detained were reportedly fans of heavy metal 
music. The local press suggested that the fans 
had allegedly held regular Satanic rituals, 
which the police said had taken place in the 
Commonwealth cemetery in the wealthy 
suburb of Heliopolis. 


Launch of irrigation project 


President Hosni Mubarak on Jan. 9 inaugu- 
rated a US$810 million project to irri- 
gate1,234,568 ha of desert land by pumping 


water from Lake Nasser on the river Nile in 
southern (Upper) Egypt. Foreign investment 
was to be invited to participate in various 
stages of the project. 


@ Last article p. 41345; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


UNITED NATIONS 


Secretariat appointments 


Kofi Annan, who formally succeeded 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali as UN Secretary Gen- 
eral on Jan. 1 [see pp. 41426-27], announced 
the membership of the new UN Secretariat on 
Jan. 28. Although the team included some 
new members, it was drawn predominantly 
from existing UN officials, with many in- 
cumbents retaining their posts and several 
others being promoted. Annan also abolished 
the post of Under-Secretary-General for Eco- 
nomic and Social Affairs and created the new 
post of adviser on external relations. 


One notable appointment was that of Bernard Mi- 
yet, a French national, who replaced Annan as 
Under-Secretary-General of Peacekeeping Opera- 
tions. Some commentators suggested that France 
had demanded the appointment in return for lifting 
its Security Council veto of Annan’s own election 
in December. 


The distribution of portfolios at the UN 
Secretariat was as follows: 


Economic and Social Affairs 
Under-Secretary-General level 


+Nitin Desai (India) Department for Policy Co- 
ordination and Sustainable Development 


+Jongjian Jin (China) Department for 
Development Support and Management Services 


Assistant Secretary-General level 


#Angela King (/) (Jamaica) Special Adviser on 
Gender Issues; head of Division for Advancement 
of Women 


Political, Security and Humanitarian Affairs 
Under-Secretary-General level 


+Yasushi Akashi (Japan) Head of Department of 
Humanitarian Affairs 


*Bernard Miyet (France) Head of Department of 
Peacekeeping Operations 


*Sir Kieran Prendergast (UK) Head of 
Department of Political Affairs 
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IN BRIEF 


BAHRAIN: The Amir, Shaikh Isa bin Sulman al- 
Khalifa, issued a decree on Jan. 7 establishing a 
National Guard as a “military backup” for the 
Bahrain Defence Force and “to protect the IN 
homeland”. 


Assistant Secretary-General level 


#Hedi Annabi (Tunisia) Department of 
Peacekeeping Operations 


+Alvar de Soto (Peru) Department of Political 
Affairs 


+Manfred Eisele (Germany) Department of 


Peacekeeping Operations 


Legal, Administrative Affairs and Public 
Information 
Under-Secretary-General level 


+Joseph Connor (USA) Head of Administration 
and Management 


+Hans Corell (Sweden) UN Legal Counsel 
Assistant Secretary-General level 


+Jean-Pierre Halbwachs (Mauritius) UN 
Controller 


+Denis Haliday (Ireland) Head of Office of 
Human Resources 


+Samir Sanbar (Lebanon) Head of Department of 
Public Information 


+Benon Sevan (Cyprus) Head of the Office of 
Conference and Support Services 


* Jean-Claude Aime (Haiti) Head of UN 
Compensation Commission in connection with 
Iraq 

Secretary-General’s Executive Office 

*S. Iqbal Riza (Pakistan) Chef de Cabinet 


*Gillian Sorensen (f) (USA) Head of External 
Relations 


*Fred Eckhard Spokesman 


+Confirmed in office. 
#Internal promotion. 

*New appointment. 

Women are denoted by (/). 


US debt pledge 


During a three-day official visit to Washing- 
ton on Jan. 23-25, Annan gave the US gov- 
ernment assurances that he planned to reform 
the UN. He acknowledged that “if we do not 
change, we may lose our relevance . . . What 
the UN wants is what the US wants - to be 


ut 
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effective, efficient, leaner and relevant”. In 
return Annan received a pledge from US 
President Bill Clinton that he would work 
with Republicans in Congress to pay the 
US$1.3 billion debt owed to the UN by the 
US government. 


The Clinton administration had agreed in principle 
with Congress that the total US share of the UN’s 
annual budget should be reduced from 25 per cent 
to 21.7 per cent to match the country’s share of the 
global economy. In return, Republican leaders in 
Congress had offered their support for the 
payment of the US$100 million of US arrears in 
1997, with the remainder of the debt held in 
escrow until 1999. 


@ Last article pp. 41426-27; for 1996 key events see 
1997 reference supplement. 


WAR CRIMES 


Collapse of Serafinowicz trial 


The UK trial of Szymon Serafinowicz, 86, 
collapsed on Jan. 17 after a jury at the Cen- 
tral Criminal Court (Old Bailey) in London 
decided that his mental incapacity was such 
that he could not be tried for murder. The de- 
cision came after a nine-day hearing during 
which evidence was presented which sug- 
gested that Serafinowicz was suffering from 


_ dementia—probably a result of Alzheimer’s 


disease—to such an extent that he was inca- 
pable of instructing his lawyers, understand- 
ing the evidence, or following the court pro- 
ceedings. 


Serafinowicz had been committed for trial by a 
magistrate on three specimen charges of 
murdering unknown Jews during the systematic 
slaughter of 3,000 Jewish inhabitants of the Mir 
district of Belarus in 1941-42. Born in Belarus, 
Serafinowicz had admitted in the magistrate’s 
court to serving as head of the local police under 
Nazi rule. 


The trial of Serafinowicz, who had settled in the 


-UK after the Second World War, was the first to 


be brought in the UK under the 1991 War Crimes 
Act [see pp. 37899; 38219]. The legislation had 
allowed charges relating to war crimes offences 
allegedly committed outside the country to be 
filed in UK courts. Despite the judgment the UK 
government was insistent that it would press ahead 
with the prosecutions of other alleged Nazi war 
criminals; the Crown Prosecutions Service stated 
that it intended to proceed with five other cases. 


Supreme Court ruling against 
Papon 


The French Supreme Court on Jan. 23 or- 
dered former French police chief and gov- 
ernment minister Maurice Papon, 86, to be 
tried for crimes against humanity. The court 
ordered that Papon be tried by jury in Bor- 
deaux, the city where, as regional secretary- 
general under the collaborationist Vichy gov- 
ernment, he had allegedly ordered the death 
or deportation of 1,690 French Jews. 


The allegations had first emerged in 1981 and had 
been contested by Papon. The only senior Vichy 
Official still alive, Papon had appealed to the Su- 
preme Court following an appeal court decision 
against him in October 1996 [see p. 41347]. He 
attacked the Supreme Court decision as 
“scandalous” and said it would provide an oppor- 
tunity for Communists, “the leftist lobby” and for- 
eigners to smear France by linking the Vichy re- 
gime to the Nazi Holocaust. 


@ Last article p. 41347; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


ENVIRONMENT 


Major oil spill off Japanese coast 


The Russian-owned tanker Nakhodka, car- 
rying some 5,000,000 gallons of fuel oil, 
broke in two on Jan. 2 some 150 km off Ja- 
pan’s western coast during a severe storm. 
Bad weather and high seas hampered the 
clean-up operation and fears of an environ- 
mental disaster were confirmed on Jan. 7 
when oil slicks reached the coast along a 95- 
km stretch from Kyoto Prefecture to Fukui 
Prefecture, affecting fish farms, fishing ports 
and tourist resorts, as well as wildlife in the 
region. 


Local officials stated that in Mikuni alone the spill 
threatened to wipe out the town’s entire annual 
fishing income of 30,000,000 yen 
(US$1.00=116.20 yen as at Jan. 3). On Jan. 21 the 
government acknowledged that it had been slow to 
react to the crisis. The admission came as 
environmentalists reported that Sado Island, the 
habitat of the country’s last crested ibis, had been 
affected by the accident. 


@ Last article p. 40979. 
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COMMODITIES 


Coffee producers’ meeting 


The Association of Coffee Producing Coun- 
tries (ACPC) met for an emergency session 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on Jan. 22-23, and 
agreed to cut exports by 1,300,000 60kg bags 
during the first half of 1997. This total was 
arrived at by producers of robusta coffee 
agreeing to cut exports by 1,000,000 bags, 
and those of arabica coffee by 300,000 bags. 


The emergency meeting had taken place at the 
request of African members of ACPC after prices 
for robusta coffee fell in December in response to 
predictions of an excess supply. However, by Jan. 
23 prices had been rising for three days, with 
prices on the London coffee market reaching 
US$1,570 per tonne. Although the rise was partly 
in anticipation of the decision to cut exports, there 
were also fears concerning short-term supplies, 
particularly in view of a strike by Colombian dock 
workers which had affected the transportation of 
some 300,000 bags. In addition there was concern 
over the size of the 1997 Brazilian coffee crop, 
with forecasts ranging from 17,000,000 to 
21,000,000 bags compared with the 1996 harvest 
of 27,000,000 bags. 


@ Last article p. 41027; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 


SPACE RESEARCH 


Failure of Delta-2 rocket 


A Delta-2 rocket exploded on take-off from 
Cape Canaveral on Jan. 17. The McDonnell 
Douglas-built rocket was carrying a global 
positioning satellite worth US$55,000,000 
for the US Air Force. The explosion occurred 
less than four seconds into the flight, before 
the three-stage rocket had cleared the launch- 
pad tower. The US authorities suggested that 
there was no immediate explanation for the 
accident; the Delta was regarded as the one 
of the world’s most reliable rockets. 


@ Last article p. 41395; for 1996 key events see 1997 
reference supplement. 
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1997) 41557-8 
Appointment (Mar 1997) 41557 
Visits to 
southern Albania (Apr 1997) 41596 
USA (May 1997) 41653 
Meksi, Resignation (Mar 1997) 41556 
Nano 
Government programme (Jul 1997) 41747-8 
International conference on Albania (Aug 
1997) 41789 
Referendum on the monarchy: (Jul 1997) 41748; 
(Aug 1997) 41789 
Refugees to Italy: (Mar 1997) 41558; (May 1997) 
41654 
Repatriation of refugees from Italy: (Dec 1997) 
41979 
Republican Party: 
Resignation of Godo (Nov 1997) 41934 
Withdrawal from PDS led coalition (Feb 1997) 
41506 
Resignations: J 
Berisha (Jul 1997) 41747 ( 
PDS chair (Jul 1997) 41747 ; 


Subject index 


ALBANIA (contd) 
Republican Party leader (Nov 1997) 41934 
Security: 


Agreement with Macedonia (Oct 1997) 41877 
Ammunition depot explosion (Apr 1997) 41597 
Demonstrations and violence (Jan 1997) 41454; 
(Feb 1997) 41504—5; (Mar 1997) 41556; (Jun 
1997) 41703; (Jul 1997) 41748; (Sep 1997) 
41834 
Government action to restore order (Aug 1997) 
41789 -. 
Mass arrests (Feb 1997) 41505 
SHIK (secret police) 
Chief (May 1997) 416534; (Aug 1997) 41789 
Reported disbandment (Apr 1997) 41596 
Shooting of politician (Sep 1997) 41834 
Southern rebellion 
Government efforts to retake control (Aug 
1997) 41789 
Investigation into causes of (Oct 1997) 41876; 
(Nov 1997) 41933—-4 
Italian forces deployed (Apr 1997) 41596-7 
Peace talks (Mar 1997) 41557 
Police (Feb 1997) 41505 
Spread of rebellion (Mar 1997) 41556; (Apr 
1997) 41596-7 
State of emergency (Mar 1997) 41556 
Strike of newspapers (Nov 1997) 41934 
Tirana fighting (Mar 1997) 41557 
Socialist Party of Albania (PSS): 
Agreement to re-enter legislature (Apr 1997) 
41597 
Dismissal of local authority officials (Nov 1997) 
41933 
Elections (Jun 1997) 41703-4; (Jul 1997) 41747 
Media time (Sep 1997) 41835 
Nano ‘pardoned (Mar 1997) 41557 
Negotiations over June elections (May 1997) 
41653 
Shooting of PDS MP (Sep 1997) 41834 
Talks with Berisha (Mar 1997) 41557 
Supreme Court: Convictions against communist 
Officials overturned (Sep 1997) 41835; (Oct 
1997) 41876 
Trials: Charges against former communist leaders 
dropped (Oct 1997) 41876 
UN: Multinational peacekeeping force (Apr 1997) 
41596-7; (Jun 1997) 41703; (Jul 1997) 41747; 
(Aug 1997) 41789 


ALGERIA 
Appointments: 
Military (Oct 1997) 41892 
Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41712 
Armed Islamic Group (GIA): 
Belgian seizure of arms supplies (Mar 1997) 
41560 
Clashes with security forces (Jan 1997) 41473 
Killing of Zouabri (GIA leader) reported (Jul 
1997) 41756 
Massacres (Oct 1997) 41892 
Murders of families of dissident groups within 
GIA (Feb 1997) 41520 
Rewards placed on alleged commanders (May 
1997) 41664 
Cabinet: (Jun 1997) 41712 
Economy: 
Budget (Dec 1997) 41983 
Stock exchange opened (Dec 1997) 41983 
Trade unions (Jan 1997) 41473 
Elections: 
Legislative 
Timetable (Feb 1997) 41521; (Mar 1997) 
41568 
Campaign (May 1997) 41664 
Results (Jun 1997) 41711-12 
Local (Oct 1997) 41891-2 
National Council (upper house) (Dec 1997) 
41983 
Foreign relations: 
France, Algerian nationals sentenced (Feb 1997) 
41514 
Spain (Apr 1997) 41616 
Hamas: 


Election plans (Apr 1997) 41616 


ALGERIA (contd) 
Renamed Movement of Society for Peace (MSP) 
(May 1997) 41664 
Human rights: (Aug 1997) 41796; (Nov 1997) 
41935 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS): 
Election boycott called for (Apr 1997) 41616; 
(May 1997) 41664 
Islamic Salvation Army (AIS) (Feb 1997) 41520; 
(Apr 1997) 41616; (May 1997) 41664; (Oct 
1997) 41892 
Leaders released (Jul 1997) 41756 
Madani under house arrest (Sep 1997) 41843 
Refusal to participate in elections (Feb 1997) 
41521; (Mar 1997) 41568 
Truce call by AIS (Sep 1997) 41843 
Map: (Jun 1997) 41712 
Movement of Society for Peace (MSP): Election 
campaign (May 1997) 41664; (Jun 1997) 
41711-12 
National Democratic Rally (RND): (Feb 1997) 
41521; (May 1997) 41664; (Jun 1997) 
41711-12; (Oct 1997) 41891-2 
National Liberation Front (FLN): 
Election campaign (May 1997) 41664; (Jun 
1997) 41711-12 
National Council elections (Dec 1997) 41983 
Peace efforts: Spanish non-governmental 
conference in Madrid (Apr 1997) 41616 
Political parties: (May 1997) 41664; (Jun 1997) 
41712; (Dec 1997) 41983 
Rally for Culture and Democracy (RCD): (May 
1997) 41664 
Security: 
see also Armed Islamic Group (GIA) 
Anti-Islamist militias (government-approved) (Jan 
1997) 41473 
Army acquiescence in massacres alleged (Sep 
1997) 41843 
Election violence (May 1997) 41664; (Oct 1997) 
41891-2 
House arrest for Madani (FIS leader) (Sep 1997) 
41843 
Islamic Armed Djihad Front (Mar 1997) 41568 
Jihad Islamic Front (Feb 1997) 41521 
Killings 
Car bombings (Jan 1997) 41473 
Civilians (Apr 1997) 41616 
GIA leader (Jul 1997) 41756 
Islamists by security forces (Mar 1997) 41568; 
(Apr 1997) 41616; (May 1997) 41664 
Massacres (Aug 1997) 41796; (Sep 1997) 
41843; (Oct 1997) 41892; (Dec 1997) 41983 
Train bomb (Apr 1997) 41616 
Union leader (Jan 1997) 41473; (Feb 1997) 
41521 
Pro-democracy protests (Oct 1997) 41891-2 
Ramadan violence (Jan 1997) 41473; (Feb 
1997) 41520-1 
Release of FIS leaders (Jul 1997) 41756 
Strikes (Jan 1997) 41473 
Socialist Forces Front (FFS): 
Ait Ahmed’s criticism of anti-Islamist militias (Jan 
1997) 41473 
Elections (Apr 1997) 41616; (May 1997) 41664; 
(Jun 1997) 41711—12; (Oct 1997) 41891-2 
National Council elections (Dec 1997) 41983 
Trials: 
GIA members (Dec 1997) 41983 
Hachani (FIS leader) (Jul 1997) 41756 


AMERICAS 


see also CARIBBEAN; CENTRAL AMERICA; 
LATIN AMERICA; NORTH AMERICAN FREE 
TRADE AGREEMENT; ORGANISATION OF 
AMERICAN STATES 
Free Trade Area for the Americas (FTAA): 
Negotiations to establish (May 1997) 41634; 
(Aug 1997) 41768; (Oct 1997) 41857 
Ibero-American summit: (Nov 1997) 41907 
Managua Declaration: (Sep 1997) 41813 
Rio Group: Summit (Aug 1997) 41768 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 


Algeria: (Nov 1997) 41935 
China: (Aug 1997) 41771 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL (contd) 
Equatorial Guinea: (Jul 1997) 41723 
Germany: (Jul 1997) 41743 
Kenya: (Jan 1997) 41432 
Russia: (Apr 1997) 41610 
Rwanda: 

Genocide trials (Jan 1997) 41431 
Massacres by government soldiers (Aug 1997) 
41761 
Saudi Arabia: (Nov 1997) 41936 
Singapore: (Nov 1997) 41918 
UK: (Feb 1997) 41516 


ANDORRA 
Elections: (Feb 1997) 41513 
Liberal Union (UL): Election victory (Feb 1997) 
41513 


ANGOLA 
Appointments: Ministerial (Apr 1997) 41525-6 
Armed forces: see Peace process 
Cabinet: (Apr 1997) 41525-6 
Foreign relations: 
Congo (Oct 1997) 41848 
South Africa (Apr 1997) 41576 
Vatican (Jul 1997) 41722-3 
Zaire (May 1997) 41621; (Jun 1997) 41670-1 
Zambia (Apr 1997) 41576 
Map: (Apr 1997) 41576 
National Reconciliation Government: 
Inauguration (Apr 1997) 41525-6 
National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola see UNITA subhdg 
Obituary of minister: (Sep 1997) 41803 
Peace process: 
Delays (Feb 1997) 41480; (Mar 1997) 41528 
Threatened (Jun 1997) 41670—1 
Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola-Workers’ Party (MPLA-PT): 
Cabinet appointments (Apr 1997) 41525-6 
Delaying tactics of UNITA (Mar 1997) 41528 
Resolution condemning UNITA’s behaviour (Jul 
1997) 41722 
President: Dos Santos’ relationship with UNITA 
leader see UNITA, Savimbi 
Security: 
see also UNITA subhdg below 
Conflict with pro-Mobutu Zairean armed militias 
(Jun 1997) 41670 
Angola Verification Mission (UNAVEM III) 
Call on government to suspend offensive (Jun 
1997) 41671 
Extension of mandate (Feb 1997) 41480; (Apr 
1997) 41576 
Inauguration of unity government urged (Mar 
1997) 41528 
Observer Mission in Angola (UNOMA) (Jul 1997) 
41722 
Sanctions against UNITA (Aug 1997) 41759; 
(Sep 1997) 41803; (Oct 1997) 41850; (Nov 
1997) 41899 
UNITA: 
Cabinet appointments (Apr 1997) 41525-6 
Ceding of territory to comply with Lusaka 
Protocol (Dec 1997) 41947 
Demobilisation promise (Sep 1997) 41803 
Disappearance of supporters in Malanje province 
(Nov 1997) 41899 
Failure to fulfil Lusaka Protocol commitments 
(Aug 1997) 41759; (Oct 1997) 41850 
Failure to participate in unity government (Feb 
1997) 41480; (Mar 1997) 41528; (Aug 1997) 
41759 
Government offensive against (Jun 1997) 
41670-1; (Jul 1997) 41722; (Aug 1997) 41759 
Military operations stepped up (Jul 1997) 41722 
Savimbi 
Criticism of UN sanctions threat (Sep 1997) 
41803 
Doubts about future status (Feb 1997) 41480 
Refusal to attend inauguration of National 
Reconciliation Government (Apr 1997 
41526 ‘ 
Special status (Apr 1997) 41576 
Talks offer to dos Santos (Jun 1997) 41671 


Subject index 


ANGOLA (contd) 
Support for Kabila insurgents in Zaire (May 
1997) 41621 
UN sanctions threat (Aug 1997) 41759; (Sep 
1997) 41803; (Oct 1997) 41850; (Nov 1997) 
41899 


ANGUILLA, UK initiative to counter money 
laundering: (Jan 1997) 41443 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

Appointments: Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41957 

Cabinet: (Dec 1997) 41957 

Corruption: (Dec 1997) 41957 

Economy: Russian offshore banks closed down 
(Feb 1997) 41491 

Foreign relations: Russia (Feb 1997) 41491 

Security: Attack on Bird jr (brother of Prime 
Minister) (Dec 1997) 41957 


APEC see ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC 
CO-OPERATION (APEC) 


ARAB LEAGUE 
Boycott of Middle East and North Africa 
economic conference: (Nov 1997) 41939 
Comoros: (Sep 1997) 41805 
Foreign ministers’ meetings (Mar 1997) 
41565-6; (Sep 1997) 41844 
Libya: 
Easing of UN sanctions urged (Sep 1997) 41844 
Expelled Palestinians encouraged to return (Jan 
1997) 41474 


ARAB STATES 
see also ARAB LEAGUE; GULF 
CO-OPERATION COUNCIL (GCC); MIDDLE 
EAST 
Damascus Declaration states: Foreign ministers’ 
meeting (Jun 1997) 41716 


ARGENTINA 
Action for the Republic party: (Apr 1997) 41584 
Action for the Republic-New Leadership 
(AR-ND): Launch of party (Jul 1997) 41730 
Alliance (opposition grouping): (Oct 1997) 
41857 
Appointments: Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41955 
Constitution: Council of Magistrates created (Dec 
1997) 41955 
Corruption: Justice Minister Jassan resignation 
(Jun 1997) 41680 
Economy: 
Banking (Apr 1997) 41584 
Labour reforms (May 1997) 41632-3 
Peso parity with dollar commitment (Jan 1997) 
41439 
Privatisation (Apr 1997) 41584; (May 1997) 
41632 
Trade unions (May 1997) 41632-3; (Aug 1997) 
41768 
World Bank (May 1997) 41632 
Elections: Congressional (Oct 1997) 41857-8 
Foreign relations: 
Brazil (Aug 1997) 41768; (Oct 1997) 41858 
Chile (Aug 1997) 41768 
China (Oct 1997) 41858 
NATO (Aug 1997) 41768; (Oct 1997) 41858 
Spain (Mar 1997) 41532; (Oct 1997) 41858 
UK 
see also FALKLAND (MALVINAS) ISLANDS 
Anti-British bomb incident (Nov 1997) 41906 
Invitation to Menem to visit UK (Nov 1997) 
41906 
South Atlantic fisheries negotiations (Jan 
1997) 41440 
Visit to Falklands by relatives of Argentinian 
soldiers killed in 1982 war (Jan 1997) 41440 
USA (Oct 1997) 41858 
Foreign trade: USA, Sanctions (Apr 1997) 41584 
Front for a Country in Solidarity (Frepaso): 
Congressional elections (Oct 1997) 41857-8 
Pact with Radical Civic Union (UCR) see Radical 
Civic Union (UCR) 
Human rights: 


Subject index 


ARGENTINA (contd) 
Galtieri arrest warrant issued in Spain (Mar 
1997) 41532 
Police brutality (Apr 1997) 41584 
Spanish arrest warrants for former naval officers 
involved in “disappeared” (Oct 1997) 41858 
Justicialist Party (PJ-Peronists): Congressional 
elections (Oct 1997) 41857-8 
Media: Murder of journalist (Jan 1997) 41440; (Apr 
1997) 41584 
President: 
Falklands (Malvinas) sovereignty issue 
statement (Jan 1997) 41440 
Invitation to Menem to visit UK (Nov 1997) 
41906 
Meeting with UK Prime Minister (Jun 1997) 
41680 
Radical Civic Union (UCR): 
Congressional elections (Oct 1997) 41857-8 
Electoral pact with Front for a Country in 
Solidarity (Frepaso) (Aug 1997) 41767 
Resignations: Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41680; (Dec 
1997) 41955 
Security: 
Investigation of 1994 bombing of AMIA Jewish 
centre (Nov 1997) 41906 
Killings 
Journalist (Jan 1997) 41440; (Apr 1997) 
41584 
Teacher (Apr 1997) 41584 
Police brutality (Apr 1997) 41584 
Strikes and demonstrations (Apr 1997) 41584; 
(May 1997) 41632-3; (Aug 1997) 41768 
Trials: Guerrillas sentenced (Jul 1997) 41730 
UN: Security Council seat question (Aug 1997) 
41768 
War crimes: Nazi gold contribution offer (Dec 
1997) 41984 


ARMENIA 
see also COMMONWEALTH OF 
INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) 
Appointments: 
Ministerial (May 1997) 41661; (Jun 1997) 41711 
Prime Minister (Mar 1997) 41551 
Prime Ministerial adviser (Jan 1997) 41469 
Azatutyun party: (Jun 1997) 41711 
Cabinet: (Jun 1997) 41711 
Defence: Armed forces, Conscription proposals 
(Jun 1997) 41711 
Economy: 
Budget (Feb 1997) 41510; (Dec 1997) 41979 
Privatisation (Nov 1997) 41922 
World Bank (Aug 1997) 41788 
Energy: Gas agreement with Russia (Aug 1997) 
41788; (Oct 1997) 41877 
Foreign relations: 
Azerbaijan 
Fighting (Apr 1997) 41612; (May 1997) 41660 
Nagorno Karabakh (Mar 1997) 41551; (Apr 
1997) 41612; (May 1997) 41660; (Jun 1997) 
41710; (Sep 1997) 41835-6; (Oct 1997) 
41878; (Nov 1997) 41922 
Georgia (May 1997) 41661 
Russia (Aug 1997) 41787-8 
Turkey (Jun 1997) 41703 
Foreign trade: Russia (Aug 1997) 41787-8; (Oct 
1997) 41877 
Pan-Armenian National Movement (HHSh): (Jun 
1997) 41711; (Jul 1997) 41754 
President: 
Resignation of adviser (Sep 1997) 41835 
Visit to Russia (Aug 1997) 41787-8 
Prime Minister: 
Adviser appointed (Jan 1997) 41469 
Appointment of Kocharyan (Mar 1997) 41551 
Resignation of Sarkissian (Mar 1997) 41551 
Resignations: 
Presidential adviser (Sep 1997) 41835 
Prime Minister Sarkissian (Mar 1997) 41551 
Speaker (Jun 1997) 41711 
Supreme Court: Protestors released (Jun 1997) 
41711 
Union of Socialist Forces (SUM): (Nov 1997) 
41922 


ARMS TRADE 
China to: 
Kuwait (Nov 1997) 41936 
Thailand (Apr 1997) 41595 
Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of (FRY) (Nov 
1997) 41933 
France to: 
Korea, South (Oct 1997) 41863 
United Arab Emirates (Dec 1997) sd 
lran-Russia-China missile 
allegations: (Sep 1997) 41842 
Israel to: 
Lebanon (Apr 1997) 41615 
Poland (Oct 1997) 41872 
Korea, North to: 
Iran (Jun 1997) 41689 
Syria (Jun 1997) 41689 
Pakistan to: Afghanistan (Dec 1997) 41966 
Russia to: 
Cyprus (Jan 1997) 41461; (Sep 1997) 41835 
Indonesia (Aug 1997) 41778 
South Africa to: Syria question (Jan 1997) 41430 
Switzerland arms exports referendum: (Jun 
1997) 41701 
USA to: 
Indonesia, Cancelled (Jun 1997) 41685 
Romania, Suspended (Aug 1997) 41791 


ARUBA 
Elections: (Dec 1997) 41957 
Political parties: (Dec 1997) 41957 


ASEAN see ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH EAST 
ASIAN NATIONS (ASEAN) 


ASIA see ASIA-EUROPE MEETING (ASEM); ASIAN 
DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB); ASSOCIATION OF 
SOUTH EAST ASIAN NATIONS (ASEAN); 


ASIA see ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
ORGANISATION (ECO); SOUTH ASIAN 
ASSOCIATION FOR REGIONAL CO-OPERATION 
(SAARC) 


ASIA-EUROPE MEETING (ASEM) 
Effect on ASEAN: (Feb 1997) 41502 
Finance ministers’ meeting: (Sep 1997) 41824 


ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
(APEC) 
Membership: (Nov 1997) 41919 
Russia entry question: (Nov 1997) 41909 
Vancouver summit: (Nov 1997) 41919 


ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB) 
Annual meeting: (May 1997) 41646 
Korea, North: (Sep 1997) 41817 
Korea, South: (Dec 1997) 41957 
Kyrgyzstan: (Nov 1997) 41912 
Regional economic crisis: (Oct 1997) 41861 
Replenishment of Asian Development Fund 

(ADF) agreed: (Jan 1997) 41452 

Thailand: (Aug 1997) 41777 
Vanuatu: (Sep 1997) 41825; (Oct 1997) 41871 
Vietnam loans: (Mar 1997) 41546 


ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH EAST ASIAN NATIONS 
(ASEAN) 
see also ASIA-EUROPE MEETING 
Appointments: Secretary-General (Jul 1997) 
41736 
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF): Foreign 
ministers’ meeting (Jul 1997) 41736 
ASEAN-European Union (EU) Joint 
Co-operation Conference: Cancelled (Nov 
1997) 41919 
Cambodia: Hun Sen coup condemned (Jul 1997) 
41734; (Aug 1997) 41776 
Economic ministers’ meeting: (Oct 1997) 41870 
Foreign ministers’ meeting: (Jun 1997) 41686; 
(Jul 1997) 41735-6 
Foreign relations: 
European Union (EU) (Feb 1997) 41501; 
41502-3; (Nov 1997) 41919 
USA (Jun 1997) 41686; (Jul 1997) 41736 


ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH EAST ASIAN NATIONS 
(ASEAN) (contd) 
Japan: Prime Minister's tour of ASEAN countries 

(Jan 1997) 41445 

Membership questions: 

Burma (Feb 1997) 41501; (Mar 1997) 41544; 
(Jun 1997) 41686; (Jul 1997) 41736; (Aug 
1997) 41776; (Sep 1997) 41823 

Cambodia (May 1997) 41642; (Jun 1997) 41686; 
(Jul 1997) 41736 

Laos (Jun 1997) 44686; (Jul 1997) 41736 

Regional financial crisis: (Oct 1997) 41870 

Summit: (Dec 1997) 41963 

Vietnam/China dispute over oil and gas 
reserves: (Mar 1997) 41545-6 


ASYLUM see IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION 


AUSTRALIA 
Aborigines: 
Compensation announcement (Dec 1997) 41966 
Land rights proposals rejected by Senate (Dec 
1997) 41966 
Land-title law clarification (Apr 1997) 41596 
Report on Aboriginal adoption policy (May 1997) 
41644 
Traditional punishment legally recognised (Dec 
1997) 41966-7 
Appointments: Ministerial (Oct 1997) 41870-1 
Australian Democrats: (Oct 1997) 41871 
Australian Labor Party (ALP): 
Defection to ALP of Democrat leader (Oct 1997) 
41871 
Politician’s attempted suicide (Oct 1997) 41871 
Cabinet: (Oct 1997) 41870-1 
Constitution: 
Convention on constitutional change (Feb 1997) 
41501-—2; (Dec 1997) 41967 
Euthanasia issue (Mar 1997) 41548 
Corruption: Government ministers’ travel 
allowance scandal (Sep 1997) 41824; (Oct 
1997) 41871 
Economy: 
Budget (May 1997) 41644 
Industrial policy (Dec 1997) 41967 
Unemployment (May 1997) 41644; (Oct 1997) 
41871 
Elections: Constitutional convention (Dec 1997) 
41967 
Environment: 
Bush fires (Dec 1997) 41967 
Greenhouse emissions targets refused (Sep 
1997) 41825 
Ethical issues: Medical experiments on children 
controversy (Jun 1997) 41685-6 
Euthanasia: (Jan 1997) 41452; (Mar 1997) 41548 
Foreign relations: 
Fiji (Sep 1997) 41825 
Indonesia, Maritime treaty (Mar 1997) 41547 
Japan (Apr 1997) 41591 
Malaysia (Apr 1997) 41595; (May 1997) 41643 
Papua New Guinea (Feb 1997) 41502 
Saudi Arabia (Sep 1997) 41841—2; (Oct 1997) 
41889 
Foreign trade: Taiwan (Feb 1997) 41494 
Human rights: see Aborigines 
Immigration: Restrictions (May 1997) 41644 
Nuclear issues: Nuclear reactor plans (Sep 1997) 
41825 
Obituary of former Deputy Prime Minister 
Barnard: (Sep 1997) 41824-5 
Pauline Hanson’s One Nation Party: (Mar 1997) 
41548; (Apr 1997) 41596; (May 1997) 41644; 
(Dec 1997) 41967 
Queensland: Chinese Community Voice, 
Challenge to Hanson's One Nation party (Apr 
1997) 41596 
Racial issues: see Aborigines; Immigration; 
Pauline Hanson’s One Nation party 
Resignations: Ministerial (Sep 1997) 41824 
Security: Gun laws (Jan 1997) 41452 
Senate: of Aboriginal land rights bill (Dec 
1997) 41966 


AUSTRIA 
Appointments: 
Chancellor (Jan 1997) 41465 
Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41465 
Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41465 
Chancellor: 
Appointment of Klima (Jan 1997) 41465 
Resignation of Vranitzky (Jan 1997) 41464—-5 
Defence: Military reforms (Apr 1997) 41598 
Economy: Privatisation of Creditanstalt (Jan 1997) 
41465 
Emigration and immigration: Immigration policies 
(Feb 1997) 41512; (Jul 1997) 41746 
European Union (EU): 
Border controls anxieties (Jul 1997) 41746 
Tobacco advertising ban (Dec 1997) 41968 
Foreign Minister’s derogatory comments about 
foreign leaders: (Jul 1997) 41754 
Foreign relations: 
France (Jul 1997) 41754 
Germany (Jul 1997) 41754 
Kenya (Apr 1997) 41578 
Taiwan (Oct 1997) 41861 
USA (Jul 1997) 41754 
Freedom Party (FPO): Immigration policies (Feb 
1997) 41512 
People’s Party (OVP): Opposition to privatisation 
of Creditanstalt (Jan 1997) 41465 
President: Central European summit (Jun 1997) 
41711 
Resignations: Chancellor (Jan 1997) 41464—-5 
Security: 
Arrest of racist bomber suspect (Oct 1997) 
41882 
Covert surveillance operation reports (Apr 1997) 
41598 = 
Social Democratic Party (SPO): 
Immigration policy (Feb 1997) 41512 
Klima elected as leader (Apr 1997) 41598 
Resignation of Vranitzky as Chancellor (Jan 
1997) 41464—-5 


AVIATION 

Air crashes: 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (Sep 1997) 41834 
Cambodia (Sep 1997) 41822 
Cuba (Jul 1997) 41732 
Greece (Dec 1997) 41972 
Guam (Aug 1997) 41779-80 
India (Nov 1997) 41914 
Indonesia (Sep 1997) 41824; (Dec 1997) 41962 
lran (Mar 1997) 41567 
Israel (Feb 1997) 41517 
Russia (Mar 1997) 41550; (Dec 1997) 41975 
Senegal (Feb 1997) 41483 
United Arab Emirates (Dec 1997) 41980 
USA (Jan 1997) 41438 

European Union (EU): Accord with Boeing (Jul 
1997) 41746 

France: Air France (Sep 1997) 41828 

Hijackings: Taiwanese aircraft to China (Mar 
1997) 41541 

Korea, North: Discussions with South Korea over 
North Korean air space (Mar 1997) 41538; (Oct 
1997) 41863 

Lockerbie bombing: 
ICJ hearing (Oct 1997) 41891 
Libyan government offer to families (Jun 1997) 

41712-13 
Mandela’s comments on visit to Libya (Oct 1997) 
41891 

UN trial report (Dec 1997) 41983 

Russia: Aeroflot (Jun 1997) 41708 

USA: TWA air crash investigations (Mar 1997) 
41531; (Sep 1997) 41808; (Nov 1997) 41903 


AZERBAIJAN 
see also COMMONWEALTH OF 
INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) 
Appointments: Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41711; (Jul 
1997) 41754 
Cabinet: (Jun 1997) 41711 
Democratic Azerbaijan bloc: (Oct 1997) 41878 
Democratic Congress: (May 1997) 41660 
Dismissals: Ministerial (Jul 1997) 41754 
Economy: 


AZERBAIJAN (contd) 

Budget (Jan 1997) 41460; (Dec 1997) 41973 

Energy supplies (May 1997) 41659; (Oct 1997) 
41878 

IMF (Dec 1997) 41973 

Elichibey: 

Elected chair of opposition coalition (May 1997) 
41660 

Return from internal exile (Nov 1997) 41922 

Foreign relations: 

Armenia 
see also Nagorno Karabakh 
Fighting (Apr 1997) 41612; (May 1997) 41660 

Iran, Espionage (Apr 1997) 41612 

Turkey (May 1997) 41660 

Turkmenistan, Oil dispute (Jul 1997) 41739; 
(Aug 1997) 41788; (Oct 1997) 41866 

USA (Aug 1997) 41788; (Sep 1997) 41836 

Foreign trade: Russia (May 1997) 41659; (Aug 
1997) 41788; (Sep 1997) 41837; (Oct 1997) 
41878 

Islamic Party: (Apr 1997) 41612 

Nagorno Karabakh: 

Armenia-Azerbaijan relations (Mar 1997) 41551; 
(Apr 1997) 41612; (May 1997) 41660; (Jun 
1997) 41710; (Sep 1997) 41835-6; (Oct 1997) 
41878; (Nov 1997) 41922 

Autonomy proposals (Oct 1997) 41878 

Kocharyan (president of self-proclaimed republic) 
appointed Prime Minister of Armenia (Mar 
1997) 41551 

Peace plan (Jun 1997) 41710; (Sep 1997) 
41835; (Oct 1997) 41878; (Nov 1997) 41922 

Petrossian meeting with OSCE (Nov 1997) 
41922 

Presidential elections 
Announced (Jun 1997) 41710—11 
Results (Sep 1997) 41835-6 

Petroleum: 

Caspian Sea oil begins to flow (Nov 1997) 
41922 

Dispute with Turkmenistan (Jul 1997) 41739; 
(Aug 1997) 41788 

Oil deal with USA (Aug 1997) 41788 

Russian oil agreement difficulties (Aug 1997) 
41788; (Sep 1997) 41837 

President: 

Assassination plot thwarted (Feb 1997) 41510 

Visits to 
Turkey (May 1997) 41660 
USA (Aug 1997) 41788 

Security: 

Coup attempt arrests (Feb 1997) 41510 

Security Council (Apr 1997) 41612 

Statement on alleged 1996 coup plot (Jan 1997) 
41460 

Socialist Party of Azerbaijan (SPA): (Nov 1997) 
41922 

Supreme Court: 

Islamic Party members imprisoned for spying for 
Iran (Apr 1997) 41612 

Sentencing of 1995 attempted coup plotters (Jan 
1997) 41460 

Trials: 

1995 coup attempt participants (Dec 1997) 
41973 

Organisers of illegal paramilitaries (1993-94) on 
behalf of Prime Minister Guseinov (Dec 1997) 
41973 


BAHAMAS 
Appointments: 
Ministerial (Mar 1997) 41536 
Speaker (Apr 1997) 41586 
Cabinet: (Mar 1997) 41536 
Elections: 
Timetable (Feb 1997) 41490 
Results (Mar 1997) 41535 
Foreign relations: Taiwan (May 1997) 41639 
Free National Movement (FNM): (Mar 1997) 
41535 
Map: (Mar 1997) 41536 
Political parties: (Mar 1997) 41535-6; (Apr 1997) 
41586 


Subject index 


BAHAMAS (contd) 
Security: 
Bomb attack in Nassau aimed at Cuban travel 
industry (Aug 1997) 41769 
Murder of minister (Feb 1997) 41490 


BAHRAIN 
Defence: National Guard (Jan 1997) 41474 
Foreign relations: 
Iran (Mar 1997) 41569 
Iraq (Nov 1997) 41938 
Qatar (Mar 1997) 41568-9 
Security: 
Anti-government plotters imprisoned (Mar 1997) 
41569 
Islamists (Mar 1997) 41569 
Trials: Exiled opposition leaders tried in absentia 
for attempted coup (Nov 1997) 41940 


BALKAN STATES see EUROPE, South-eastern 
European countries 


BALTIC STATES 
see also ESTONIA; LATVIA; LITHUANIA 
Baltic Assembly: 10th session (Apr 1997) 41608 
Council of Ministers meetings: (Feb 1997) 
41517 
Foreign relations: Russia (Nov 1997) 41924 


NATO membership ambitions: (Apr 1997) 41608; 


(Sep 1997) 41839 
Presidential summit: (Nov 1997) 41924 
Presidents’ meeting with Polish and Ukrainian 
counterparts: (May 1997) 41657 
Prime Ministers’ meeting: (Nov 1997) 41924 


BANGLADESH 
Appointments: Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41448-9 
Awami League: 
Clashes with BNP (Sep 1997) 41821 
Repeal of indemnity ordinance protecting 
accused of 1975 coup (Jan 1997) 41449 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP): 
Arrest of leaders (Oct 1997) 41871 
Boycott of legislature (Nov 1997) 41915 
Clashes with Awami League (Sep 1997) 41821 
Strikes called (Jul 1997) 41739; (Dec 1997) 
41964 
Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41448-9 
Corruption: see Ershad 
Cyclones: (May 1997) 41637; (Sep 1997) 41821 
Death penalty: (Sep 1997) 41821 
Dhaka: Demolition of slums (Feb 1997) 41500 
Dismissals: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41500 
Earthquake: (Nov 1997) 41915 
Economy: 
Donor anxieties (Nov 1997) 41915 
Working week changes (Jun 1997) 41692 


Environment: Water-sharing agreement with India 


(Jul 1997) 41739 
Ershad: Release on bail (Jan 1997) 41449 
Foreign relations: India (Jul 1997) 41739 
Jatiya Dal (JD): 
Deal with Awami League over Ershad alleged 
(Jan 1997) 41449 
Split (Jul 1997) 41739 
Security: 
Arrest of BNP leaders (Oct 1997) 41871 
Demonstrations (Jun 1997) 41692; (Sep 1997) 
41821; (Oct 1997) 41871 
General strikes (Jul 1997) 41739; (Sep 1997) 
41821; (Nov 1997) 41915; (Dec 1997) 41964 
Peace treaty with Chittagong separatists (Dec 
1997) 41964 
Trials: 
1975 coup leaders (Jan 1997) 41449; (Mar 
1997) 41548 
Police (Sep 1997) 41821 


BANK FOR INTERNATIONAL SETTLEMENTS 
(BIS), Nazi gold statement: (May 1997) 41666 


BELARUS 
see also COMMONWEALTH OF 
INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) 
Appointments: 
Banking (Jan 1997) 41459 


BELARUS (contd) 


Judiciary (Jan 1997) 41458-9 

Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41458; (Jul 1997) 41751; 
(Sep 1997) 41838; (Nov 1997) 41923 

Opposition shadow cabinet (Jan 1997) 41459 

Belarusian Congress of Democratic Trade 

Unions (BCDTU): (Feb 1997) 41509 

Belarusian Popular Front (BNF): (Feb 1997) 
41509; (May 1997) 41659; (Nov 1997) 41923 

Constitution: (Jan 1997) 41458; (Jul 1997) 41751; 
(Nov 1997) 41923 

Corruption: 

Lyavonaw (Agricultural Minister) and farm 
executive (Nov 1997) 41923 

Vinnikava (National Bank chairwoman) (Jan 
1997) 41459; (Nov 1997) 41923 

Council of Europe: Suspension of Belarus’ 

observer status (Jan 1997) 41459 

Council of Ministers: (Jan 1997) 41458 
Council of the Republic (upper house of 
legislature): 

Election of chairman (Jan 1997) 41458 

Rejection of curbs to media freedom (Oct 1997) 
41879 

Defence: Russia co-operation treaty (Dec 1997) 

41976 

Disasters: Storm damage (Jun 1997) 41710 
Dismissals: Ministerial (May 1997) 41659 
Economy: 

Budget (Dec 1997) 41976 

National Bank (Jan 1997) 41459 

Soros Foundation (Mar 1997) 41550; (May 
1997) 41659; (Sep 1997) 41838 

Foreign relations: 
European Union (EU) (Jan 1997) 41459 
Russia 
Arrest and trial of Russian journalists (Jul 
1997) 41751; (Aug 1997) 41785; (Sep 1997) 
41838; (Dec 1997) 41976 

Cancellation of Presidential visit to Russia 
(Oct 1997) 41879 

Defence treaty (Dec 1997) 41976 

Integration moves (Jan 1997) 41459; (Mar 
1997) 41550-1 

Release of detained journalist (Oct 1997) 
41879 

Restrictions on Russian journalists (Mar 1997) 
41550 

Union budget (Dec 1997) 41976 

Union treaty signed (Apr 1997) 41610; (May 
1997) 41659; (Jun 1997) 41709 

Ukraine 
Belarusian President's visit to Ukraine (May 

1997) 41660 
Summit meeting (Jan 1997) 41459 
USA (Mar 1997) 41550; (May 1997) 41659; (Sep 
1997) 41838 
Government-opposition talks collapse: (Jul 
1997) 41751 
Human rights: (Feb 1997) 41509; (Apr 1997) 
41610 
Independence Day holiday: (Jan 1997) 41459 
Media: 

Proposals to curb media freedom rejected by 
Council of the Republic (Oct 1997) 41879 

Russian journalists’ difficulties (Mar 1997) 41550; 
(Jul 1997) 41751; (Aug 1997) 41785; (Sep 
1997) 41838; (Oct 1997) 41879 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in 

Europe (OSCE): 

Delegation from disbanded legislature invited to 
Vienna session (Nov 1997) 41923 

Joint OSCE/EU observer mission (Jan 1997) 
41459 

President: 

Authoritarian rule condemned by Central and 
Eastern European presidents’ summit (Sep 
1997) 41839 

BNF campaign for Lukashenka’s resignation 
(Nov 1997) 41923 

Cancellation of Russia visit (Oct 1997) 41879 

Decree confirming national holiday (Jan 1997) 
41459 

Meetings with 
Russian President (Mar 1997) 41551 
Ukrainian President (Jan 1997) 41459 


BELARUS (contd) 


Union Charter with Russia signed (May 1997) 
41659 
Visits to 
Russia (Mar 1997) 41551; (May 1997) 41659 
Ukraine (May 1997) 41660 
Prime Minister: Confirmed (Feb 1997) 41509 
Security: 4 
Anti-terrorism measures (Oct 1997) 41879 
Attack on opposition member (Feb 1997) 41509 
Bomb explosion in Minsk (Sep 1997) 41838 
Demonstrations (Feb 1997) 41509; (Mar 1997) 
41550 
Killings, Official in Mogilev (Oct 1997) 41879; 
(Nov 1997) 41923 
Trials: Russian journalists (Dec 1997) 41976 


BELGIUM 


Corruption: 
Allegations against government (Jan 1997) 
41466 
Dassault defence bribes case (Jan 1997) 41466; 
(Mar 1997) 41560; (Jun 1997) 41696 
Spitaels (former PS leader) (Mar 1997) 41560 
Court of Cassation (Supreme Court): Di Rupo 
investigation reopened (Jan 1997) 41466 
Drugs: (Nov 1997) 41934; (Dec 1997) 41979 
Economy: 
Bankruptcy of Wallonia steelworks (Feb 1997) 
41514 
Budget (Oct 1997) 41884—-5 
National debt (Jan 1997) 41466 
Renault job losses (Mar 1997) 41563—4; (Apr 
1997) 41602-3; (Jun 1997) 41701 
Trade unions (Mar 1997) 41563—4; (Apr 1997) 
41602-3 
European Union (EU): Single currency (Jan 1997) 
41466; (Feb 1997) 41515 
Foreign relations: 
Congo, Democratic Republic of (formerly Zaire) 
(Aug 1997) 41759 
France (Jun 1997) 41696 
Guinea (Apr 1997) 41577 
Kenya (Apr 1997) 41578 
Rwanda (Apr 1997) 41574 
Zaire (May 1997) 41622 
Parliamentary report on paedophile murders 
inquiries: (Apr 1997) 41601; (Jun 1997) 41696 
Security: 
Algerian Armed Islamic Group (GIA) (Mar 1997) 
41560 
Anti-racism demonstrations (Nov 1997) 41934; 
(Dec 1997) 41979 
Arms seizure (Mar 1997) 41560 
Bombing in Brussels (Mar 1997) 41560 
Criminal justice system reform (Oct 1997) 41885 
Demonstrations (Jan 1997) 41466; (Feb 1997) 
41514-15 © 
Di Rupo (Deputy Prime Minister) investigations 
(Jan 1997) 41466 
Killings by police of suspected drug dealers (Nov 
1997) 41934; (Dec 1997) 41979 
Paedophile murders (Dutroux) (Jan 1997) 
41466-7; (Feb 1997) 41514—15; (Apr 1997) 
41601; (Jun 1997) 41696; (Oct 1997) 41885 
Strikes (Mar 1997) 41563-4 
UN: 
Journalist arrested for involvement in Rwandan 
genocide (Jul 1997) 41721 
Peacekeeping troops charged with misconduct 
released (Jun 1997) 41696 
Wallonia: Bankruptcy of steelworks (Feb 1997) 
41514 
Walloon Socialist Party (PS): 
Corruption (Jan 1997) 41466; (Mar 1997) 41560 
Paedophile murder investigation revelations (Jun 
1997) 41696 . 


BELIZE 


see also CENTRAL AMERICA 
Appointments: Ministerial (Apr 1997) 41585 
Cabinet: (Apr 1997) 41585 
Foreign relations: Taiwan (Jul 1997) 41738 


BELORUSSIA see BELARUS 


Subject index 
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BELORUSSIA see BELARUS (contd) 
BENIN, Foreign relations: Burkina Faso (Mar 
1997) 41529 


BERMUDA 
Appointments: Prime Minister (Mar 1997) 41537 
Prime Minister: (Mar 1997) 41537 
United Bermuda Party (UBP): (Mar 1997) 41537 


BHUTAN 
Foreign relations: India (Apr 1997) 41588 
Refugees in India and Nepal: (Apr 1997) 41588 
United Front for Democracy in Bhutan: (Apr 
1997) 41588 


BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS, USA: Accused by Cuba 
(May 1997) 41634; (Aug 1997) 41769 


BLACK SEA ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION (BSEC), 
Foreign ministers’ meeting: (Feb 1997) 41511 


BOLIVIA 
Appointments: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41491; (Aug 
1997) 41768 
Bolivian Workers’ Central (COB): (Dec 1997) 
41955-6 
Cabinet: (Aug 1997) 41768 
Che Guevara’s remains returned to Cuba: (Jul 
1997) 41731-3 
Corruption: 
Bolivian Workers’ Central (COB) (Dec 1997) 
41956 
Crackdown planned (Dec 1997) 41955 
Democratic Nationalist Action party: (Jun 1997) 
41680; (Aug 1997) 41768 
Drugs: 
Coca eradication (Jun 1997) 41680 
Presidential action plan (Dec 1997) 41955 
Economy: 
Energy 
Bolivia-Brazil gas pipeline (Dec 1997) 41955 
Petrol prices (Dec 1997) 41955-6 
Presidential action plan (Dec 1997) 41955 
Trade unions (Dec 1997) 41955-6 
Elections: Presidential and congressional (Jun 
1997) 41680 
Foreign relations: 
Cuba (Jul 1997) 41731-3 
USA (Jun 1997) 41680 
Foreign trade: Brazil (Dec 1997) 41955 
Human rights: (Jun 1997) 41680 
Movement of the Revolutionary Left (MIR): 
see also Paz Zamora 
Cabinet appointments (Aug 1997) 41768 
Election results (Jun 1997) 41680 
National Revolutionary Movement (MNR): (Feb 
1997) 41491; (Jun 1997) 41680 
Paz Zamora: Alliance with Banzer of the 
Democratic Nationalist Action (Jun 1997) 41680 
Political parties: (Jun 1997) 41680 
President: 
Banzer confirmed by Congress (Aug 1997) 
41768 
Five-year action plan (Dec 1997) 41955 
Resignations: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41491 
Security: Strikes (Dec 1997) 41955-6 


BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA 
Appointments: 
Brcko supervisor (Mar 1997) 41555 
Central bank governor (Oct 1997) 41875 
Federation President (Mar 1997) 41555 
Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41455 
Aviation: Helicopter crash (Sep 1997) 41834 
Brcko: 
Appointment of supervisor (Mar 1997) 41555 
Closure of election registration centres (Jun 
1997) 41704 
Elections ruling (May 1997) 41655 
Postponement of international ruling (Feb 1997) 
41504 
Voter registration list (Sep 1997) 41833 
Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41455 
Democratic Union of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (HDZ): (Sep 1997) 41833; (Oct 
1997) 41874 


BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA (contd) 


Dayton peace accord: Brcko question (Feb 1997) 
41504; (Mar 1997) 41555; (May 1997) 41655 
Economy: 
Central bank (Apr 1997) 41606; (Oct 1997) 
41875 
Currency agreement (Apr 1997) 41606 
Debt agreement (Jul 1997) 41749 
Donor conference (Jan 1997) 41456; (Jun 1997) 
41704-5; (Jul 1997) 41749 
“Quick start” package (Jun 1997) 41704—5 
Elections: 
Municipal 
Postponed (Mar 1997) 41555 
Preparations for (May 1997) 41655 , 
Results (Sep 1997) 41833; (Oct 1997) 41874 
Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina 
(Muslim-Croat): 
Armed forces, Ethnic ratio agreed (Jun 1997) 
41704 
President, Soljic appointed (Mar 1997) 41555 
Foreign relations: 
Croatia (Aug 1997) 41790; (Oct 1997) 41875 
Germany (May 1997) 41654; (Sep 1997) 41834 
Israel (Sep 1997) 41841 
UK (Jul 1997) 41749 
USA (Jul 1997) 41749; (Aug 1997) 41790; (Sep 
1997) 41833; (Dec 1997) 41978 
Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of (FRY) 
Accord with Republika Srpska (Bosnian Serbs) 
(Mar 1997) 41555 
Montenegro (Oct 1997) 41875 
Mostar: 
Bomb attack (Sep 1997) 41834 
Crackdown on warlords and gangsters (Mar 
1997) 41556 
Municipal councils established (Jun 1997) 41704 
Municipal elections (Oct 1997) 41874 
Police (Mar 1997) 41556 
Violence (Feb 1997) 41504; (Mar 1997) 41556 
NATO: 
Stabilisation force (S-For) 
Action against indicted war criminals (Jul 
1997) 41749; (Aug 1997) 41790 
Brcko concentration (Feb 1997) 41504; (May 
1997) 41655 
Distress call from Plavsic in Banja Luka (Jul 
1997) 41748-9 
Extension of mandate called for (Nov 1997) 
41933 
Killing of Drijaca (war criminal) (Jul 1997) 
41749 
Macedonia view that NATO troops should 
remain (Jun 1997)-41704 
Municipal elections (Sep 1997) 41833 
Republika Srpska elections (Oct 1997) 41874 
Seizure of television transmitters (Oct 1997) 
41874 
US promise to remain after end of NATO 
mandate (Dec 1997) 41978 
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE): 
Arms control agreement (Nov 1997) 41933 
Bomb attacks on OSCE offices (Jul 1997) 41749 
Brcko (May 1997) 41655; (Jun 1997) 41704; 
(Sep 1997) 41833 
Municipal elections (Mar 1997) 41555; (May 
1997) 41655; (Sep 1997) 41833; (Oct 1997) 
41874 
Republika Srpska elections (Sep 1997) 41833; 
(Oct 1997) 41874; (Nov 1997) 41933 
Party of Democratic Action (Muslim 
nationalists): (May 1997) 41655; (Sep 1997) 
41833; (Oct 1997) 41874 
Peace Implementation Council: (Jun 1997) 
41704; (Aug 1997) 41790; (Sep 1997) 41834 
Political parties: (May 1997) 41655; (Sep 1997) 
41833; (Dec 1997) 41979 
Religious affairs: Papal visit (Apr 1997) 41606 
Republika Srpska (Bosnian Serbs): 
Accord with Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of 
(FRY) (Mar 1997) 41555 
Appointments, Ministerial (Aug 1997) 41790 
Banja Luka pre-election violence (Sep 1997) 
41834 
Constitutional court (Aug 1997) 41790 


BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA (contd) 
Elections 
Date set (Oct 1997) 41874 
OSCE monitoring (Sep 1997) 41833; (Oct 
1997) 41874; (Nov 1997) 41933 
Voting (Nov 1997) 41932-3 
Results (Dec 1997) 41979 
Karadzic 
Continuing power (Jul 1997) 41748-9 
Corruption allegations (Sep 1997) 41833-4 
Interview (May 1997) 41654—5 
Relationship with army (Aug 1997) 41790 
US refuge offer rejected (Aug 1997) 41790 
Leadership dispute (Jun 1997) 41705; (Jul 1997) 
41748-9; (Aug 1997) 41790; (Sep 1997) 
418334; (Nov 1997) 41933 
Media (Aug 1997) 41790; (Sep 1997) 41833 
Political parties (Dec 1997) 41979 
Resignations (Aug 1997) 41790 
Security: 
Muslims returning to Jayce expelled by Croats 
(Aug 1997) 41790-1 
Papal visit (Apr 1997) 41606 
Serb Democratic Party (SDS): (Sep 1997) 41833; 
(Oct 1997) 41874; (Dec 1997) 41979 
Srebrenica: Municipal elections (Oct 1997) 41874 
UN: 
see also War crimes 
Mostar police criticised (Mar 1997) 41556 
Resignation of envoy for missing persons (Mar 
1997) 41555-6 
Support for Muslims returning to Jayce (Aug 
1997) 41790-1 
War crimes: 
Djajic sentenced by German court (May 1997) 
41654 
Jongic sentenced by German court (Sep 1997) 
41834 
Misic charged (Nov 1997) 41933 
Muslim paramilitaries (Nov 1997) 41933 
S-For action against indicted criminals (Jul 1997) 
41749; (Dec 1997) 41979 
Suntic (Nov 1997) 41933 
UN War Crimes Tribunal 
Blaskic (Jun 1997) 41704 
Bosnian Croat war crimes suspects (Oct 1997) 
418745; (Dec 1997) 41979 
Erdemovic appeal (Jan 1997) 41456 
Extradition of alleged war criminal from 
Croatia (Apr 1997) 41606 
Kupreskic and Furundzija (Dec 1997) 41979 
Tadic (May 1997) 41654; (Jul 1997) 41749 
Trial of alleged Muslim and Croat war 
criminals (Mar 1997) 41556 


BOTSWANA 
Appointments: Ministerial (Sep 1997) 41803 
Cabinet: (Sep 1997) 41803 
Constitution: (Aug 1997) 41758 
Economy: 
Budget (Feb 1997) 41479-80 
Central bank (Aug 1997) 41767 
Environment: Ivory trade (Jun 1997) 41717 
President: Retirement announcement (Nov 1997) 
41899 


BRAZIL 
Appointments: 
Central bank chief (Aug 1997) 41767 
Ministerial (May 1997) 41633 
Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB): 
Defeat in Senate presidency election (Feb 1997) 
41488 
Presidential candidates (Sep 1997) 41810; (Oct 
1997) 41857 
Presidential re-election bill (Jan 1997) 41439 
Brazilian Labour Party (PTB): Endorsement of 
Cardoso’s re-election bid (Oct 1997) 41857 
Brazilian Progressive Party (PPB): 
Defeat in Chamber presidency election (Feb 
1997) 41488 
Sao Paulo mayor convicted of bond fraud (Dec 
1997) 41954 ‘3 
Brazilian Social Democratic Party (PSDB): 
Chamber presidency election (Feb 1997) 41488 


Subject index 


BRAZIL (contd) 
Civil service reform (Apr 1997) 41583-4; (Jun 
1997) 41679 
Instability (Sep 1997) 41810—-11 
Cabinet: (May 1997) 41633 
Constitution: 
Civil service reform (Apr 1997) 41583—4; (Jun 
1997) 41679; (Jul 1997) 41729 
Presidential re-election bill (Jan 1997) 41439; 
(Feb 1997) 41488; (May 1997) 41633; (Jun 
1997) 41679 
Corruption: 
Bribery of deputies allegations (May 1997) 
41633 
Sao Paulo bond scandal (Mar 1997) 41532-3; 
(Jul 1997) 41729; (Dec 1997) 41954 
Workers’ Party (PT) (Jun 1997) 41679; (Jul 
1997) 41729-30 
Democratic Labour Party (PDT): (Sep 1997) 
41810 
Economy: 
Banking (Dec 1997) 41954 
Budget deficit reduced (Feb 1997) 41488-9 
Central Bank (Feb 1997) 41489; (Nov 1997) 
41905 
Civil service (Feb 1997) 41489; (Apr 1997) 
41583-4; (Jul 1997) 41729; (Nov 1997) 
41905-6 
Coffee crop (Jan 1997) 41475 
Emergency fiscal package (Nov 1997) 41905-6; 
(Dec 1997) 41954 
Energy, Bolivia-Brazil gas pipeline (Dec 1997) 
41955 
Import financing controversy (Apr 1997) 41585 
Interest rates (Feb 1997) 41489 
Oil monopoly ended (Mar 1997) 41532 
Privatisation (Apr 1997) 41584; (May 1997) 
41633 
Social Emergency Fund (FSE) renewed (Jul 
1997) 41729 
State debt refinancing agreement (Dec 1997) 
41954 
Trade unions (Nov 1997) 41905-6 
Elections: Presidential, Candidates (Sep 1997) 
41810-11; (Oct 1997) 41857; (Dec 1997) 41954 
Environment: Matto Grosso state removal of gold 
prospectors and loggers (Jan 1997) 41439 
Foreign relations: 
Argentina (Aug 1997) 41768; (Oct 1997) 41858 
USA (Oct 1997) 41857 
Foreign trade: 
Bolivia (Dec 1997) 41955 
South American Common Market (Mercosur) 
(Apr 1997) 41585 
Human rights: (Apr 1997) 41584; (Jul 1997) 
41730 
Indigenous peoples: National Indian Foundation 
(Funai) (Jul 1997) 41730 
Landless Workers Movement (MST): (Jan 1997) 
41439; (Apr 1997) 41584; (May 1997) 41633; 
(Jun 1997) 41679; (Aug 1997) 41767 
Liberal Front Party (PFL): (Jan 1997) 41439; 
(Feb 1997) 41488; (Mar 1997) 41532; (Sep 
1997) 41810 
Political parties: (Sep 1997) 41810; (Oct 1997) 
41857 
President: 
Endorsement of re-election bid by PMBD (Oct 
1997) 41857 
Re-election bill (Jan 1997) 41439; (Feb 1997) 
41488; (May 1997) 41633; (Jun 1997) 41679 
Religious affairs: Catholic Church objections to 
privatisation of iron-ore company (May 1997) 
41633 
Rural Democratic Union (UDR): (Jan 1997) 
41439; (Aug 1997) 41767 
Sao Paulo: 
Bond scandal (Mar 1997) 41532-3; (Jul 1997) 
41729; (Dec 1997) 41954 
Governor (Sep 1997) 41811 
Mayor convicted of bond fraud (Dec 1997) 
41954 
Security: 
Land occupations (Aug 1997) 41767 
Police brutality (Apr 1997) 41584 
Police strikes (Jul 1997) 41729 


Subject index 


BRAZIL (contd) 


Rural tension (Jan 1997) 41439; (Apr 1997) 
41584 
Social Progress Party (PPS): (Sep 1997) 41810 
Social security reform: (Feb 1997) 41488 
Storms and floods: (Jan 1997) 41439; (Oct 1997) 
41857 
Trials: 
Landless Workers Movement (MST) leader (Jun 
1997) 41679 
Police officers (May 1997) 41633 
Sao Paulo mayor (Dec 1997) 41954 
Tobacco compensation ruling (Sep 1997) 41811 
Workers’ Party (PT): 
Corruption investigations (Jun 1997) 41679; (Jul 
1997) 41729-30 
Defections (Sep 1997) 41810 
Presidential candidate (Oct 1997) 41857; (Dec 
1997) 41954 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS, UK initiative to 


counter money laundering: (Jan 1997) 41443 


BRUNEI, Appointments: Ministerial (Apr 1997) 


41595 


BULGARIA 


Appointments: 
Media chiefs controversy (Nov 1997) 41930 
Military (Jun 1997) 41703 
Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41506; (Mar 1997) 41558; 
(May 1997) 41653 
Bulgarian Business Bloc (BBB) parliamentary 
group disbanded: (Sep 1997) 41832 
Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP): 
Economic crisis (Jan 1997) 41453 
Executive bureau elected (Jan 1997) 41453 
Mandate relinquished (Feb 1997) 41506 
Refusal to dissolve National Assembly (Jan 
1997) 41453 
Relations with Bulgarian Business Bloc (BBB) 
(Sep 1997) 41832 
Response to publication of list of former 
informants (Oct 1997) 41876 
Cabinet: (Feb 1997) 41506; (May 1997) 41653 
Constitution: (Jan 1997) 41453; (Nov 1997) 
41930 
Defence: NATO (Jan 1997) 41453; (Feb 1997) 
41506; (Apr 1997) 41604; (May 1997) 41652-3; 
(Oct 1997) 41876 
Disasters: Mine explosion (Sep 1997) 41832 
Dismissals: 
Military (Jun 1997) 41703 
Oil refinery directors (Feb 1997) 41506 
Economy: 
Banking (May 1997) 41653; (Jul 1997) 41746; 
(Sep 1997) 41832 
Budget (Oct 1997) 41876; (Nov 1997) 41930; 
(Dec 1997) 41978 
Central bank (Jun 1997) 41703; (Jul 1997) 
41746 
Crisis (Jan 1997) 41452-3 
Currency control board (Jun 1997) 41703; (Jul 
1997) 41746 
Debt (Jan 1997) 41453 
Foreign investment legislation (Sep 1997) 41832 
Gas agreement with Russia (Oct 1997) 41876 
IMF (Jan 1997) 41453; (Feb 1997) 41506; (Mar 
1997) 41558; (Apr 1997) 41604—5; (May 1997) 
41653; (Jun 1997) 41703; (Oct 1997) 41876 
New loans (May 1997) 41653; (Nov 1997) 41930 
Oil refinery directors dismissed (Feb 1997) 
41506 
Privatisation (Mar 1997) 41558; (May 1997) 
41653; (Jul 1997) 41746-7; (Oct 1997) 41876 
Restitution law (Nov 1997) 41930 
Working council to stabilise the economy (Feb 
1997) 41506 
World Bank (May 1997) 41653; (Sep 1997) 
41832; (Nov 1997) 41930 
Elections: 
Timetable (Feb 1997) 41506 
Results (Apr 1997) 41604 
Euro-Left: (Feb 1997) 41506 
Foreign relations: 
European Union (EU) 


BULGARIA (contd) 


Aid offer (Jan 1997) 41453 
Membership aim (Apr 1997) 41604; (Oct 
1997) 41876; (Dec 1997) 41968 
Francophonie group of countries (Nov 1997) 
41940 
Romania (Oct 1997) 41876 
Turkey (Oct 1997) 41876; (Dec 1997) 41978 
Foreign trade: Russia (Oct 1997) 41876 
Media: (Nov 1997) 41930 
National Assembly: Adoption of national salvation 
declaration (May 1997) 41652-3 
Political parties: (Apr 1997) 41604; (May 1997) 
41652-3; (Sep 1997) 41832 
President: 
see also Elections 
Inauguration of Stoyanov (Jan 1997) 41453 
Stoyanov/Dobrev agreement on general election 
(Feb 1997) 41506 
Summit with Presidents of Romania and Turkey 
(Oct 1997) 41876 
Visit to Belgium (talks with EU and NATO 
Officials) (Jan 1997) 41453 
Prime Minister: 
Dobrev nominated to replace Videnov (Jan 
1997) 41453 
Kostov (Apr 1997) 41604; (May 1997) 41653; 
(Jun 1997) 41703 
Real Reform Movement (DESIR): (Jun 1997) 
41703 
Resignations: State Savings Bank president (May 
1997) 41653 
Security: 
List of former collaborators published (Oct 1997) 
41876 
Strikes and demonstrations (Jan 1997) 41452-3; 
(Feb 1997) 41506 
Trials: Videnov (former Prime Minister) to be 
prosecuted for bread shortage (Mar 1997) 41558 
Union of Democratic Forces (UDF): 
Dissolution of National Assembly called for (Jan 
1997) 41453 
Economic crisis (Jan 1997) 41453 
Economic policy (Jun 1997) 41703 
Election victory (Apr 1997) 41604 
National conference (Feb 1997) 41506 
National salvation declaration (May 1997) 
41652-3 
Objections to new Cabinet (Feb 1997) 41506 
Zhivkov (former communist leader): Release 
from house arrest reported (Jan 1997) 41453-4 


BURKINA FASO 


Appointments: Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41671-2 
Cabinet: (Jun 1997) 41671-2 
Congress for Democracy and Progress (CDP): 

(May 1997) 41625; (Jun 1997) 41671-2 
Defence: Military exercises (Mar 1997) 41529 
Elections: ~ - 

Timetable (Feb 1997) 41481 

Results (May 1997) 41625; (Jun 1997) 41672 
Foreign relations: 

Benin (Mar 1997) 41529 

France (Mar 1997) 41529 

Togo (Mar 1997) 41529 
Political parties: (May 1997) 41625 


BURMA 


Appointments: Ministerial (Nov 1997) 41915; 
(Dec 1997) 41963 
Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) membership question: (Feb 1997) 
41501; (Mar 1997) 41544; (Jun 1997) 41686; 
(Jul 1997) 41736; (Aug 1997) 41776; (Sep 1997) 
41823 ; 
Cabinet: (Nov 1997) 41915; (Dec 1997) 41963 
Disasters: Sinking of passenger ship (Mar 1997) 
41545 ' 
Drugs: Anti-trafficking agreement with Philippines 
(Oct 1997) 41870 
Economy: 
IMF report (Mar 1997) 41545 
Withdrawal of PepsiCo (Jan 1997) 41451 
Foreign relations: 
European Union (EU) (Feb 1997) 41501; (Nov 
1997) 41919 


ih 


BURMA (contd) 
Indonesia (Sep 1997) 41821 
Philippines (Oct 1997) 41870 
é Thailand (Feb 1997) 41501; (Mar 1997) 41544; 
(May 1997) 41642 
UK (Feb 1997) 41501; (Sep 1997) 41823 
USA (Jun 1997) 41686; (Jul 1997) 41736 
Foreign trade: 
European Union (EU) (Feb 1997) 41501 
Japan (Feb 1997) 41501 
USA (Jan 1997) 41451; (Feb 1997) 41501; (Apr 
1997) 41594 
Human rights: (Feb 1997) 41502; (Apr 1997) 
41594; (Jun 1997) 41684; 41686; (Aug 1997) 
41776 
Karen people: 
Karen National Union (KNU) 
Bomb attack on SLORC official denied (Apr 
1997) 41594 
Fighting with SLORC forces (Feb 1997) 
41501; (Mar 1997) 41544-5; (May 1997) 
41642 
National League for Democracy (NLD): 
Approval of resolutions (Jun 1997) 41684 
Congress held at home of Aung San Suu Kyi 
(Sep 1997) 41821 
Deaths in custody of leading members (Jun 
1997) 41684; (Oct 1997) 41870 
Government claims of NLD split (Dec 1997) 
41963 
Imprisonments (Jan 1997) 41451; (Aug 1997) 
41776; (Dec 1997) 41963 
Release of activists (Jun 1997) 41684 
Aung San Suu Kyi 
Insistence on personal involvement in any 
dialogue with SLORC (Aug 1997) 41776 
Prevented from attending NLD meeting (Oct 
1997) 41870 
Obituary of Saw Maung (former SLORC 
chairman): (Jul 1997) 41741 
Refugees to Thailand: (Feb 1997) 41501; (Mar 
1997) 41545 
Religious affairs: Anti-Muslim riots (Mar 1997) 


41544 
. Security: 


eT eee 


see also Karen people 
Anti-Muslim riots in Mandalay (Mar 1997) 41544 
Bomb attack on SLORC official (Apr 1997) 
41594 
Continuing closure of universities and colleges 
(Aug 1997) 41776 
Imprisonment of opposition activists (Aug 1997) 
41776 
Intelligence difficulties (Jun 1997) 41684 
State Law and Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC): 
Curfew imposed on Mandalay (Mar 1997) 41544 
Death of Saw Maung (Jul 1997) 41741 
Dissolution (Nov 1997) 41915 
Leadership speculation (Jun 1997) 41684 
Ne Win (former “strongman’”) visit to Indonesia 
(Sep 1997) 41821 
Offensive against KNU (Feb 1997) 41501; (Mar 
1997) 41544-5; (May 1997) 41642 
Schools reopened (Aug 1997) 41776 
State Peace and Development Council (SPDC): 
Members (Nov 1997) 41915; (Dec 1997) 41963 
Replacement for SLORC (Nov 1997) 41915 
Trials: Sentencing of student protestors (Jan 1997) 
41451 


BURUNDI 
Appointments: Ministerial (May 1997) 41622; 
(Aug 1997) 41762 
Cabinet: (May 1997) 41622 
Death penalty: (Aug 1997) 41762; (Sep 1997) 
41801 
Defence: 
Armed forces, Massacres of Hutus see Hutus 
below 
Border clashes with Tanzania (Oct 1997) 41851; 
(Nov 1997) 41897 
Foreign relations: 
Congo, Democratic Republic of (formerly Zaire) 


$ (Sep 1997) 41801 
Ethiopia (Sep 1997) 41801 


BURUNDI (contd) 
Rwanda (Sep 1997) 41801 
Tanzania (Aug 1997) 41762; (Sep 1997) 41801; 
(Oct 1997) 41851; (Nov 1997) 41897 
Uganda (Sep 1997) 41801 
Zimbabwe (Sep 1997) 41801 
Front for Democracy in Burundi (Frodebu): 
Allegations of atrocities (Apr 1997) 41574 
Imprisonment of leader (Feb 1997) 41478 
Official party status temporarily suspended (Dec 
1997) 41950 
Refugee camps described as “concentration 
camps” for Hutus (Feb 1997) 41478 
Human rights: 
see also Refugees 
Government forcibly “regrouping” people (Mar 
1997) 41526 
Hutus: 
see also Front for Democracy in Burundi 
(Frodebu) 
Attacks by Hutu extremists (Mar 1997) 41526; 
(May 1997) 41622 
Deaths in a relocation camp (Feb 1997) 41478 
Fighting between rival groups (Aug 1997) 
41761-2 
Massacres by armed forces (Jan 1997) 41432; 
(Mar 1997) 41526; (Apr 1997) 41574; (May 
1997) 41622; (Jun 1997) 41670 
National Council for the Defence of Democracy 
(CNDD) (Apr 1997) 41574; (Jul 1997) 41721; 
(Aug 1997) 41761-2 
Party for the Liberation of the Hutu People 
(Palipehutu) (Jul 1997) 41721; (Aug 1997) 
41761-2 
Ntibantunganya (former President): Return to 
politics (Jun 1997) 41669 
Peace process: 
Appointment of “peace” minister (Aug 1997) 
41762 
Difficulties (Jun 1997) 41669—70; (Aug 1997) 
41762 
Regional summit warning to Burundi government 
(Sep 1997) 41801 
President: 
Assassination plot foiled (Mar 1997) 41526 
Buyoya meeting with African heads of state to 
discuss crisis (Apr 1997) 41574 
International support called on to support peace 
process (Jun 1997) 41669-70 
Refugees: 
Allegations of ill-treatment in Tanzanian camps 
(Nov 1997) 41897 
Dangerous conditions in camps (Apr 1997) 
41574 
Expulsion from Tanzania (Oct 1997) 41851 
From fighting in Makamba (Apr 1997) 41574 
Massacres of returnees from Tanzania (Jan 
1997) 41432 
To Tanzania (Jul 1997) 41721 
Visit by UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(Feb 1997) 41478 
Security: 
see also Defence; Hutus 
Assassination of president plot foiled (Mar 1997) 
41526 
Bujumbura killings by anti-tank mines (Mar 1997) 
41526 
Killings and lawlessness (Jun 1997) 41669-70; 
(Jul 1997) 41721; (Sep 1997) 41801; (Nov 
1997) 41897 
Supreme Court: Status of Frodebu (Dec 1997) 
41950 
Trials: 
1993 massacres (Aug 1997) 41762 
Alleged 1993 coup plotters (May 1997) 41622; 
(Sep 1997) 41801 
Tutsis: National Rehabilitation Party (PARENA) 
(Mar 1997) 41526 
UN: 
Department of Humanitarian Affairs (UNDHA) 
report (Apr 1997) 41574 
Intervention requested in dispute with Tanzania 
(Oct 1997) 41851 
Peace conference organised by UNESCO 
postponed (Jun 1997) 41670 


BURUNDI (contd) 


Rejection of genocide tribunal proposal (Jul 
1997) 41721 

Report on regroupment camps (Mar 1997) 
41526 

Visit by UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(Feb 1997) 41478 


BYELARUS see BELARUS 


Cc 


CAMBODIA 


Appointments: First Prime Minister (Aug 1997) 
41776 
Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN): 
Condemnation of coup (Jul 1997) 41734; (Aug 
1997) 41776 
Membership (May 1997) 41642; (Jun 1997) 
41686; (Jul 1997) 41736 
Aviation: Crash of Vietnamese airliner (Sep 1997) 
41822 
Cabinet: (Sep 1997) 41822 
Cambodian Farmers’ Party (CFP): (May 1997) 
41642 
Cambodian People’s Party (CPP): 
Blamed for attack on KNP and Sam Rangsi (Mar 
1997) 41545 
Congress (Oct 1997) 41870 
Coup ousting Ranariddh (of Funcinpec) (Jul 
1997) 41733-4 
Joined by Khmer Republican Democratic Party 
(KRDP) (May 1997) 41642 
Tensions with Funcinpec (Feb 1997) 41500—1; 
(Apr 1997) 41594; (Jun 1997) 41683 
Economy: US aid cut (Oct 1997) 41870 
Elections: Timetable (Dec 1997) 41961 
Environment: Logging report (Sep 1997) 41822 
Foreign relations: 
Japan (Jul 1997) 41734 
Korea, South (Nov 1997) 41917 
USA (Jun 1997) 41683; (Jul 1997) 41734; (Oct 
1997) 41870 
Funcinpec party: 
Defections to CPP (Apr 1997) 41594 
Negotiations with Knmers Rouges (Mar 1997) 
41545; (Jun 1997) 41683; (Jul 1997) 41733 
Ranariddh ousted by Hun Sen in coup (Jul 
1997) 41733-4; (Aug 1997) 41776 
Rebel group (anti Ranariddh) leadership (Jun 
1997) 41684 
Tensions with CPP (Feb 1997) 41500—1; (Apr 
1997) 41594; (Jun 1997) 41683 
Human rights: 
Interviews with Khmer Rouge leaders (Oct 1997) 
41870 
UN report on coup atrocities (Sep 1997) 
41821-2 
Khmer National Party (KNP): 
Grenade attack on Sam Rangsi (Mar 1997) 
41545 
Rangsi replaced as leader by Kong Muni (Aug 
1997) 41776-7 


Khmers Rouges: 


Agreement with Funcinpec (cause of Hun Sen 
coup) (Jul 1997) 41733 
Khmer Republican Democratic Party (KRDP) 
alliance with CPP (May 1997) 41642 
Killing of Son Sen (Jun 1997) 41683 
National Solidarity Party (Aug 1997) 41776 
Negotiations with government (Mar 1997) 41545; 
(Jun 1997) 41683 
Pol Pot 
Interviewed (Oct 1997) 41870 
Kidnapping of Khieu Samphan reported (Jun 
1997) 41683 
Speculation as to whereabouts (Jun 1997) 
41683 
Trial (Aug 1997) 41776 
Ta Mok (Mar 1997) 41545; (Jun 1997) 41683; 
(Aug 1997) 41776; (Oct 1997) 41870 . 
UN inquiry (Dec 1997) 41961-2 ‘ 
Victories reported (Nov 1997) 41917 


King Sihanouk: 


Subject index 


CAMBODIA (contd) 
Call for Hun Sen to negotiate with Ranariddh 
(Sep 1997) 41821 
Departure for medical treatment (Oct 1997) 
41870 
Map: (Jun 1997) 41684 
National Assembly: Rejection of Hun Sen 
proposals for Cabinet appointments (Sep 1997) 
41822 : 
Pailin: Status of (Nov 1997) 41917 
Prime Ministers: 
Hun Sen 
CPP congress (Oct 1997) 41870 
Meetings with 
leng Sary (Khmer Rouge defector) (Nov 
1997) 41917 
Ranariddh (May 1997) 41642 
Sam Rangsi (Dec 1997) 41961 
Rejection of negotiations with Ranariddh (Sep 
1997) 41821 
Seizure of power (Jul 1997) 41733—4; (Aug 
1997) 41776 
Ing Huot, Appointment (Jul 1997) 41734; (Aug 
1997) 41776 
Ranariddh, Position following Hun Sen coup (Jul 
1997) 41734; (Sep 1997) 41821 
Refugees to Thailand: (Dec 1997) 41961 
Security 
Attack on Hun Sen (May 1997) 41642 
Fighting between CPP and Funcinpec forces 
(Feb 1997) 41500—1; (Jun 1997) 41683; (Jul 
1997) 41733—4; (Aug 1997) 41776; (Sep 
1997) 41821; (Dec 1997) 41961 
Grenade attack on Sam Rangsi (Mar 1997) 
41545 
UN: 
General Assembly seat controversy (Sep 1997) 
41822 
Khmers Rouges inquiry (Dec 1997) 41961-2 
Report on coup atrocities (Sep 1997) 41821-2 
Uphold the Cambodian Nation Party (new 
grouping): (Jun 1997) 41683 


CAMEROON 
Appointments: Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41946 
Cabinet: (Dec 1997) 41946 
Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement 
(CPDM): (Apr 1997) 41576-7; (May 1997) 
41624; (Oct 1997) 41849 
Corruption: Edzoa arrested for embezzlement (Jul 
1997) 41725 
Economy: IMF loan (Aug 1997) 41763 
Elections: 
Legislative 
Postponed (Feb 1997) 41483 
Rescheduled (Apr 1997) 41577 
Results (May 1997) 41624 
Presidential 
Candidates (Apr 1997) 41576-7; (Jul 1997) 
41725 
Re-election of Biya (Oct 1997) 41849 
Foreign relations: France (Aug 1997) 41763 
Human rights: (Jul 1997) 41725 
National Union for Democracy and Progress 
(UNDP): (Dec 1997) 41946 
Political parties: (May 1997) 41624; (Oct 1997) 
41849; (Dec 1997) 41946 
President: Landslide victory for Biya (Oct 1997) 
41849 
Resignations: Ministerial (Apr 1997) 41576-7 
Security: 
Electoral fraud and violence (May 1997) 41624 
Instability in English-speaking province (Apr 
1997) 41577 
Social Democratic Front (SDF): (Apr 1997) 
41577; (May 1997) 41624; (Oct 1997) 41849 


CANADA 

AIDS: Contaminated blood report (Nov 1997) 
41904 

Alberta: Provincial elections (Mar 1997) 41532 

Appointments: 
Liberal senators (Sep 1997) 41808-9 
Military (Sep 1997) 41809 
Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41679 
Supreme Court (Oct 1997) 41856 


CANADA (contd) 
Bloc Quebecois (BQ): Election of leader (Mar 
1997) 41532 
Cabinet: (Jun 1997) 41679 : 
Corruption: Labour Party fundraising allegations 
(Oct 1997) 41856 
Defence: 
Armed forces 
Brutality allegations (Jan 1997) 41438 
Chief of Defence Staff (Sep 1997) 41809 
Sexual harassment case (Jan 1997) 41 438 
UN missions 
Haiti (Jan 1997) 41438 
Somalia (Jul 1997) 41728 
Economy: 
Budget (Feb 1997) 41486; (Oct 1997) 41855-6 
Postal strike (Nov 1997) 41903—4; (Dec 1997) 
41957 
Taxation (Feb 1997) 41486 
Top rank on Human Development Index (HDI) 
(Jun 1997) 41718 
Education: (Nov 1997) 41903—4 
Elections: 
Alberta (Mar 1997) 41532 
General 
Announced (Apr 1997) 41581 
Results (Jun 1997) 41678 
Environment: Fisheries, Seizures of US trawlers 
(May 1997) 41630 
Foreign relations: 
Cuba (Jan 1997) 41442 
Jordan (Sep 1997) 41841 
Mexico (Oct 1997) 41856 
Nigeria (Mar 1997) 41528 
Peru (Feb 1997) 41488 
Saudi Arabia (Mar 1997) 41568; (May 1997) 
41630 
USA (Apr 1997) 41581-2; (May 1997) 41630 
Foreign trade: Cuba (Apr 1997) 41581-2 
Human rights: (Jan 1997) 41442 
Labour Party: Fundraising allegations (Oct 1997) 
41856 
Landmines treaty: (Dec 1997) 41984 
Liberal Party: 
Alberta (Mar 1997) 41532 
Election victory (Jun 1997) 41678 
Map: (Jun 1997) 41678 
New Democratic Party (NDP): 
Alberta (Mar 1997) 41532 
Election results (Jun 1997) 41678 
Ontario: Cabinet reshuffle (Oct 1997) 41856 
Political parties: (Jun 1997) 41678; (Sep 1997) 
41808-9 
Prime Minister: Visit to USA (Apr 1997) 41581-2 
Progressive Conservative Party (PCP): 
Alberta election success (Mar 1997) 41532 
Election results (Jun 1997) 41678 
Ontario (Oct 1997) 41856 
Quebec: 
Calgary declaration on “unique” character of 
Quebec (Sep 1997) 41808 
Parti Québécois (PQ) (May 1997) 41630; (Jun 
1997) 41678 
UDI intention revelation (May 1997) 41630 
Reform Party: (Mar 1997) 41532; (Jun 1997) 
41678 
Religious affairs: Solar Temple cult deaths (Mar 
1997) 41532 
Resignations: BQ member (Mar 1997) 41532 
Security: ? 
Arrest of Saudi Al-Khobar bomb suspect (Mar 
1997) 41568; (May 1997) 41630 
Strikes (Nov 1997) 41903—4; (Dec 1997) 41957 
Senate: Appointment of Liberal senators (Sep 
1997) 41808-9 
Social Credit Party: (Mar 1997) 41532 
Supreme Court: Appointment of justice (Oct 1997) 
41856 
Trials: 
Mulroney libel case out-of-court settlement (Jan 
1997) 41438; (Oct 1997) 41855 
Somalia peacekeeping inquiry (Jul 1997) 41728 
War crimes: Nazi gold laundering (Jul 1997) 
41757 


CARIBBEAN ye ON Se, 
Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI 
41634 


apa ee Ae 


Caribbean Community and. ‘Common Market = 


(Caricom): Ab | 
Banana exports (Jun 1997) 41683 wnyd 
Foreign ministers’ meeting (Jun 1997 41683 
Haiti membership approved (Jul - 1997 : 
Montserrat volcano crisis (Aug 1997) 41769 
Relations with South American Common Market 


(Mercosur) (Feb 1997) AlAQT as 
Summit (Feb 1997) 414901; (Jul 1997) 41731 — 
Cariforum (Caricom plus Haiti and Dominican 
Republic): (Feb 1997) 41491 ’ 
Foreign relations: Taiwan (Jul 1997) 41 738 
Foreign trade: European Union (EU) (Feb 1997) 
41490-1; (May 1997) 41635; 41651; (Jun 1997) 
41683 
Summit: (May 1997) 41634-5. 
UK initiative to counter money laundering: (Jan 
1997) 41443 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 
Corruption: Bank scandal (Oct 1997) 41 859 
Dismissals: Ministerial (Oct 1997) 41859 


CEFTA see EUROPE, Central European Free Trade 
Agreement 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR) 
Appointments: 
Military (Apr 1997) 41576 
Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41481 
Armed forces: see Security 
Cabinet: (Feb 1997) 41481; (May 1997) 41624; 
(Sep 1997) 41801 
Defence: Withdrawal of French troops (Oct 1997) 
41848-9; (Dec 1997) 41950 
Ethnic issues: Yakoma army mutineers (Feb 
1997) 41481 
Foreign relations: France (Jan 1997) 41430-1; 
(Apr 1997) 41576; (Aug 1997) 41763; (Oct 1997) 
41848; (Dec 1997) 41950 
Movement for the Liberation of the Centrafrican 
People (MLPC): (Feb 1997) 41481 
Obituary of peacekeeping force commander: 
(Oct 1997) 41848 
President: Acceptance of mutineers’ demands 
(Apr 1997) 41576 
Resignations: Ministerial (May 1997) 41624 
Security: 
Amnesty for those involved in army mutiny (Mar 
1997) 41526 
Army mutinies (Jan 1997) 41430-1; (Feb 1997) _ 
41481; (Mar 1997) 41526 
Ceasefire agreement between mutinous soldiers 
and MISAB (Jul 1997) 41723; (Aug 1997) 
41759-60 
Collection of illegally-held weapons (Aug 1997) 
41760 
Fighting in Bangui (Apr 1997) 41576; (May 
1997) 41624; (Jun 1997) 41671 
Fighting between French troops and mutineers 
(Jan 1997) 41430-1 
Inter-African Mission to Monitor the Bangui 
Accords (MISAB) (Feb 1997) 41481; (Mar 
1997) 41526; (Apr 1997) 41576; (Jun 1997) 
41671; (Jul 1997) 41723; (Aug 1997) 
41759-60; (Oct 1997) 41848; (Dec 1997) 
41950 


CENTRAL AMERICA 
Managua Declaration: (Sep 1997) 41813 : 
Summit: (May 1997) 41634 é 


CENTRAL ASIAN STATES 
see also KAZAKHSTAN; KYRGYZSTAN; 
UZBEKISTAN 
Presidential summit: (Jul 1997) 41741 


CHAD 
Appointments: Ministerial (May 1997) 41626 
Armed forces: (Apr 1997) 41578 
Armed Resistance against 


Anti-Democratic 
Forces (RAFAD): Opposition group launched in a | 


Nigeria (Aug 1997) 41761 


Subject index 


> 
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France (Jan ks 1445; joel 1997) 41637 
Guatemala (Jan 1997) 41441 : 
Japan ; 
Fisheries agreement (Nov 1997) 41909 
Germ warfare lawsuit against Japan (Aug 
1997) 41771 
Hashimoto : 
Tour of ASEAN countries (Jan 1997) 41445 
Visit to China (Sep 1997) 41816 
Islands dispute (May 1997) 41640 
Japanese grant aid resumed (Mar 1997) 
41541 
Li Peng’s visit to Japan (Nov 1997) 41909 
US-Japan defence co-operation guidelines 
(Jun 1997) 41687; (Aug 1997) 41771; (Sep 


uerrillas (Jan 1997) 41440 
Jul 1997) 41730 


" Attempt to orite ( Pinochet from becoming 


i endo (Son 1997) 41811; (Dec 


7) 41955 1997) 41816 
ih | Supreme Court: Judicial reform pressure (Jul Kazakhstan (Apr 1997) 41589; (Sep 1997) 
997) 1997) 41730 41818 
: | Trials: Guerrillas sentenced (Jul 1997) 41730 pigs ah ate iastrinasri hy 
CHINA RELATIONS, Four country talks 
- Appointments: CCP organs (Sep 1997) 41813 Food aid (Jul 1997) 41737 
; Arms trade: : Hwang's defection via Beijing embassy (Feb 


1997) 41494—5; (Mar 1997) 41538-9 

Kyrgyzstan (Apr 1997) 41589 

Liberia (Sep 1997) 41814-15 

Macedonia (Jun 1997) 41704 

Malaysia (Nov 1997) 41911 

Panama (Sep 1997) 41810 

Papua New Guinea (Sep 1997) 41825 

Philippines, Spratly Islands dispute (May 1997) 
41643; (Jun 1997) 41686 

Russia (Apr 1997) 41589; (Jun 1997) 41690; 
(Nov 1997) 41911-12 

St Lucia (Aug 1997) 41770 

Singapore (Nov 1997) 41911 

South Africa (Dec 1997) 41948 


\ Kuwait (Nov 1997) 41936 
Landmines (Sep 1997) 41845 
Thailand (Apr 1997) 41595 
Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of (FRY) (Nov 
) 1997) 41933 
n results rook 1997) 41 482 Association for Relations Across the Taiwan 
a ‘ : Strait (ARATS): (Mar 1997) 41541; (Jul 1997) 
| CHEMICAL WEAPONS 41738 
Chemical Weapons Convention: (Apr 1997) Chemical weapons: (May 1997) 41638; (Aug 
: 41 61 C17, - (May 1997) 41638; Ad 666; (Aug 1997) 41797 
j Chinese Communist Party (CCP): 
Appointments (Sep 1997) 41813 
Congress (Aug 1997) 41770; (Sep 1997) 


Ghine: (May 1997) 41 638; ; (Aug 1997) 41797 
~ Gulf War ‘syndrome: ‘ 


rl Au 
; rae (May 1997) 41638; (Nov 1997) 41941 
_ Iraq: 
__ Discovered i in 1992 by UN monitors (Aug 1997) 
is, ; 41797 
- Gulf War (Apr 1997) 41580 
_ US statement on Iraqi capability (Nov 1997) 
41938 
_. so Korea, South (Aug 1997) 41797 
i 


" ~ Weapons OPCW): (May 1997) 41666; (Nov 
1997) 41941 

"Russia: | Apr 1997) 41617; (Aug 1997) 41797; 
ioe / Pg ets 


Chang Zheng (Nov 1997) 41912 
Chen Xitong (Sep 1997) 41814 
Heilongjiang province (Jul 1997) 41741 
Letter from Zhao Ziyang (Jiang’s predecessor) 
(Sep 1997) 41814 
Standing Committee (Sep 1997) 41813-14 


Corruption: 


CCP official expelled from party (Nov 1997) 
41912 

Chen Xiaotong sentenced (Aug 1997) 41770 

Chen Xitong (Sep 1997) 41814 

President Jiang’s speech to CCP congress (Sep 
1997) 41813 

Shanghai securities chief (Feb 1997) 41493 

Special Case Investigation Section (SCIS) 
(anti-corruption office) (Jan 1997) 41446 


Criminal code revision: (Mar 1997) 41540 
Death penalty: (Feb 1997) 41493; (Apr 1997) 


41589; (May 1997) 41638; (Aug 1997) 41771 


Defence: 


Armed forces 
National Defence Law approved (Mar 1997) 
41540 ‘ 
Reductions (Sep 1997) 41813 


Deng Xiaoping: 


Biographical television series (Jan 1997) 41445 
Health (Jan 1997) 41445 
Death and obituary (Feb 1997) 41491-2 


Disasters: Coal mine explosions (Mar 1997) 


41541; (Jun 1997) 41690; (Nov 1997) 41912 


State-owned enterprises (SOEs) reform (Sep 


UK | eb 1997) 41515 — 41813-14 Taiwan 
USA (Oct 1997) 41855 : Constitutional amendments (Sep 1997) 41814 F tx let : : 
d g 1997) 41797 Expulsions Dalai Lama’s visit to Taiwan (Mar 1997) 41541 


Demonstrations against China’s Hong Kong 
policy (Jun 1997) 41690 

Hijacking incident (Mar 1997) 41541; (May 
1997) 41639 

Islands dispute (May 1997) 41640 

Repatriation of mainland hijackers (Jul 1997) 
41738 

Reunification emphasised at Hong Kong 
handover (Jul 1997) 41732 

Sea links restoration accord (Jan 1997) 
41446; (Apr 1997) 41590 

Taiwanese military exercise (Jun 1997) 41690 

Visit by Chinese official (Aug 1997) 41770 

WHO application rejected by China (May 
1997) 41639 


Tajikistan (Apr 1997) 41589 
Thailand (Apr 1997) 41595 


UK see HONG KONG 


USA 


Anger at Clinton’s meeting with dissident Wei 
(Dec 1997) 41960 

Chinese army chief's visit to USA (Aug 1997) 
41771 

Chinese Foreign Minister's visit (Apr 1997) 
41589 

Democratic Party campaign fund allegations 
(Feb 1997) 41485; (Mar 1997) 41529-30; 
(Apr 1997) 41580; (Jul 1997) 41725; (Nov 
1997) 41902 


Economy: y: Hong Kong (Mar 1997) 41541; 41542; (Apr 
. Banking (Dec 1997) 41960 1997) 41589 
qje* Budget (Mar 1997) 41540 Human rights (Jan 1997) 41445-6; (Feb 4997) 
i Energy (Nov 1997) 41912 41493 


Jiang’s visit to USA (Oct 1997) 41860 


Subject index 


USA (contd) 
Trade deficit with China (Oct 1997) 41860 
Visits by US 
military chief (May 1997) 41638 
Secretary of State (Feb 1997) 41493 
Vice-President (Mar 1997) 41541 
Vietnam 
Dispute over oil and gas reserves (Mar 1997) 
41545-6; (Apr 1997) 41594; (Nov 1997) 
41917 
Visit of Do Muoi to China (Jul 1997) 41734 
Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of (FRY) (Nov 
1997) 41933 
Foreign trade: 
Kuwait (Nov 1997) 41936 
Russia (Nov 1997) 41912 
Taiwan 
Banking joint venture (Jan 1997) 41446 
Investment in China regulations (May 1997) 
41639—40; (Jun 1997) 41690 
USA 
Boeing sale (Mar 1997) 41541 
Information Technology (Oct 1997) 41860 
MEN status renewed (May 1997) 41637-8 
Nuclear technology (Oct 1997) 41860 
Sanctions on companies suspected of selling 
chemical weapons (May 1997) 41638 
Textiles accord (Feb 1997) 41493 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) (Oct 1997) 
41860 
Hong Kong: see HONG KONG 
Human rights: 
Critical resolution defeated at UN (Apr 1997) 
41589 
Labour activists imprisoned (Jun 1997) 
41689-90 
Releases of dissidents (Nov 1997) 41912 
Reprieve for four Tiananmen Square protestors 
(Jun 1997) 41689 
State Council white paper on religious freedom 
(Oct 1997) 41860 
US protests concerning (Oct 1997) 41860 
US report (Jan 1997) 41445-6 
Wei Jingsheng released for medical treatment in 
USA (Nov 1997) 41912; (Dec 1997) 41960 
Workers’ protests over wage arrears (Oct 1997) 
41860 
Li Peng: 
Address to National People’s Congress (Mar 
1997) 41540 
Africa tour (May 1997) 41638 
Meeting with Russian Prime Minister (Jun 1997) 
41690 
Visits to 
Japan (Nov 1997) 41909 
Kazakhstan (Sep 1997) 41818 
Maps: (Apr 1997) 41590; (May 1997) 41640 
Media: 
Internet service launched by Murdoch group 
(Jan 1997) 41446 
TV series on life of Deng (Jan 1997) 41445 
National People’s Congress (NPC): Annual 
session (Mar 1997) 41540 
Nuclear issues: 
Tightening of regulations (Sep 1997) 41814 
US civil nuclear technology (Oct 1997) 41860 
Obituaries: 
Deng Xiaoping (Feb 1997) 41491-2 
Peng Zhen (Apr 1997) 41589 
Qin Jiwei (former defence minister) (Feb 1997) 
41493 
President Jiang Zemin: 
Hong Kong handover ceremonies (Jul 1997) 
41732 
Meetings with 
French President (May 1997) 41637 
Russian President (Nov 1997) 41911-12 
US President (Oct 1997) 41860 
Report to 15th Congress of CCP (Sep 1997) 
41813 
Successor to Deng (Jan 1997) 41445; (Feb 
1997) 41492 
Taiwan question (Jul 1997) 41732 
Visits to 
Russia (Apr 1997) 41589 
USA (Oct 1997) 41860 


USA (contd) 
Religious affairs: State Council white paper on 
religious freedom (Oct 1997) 41860 
Resignations: Ministerial (Jul 1997) 41741 
Security: 
see also Media; Xinjiang region 
Arrests, Xinjiang bombing suspects (Apr 1997) 
41589 
Criminal code (Mar 1997) 41540 
Explosions in Beijing (Mar 1997) 41541; (May 
1997) 41638 
Labour unrest (Jun 1997) 41690; (Sep 1997) 
41814; (Oct 1997) 41860; (Dec 1997) 41960 
National Defence Law (Mar 1997) 41540 
Releases 
Bao Tong (Apr 1997) 41589 
Hong Kong journalist (Jan 1997) 41447 
Uighur separatists (Mar 1997) 41541; (Apr 1997) 
41589; (May 1997) 41638 
Sichuan province: Labour unrest (Jun 1997) 
41690; (Sep 1997) 41814 
Snowstorms in Xinjiang region: (Jan 1997) 
41446 
Tibet: see TIBET 
Trials: Shanghai securities chief (Feb 1997) 41493 
UN: Veto of proposal to send observers to 
Guatemala (Jan 1997) 41441 
World Petroleum Congress (WPC): (Oct 1997) 
41893 
Xinjiang region: 
Executions (Apr 1997) 41589; (Aug 1997) 41771 
Map (Feb 1997) 41493 
Snowstorms (Jan 1997) 41446 
Uighur separatists (Mar 1997) 41541; (Apr 1997) 
41589; (May 1997) 41638 
Unrest (Feb 1997) 41492-3; (Mar 1997) 41541; 
(Apr 1997) 41589; (Oct 1997) 41860 


CIS see COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT 
STATES (CIS) 


CITES see ENVIRONMENT, Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) 


COLOMBIA 
Appointments: Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41440-1; 
(Feb 1997) 41487-8; (Mar 1997) 41533; (Apr 
1997) 41583; (May 1997) 41631; (Nov 1997) 
41905 
Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41440-1; (Feb 1997) 41487; 
(Mar 1997) 41533; (May 1997) 41631 
Constitution: 
Constituent national assembly called for (Nov 
1997) 41905 
Constitutional Court decisions (Aug 1997) 
41767; (Nov 1997) 41905 
Extradition bill controversy (Apr 1997) 41583; 
(Jun 1997) 41681; (Nov 1997) 41905 
Corruption: 
see also Drug cartels 
Ministers (Aug 1997) 41767 
Samper administration (Mar 1997) 41533 
Samper and Serpa drug cartel donations for 
1994 election campaign allegations (Jan 1997) 
41440; (Mar 1997) 41533; (May 1997) 41631; 
(Dec 1997) 41954 
Defence: 
Armed forces (Feb 1997) 41487; (Jun 1997) 
41681; (Aug 1997) 41767 
Commander of Armed Forces dismissed (Jul 
1997) 41731 
Minister (Jan 1997) 41440-1; (Feb 1997) 
41487-8; (Mar 1997) 41533 
Dismissals: Military (Jul 1997) 41731 
Drug cartels: 
Arrests 
Elias (former Senate President) (Mar 1997) 
41533 
Peruvian drugs baron (Aug 1997) 41767 
Bilateral agreement with USA (Aug 1997) 41767 
Cali 
Donations to 1994 presidential election 
campaign alleged (Jan 1997) 41440; (Mar 
1997) 41533; (May 1997) 41631; (Dec 
1997) 41954 


COLOMBIA (contd) 
Extradition question (Apr 1997) 41583; (Jun 
1997) 41681 
Lenient sentences for drug barons condemned 
(Jan 1997) 41440; (Mar 1997) 41533 
Seizure of assets (Nov 1997) 41905 
Constitutional Court decisions (Aug 1997) 41767 
Crop eradication programme, Suspended (Mar 
1997) 41533 
Extradition law (Sep 1997) 41810; (Nov 1997) 
41905; (Dec 1997) 41954 
Government strategy (Apr 1997) 41583 
US decertification (Mar 1997) 41533 
Economy: 
Bond issue (Feb 1997) 41488 
Budget freeze (May 1997) 41631 
Central Bank (Jan 1997) 41440 
Collapse of international coffee and banana 
markets (Jan 1997) 41440 
Oil industry (Feb 1997) 41487 
Privatisation (Feb 1997) 41487 
State of economic emergency (Jan 1997) 41440; 
(Feb 1997) 41487 
Strike by dockworkers (Jan 1997) 41475 
Trade unions (Feb 1997) 41487 
Wage agreement (Feb 1997) 41487 
Elections: 
Local and regional 
Guerrilla offensive to disrupt (Aug 1997) 
41767; (Oct 1997) 41856 
Results (Oct 1997) 41856 
Presidential (1998), Candidates (May 1997) 
41631; (Dec 1997) 41954 
Energy: FARC attack on hydroelectric plant (Sep 
1997) 41810 
Foreign relations: 
Panama (Apr 1997) 41583; (Jul 1997) 41732; 
(Nov 1997) 41904—-5 
USA 
Bilateral agreement on drugs (Aug 1997) 
41767 
Carter intervention in hostage crisis (Jun 
1997) 41681 
Colombia Defence Minister appointment 
controversy (Jan 1997) 41440-1 
Criticism of failure to reduce drug production 
(Mar 1997) 41533; (Apr 1997) 41583 
Human rights questions (Jul 1997) 41731; 
(Aug 1997) 41767 
Human rights: (Jul 1997) 41731; (Aug 1997) 
41767; (Nov 1997) 41905 
Liberal Party (PL): 
Congressman injured in bombing (Apr 1997) 
41583 
Elections (Oct 1997) 41856 
Santos’ peace plan (Oct 1997) 41856—7 
National Liberation Army (ELN): 
Attack on police post (Feb 1997) 41488 
Bogota car bomb (Jun 1997) 41681 
Bomb attack on PL congressman (Apr 1997) 
41583 
Kidnapping and release of OAS observers (Oct 
1997) 41856; (Nov 1997) 41905 
Killing of PL senator (Aug 1997) 41767 
Peace negotiations 
ELN initiative (Nov 1997) 41905 
Failure to respond (Mar 1997) 41533; (Apr 
1997) 41583; (Aug 1997) 41766 
Suspension of regional elections demand 
rejected by Samper (Sep 1997) 41810 
Obituary of former president Vargas: (May 
1997) 41631 
Organisation of American States (OAS): 
Kidnapping and release of observers (Oct be 
‘41856; (Nov 1997) 41905 
President: 
Annual address to Congress (Jul 1997) 41731 
Appointment of Defence Minister controversy 
(Jan 1997) 41440-1 
Drug links, 1994 election campaign donations 
(Jan 1997) 41440; (Mar 1997) 41533; (May 
1997) 41631; (Dec 1997) 41954 
National Peace Commission initiative (Jul 1997) 
41731 
Peace efforts (Aug 1997) 41766-7; (Sep 1997) 
41810 


Subject index 


| 


COLOMBIA (contd) 

Rejection of peace proposal which required 
Samper to relinquish office (Oct 1997) 
41856-7 

State of economic emergency (Jan 1997) 41440; 
(Feb 1997) 41487 

Refugees to Panama: (Jul 1997) 41732 
Resignations: 
Ministerial (May 1997) 41631; (Aug 1997) 41767 
Prosecutor General (May 1997) 41631 
Revolutionary Armed-Forces of Colombia 
(FARC): 
Clashes with government forces (Feb 1997) 
41488; (Mar 1997) 41533-4; (Jun 1997) 
41681; (Jul 1997) 41731 
Government offensive against (Sep 1997) 41810 
Hostages (government soldiers) (Feb 1997) 
41488; (May 1997) 41631; (Jun 1997) 41681; 
(Dec 1997) 41953-4 
Killings of police officers and soldiers (Oct 1997) 
41857; (Nov 1997) 41905; (Dec 1997) 
41953-4 
Mass escape attempt from Valledupar prison 
(Apr 1997) 41583 
Peace negotiations 
Agreement to framework peace talks (Aug 
1997) 41766-7 

Disrupted by government offensive (Sep 1997) 
41810 

Failure to respond to peace talks proposal 
(Mar 1997) 41533 

Open letter response to Santos’ plan (Oct 
1997) 41857 

Security: 

see also Drug cartels; National Liberation Army 
(ELN); Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC) 

Bomb attack on PL congressman (Apr 1997) 
41583 

Demilitarisation of Caguan jungle region (May 
1997) 41631 

Elections disrupted by guerrilla offensive (Aug 
1997) 41767; (Oct 1997) 41856 

Guerrilla clashes with military (Feb 1997) 
41487-8; (Mar 1997) 415334; (Jul 1997) 
41731 

Jaime Bateman Cayon rebels (Dec 1997) 41954 

Kidnappings 
OAS observers (Oct 1997) 41856; (Nov 1997) 

41905 
Presidential press secretary and a radio 
reporter (Dec 1997) 41954 

Killings 

Mayoral and council candidates (Oct 1997) 
41856; (Nov 1997) 41905 

Peasants in Dabeiba (Nov 1997) 41905 

Police officers (Oct 1997) 41857 

Senator (Aug 1997) 41767 

Soldiers (Nov 1997) 41905 

Proposal to recognise guerrillas (Mar 1997) 
41533 

Right-wing paramilitaries blamed for massacre in 
Meta department (Jul 1997) 41731 

Rural security organisations prohibited from 
taking part in armed conflicts (Nov 1997) 
41905 

Strikes (Jan 1997) 41475; (Feb 1997) 41487 

Uraba crisis (Apr 1997) 41583; (Jun 1997) 
41681 

Senate: Extradition law (Sep 1997) 41810 

Simon Bolivar National Guerrilla Co-ordinating 
Board (CNGSB): (Sep 1997) 41810 

Social Conservative Party (PSC): (May 1997) 
41631; (Oct 1997) 41856 


COMMODITIES 
Bananas: (Jan 1997) 41440 
Coffee: (Jan 1997) 41440; 41475 
Copper: (Feb 1997) 41478 
Diamonds: (Oct 1997) 41880 
Gold: Indonesia gold find hoax (May 1997) 41644; 
(Oct 1997) 41869 
Sugar: Cuba (Jun 1997) 41682 


COMMON MARKET FOR EASTERN AND 
SOUTHERN AFRICA (COMESA) see AFRICA, 
East and Southern Africa 


COMMONWEALTH 

Fiji: Readmission (May 1997) 41645; (Sep 1997) 
41825; (Oct 1997) 41892 

Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM): (Oct 
1997) 41892 

Membership applications: (Oct 1997) 41892 

Nigeria: 
Commonwealth ministerial action group (CMAG) 

(Feb 1997) 41481; (Jul 1997) 41724 

Continued suspension (Oct 1997) 41849 
Sanctions (Oct 1997) 41892 

Sierra Leone: 
Coup condemned (May 1997) 41625 
Suspended (Jul 1997) 41725; (Oct 1997) 41892 


COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES 
(CIS) 
Belarus: Dismissal of CIS affairs minister (May 

1997) 41659 

Defence: Southern borders (Mar 1997) 41542; 

(May 1997) 41635 

Peacekeeping forces: 

Abkhazia (Mar 1997) 41551; (Jun 1997) 41710; 
(Jul 1997) 41753; (Aug 1997) 41787; (Oct 
1997) 41878 

Tajikistan (Mar 1997) 41552; (May 1997) 41635 

Russia: Yeltsin state of the nation address (Mar 

1997) 41549 

Summits: (Mar 1997) 41552; (Oct 1997) 41880-1 


COMOROS 
Anjouan: 
Anjouan People’s Movement (MPA) (Jul 1997) 
41725; (Aug 1997) 41762 
Arab League mediation (Sep 1997) 41805 
Government failure to regain control (Sep 1997) 
41805 
Negotiations with government (Dec 1997) 
41948-9 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) mediation 
(Aug 1997) 41762-3; (Sep 1997) 41805; (Oct 
1997) 41852; (Nov 1997) 41901 
Referendum on self-determination (Sep 1997) 
41805 
Secessionist provisional government formed (Oct 
1997) 41852 
Separatists’ demand for return to French rule 
(Jul 1997) 41725; (Aug 1997) 41762-3 
Appointments: Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41948 
Cabinet: (Dec 1997) 41948 
Foreign relations: France (Jul 1997) 41725; (Aug 
1997) 41762-3 
President: Assumption of absolute power (Sep 
1997) 41805 
Security: Demonstrations and riots (Jul 1997) 
41725; (Aug 1997) 41762 
State Transition Commission: (Sep 1997) 41805; 
(Dec 1997) 41948 
Trials: Denard (charged with assassination of 
former President) (Jun 1997) 41674 


CONGO 
Appointments: 
Ministerial (Sep 1997) 41801; (Nov 1997) 41896 
Prime Minister (Sep 1997) 41800—1 
Cabinet: (Sep 1997) 41801; (Nov 1997) 41896 
Constitutional Court: Postponement of 
presidential poll (Jul 1997) 41723 
Defence: 
Armed forces 
Abortive mutiny by army recruits (Feb 1997) 
41480 
Naval mutiny (Apr 1997) 41576 
Democratic and Patriotic Front (FDP): (Jul 1997) 
41723; (Nov 1997) 41896 
Dismissals: Naval commander (Apr 1997) 41576 
Economy: Budget (Jan 1997) 41435 
Foreign relations: 
Angola (Oct 1997) 41848 
Congo, Democratic Republic of (formerly Zaire) 
(Aug 1997) 41759; (Oct 1997) 41848 


CONGO (contd) 
France (Jun 1997) 41671; (Aug 1997) 41759; 
(Nov 1997) 41896 
Gabon (Aug 1997) 41759 
Zaire (May 1997) 41621 
Foreign trade: France (Oct 1997) 41848 
Movement for Democracy and Solidarity (MDS): 
(Nov 1997) 41896 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU): (Aug 1997) 
41759 
President: 
Lissouba 
Dispute with former President 
Sassou-Nguesso (Jun 1997) 41671; (Jul 
1997) 41723; (Aug 1997) 41759 
Overthrown by Sassou-Nguesso (Oct 1997) 
41848 
Suit against Elf in France whom he blamed for 
his overthrow (Nov 1997) 41896 
Sassou-Nguesso, Seizure of power (Oct 1997) 
41848 
Prime Minister: Kolelas appointed (Sep 1997) 
41800-1 
Security: 
Army mutiny failure (Feb 1997) 41480 
Assassination attempt on Sassou-Nguesso 
(former president) (May 1997) 41624 
Brazzaville, Fighting between rival militias (Jun 
1997) 41671; (Jul 1997) 41723; (Aug 1997) 
41759; (Sep 1997) 41800; (Oct 1997) 41848 
Evacuation of foreign nationals (Jun 1997) 
41671 
Looting in Pointe-Noire by Cobra militia and 
Angolan troops (Oct 1997) 41848 
Naval mutiny (Apr 1997) 41576 
Peace talks (Jul 1997) 41723; (Sep 1997) 
41800-1 
UN: 
Call for Security Council to approve dispatch of 
international troops (Jun 1997) 41671 
Joint OAU/UN mediation mission (Aug 1997) 
41759 


CONGO, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
[FORMERLY ZAIRE] 
see also ZAIRE 
Appointments: Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41669; (Aug 
1997) 41759 
Armed forces: Military discipline measures (Dec 
1997) 49146-7 
Cabinet: (Jun 1997) 41669; (Aug 1997) 41759 
Constitutional commission: (Oct 1997) 41848 
Economy: 
Currency (Jun 1997) 41669 
Reconstruction programme (Jun 1997) 41669 
Elections promise: (Jun 1997) 41669 
Foreign relations: 

Belgium (Aug 1997) 41759 

Burundi (Sep 1997) 41801 

Congo (Aug 1997) 41759; (Oct 1997) 41848 

France (Nov 1997) 41896; (Dec 1997) 41947 

USA, Albright visit (Dec 1997) 41946 

Francophonie group of countries: Withdrawal 

from (Nov 1997) 41941 

Human rights: 

Hutu massacre allegations (Jun 1997) 41669; 
(Jul 1997) 41723; (Aug 1997) 41759; (Sep 
1997) 41800; (Oct 1997) 41848 

Mbandaka site abandoned by UN investigators 
(Dec 1997) 41946 

Return of UN investigators (Nov 1997) 41896-7 

Membership of Southern African Development 

Community (SADC): (Sep 1997) 41805 

Mobutu: 

Appeal to Swiss tribunal over freezing of assets 
rejected (Aug 1997) 41759 

Death in Morocco (Sep 1997) 41800 

Organisation of African Unity (OAU): (Aug 1997) 

41759 

President: 
Government policy priorities (Jun 1997) 41669 
Military discipline measures (Dec 1997) 49146-7 
Refugees: Forced repatriation of Hutus to Rwanda 
(Sep 1997) 41800; (Oct 1997) 41848 
Security: 
Arrests 
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CONGO, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
[FORMERLY ZAIRE] (contd) 
Nindanga (armed forces Chief of Staff) (Nov 
1997) 41896 
Tshisekedi (UDPS leader) (Jun 1997) 41669 
Clashes between rival army factions (Nov 1997) 
41896 
Demonstrations and protests against UN 
investigators (Dec 1997) 41946 
UN: 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
Activities suspended (Sep 1997) 41800; (Oct 
1997) 41848 
Return of investigators (Nov 1997) 41896-7 
Inquiry into massacre allegations (Jun 1997) 
41669; (Jul 1997) 41723; (Aug 1997) 41759; 
(Sep 1997) 41800; (Oct 1997) 41848; (Nov 
1997) 41896-7; (Dec 1997) 41946 
Union for Democracy and Social Progress 
(UDPS): Tshisekedi arrested (Jun 1997) 41669 


COOK ISLANDS 
Resignations: Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41968 
South Pacific Forum annual summit: (Sep 1997) 
41825 


CORSICA see FRANCE 


COSTA RICA 
Central American summit: (May 1997) 41634 
Foreign relations: Taiwan (Jul 1997) 41738 
Managua Declaration on regional political 
union: (Sep 1997) 41813 


COTE D’IVOIRE 

Constitution: (Aug 1997) 41760 

Defence: Military exercises (Mar 1997) 41529 

Foreign relations: France (Mar 1997) 41529; 
(Aug 1997) 41763 

Ministries changes: (Dec 1997) 41950 

National Assembly: New president elected (Aug 
1997) 41760 

Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC): 
(Dec 1997) 41985 


COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

Belarus: Observer status cancelled (Jan 1997) 
41459 

Belarus-Russia Union Treaty: (Jun 1997) 41709 
Estonia: Monitoring to cease (Jan 1997) 41460 
Human rights: (Oct 1997) 41887 
Russia: Death penalty (Apr 1997) 41610 
Strasbourg summit: (Oct 1997) 41887 


CROATIA 
Appointments: Ministerial (Sep 1997) 41834 
Constitutional changes: (Nov 1997) 41932 
Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ): Elections 
(Mar 1997) 41605; (Jun 1997) 41705 
Croatian Social Liberal Parfty (HSLS): (Dec 
1997) 41979 
Eastern Slavonia: 
Delays in distributing citizenship papers (Feb 
1997) 41504 
Elections 
Timetable (Mar 1997) 41555 
Results (Apr 1997) 41605-6 
Independent Democratic Serbian Party (SDSS) 
(Mar 1997) 41555 
Memorandum on re-integration (Jan 1997) 
41456 
Resettlement of refugees (Jul 1997) 41749 
UN 
Aid (Jan 1997) 41456 
Appointment of new administrator (Aug 1997) 
41791 
Transitional Administration extended (Jul 
1997) 41749 
Visit by President Tudjman (Jun 1997) 41705 
Economy: 
IMF credit (Mar 1997) 41555; (Oct 1997) 41874 
World Bank loan postponed (Jul 1997) 41750 
Elections: 
Eastern Slavonia (Apr 1997) 41605-6 
Postponed (Feb 1997) 41504 
Timetable (Mar 1997) 41555 


CROATIA (contd) 
Local results (Apr 1997) 41605 
Upper House results (Apr 1997) 41605 
Presidential (Jun 1997) 41705 
Foreign relations: 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (Aug 1997) 41790; (Oct 
1997) 41875 
Israel (Aug 1997) 41796 
Serbia, Rail link re-opened (Nov 1997) 41932 
USA (Jul 1997) 41750; (Oct 1997) 41874 
Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of (FRY) (Sep 
1997) 41834 
Human rights: (Sep 1997) 41834 
Map: (Apr 1997) 41605 
Media: 
Call to end government control of Croatian 
Radio and Television (HRT) (Nov 1997) 41932 
Opposition radio station (Jan 1997) 41456; (Nov 
1997) 41932 
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE): (Apr 1997) 41605; (Jun 1997) 
41705 
Ploce: Failure to reach agreement on Bosnian use 
of (Oct 1997) 41875 
Political parties: (Apr 1997) 41605-6; (Jun 1997) 
41705 
President: 
Eastern Slavonia visits (Jun 1997) 41705 
Health speculation (Jan 1997) 41456; (Jun 1997) 
41705 
Re-election and inauguration of Tudjman (Jun 
1997) 41705; (Aug 1997) 41791 
War crimes allegations (Aug 1997) 41791 
Refugees: Serbian (Jun 1997) 41705; (Jul 1997) 
41749 
Socialist Workers’ Party of Croatia (SRPH): (Oct 
1997) 41874 
War crimes: 
Bajramovic confession (Sep 1997) 41834 
Croatian Serb suspect arrested (Jul 1997) 
41749-50 
Extradition of alleged war criminal to UN tribunal 
(Apr 1997) 41606 
Paraga’s request that Tudjman be indicted (Aug 
1997) 41791 
Surrender of Bosnian Croats (Aug 1997) 41791; 
(Oct 1997) 41874; 41874-5 
Vitez police chief (Aug 1997) 41791 


CUBA 
Aid offer to: Montserrat (Aug 1997) 41769 
Air crash: (Jul 1997) 41732 
Appointments: 
Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41490; (Oct 1997) 41859 
Politburo (Oct 1997) 41858-9 
Cabinet: (Feb 1997) 41490 
Che Guevara: 
Remains returned from Bolivia (Jul 1997) 
41731-3 
Interment of remains (Oct 1997) 41859 
Christmas Day holiday announcement: (Dec 
1997) 41957 
Communist Party (PCC): 
Congress (Apr 1997) 41585; (Oct 1997) 
41858-9 
Politburo (Oct 1997) 41858-9 
Dismissals: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41490 
Economy: 
Growth forecast (Apr 1997) 41585 
Sugar harvest forecast (Jun 1997) 41682; (Oct 
1997) 41859 


US sanctions see Foreign relations, USA 
Elections: Municipal (Oct 1997) 41859 
Foreign relations: 
Bolivia (Jul 1997) 41731-3 
Canada (Jan 1997) 41442 
European Union (EU) (Jan 1997) 41442; (Mar 
1997) 41536; (Apr 1997) 41585; (Jun 1997) 
41682 
Japan (Mar 1997) 41533 
Peru (Mar 1997) 41533 
Russia (Jun 1997) 41682 
South Africa (Jan 1997) 41430 
Spain (Mar 1997) 41536 
USA 


US sanctions see Foreign relations, USA (contd) 
Biological warfare accusations against USA 
(May 1997) 41634; (Aug 1997) 41769 
Charges of US political interference (Jul 1997) 
41731 
Fly-past by anti-Castro Cuban exiles (Feb 
1997) 41490 
Helms-Burton Act 
Canada (Apr 1997) 41581-2 
Condemned by Rio Group (Aug 1997) 
41768 
EU/US talks (Mar 1997) 41536; (Apr 1997) 
41585 
Ibero-American summit (Nov 1997) 41907 
Suspension of Title Ill provision (Jan 1997) 
41442 
Tightening of sanctions (Jun 1997) 41682 
UN resolution condemning sanctions (Nov 
1997) 41907 
Media permits question (Feb 1997) 41490 
Rejection of US financial assistance package 
(Jan 1997) 41442 
Return of Cubans involved in hijackings (Oct 
1997) 41859 
Travel restrictions relaxed for Papal visit plans 
(Aug 1997) 41769 
US elements blamed for terrorist bombing 
campaign (Sep 1997) 41812 
WTO disputes panel to rule on EU case (Feb 
1997) 41489-90; (Apr 1997) 41584 
Foreign trade: 
Canada (Apr 1997) 41581-2 
CARICOM membership question (Jul 1997) 
41731 
South Africa (Apr 1997) 41585 
Health: US sanctions effect on (Mar 1997) 41536 
Human rights: (Jan 1997) 41442; (Apr 1997) 
41585 
May Day celebrations: (May 1997) 41633-4 
Media: (Feb 1997) 41490 
Obituary of exile leader: (Nov 1997) 41907 
President: 
Address to PCC 5th Congress (Oct 1997) 41858 
Rejection of US financial aid offer (Jan 1997) 
41442 
Religious affairs: Papal visit plans (Aug 1997) 
41769; (Dec 1997) 41957 
Security: 
Arrest of dissidents (Jul 1997) 41731 
Arrested Cuban exiles linked to alleged plot to 
kill Castro (Nov 1997) 41907 
Bomb attacks (Jul 1997) 41731; (Aug 1997) 
41769; (Sep 1997) 41812 
German tourist released after firecracker incident 
(Jul 1997) 41731 
Tourism: (Sep 1997) 41812 
Trials: US citizen imprisoned for plotting attacks 
on police and tourists (Nov 1997) 41907 
UN: 


Human rights vote (Apr 1997) 41585 
Vote against US sanctions (Nov 1997) 41907 


CYPRUS 
Appointments: Ministerial (Apr 1997) 41603; (Nov 
1997) 41929 
Arms deals with: Russia (Jan 1997) 41461; (Sep 
1997) 41835 
Cabinet: (Apr 1997) 41603; (Nov 1997) 41929 
Defence: 

Arms build-up feared by western governments 
(Jan 1997) 41461-2; (Sep 1997) 41835 

War games Nikiforos with Greek armed forces 
(Oct 1997) 41877 

Democratic Party (DIKO): Withdrawal from 

coalition government (Nov 1997) 41929 

Foreign relations: 

EU membership question (Jul 1997) 41745; 
41746; (Aug 1997) 41789; (Dec 1997) 41968; 
41972 

UK (Jan 1997) 41461—2; (Apr 1997) 41603; (Sep 
1997) 41835 

USA (Jan 1997) 41461-2; (Jun 1997) 41701-2; 
(Sep 1997) 41835; (Oct 1997) 41877; (Nov 
1997) 41929 

Foreign trade: Russia (Jan 1997) 41461 
Peace efforts: 
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CYPRUS (contd) 


see also UN 
European Union (EU) (Oct 1997) 41887 
US efforts (Oct 1997) 41877; (Nov 1997) 41929 
President: 
Cabinet reshuffle (Apr 1997) 41603 
Talks with TRNC President Denktash (Sep 1997) 
41835 
Resignations: Ministerial (Nov 1997) 41929 
Security: Attack on UK military base (Apr 1997) 
41603 2 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC): 
Arms build-up (Jan 1997) 41461—2; (Sep 1997) 
41835 
National Revival Party (UDP) (Nov 1997) 41929 
Partial integration agreement with Turkey (Aug 
1997) 41789 
Suspension of talks over EU accession offer to 
Greek Cypriot regime (Dec 1997) 41972 
Turkish military exercises (Nov 1997) 41929 
UN: 
Anxieties over arms build-up (Jan 1997) 41461 
Direct talks (Jun 1997) 41702; (Jul 1997) 41746; 
(Aug 1997) 41788-9; (Sep 1997) 41835; (Nov 
1997) 41929 


CZECH REPUBLIC 


Appointments: 
Intelligence Service (Mar 1997) 41553 
Ministerial (May 1997) 41656; (Jun 1997) 
41706-7 
Prime Minister (Dec 1997) 41977 
Cabinet: (Jun 1997) 41706-7; (Dec 1997) 41977 
Christian Democratic Union-Czech People’s 
Party: Political crisis (Oct 1997) 41872; (Nov 
1997) 41931; (Dec 1997) 41977 
Civic Democratic Alliance (ODA): (Mar 1997) 
41553; (Nov 1997) 41931; (Dec 1997) 41977 
Civic Democratic Party (ODS): 
Corporate donations controversy (Nov 1997) 
41931 
Criticised by President (May 1997) 41656 
Political and economic crisis (Jun 1997) 
41706-7; (Oct 1997) 41872 
Withdrawal from governing coalition (Nov 1997) 
41931; (Dec 1997) 41977 
Corruption: 
Banking (Apr 1997) 41607 
Civic Democratic Party (ODS) (Nov 1997) 41931 
Investment fund scandal (Mar 1997) 41553 
Czech Social Democratic Party (CSSD): (May 
1997) 41656; (Jun 1997) 41707 
Economy: 
Application to European Union (EU) for floods 
aid (Sep 1997) 41831 
Banking (Nov 1997) 41931 
Budget (Apr 1997) 41607-8; (Jun 1997) 41707; 
(Oct 1997) 41873 
Central bank (May 1997) 41656 
Currency crisis (May 1997) 41656 
Energy (Mar 1997) 41553 
Privatisation (Jun 1997) 41705-6; (Nov 1997) 
41931 
Reconstruction following floods (Aug 1997) 
41791-2; (Sep 1997) 41831 
Taxation (Sep 1997) 41831 
Foreign relations: 
Germany (Jan 1997) 41461; (Mar 1997) 41553; 
(Apr 1997) 41607-8 
Israel (Sep 1997) 41831 
Jordan (Sep 1997) 41831 
Lebanon (Sep 1997) 41831 
Palestinians (Sep 1997) 41831 
Slovakia (Apr 1997) 41607; (Oct 1997) 41872-3 
Foreign trade: 
Norway, Gas agreement (Mar 1997) 41553 
Russia, Energy supplies (Mar 1997) 41553 
NATO/EU membership ambitions: (Jul 1997) 
41750; (Oct 1997) 41872; (Dec 1997) 41968 
Patriotic Republican Party: (Mar 1997) 41553 
President: 
Address to German legislature (Apr 1997) 41608 
Central European summit (Jun 1997) 41711 
Criticism of ODS-led government (May 1997) 
41656 


CZECH REPUBLIC (contd) 


Havel’s candidacy for second term (Jul 1997) 
41750 
Health (Jan 1997) 41461; (Nov 1997) 41931 
Insults to Slovak Prime Minister (Apr 1997) 
41607 
Visit to Middle East (Sep 1997) 41831 
Prime Minister: 
Meeting with Slovak Prime Minister (Oct 1997) 
41762-3 
Resignation of Klaus (Nov 1997) 41931 
Tosovsky (Dec 1997) 41977 
Racial issues: 
Anti-racism marches (Nov 1997) 41931 
Arrest of Patriotic Republican Party leader (Mar 
1997) 41553 
Killing of Sudanese student by neo-Nazis (Nov 
1997) 41931 
Resignations: 
Ministerial (Apr 1997) 41607; (May 1997) 41656; 
(Oct 1997) 41872 
Prime Minister (Nov 1997) 41931 
Security: 
see also Racial issues 
Intelligence Service (BIS) (Mar 1997) 41553 
Storms and floods: (Jul 1997) 41750; (Aug 1997) 
41791-2; (Sep 1997) 41831 


D 


DAMASCUS DECLARATION see ARAB STATES 
DEATH PENALTY 


Bangladesh: (Sep 1997) 41821 

Burundi: (Aug 1997) 41762; (Sep 1997) 41801 

Chad: (Jan 1997) 41433 

China: (Feb 1997) 41493; (Apr 1997) 41589; (May 
1997) 41638; (Aug 1997) 41771 

Egypt: (Sep 1997) 41843; (Oct 1997) 41891 

Georgia: Abolished (Feb 1997) 41509; (Nov 1997) 
41922 

India: (Nov 1997) 41914 

Iran: (Sep 1997) 41843 

Iraq: (Feb 1997) 41520; (Mar 1997) 41567; (Dec 
1997) 41982 

Korea, North: (Nov 1997) 41910-11 

Libya: (Jan 1997) 41473-4 

Mali: (Dec 1997) 41944 

Palestine: (May 1997) 41662; (Jun 1997) 41714 

Poland: Abolished (Mar 1997) 41553; (May 1997) 
41750-1 

Russia: (Apr 1997) 41610; (Sep 1997) 41837 

Rwanda: (Jan 1997) 41431; (Feb 1997) 41477; 
(May 1997) 41622 

Turkmenistan: (Jun 1997) 41694 

USA: 
Executions (Jun 1997) 41677 
McVeigh (Oklahoma bomber) (Aug 1997) 41765 

Vietnam: (Jan 1997) 41450—1; (May 1997) 41642; 
(Jul 1997) 41734; (Sep 1997) 41823 


DEBT 


Bulgaria: (Jan 1997) 41453 

Guyana: (Apr 1997) 41586 

Jordan: Agreement with USA over debt write-off 
(Sep 1997) 41841 

Korea, South: (Nov 1997) 41909-10; (Dec 1997) 
41958 

London Club arrangements: 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (Jul 1997) 41749 
Macedonia (Mar 1997) 41556 
Russia (Oct 1997) 41880 
Vietnam (Jan 1997) 41451 

Paris Club arrangements: Yemen (Dec 1997) 
41981 

South Africa: (Mar 1997) 41527 

Venezuela: (Nov 1997) 41905 
Vietnam (Nov 1997) 41916 

Yemen: (Dec 1997) 41981 


DENMARK 


Appointments: Ministerial (Oct 1997) 41882 
Conservative People’s Party: (Feb 1997) 41517 
Economy: 

Budget (Aug 1997) 41784 

Taxation (May 1997) 41651 
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DENMARK (contd) 
Elections: Local (Nov 1997) 41924 
Environment: Taxation measures to help (May 
1997) 41651 
European Union (EU): 
Multi-speed Europe question (Jan 1997) 41468 
Referendum announcement (Oct 1997) 41882 
Tobacco advertising ban (Dec 1997) 41968 
Euthanasia: (Oct 1997) 41882 
Foreign relations: 
China (May 1997) 41589 
Kenya (Apr 1997) 41578 
USA (Jul 1997) 41757 
Greenland: 
Foreign relations, Norway (Nov 1997) 41924 
Prime Minister (Sep 1997) 41830 
Immigration policy: (Oct 1997) 41882 
NATO: (Jul 1997) 41757 
Resignations: Ministerial (Oct 1997) 41882 
Security: Letter bombing campaign foiled (Jan 
1997) 41469 
Social Democratic Party (SD): (Nov 1997) 41924 
Trials: 
Neo-Nazis jailed for letter-bomb plot (Sep 1997) 
41830 
Nurse to face murder charges (Oct 1997) 41882 


DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
Developing Eight (D-8) Group of Islamic 
countries: (Jun 1997) 41718; (Dec 1997) 41985 
Group of 15 (G-15): Summit (Nov 1997) 41941 
Group of 24 (G-24): 
Finance and development ministers’ meeting 
(Sep 1997) 41844 
Spring meeting (Apr 1997) 41617 


DISARMAMENT AND ARMS CONTROL 
see also CHEMICAL WEAPONS, Chemical 
Weapons Convention; UNITED NATIONS 
CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT 
Landmines: 
Draft treaty adopted (Sep 1997) 41845 
Nobel prize for International Campaign to Ban 
Landmines (ICBL) (Oct 1997) 41893 
Treaty signed (Dec 1997) 41984 
Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR): 
USA-Korea, North talks (Jun 1997) 41689 
Organisation of American States (OAS) 
resolutions: (Jun 1997) 41682-3 
Russia: 
President's statements (Dec 1997) 41974 
Standing down of NATO-targeted Russian 
nuclear warheads (May 1997) 41665; (Dec 
1997) 41974 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START): 
START Ill (Mar 1997) 41569; (Dec 1997) 41974 
Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in 
Europe (CFE): (May 1997) 41665 


DISASTERS 
see also AVIATION; DROUGHT AND FAMINE; 
EARTHQUAKES; ENVIRONMENT; NUCLEAR 
ENERGY; STORMS, CYCLONES AND 
FLOODS; VOLCANOES 
Ecuador: Explosion at munitions depot (Jul 1997) 
41731 
Ferry and shipping disasters: 
Burma (Mar 1997) 41545 
Estonia (1994) report (Dec 1997) 41976 
Haiti (Sep 1997) 41812 
India (Sep 1997) 41820 
Fires: 
India (Feb 1997) 41500; (Jun 1997) 41691; (Sep 
1997) 41820 
Saudi Arabia, Haj (Apr 1997) 41616 
Spain (Jul 1997) 41742 
Thailand (Jul 1997) 41735 
India: 
Landslides (Jun 1997) 41691 
School bus crash (Nov 1997) 41914 
Japan: Mud avalanche (Jul 1997) 41736 
Mine explosions: 
Bulgaria (Sep 1997) 41832 
China (Mar 1997) 41541; (Jun 1997) 41689; 
(Nov 1997) 41912 
Russia (Dec 1997) 41975 


Subject index 


DISASTERS (contd) 

Oil spills: see ENVIRONMENT 

Pakistan: Fatal gas leak in Lahore (Jan 1997) 
41448 

Peru: Mud slide (Feb 1997) 41488 

Rail crashes: 
India (Sep 1997) 41820 
Iraq (Aug 1997) 41793 
Pakistan (Mar 1997) 41543 
Spain (Mar 1997) 41562 

Romania: Explosion of “experimental” bomb (Jul 
1997) 41754 


DJIBOUTI 

Appointments: Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41950 

Armed forces: 
Reduction in French troops (Dec 1997) 41950 
Soldiers killed by Afar rebels (Sep 1997) 41806 

Cabinet: (Dec 1997) 41950 

Elections: (Dec 1997) 41950 

Foreign relations: France (Aug 1997) 41763; 
(Dec 1997) 41950 

Front for the Restoration of Unity and 
Democracy (FRUD): (Sep 1997) 41806; (Dec 
1997) 41950 

Political parties: (Dec 1997) 41950 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

see also CARIBBEAN; CENTRAL AMERICA 

Dominican Revolutionary Party (PRD): (Apr 
1997) 41586 

Foreign relations: 
Haiti (Feb 1997) 41490 
Japan (Mar 1997) 41533 
Peru (Feb 1997) 41488; (Mar 1997) 41533 
Spain (Aug 1997) 41783 

Human rights: (Feb 1997) 41490 

Security: Spanish ETA Basque separatists (Aug 
1997) 41783 


DROUGHT AND FAMINE 

Ethiopia: (Mar 1997) 41526; (Aug 1997) 41763 

Indonesia: (Oct 1997) 41869 

Korea, North: (Feb 1997) 41495; (Mar 1997) 
41539; (Apr 1997) 41593; (May 1997) 41641; 
(Jun 1997) 41689; (Aug 1997) 41772; (Sep 
1997) 41816—17; (Oct 1997) 41862; (Dec 1997) 
41958-9 

Papua New Guinea: (Sep 1997) 41825 

Somalia: (Mar 1997) 41537 

Tanzania: (Sep 1997) 41806 


DRUGS 
Afghanistan: (Nov 1997) 41913 
Albania: (Jun 1997) 41703 
Belgium: (Nov 1997) 41934; (Dec 1997) 41979 
Bolivia: Coca eradication (Jun 1997) 41680 
Burma-Philippines anti-trafficking agreement (Oct 
1997) 41870 
Central American summit: (May 1997) 41634 
Colombia: see COLOMBIA, Drug cartels 
Haiti: (Mar 1997) 41536 
Italy: Mafia (Mar 1997) 41559 
Jamaica: (May 1997) 41635 
Lebanon: (Nov 1997) 41937-8 
Mexico: 
Anti-drugs agency (May 1997) 41631 
Anti-laundering measures (Mar 1997) 41534—-5 
Arrests of Attorney General’s anti-drug office 
staff (Sep 1997) 41809 
Certification of Mexico controversy (Mar 1997) 
41534 
Death of Fuentes (drug baron) reported (Jul 
1997) 41729 
Drugs Agency chief arrested for being in pay of 
drug baron (Feb 1997) 41489 
Salinas links alleged (Apr 1997) 41582 
Trials of senior officials (Feb 1997) 41489 
Netherlands: (Mar 1997) 41534 
Pakistan: 
Air force officer (Apr 1997) 41587 
Bhutto family links alleged (Sep 1997) 41819 
Russia: Arrest of Federal Security Service officials 
for trafficking (Feb 1997) 41507 
St Kitts and Nevis: (Oct 1997) 41859 
Surinam: (Mar 1997) 41534 


DRUGS (contd) 
Switzerland: (Sep 1997) 41831 
Syria: (Nov 1997) 41937-8 
Tajikistan: (Mar 1997) 41542 
UK: 
Appointment of “drugs tsar” (Oct 1997) 41886 
MI6 role (Aug 1997) 41780-1 
USA: 
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) (Feb 
1997) 41489 
Medical use of marijuana ruling (Apr 1997) 
41580 
Tobacco (Mar 1997) 41531; (Apr 1997) 41580-1; 
(May 1997) 41629; (Jun 1997) 41677; (Jul 
1997) 41727; (Aug 1997) 41765 
Vietnam: Death penalty for trafficking (May 1997) 
41642; (Sep 1997) 41823 


EARTHQUAKES 
Bangladesh: (Nov 1997) 41915 
Chile: (Oct 1997) 41858 
India: (May 1997) 41637 
Indonesia: (Sep 1997) 41824 
Iran: (Feb 1997) 41520; (Mar 1997) 41567; (May 
1997) 41661 
Italy: (Sep 1997) 41829; (Oct 1997) 41883 
Pakistan: (Mar 1997) 41543 
Venezuela: (Jul 1997) 41729 


EAST TIMOR see INDONESIA, East Timor 


ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION ORGANISATION 
(ECO), Summit: (May 1997) 41666 


ECOWAS see AFRICA, Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) 


ECUADOR 
Appointments: 
Attorney General (Jun 1997) 41681 
Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41486-7; (Mar 1997) 
41570; (Jun 1997) 41681; (Aug 1997) 41766; 
(Nov 1997) 41907 
Cabinet: (Feb 1997) 41486-7; (Jun 1997) 41681; 
(Nov 1997) 41907 
Confederation of Indian Movements (Conaie): 
(Aug 1997) 41766 
Constitution: 
Constituent Assembly (Nov 1997) 41907; (Dec 
1997) 41956 
Crisis (Feb 1997) 41487; (May 1997) 41632; 
(Aug 1997) 41766 
Reform (Sep 1997) 41812 
Corruption: 
Anti-corruption commission (Feb 1997) 41487 
Bucaram (Apr 1997) 41583 
Ecuadorian Roldosist Party (PRE) (Apr 1997) 
41583 
Defence: Munitions depot explosion disaster (Jul 
1997) 41731 
Dismissals: Supreme Court members (Jul 1997) 
41731 
Economy: Privatisation (Nov 1997) 41907 
Ecuadorian Roldosist Party (PRE): (Apr 1997) 
41583; (Dec 1997) 41956 
Elections: Constituent Assembly (Nov 1997) 
41907; (Dec 1997) 41956 
Explosion near Quito: (Jul 1997) 41731 
Foreign relations: 
Panama (Apr 1997) 41583 
Peru (May 1997) 41632; (Jun 1997) 41681; (Sep 
1997) 41812; (Nov 1997) 41906-7 
USA (Sep 1997) 41812 
Foreign trade: USA (Sep 1997) 41812 
Map: (Feb 1997) 41487 
Political parties: (Feb 1997) 41486—7; (Dec 1997) 
41956 
President: 
Alarcon appointed interim President (Feb 1997) 
41486-7; (May 1997) 41632 
Bucaram 
Ousted (Feb 1997) 41487 
Panama grants asylum (Apr 1997) 41583 
Visit to USA (Sep 1997) 41812 


ECUADOR (contd) 
Referendum on appointment of interim 
President: (May 1997) 41632 
Security: Demonstrations and strikes (Feb 1997) 
41487; (Aug 1997) 41766 
Supreme Court: Dismissed (Jul 1997) 41731 


EGYPT 
Appointments: 
Gubernatorial (Jul 1997) 41755 
Ministerial (Jul 1997) 41755 
Cabinet: (Jul 1997) 41755 
Death penalty: (Sep 1997) 41843; (Oct 1997) 
41891 
Economy: 
Agriculture (Jul 1997) 41755 
Banking (Mar 1997) 41568 
Minister (Jul 1997) 41755 
Privatisation (Jul 1997) 41755 
Environment: Irrigation project (Jan 1997) 41474 
Foreign relations: 
Eritrea (Jun 1997) 41673 
Israel (Feb 1997) 41518; (Aug 1997) 41794; 
(Sep 1997) 41841 
see also Middle East peace process 
Libya (Jan 1997) 41474 
Middle East peace process (May 1997) 41662; 
(Jun 1997) 41713 
Palestinians (Jan 1997) 41470; (Feb 1997) 
41518 
Sudan (Jun 1997) 41673 
Syria, Middle East peace process (May 1997) 
41662 
UK (Nov 1997) 41935 
USA (Sep 1997) 41839-40 
Foreign trade: Israel (Mar 1997) 41566 
Health: Ban on female circumcision upheld (Dec 
1997) 41982-3 
Islamic fundamentalists: 
see also Trials 
Gamaat-i-Ilslamiya (radical Islamists) (Mar 1997) 
41567; (Sep 1997) 41843 
Confusion over responsibility for Luxor killings 
(Nov 1997) 41934-5; (Dec 1997) 41982 
Leaders call for halt to military operations (Jul 
1997) 41755 
Statement before police killings (Oct 1997) 
41891 
Muslim Brotherhood, Arrests (Apr 1997) 41616 
President: 
Criticism of security services over Luxor killings 
(Nov 1997) 41935 
Meetings with 
Arafat (Feb 1997) 41518 
Israeli Prime Minister (Feb 1997) 41518 
Prime Minister: Attack report (Feb 1997) 41520 
Religious affairs: 
see also |slamic fundamentalists 
Alleged Satanic youths (Jan 1997) 41474; (Mar 
1997) 41567 
Islamic banks (Mar 1997) 41568 
Resignations: Ministerial (Nov 1997) 41935 
Security: 
Arrests, Muslim Brotherhood members (Apr 
1997) 41616 
Attack on Prime Minister (Feb 1997) 41520 
Killings 
By Islamic militants (Mar 1997) 41567 
Police (Aug 1997) 41796; (Oct 1997) 41891 
Tourist bus deaths (Sep 1997) 41843; (Nov 
1997) 41934-—5; (Dec 1997) 41982 
Land riots (Jul 1997) 41755 
State of emergency extended (Feb 1997) 41520 
Trials: : 
Islamic suspects (Jul 1997) 41755; (Aug 1997) . 
41796; (Sep 1997) 41843 
Tourist bus attackers (Oct 1997) 41891 


EL SALVADOR 

see also CENTRAL AMERICA 

Appointments: Ministerial (May 1997) 41635 

Elections: Results (Mar 1997) 41535 

Environment: Appointment of minister (May 1997) 
41635 

Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front 
(FMLN): 


Subject index 


16 


» 


EL SALVADOR (contd) 
Convention (Dec 1997) 41957 
Election success (Mar 1997) 41535 
relations: Taiwan (Jul 1997) 41738; (Sep 

1997) 41814 

Managua Declaration on regional political 
union: (Sep 1997) 41813 

National Republican Alliance (ARENA): 
Elections (Mar 1997) 41535 

Political parties: (Mar 1997) 41535 


EMIGRATION see IMMIGRATION AND 
EMIGRATION 


ENVIRONMENT 
see also NUCLEAR ENERGY; NUCLEAR 
TESTS; NUCLEAR WASTE; NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS; UNITED NATIONS 
CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT (UNCED) 
Australia: Bush fires (Dec 1997) 41967 
Biodiversity convention: (Jun 1997) 41717 
Brazil: Removal of gold prospectors and loggers in 
Matto Grosso (Jan 1997) 41439 
Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (Cites): (Jun 1997) 41717 
Denmark: (May 1997) 41651 
El Nino weather phenomenon: (Sep 1997) 
418234; 41825; (Oct 1997) 41856; 41857; 
41869; (Dec 1997) 41967 
El Salvador: Minister appointed (May 1997) 41635 
Fisheries: 
Canada (May 1997) 41630 
European Union (EU) quotas (Apr 1997) 41603 
Portugal (Jun 1997) 41698 
Forests: 
Cambodia, Logging report (Sep 1997) 41822 
Fires, Indonesia (Sep 1997) 41823—4; (Oct 
1997) 41869 
Vietnam, Reforestation project (Dec 1997) 41961 
Germany: (Jan 1997) 41468 
Global warming: 
Australia refusal to set target for cutting 
greenhouse emissions (Sep 1997) 41825 
EU carbon dioxide emissions targets (Jun 1997) 
41717 
South Pacific Forum discussions (Sep 1997) 
41825 
Green parties: 
France (Apr 1997) 41601 
Germany (May 1997) 41651 
Latvia (Feb 1997) 41510; (Aug 1997) 41785 
Mexico (Jul 1997) 41728; (Aug 1997) 41766 
USA (May 1997) 41630 
international Whaling Commission (IWC): 
Monaco conference (Oct 1997) 41892 
Italy: (Jan 1997) 41468 
Ivory trade: Cites rules relaxed (Jun 1997) 41717 
Kyoto climate conference: (Dec 1997) 41984 
Malaysia: Smog reports (Sep 1997) 41823—4; 
(Nov 1997) 41918 
Oil spills: Japan (Jan 1997) 41475; (Jul 1997) 
41736-7 
Summit of the Eight industrialised countries 
communiqué: (Jun 1997) 41717 
Water p 
Bangladesh- -India water sharing agreement (Jul 
1997) 41739 
China, Yangtze river dam project (Nov 1997) 
41912 
Egypt (Jan 1997) 41474 
India-Nepal (Jun 1997) 41692 
Slovakia-Hungary dispute (Mar 1997) 41553; 
(Sep 1997) 41831 
Thailand, Bakun project deferred (Oct 1997) 
41869 


EQUATORIAL GUINEA 

Foreign relations: Spain (Sep 1997) 41803 

French declared an official language: (Sep 
1997) 41803 

Human rights: (Jul 1997) 41723 

parties banned from forming 
coalitions prior to elections: (Dec 1997) 41950 
: Accused of failing to return country to 

civilian rule (Jul 1997) 41723 


EQUATORIAL GUINEA (contd) 
Progress Party: 
Banned (Jun 1997) 41674—5 
Dismissal of PP president Moto (Jul 1997) 
41723 
Security: 
Detention of Moto (Jun 1997) 41675 
Mass arrests reported (Jul 1997) 41723 
Trials: Moto convicted in absentia (Aug 1997) 
41760 


ERITREA 
Constitution: (May 1997) 41627 
Defence: Armed forces, Defeat at hands of 
pro-Sudanese forces in border area (Jun 1997) 
41674 
Dismissals: Military (Jun 1997) 41674 
Economy: 
Bank of Eritrea (Jul 1997) 41725 
New currency (Jul 1997) 41725 
Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF): (Jun 1997) 
41674 
Foreign relations: 
Egypt (Jun 1997) 41673 
Sudan (Jan 1997) 41433; (Apr 1997) 41578; 
(May 1997) 41627; (Jun 1997) 41673—4; (Jul 
1997) 41720 
People’s Front for Democracy and Justice: (Jun 
1997) 41674 
President: Sudan accused of assassination plot 
(Jun 1997) 41673; (Jul 1997) 41720 
Refugees: Repatriation (May 1997) 41627 
Security: Protest to UN over Sudanese activities 
(Jul 1997) 41720 
UN: 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
Officials expelled (May 1997) 41627 
Protest to Security Council over Sudanese 
activities (Jul 1997) 41720 


ESTONIA 
see also BALTIC STATES 
Abolition of European Affairs ministry: (May 
1997) 41657 
Appointments: 
Ministerial (Mar 1997) 41552; (May 1997) 41657 
Prime Minister (Feb 1997) 41510; (Mar 1997) 
41552 
Cabinet: (Mar 1997) 41552 
Citizenship: (May 1997) 41657 
Coalition Party: (Feb 1997) 41510; (Apr 1997) 
41608 
Constitution: Language law amendment (Nov 
1997) 41924 
Corruption: Vahi (Prime Minister) (Feb 1997) 
41510 
Council of Europe: Monitoring to cease (Jan 
1997) 41460 
Defence: Armed forces, Drowning of soldiers 
during survival training exercise (Sep 1997) 
41839; (Oct 1997) 41881 
Disasters: Ferry disaster (1994) report (Dec 1997) 
41976 
Dismissals: Ministerial (Apr 1997) 41608 
Economy: 
Budget (Nov 1997) 41924; (Dec 1997) 41976 
Customs law approved (Oct 1997) 41881 
IMF (Nov 1997) 41924; (Dec 1997) 41976 
Merger of ministries rejected (Apr 1997) 41608 
European Union (EU) membership question: 
(Oct 1997) 41881; (Dec 1997) 41968 
Foreign relations: 
Latvia, Border demarcation completed (Dec 
1997) 41976 
Russia, Refusal of Russia to sign border 
agreement (Jan 1997) 41459-60 
Human rights: (Jan 1997) 41460; (Nov 1997) 
41924 
Prime Minister: 
Resignation of Vahi (Feb 1997) 41510 
Siimann appointed (Feb 1997) 41510; (Mar 
1997) 41552 
Reform Party: (Feb 1997) 41510 
Release of political prisoner: (Nov 1997) 41924 
Resignations: 
Military (Sep 1997) 41839 
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ESTONIA (contd) 
Prime Minister (Feb 1997) 41510 
Soviet passports invalidated: (May 1997) 41657 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) membership 
question: (Oct 1997) 41881 


ETHIOPIA 
Appointments: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41482; (Jun 
1997) 41674 
Cabinet: (Feb 1997) 41482 
Defection of football players: (Jan 1997) 41432 
Dergue (former Mengistu regime): Charged with 
war crimes and genocide (Feb 1997) 41482-3 
Dismissals: Executive council of Somali Regional 
Council (Oct 1997) 41852 
Drought emergency: (Mar 1997) 41526; (Aug 
1997) 41763 
Ethiopian Somali Democratic League (ESDL): 
(Dec 1997) 41950 
Foreign relations: 
Burundi (Sep 1997) 41801 
Italy (Dec 1997) 41949 
Somalia (Jan 1997) 41432 
Sudan (Jan 1997) 41433 
USA (Dec 1997) 41949-50 
Mengistu (former head of state): Charged with 
war crimes and genocide (Feb 1997) 41482-3 
Obituary of Asfa Wossen (son of Haile 
Selassie): (Jan 1997) 41432 
Ogaden National Liberation Front: (Oct 1997) 
41852 
Oromo Liberation Front: (Oct 1997) 41852 
Refugees from drought in Somalia and Kenya: 
(Mar 1997) 41526; (Jun 1997) 41674 
Refugees return from Sudan: (Jun 1997) 41674 
Security: 
Bombings 
Addis Ababa (Apr 1997) 41578 
Hotel in Harar (Feb 1997) 41483 
Killing of alleged Oromo rebels (Oct 1997) 
41852 
Somali Regional Council: (Oct 1997) 41852 
War crimes: Italian apology (Dec 1997) 41949 


EUROPE 
see also ASIA-EUROPE MEETING (ASEM); 
BALTIC STATES; BLACK SEA ECONOMIC 
CO-OPERATION (BSEC); COUNCIL OF 
EUROPE; EUROPEAN headings;; 
ORGANISATION FOR SECURITY AND 
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE); 
WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION (WEU) 
Central and Eastern European presidents’ 
summit: (Sep 1997) 41839 
Central European Free Trade Agreement 
(CEFTA): Romania (Apr 1997) 41607 
Central European presidents’ summit: (Jun 
1997) 41711 
Map: (May 1997) 41665 
South-eastern European countries: Crete 
summit (Nov 1997) 41934 


EUROPEAN BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND 
DEVELOPMENT (EBRD) 
Albania: (Apr 1997) 41597 
Bulgaria: (May 1997) 41653 
Ukraine: Chernobyl closure study (Feb 1997) 
41509 


EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
Election of Russian as member: (Apr 1997) 
41609 
Single court to be established in 1998: (Oct 
1997) 41887 
Turkey: Ruling on detention of Kurdish Democracy 
Party (DEP) deputies (Nov 1997) 41930 


EUROPEAN UNION (EU) 

40th anniversary: (Mar 1997) 41564 

Agenda 2000: (Jul 1997) 41745-6; (Oct 1997) 
41887 

Agriculture: 
Beef (BSE) crisis (Feb 1997) 41516-17 
Beef labelling (Mar 1997) 41564 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) (Jul 1997) 

41745-6; (Oct 1997) 41887 


Subject index 


EUROPEAN UNION (EU) (contd) EUROPEAN UNION (EU) (contd) 3 
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Hamburg: State elections (Sep 1997) 41829 
Health: BSE beef scare (Jan 1997) 41468-9 
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GERMANY (contd) 


Human rights: (Jan 1997) 41464; (Jul 1997) 
41743 
Nuclear issues: Anti-nuclear protests (Mar 1997) 
41560 
Obituary of Remer (Nazi leader): (Oct 1997) 
41882 
Political parties: (Sep 1997) 41829 
Racial issues: 
see also Security 
Arson deaths of foreigners (Apr 1997) 41599 
Attacks on homes of refugees (May 1997) 41651 
Neo-Nazi links with military allegations (Dec 
1997) 41971-2 
Status of children of immigrants (Apr 1997) 
41599 
Religious affairs: Scientologists (Jan 1997) 
41464; (Jun 1997) 41697 
Resignations: Bank chief (Sep 1997) 41829 
Security: 
Ban on demonstrations commemorating the 
death of Hess (Aug 1997) 41782 
Demonstrations following arson deaths (Apr 
1997) 41599 
Neo-Nazis (May 1997) 41651; (Aug 1997) 
41782; (Dec 1997) 41971-2 
Police (Jul 1997) 41743 
. Strikes and demonstrations (Mar 1997) 41560 
Social Democratic Party (SPD): 
Election 1998 candidates for Chancellor (Apr 
1997) 41599 
Gold reserves revaluation plan criticised (May 
1997) 41650; (Jun 1997) 41696 
Hamburg elections reverses (Sep 1997) 41829 
Tax-reform legislation (Feb 1997) 41512; (Apr 
1997) 41599; (Jul 1997) 41743; (Aug 1997) 
41782; (Nov 1997) 41927; (Dec 1997) 41972 
Space research: Russian-German mission (Feb 
1997) 41522 
Trials: 
Berlin disco bombing (1986) (Nov 1997) 
41927-8 
Bosnian Serbs sentenced for massacring 
Muslims (May 1997) 41654; (Sep 1997) 41834 
Krenz (former East German head of state) (Aug 
1997) 41782; (Sep 1997) 41829 
Mykonos restaurant killings of Kurds verdicts 
(Apr 1997) 41612-13 
Schneider convicted of credit fraud and forgery 
(Dec 1997) 41972 
Stasi officers (Feb 1997) 41512 
Wolf (former Stasi chief) (Jan 1997) 41464; (May 
1997) 41651 
War crimes: Slave labour judgment (Nov 1997) 
41941 


GHANA 
Appointments: Ministerial (Nov 1997) 41901 
Economy: Taxation (Feb 1997) 41483 
Foreign relations: 
Nigeria (Jan 1997) 41435 
USA (Jan 1997) 41435 
President: Rawlings sworn in for second term 
(Jan 1997) 41435 


GIBRALTAR 


Security: Spanish ETA Basque separatists (Aug 
1997) 41783 

UK-Spain relations re future sovereignty: (Jan 
1997) 41462-3; (Jul 1997) 41742; (Dec 1997) 
41971 


GREECE 

Aid to: Albania (Oct 1997) 41876 

Air crash: (Dec 1997) 41972 

Economy: 
Agriculture (Jan 1997) 41462 
Austerity measures (Jan 1997) 41462; (Oct 

1997) 41887 

Budget (Nov 1997) 41928; (Dec 1997) 41972 
Currency (Nov 1997) 41928 
General strike (Oct 1997) 41887 
Trade unions (Oct 1997) 41887 

European Union (EU): 
Multi-speed Europe (Jan 1997) 41468 
Schengen Convention (Jun 1997) 41701 


GREECE (contd) 
Single currency (Jan 1997) 41462; (Apr 1997) 
41559; (Oct 1997) 41887; (Nov 1997) 41928 
Foreign relations: 
Albania (Mar 1997) 41556; 41558; (Aug 1997) 
41789; (Oct 1997) 41876 
Macedonia 
Crete summit (Nov 1997) 41934 
Negotiations on permanent name (Jun 1997) 
41704 
Visit by Greek Foreign Minister (Mar 1997) 
41556 
Serbia (Jan 1997) 41455 
Turkey 
Agreement on peaceful resolution of disputes 
(Jul 1997) 41746 
Crete summit (Nov 1997) 41934 
Cyprus 
Arms build-up (Jan 1997) 41461-2 
TRNC “partial integration” agreement (Aug 
1997) 41789 
Turkish military exercises (Nov 1997) 41929 
War games (Oct 1997) 41877 
Denial of violation of Greek airspace on 
Christmas Day (Dec 1997) 41973 
Expulsions of diplomats for spying (Dec 1997) 
41973 
Greek support for PKK Kurds alleged (Jun 
1997) 41703 
Wise men group to help resolve territorial 
disputes (Apr 1997) 41604 
Local government: Reform plans (Nov 1997) 
41928 
New Democracy party: Leader (Mar 1997) 41559 
Pan-Hellenic Socialist Movement (Pasok): 
Expulsion of deputies (Dec 1997) 41972 
Prime Minister: Visit to Albania (Oct 1997) 41876 
Security: Strikes and demonstrations (Jan 1997) 
41462; (Oct 1997) 41887; (Nov 1997) 41928 
Supreme Court rulings: Seizure of ex-King’s 
property upheld (Jun 1997) 41698 


GREENLAND see DENMARK 


GRENADA 
Dismissals: Ministerial (Jul 1997) 41732 
Obituary of Gairy (former Prime Minister): (Aug 
1997) 41769 


GROUP OF SEVEN see INDUSTRIALISED 
COUNTRIES 


GROUP OF TEN see INDUSTRIALISED 
COUNTRIES : 


GROUP OF 15 see DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
GROUP OF 24 see DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
GUAM, Air crash: (Aug 1997) 41779-80 


GUATEMALA 

see also CENTRAL AMERICA 

Appointments: 
Military (Jul 1997) 41729 
Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41442 

Armed forces: Leadership changes (Jul 1997) 
41729 

Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41442 

Dismissals: Military (Jul 1997) 41729 

Foreign relations: 
China (Jan 1997) 41441 
Taiwan (Jul 1997) 41738 
USA (May 1997) 41635 

Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity 
(URNG): 
Criticism of peace implementation (Sep 1997) 

41809 
Leadership elections (Sep 1997) 41809 
Moves to transform demobilised guerrillas into 
political party (Jun 1997) 41681 

Human rights: Truth Commission panel (Feb 
1997) 41491 

Managua Declaration on regional political 
union: (Sep 1997) 41813 


GUATEMALA (contd) 
National Vanguard Party (PAN): (Jun 1997) 
41681 
Peace accord: 
Anxieties over effect of new military 
appointments (Jul 1997) 41729 
International aid to support (Jan 1997) 41441 
UN observers vetoed by China (Jan 1997) 
41441 
URNG criticism of implementation of accord 
(Sep 1997) 41809 
US support for (May 1997) 41635 
Security: 
see also Guatemalan National Revolutionary 
Unity (URNG) 
Killing of politician (Jun 1997) 41681 
Trials: Police and former ministers for killing of law 
student (Aug 1997) 41769 
UN: Truth Commission panel (Feb 1997) 41491 


GUINEA 

Appointments: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41481; (Nov 
1997) 41899 

Cabinet: (Feb 1997) 41481; (Nov 1997) 41899 

Economy: Budget (Jan 1997) 41435 

Foreign relations: 
Belgium (Apr 1997) 41577 
Sierra Leone (May 1997) 41626; (Jun 1997) 

41672 

Rally of the Guinean People (RPG): (Jun 1997) 
41675 

Security: Coup plot allegations (Apr 1997) 41577 

Trials: RPG officials sentenced (Jun 1997) 41675 


GUINEA-BISSAU 

Appointments: Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41673 

Cabinet: (Jun 1997) 41673 

Constitutional Court: Ruling on appointment of 
Prime Minister (Oct 1997) 51850 

Economy: 
Civil servants’ protests (Jun 1997) 41673 
Franc zone entry (Jan 1997) 41435 

Foreign relations: Western Sahara (Apr 1997) 
41616 

President: Death of son in air crash (Feb 1997) 
41483 

Prime Minister: Correia dismissed and 
reappointed (Oct 1997) 41850 

Security: Riots (Jun 1997) 41673 


GULF CO-OPERATION COUNCIL (GCC) 
Bahrain-Qatar dispute: (Mar 1997) 41568-9 
Consultative council to be established: (Aug 
1997) 41797 

Foreign ministers’ meetings: (Jun 1997) 41716; 
(Sep 1997) 41844; (Nov 1997) 41940 

Foreign relations: UK (Dec 1997) 41981 

Iran: Improved relations (Nov 1997) 41939; (Dec 
1997) 41985 

lran-UAE dispute: (Dec 1997) 41981 

Summit: (Dec 1997) 41981 

Turkish offensive against Kurds criticised: (Jun 
1997) 41716 


GUYANA 

Appointments: (Mar 1997) 41534 

Corruption: Electoral fraud allegations (Dec 1997) 
41954 

Economy: Debt write-off (Apr 1997) 41586 

Elections: (Dec 1997) 41954 

Obituary of President Jagan: (Mar 1997) 41534 

Organisation of American States (OAS): (Dec 
1997) 41954 

People’s Progressive Party: (Apr 1997) 41586; 
(Dec 1997) 41954 

Political parties: (Dec 1997) 41954 

President: 
Death of Jagan (Mar 1997) 41534 
Hinds sworn in as interim president (Mar 1997) 

41534 

Janet Jagan sworn in (Dec 1997) 41954 

Racial issues: (Dec 1997) 41954 

Security: Demonstrations (Dec 1997) 41954 
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HAITI 
see also CARIBBEAN 
Appointments: Prime Minister (Jul 1997) 41732 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
membership: (Jul 1997) 41731 
Drugs: (Mar 1997) 41536 
Economy: 
Austerity programme (Jun 1997) 41682 
Budget (May 1997) 41633 
Foreign aid (Apr 1997) 41586 
IMF structural adjustment programme (Mar 
1997) 41536; (Apr 1997) 41585 
Trade unions (Mar 1997) 41536 
Elections: 
Congressional and local (Apr 1997) 41585-6 
Postponement of run-off elections (May 1997) 
41633; (Jun 1997) 41682 
Electoral commission established: (Nov 1997) 
41907 
Ferry disaster: (Sep 1997) 41812 
Foreign relations: 
Dominican Republic, Deportations of Haitians 
(Feb 1997) 41490 
USA (Oct 1997) 41859; (Dec 1997) 41956 
Land reform: (Feb 1997) 41490 
Lavalas Family party: (Apr 1997) 41586; (Jun 
1997) 41682 


Lavalas Political Organisation (OPL): (Jun 1997) 


41682 
Map: (Apr 1997) 41586 
Organisation of American States (OAS): 


Election procedures criticised (May 1997) 41633 


Resolutions on peacekeeping presence (Jun 
1997) 41683 
President: Land distribution (Feb 1997) 41490 
Prime Minister: 
Denis 
Nominated (Nov 1997) 41907 


Rejected by Chamber of Deputies (Dec 1997) 


41956 
Pierre 
Named as new PM (Jul 1997) 41732 


Rejected by Chamber of Deputies (Aug 1997) 


41769 
Smarth 
Censure motion defeated (Mar 1997) 41536 
Resignation (Jun 1997) 41682 
President urged to appoint new PM (Sep 
1997) 41812 
Withdrawal from government (Oct 1997) 
41859 
Resignations: 
Ministerial (Sep 1997) 41812 
Prime Minister (Jun 1997) 41682 
Security: 
Fears of violence (Dec 1997) 41956 
Student protests over school closures (May 
1997) 41633 
US troops to assist with public works projects 
(Dec 1997) 41956 
Violence (Mar 1997) 41536 
UN: 
Civilian police mission (Dec 1997) 41956 
Mission in Haiti (UNMIH) (Jan 1997) 41438; 
(Dec 1997) 41956 


HONDURAS 
see also CENTRAL AMERICA 
Appointments: 
Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41442 
Police chief (Aug 1997) 41766 
Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41442 
Constitution: National Congress size (Oct 1997) 
41859 
Defence: Armed forces, Abolition of 
Commander-in-chief post (Sep 1997) 41809 
Elections: 
Mayoral (Nov 1997) 41904 
Presidential and congressional (Nov 1997) 
41904; (Dec 1997) 41953 
Foreign relations: 
Nicaragua (Jun 1997) 41683 
Taiwan (Jul 1997) 41738; (Sep 1997) 41814 


HONDURAS (contd) 


Liberal Party of Honduras (PLH): (Nov 1997) 
41904; (Dec 1997) 41953 

Managua Declaration on regional political 
union: (Sep 1997) 41813 

Political parties: (Nov 1997) 41904; (Dec 1997) 
41953 

Religious affairs: Archbishop appointed as police 
chief (Aug 1997) 41766 

Security: Prison riots and escape (Aug 1997) 
41766 

Territorial waters: (Jun 1997) 41683 


HONG KONG 


Appointments: 

Executive Council of Special Administrative 
Region (HKSAR) (Jan 1997) 41446-7; (Jul 
1997) 41732-3 

Foreign affairs office chief (Chinese) (Jun 1997) 
41690-1 

Judiciary (May 1997) 41639 

Armed forces: 

Entry of Chinese Liberation Army (PLA) troops 
(Jul 1997) 41733 

Gurkhas’ right to move to UK (Feb 1997) 41494 

Chemical weapons: (May 1997) 41638 

China-Hong Kong road link approved: (Jan 
1997) 41447 

Citizens’ Party formed: (May 1997) 41639 

Corruption: 

Immigration chief's retirement controversy (Jan 
1997) 41447 

US extradition ruling controversy over Lui (Jan 
1997) 41447 

Democratic Party (DP): 

Condemnation of lawmaking by provisional 
assembly (Jan 1997) 41447; (May 1997) 
41638 

Criticism of Tung’s policy address (Oct 1997) 
41861 

Delegation visit to USA (Apr 1997) 41590 

Failure to obtain nominations for Chinese Ninth 
National People’s Congress (NPC) (Dec 1997) 
41960 

Proportional representation plans attacked by 
DP (Jul 1997) 41733 

Economy: 
Budget (Mar 1997) 41541-2 
Central bank (Oct 1997) 41861 
IMF annual assessment (Nov 1997) 41911 
Regional currency crisis (Oct 1997) 41860-1 
Stock market fall (Oct 1997) 41861 
Strength at time of handover (Jul 1997) 41732 
Elections: 

Electoral law (Sep 1997) 41814 

Timetable for 1998 announced (Jul 1997) 41733 
Foreign relations: 

Japan (May 1997) 41640 

Summit of the Eight communiqué (Jun 1997) 
41717 

Taiwan, Removal of Taiwanese flags (Oct 1997) 
41861 

UK, Opening of new consulate building (Jan 
1997) 41447 

USA (Jan 1997) 41447; (Mar 1997) 41542; (Apr 
1997) 41589; 41590; (Sep 1997) 41814 

Foreign trade: 

Taiwan (Jan 1997) 41446 

USA, Sanctions against company accused of 
selling chemical weapons (May 1997) 41638 

Governor: 

Bill of rights repeal proposal condemned (Jan 
1997) 41447 

Civil liberties proposals criticised (May 1997) 
41638-9 

Handover to China: 

see also Legislative Council (Legco) 

Ceremonies and meetings (Jul 1997) 41732 

Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) unit 
arrival (Apr 1997) 41590; (Jun 1997) 41690 

Joint Liaison Group (JLG), Chinese garrison 
impasse (Mar 1997) 41542; (Apr 1997) 41590 

Pre-handover legislation frozen (Jul 1997) 41733 

Preparatory Committee, Bill of rights repeal 
proposal (Jan 1997) 41447; (Feb 1997) 41493 


HONG KONG (contd) 


Right of abode for emigrants grace period 
extended (Apr 1997) 41590 
Human rights: 
Bill of rights repeal (Jan 1997) 41447; (Feb 
1997) 414923 
US extradition ruling controversy (Jan 1997) 
41447 > 
Judiciary: Nomination of chief justice (May 1997) 
41639 
Legislative Council (Legco): 
Legislation frozen by HKSAR (Jul 1997) 41733 
Select committee investigation early retirement 
of immigration chief (Jan 1997) 41447 
Media: Imprisoned journalist released by Chinese 
authorities (Jan 1997) 41447 
Provisional Legislative Council (PLC): 
Election law (Sep 1997) 41814 
Members sworn in (Jul 1997) 41733 
Policy address by Chief Executive (Oct 1997) 
41861 
Security: 
Closure of Vietnamese detention camp (Jan 
1997) 41447 
Demonstrations (Jun 1997) 41691; (Dec 1997) 
41960 
Triads, Pact with China reported (May 1997) 
41639 ; 
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR): 
Appointment of Chinese foreign affairs chief (Jun 
1997) 41690-1 
Basic Law (Feb 1997) 41493; (May 1997) 41639 
Boundaries redrawn (Aug 1997) 41771 
Chief Executive Tung 
Inaugural policy address (Jul 1997) 41733 
Planned visit to USA called off (Apr 1997) 
41590 
Policy address to Provisional Legislative 
Council (PLC) (Oct 1997) 41861 
Sworn in (Jul 1997) 41732-3 
Visit to USA with Chan and Lee (Sep 1997) 
41814 
Civil liberties discussions (Feb 1997) 41493; 
(Apr 1997) 41590; (May 1997) 41638-9 
Civil service continuity (Feb 1997) 41493—4; 
(Mar 1997) 41542 
Elections to Ninth National People’s Congress 
(NPC) (Dec 1997) 41960 
Executive Council (Jan 1997) 41446-7; (Jul 
1997) 41732-3 
Provisional assembly 
First meeting/election of Speaker (Jan 1997) 
41447 
Status question (Apr 1997) 41590 
Passage of first law (May 1997) 41638 
UK passports for non-Chinese Hong Kong 
residents: (Feb 1997) 41494 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


see also AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL; DEATH 
PENALTY; EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS; UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS (UNCHR) 
Algeria: (Aug 1997) 41796; (Nov 1997) 41935 
Argentina: 
Galtieri arrest warrant issued in Spain (Mar 
1997) 41532 
Police brutality (Apr 1997) 41584 
Spanish arrest warrants for former naval officers 
involved in “disappeared” (Oct 1997) 41858 
Australia: Aborigines (May 1997) 41644; (Dec 
1997) 41966 
Belarus: (Feb 1997) 41509; (Apr 1997) 41610 
Bolivia: (Jun 1997) 41680 
Brazil: (Apr 1997) 41584; (Jul 1997) 41730 
Burma: (Feb 1997) 41502; (Apr 1997) 41594; (Jun 
1997) 41684; 41686 
Burundi: 
see also REFUGEES, Burundi 
Government forcibly “regrouping” people (Mar 
1997) 41526 
Cambodia: (Sep 1997) 41821-2; (Oct 1997) 
41870 
Cameroon: (Jul 1997) 41725 
Canada: (Jan 1997) 41442 
Chad: (Jan 1997) 41433; (Apr 1997) 41578 
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HUMAN RIGHTS (contd) 
Chile: (Jul 1997) 41730; (Oct 1997) 41858 
China: 
ba resolution defeated at UN (Apr 1997) 
589 
Labour activists imprisoned (Jun 1997) 
41689-90 
Releases of dissidents (Nov 1997) 41912 
Reprieve for four Tiananmen Square protestors 
(Jun 1997) 41689 
State Council white paper on religious freedom 
(Oct 1997) 41860 
US protests concerning (Oct 1997) 41860 
US report (Jan 1997) 41445-6 
Wei Jingsheng released for medical treatment in 
USA (Nov 1997) 41912 
Workers’ protests over wage arrears (Oct 1997) 
41860 
Colombia: (Jul 1997) 41731; (Aug 1997) 41767; 
(Nov 1997) 41905 
Congo, Democratic Republic of (formerly 
Zaire): (Jun 1997) 41669; (Jul 1997) 41723; 
(Aug 1997) 41759; (Sep 1997) 41800; (Oct 
1997) 41848; (Nov 1997) 41896-—7; (Dec 1997) 
41946 
Croatia: (Sep 1997) 41834 
Cuba: (Jan 1997) 41442; (Apr 1997) 41585 
_ Dominican Republic: (Feb 1997) 41490 
East Timor: (Jun 1997) 41685 
Equatorial Guinea: (Jul 1997) 41723 
Estonia: (Jan 1997) 41460; (Nov 1997) 41924 
Europe: Single European Court of Human Rights 
to be established (Oct 1997) 41887 
France: (Mar 1997) 41561 
Germany: (Jan 1997) 41464; (Jul 1997) 41743 
Guatemala: Truth Commission panel (Feb 1997) 
41491. 
Hong Kong: 
Bill of rights repeal (Jan 1997) 41447; (Feb 
1997) 414923 
US extradition ruling controversy (Jan 1997) 
41447 
Indonesia: (Feb 1997) 41502; (Jun 1997) 41685; 
(Nov 1997) 41918-19 
International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (1966): (Aug 1997) 41772 
International Federation of Human Rights 
Leagues (FIDH): (Jan 1997) 41433 
Kenya: (Jan 1997) 41432; (Apr 1997) 41578-9 
Korea, North: (Aug 1997) 41772 
Kyrgyzstan: (Jun 1997) 41694; (Nov 1997) 41912 
Mali: (Sep 1997) 41804 
Mauritania: (Dec 1997) 41944 
Mexico: (Mar 1997) 41535; (Oct 1997) 41856; 
(Nov 1997) 41904 
Nigeria: 
Abacha’s possible amnesty offer (Nov 1997) 
41899 
Abiola’s continued detention (Nov 1997) 41899 
Canada’s suspension of diplomatic relations over 
(Mar 1997) 41528 
Commonwealth call for further information (Feb 
1997) 41481 
Death of journalist following release from police 
custody (Oct 1997) 41849 
Objectors to oil and gas exploitation (Jun 1997) 
41672 
Palestine (West Bank and Gaza Strip): (Feb 
1997) 41519; (Dec 1997) 41982 
Papua New Guinea: (May 1997) 41644 
Peru: (Mar 1997) 41533; (Apr 1997) 41582-3; 
(Jun 1997) 41681; (Jul 1997) 41730 
Rwanda: 
see also UNITED NATIONS, Rwanda: Genocide 
tribunal 
Allegations of new massacres (Nov 1997) 41897 
Attacks on survivors of 1994 genocide (Mar 
1997) 41525-6 
France blamed for role in 1994 genocide (Nov 
1997) 41897 
Government denial of allegations of massacres 
(Aug 1997) 41761 
Visit of UN high commissioner for human rights 
(Dec 1997) 41947 
Saudi Arabia: (Nov 1997) 41936 
Singapore: (Nov 1997) 41918 


HUMAN RIGHTS (contd) 
Sri Lanka: (Sep 1997) 41821 
Sudan: (Nov 1997) 41900; (Dec 1997) 41949 
Tibet: (Dec 1997) 41961 
Tunisia: (Jan 1997) 41473; (Aug 1997) 41797 
Turkey: (Aug 1997) 41788; (Nov 1997) 41930 
UK: (Feb 1997) 41516; (Mar 1997) 41563 
Uruguay: (Jun 1997) 41679 
USA: (Aug 1997) 41765; (Sep 1997) 41808 
Vietnam: (Sep 1997) 41823; (Nov 1997) 41917 
Zaire: (Apr 1997) 41573; (Jun 1997) 41669 
Zambia: (Nov 1997) 41897 
Zimbabwe: (May 1997) 41624 


HUNGARY 
Alliance of Free Democrats: Leadership (Apr 
1997) 41607; (May 1997) 41655-6 
Constitution: Wording of referendum (Oct 1997) 
41873 
Corruption: 
Peto (privatisation controversy) (Apr 1997) 
41607 
Privatisation scandal (Apr 1997) 41607; (Jun 
1997) 41706; (Jul 1997) 41750 
Defence: Romania agreement (Feb 1997) 41511 
Dismissals: Intelligence service officials (Mar 
1997) 41554 
Economy: 
Budget (Dec 1997) 41977 
Land laws (Oct 1997) 41873 
Privatisation (Oct 1997) 41873 
World Bank loan (Mar 1997) 41554 
Environment: Gabcikovo-Nagymaros hydroelectric 
project dispute with Slovakia (Mar 1997) 41553; 
(Sep 1997) 41831 
European Union (EU) membership question: 
(May 1997) 41655; (Dec 1997) 41968 
Federation of Young Democrats-Hungarian 
Civic Party (Fidesz-MPP): (Sep 1997) 41831; 
(Dec 1997) 41977 
Foreign relations: 
Italy (May 1997) 41655 
Romania 
Ciorbea’s visit to Hungary (Mar 1997) 41558 
Defence agreement (Feb 1997) 41511 
Horn’s visit to Romania (Oct 1997) 41874 
President Goncz’s visit to Romania (May 
1997) 41655 
Romanian education law amendments (Dec 
1997) 41978 
Slovakia 
Hydroelectric project dispute (Mar 1997) 
41553; (Sep 1997) 41831 
Repatriation proposals for ethnic Hungarians 
dispute (Sep 1997) 41831 
Summit (Aug 1997) 41791 
Slovenia (May 1997) 41655 
Hungarian Democratic Forum (MDF): (Mar 1997) 
41554; (Sep 1997) 41831; (Dec 1997) 41977 
Hungarian Socialist Party (MSzP): (Mar 1997) 
41554; (Jun 1997) 41706 
NATO membership ambitions: (Feb 1997) 41511; 
(May 1997) 41655; (Oct 1997) 41873; (Nov 
1997) 41932 
Political parties: (Mar 1997) 41554; (Sep 1997) 
41831; (Dec 1997) 41977 
President: 
Central European summit (Jun 1997) 41711 
Visits to, Romania (May 1997) 41655 
Prime Minister: 
Meetings with 
Romanian Prime Minister (Mar 1997) 41558 
Slovakian Prime Minister (Aug 1997) 41791 
Slovenian and Italian Prime Ministers (May 
1997) 41655 
Vetting committee report on Horn (Sep 1997) 
41831 
Visit to Romania (Oct 1997) 41874 
Referendum: 
NATO membership application favoured (Nov 
1997) 41932 
Wording criticised (Oct 1997) 41873 
Security: Intelligence Office (Mar 1997) 41554 
War crimes: Agreement on implementation of 
1947 Paris Peace Treaty (Mar 1997) 41553 
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IBRD see WORLD BANK 


ICELAND 
Economy: EU liquor monopoly ruling (Mar 1997) 
41563 
Foreign relations: 
Norway (Nov 1997) 41924 
Taiwan (Oct 1997) 41861 


ICJ see INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
(ICJ) 


ICRC see INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
RED CROSS/RED CRESCENT (ICRC) 


IDA see INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATION (IDA) 


IDB see INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 
(IDB) 


IGAD see INTER-GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY ON 
DEVELOPMENT (IGAD) 


IMF see INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND (IMF) 


IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION 
Asylum issues: 
UK (Feb 1997) 41516; (Nov 1997) 41931-2 
USA, Return of Cubans involved in hijackings 
(Oct 1997) 41859 
Australia: Restrictions on immigration (May 1997) 
41644 
Austria: (Feb 1997) 41512 
Central American summit: (May 1997) 41634 
Denmark: Government policy (Oct 1997) 41882 
European Union (EU): Schengen Convention (Jul 
1997) 41746 
France: 
National laws amendments (Dec 1997) 41971 
Opposition to proposed legislation on foreign 
visitors (Feb 1997) 41513 
Policy announcements (Aug 1997) 41782-3; 
(Dec 1997) 41971 
Review of legislation promised (Jun 1997) 41695 
Germany: 
Arson deaths (Apr 1997) 41599 
Attacks on homes of refugees (May 1997) 41651 
Status of “guest” children (Apr 1997) 41599 
Iran: (Jan 1997) 41472 
Macedonia: Illegal Albanian immigrants (Sep 
1997) 41835 
Saudi Arabia: Expulsion of illegal workers (Oct 
1997) 41889 
Slovakia: Appeal to Romanies not to seek asylum 
abroad (Nov 1997) 41931—2 
Spain: Security systems for North African enclaves 
(Sep 1997) 41828 


INDIA 
50th anniversary of independence celebrations: 
(Aug 1997) 41775; (Oct 1997) 41865 
Akali Dal: Punjab elections (Feb 1997) 41499 
Andra Pradesh: Maoist People’s War Group 
(PWG) (Jan 1997) 41448 
Appointments: 
Banking (Nov 1997) 41914 
Ministerial (Apr 1997) 41586-7; (May 1997) 
41636; (Jun 1997) 41691 
Prime Minister (Apr 1997) 41586—7 
Assam: 
Assassination attempt on Chief Minister (Jun 
1997) 41691 
Banning of Bodoland Liberation Tigers Front 
(Oct 1997) 41865 
Bombing (Jul 1997) 41740 
Fighting with militants (Dec 1997) 41965 
National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) 
(Aug 1997) 41775 
United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) (Sep 
1997) 41820 
Violence (Aug 1997) 41775 . 
Aviation: Air crashes (Nov 1997) 41914 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP): 


Subject index 


INDIA (contd) 
Ayodhya mosque conspiracy charges (Sep 
1997) 41820 
Coalition negotiations with Congress (I) (Dec 
1997) 41964 
Parliamentary seats (Mar 1997) 41543 
Political negotiations (Nov 1997) 41914 
Punjab elections (Feb 1997) 41499 
Uttar Pradesh (Oct 1997) 41864—5 
Bihar: 
Calls for imposition of direct president's rule (Jul 
1997) 41740; (Aug 1997) 41774 
Chief Minister (Jul 1997) 41739-40; (Aug 1997) 
41774 
Deployment of paramilitaries (Jun 1997) 41691 
Election preparations (Dec 1997) 41964 
Massacre (Dec 1997) 41965 
Yadav (JD leader) (Apr 1997) 41587; (Jun 1997) 
41691; (Jul 1997) 41739-40; (Dec 1997) 
41964 
Bombay: Demonstration deaths (Jul 1997) 41740 
Cabinet: (Apr 1997) 41586-—7; (May 1997) 41636; 
(Jun 1997) 41691 
Chemical weapons: (Aug 1997) 41797 
Communist Party of India (CPI): (Dec 1997) 
41965 
Congress (I): 
Coalition negotiations with BUP (Dec 1997) 
41964 
Defeat in Punjab state elections (Feb 1997) 
41499 
Defections (Dec 1997) 41964 
Gandhi, Sonia (May 1997) 41636—7; (Aug 1997) 
41774 
Kesri 
Elected parliamentary leader (Jan 1997) 
41448 
Re-elected party president (Jun 1997) 41691 
Leadership (May 1997) 41636-—7; (Jun 1997) 
41691 
Negotiations with United Front (Apr 1997) 
41586-7 
Plenary session (Aug 1997) 41774 
Withdrawal of support from 
Coalition government (Mar 1997) 41543; (Nov 
1997) 41914 
Government austerity programme (Jan 1997) 
41448 
Corruption: 
see also Trials 
Bihar, Yadav (Jun 1997) 41691; (Jul 1997) 
41739-40; (Aug 1997) 41774; (Dec 1997) 
41964 
Bofors (Feb 1997) 41499-500; (May 1997) 
41637 
Condemned by Prime Minister Gujral (Aug 1997) 
41775 
Janata Dal (JD) (Apr 1997) 41586—7; (Jun 1997) 
41691; (Jul 1997) 41739-40; (Aug 1997) 
41774 
St Kitts forgery case (Jun 1997) 41691 
Death penalty: (Nov 1997) 41914 
Defence: 
Deaths of Defence Minister and senior officers 
(Nov 1997) 41914 
Landmines (Sep 1997) 41845 
Prithvi missile production (Sep 1997) 41820 
Disasters: 
Ferry lost on the River Ganges (Sep 1997) 
41820 
Fires 
New Delhi cinema (Jun 1997) 41691 
Oil refinery (Sep 1997) 41820 
Orissa state pilgrim encampment (Feb 1997) 
41500 
Tamil Nadu temple (Jun 1997) 41691 
Flood deaths (Aug 1997) 41775 
Landslides in Sikkim (Jun 1997) 41691 
Rail crash (Sep 1997) 41820 
School bus crash (Nov 1997) 41914 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK): (Jul 1997) 
41740; (Nov 1997) 41914 
Earthquake: (May 1997) 41637 
Economy: 
Budget (Mar 1997) 41543—4; (May 1997) 41636 
Deficit-reduction measures (Sep 1997) 41819 


Subject index 


INDIA (contd) 
Energy needs (May 1997) 41636; (Jun 1997) 
41692; (Jul 1997) 41739 
Privatisation (Sep 1997) 41819 
Reserve Bank of India (Nov 1997) 41914 
Trade unions (Jan 1997) 41448 
Elections: 
Legislative, Timetable (Dec 1997) 41964 
Presidential (Jul 1997) 41740 
Punjab state (Feb 1997) 41499 
Vice-President (Aug 1997) 41775 
Environment: 
Hydroelectric agreement with Nepal (Jun 1997) 
41692 
Water-sharing agreement with Bangladesh (Jul 
1997) 41739 
Foreign relations: 
Bangladesh (Jul 1997) 41739 
Bhutan (Apr 1997) 41588 
Fiji (Sep 1997) 41825 
Nepal, Water treaty ratified (Jun 1997) 41692 
Pakistan 
Demonstrations by Pakistanis (Oct 1997) 
41865 
Eighth round of talks (Mar 1997) 41543 
Exchanges of fire on line of control (Aug 1997) 
41775; (Sep 1997) 41819; (Oct 1997) 41865 
Expulsion of diplomats (Sep 1997) 41819; 
(Oct 1997) 41865 
Kashmir talks (Jun 1997) 41691; (Sep 1997) 
41819; (Dec 1997) 41965 
Kashmir and visit of Queen Elizabeth II (Oct 
1997) 41865 
Ministerial meetings (Apr 1997) 41588 
Prime Ministers’ meetings (May 1997) 41636; 
(Sep 1997) 41819 
Sri Lanka (Nov 1997) 41914 
UK, Visit of Queen Elizabeth Il (Oct 1997) 41865 
USA 
Expulsion of US envoys (Feb 1997) 41500 
Visit by US Commerce Secretary (Dec 1997) 
41965 
Foreign trade: 
Pakistan (May 1997) 41636 
USA (Dec 1997) 41965 
Gandhi, Rajiv: Assassination investigation report 
(Nov 1997) 41914 
Gujarat: Demonstration deaths (Jul 1997) 41740 
Jammu and Kashmir: see KASHMIR 
Janata Dal (JD): 
Appointment of Gujral as Prime Minister (Apr 
1997) 41586-7 
Corruption allegations (Apr 1997) 41586—7; (Jun 
1997) 41691; (Jul 1997) 4173940 
National convention (Aug 1997) 41774 
Split (Jul 1997) 41740; (Aug 1997) 41774 
Yadav arrested (Jul 1997) 41739-40 
Jharkand Mukti Morcha party (JMM): (Sep 1997) 
41820 
Judicial reforms: (Jul 1997) 41740 
Kashmir: see KASHMIR 
Kerala: Bombings (Dec 1997) 41965 
Lok Sabha: Dissolved (Dec 1997) 41964 
Madhya Pradesh: Earthquake (May 1997) 41637 
Manipur: 
Ceasefire between underground groups (Aug 
1997) 41775 
Killings of security personnel (Dec 1997) 41965 
Media: Broadcasting restrictions (May 1997) 
41637 
Nagaland: 
Killings (Jul 1997) 41740 
Truce between banned National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland-lsaac Muivah (MSCN-IM) 
and government forces (Aug 1997) 41775 
New Delhi: Bombings (Dec 1997) 41965 
Obituary of Mother Teresa: (Sep 1997) 41820 
Orissa: Fire in pilgrim encampment (Feb 1997) 
41500 
Political parties: (Feb 1997) 41499; (Apr 1997) 
41587 
President: 
Narayanan sworn in (Jul 1997) 41740 
Uttar Pradesh crisis (Oct 1997) 41864 
Prime Minister: 
Deve Gowda 
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INDIA (contd) 


Austerity programme (Jan 1997) 41448 
Resignation (Apr 1997) 41586 
Gujral 
Sworn in (Apr 1997) 41586-7 
Address for independence anniversary 
celebrations (Aug 1997) 41775 
Meetings with Pakistan Prime Minister (May 
1997) 41636; (Sep 1997) 41819 
Uttar Pradesh crisis (Oct 1997) 41864 
Resignation (Nov 1997) 41914 
Visit to Nepal (Jun 1997) 41692 
Punjab: 
State elections, Congress (I) defeated (Feb 
1997) 41499 
Train bomb (Jul 1997) 41740 
Rao: see Trials 
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD): Formation of party 
(Jul 1997) 41740; (Aug 1997) 41774 
Refugees from Bhutan: (Apr 1997) 41588 
Religious affairs: 
Catholic Church, Death of Mother Teresa (Sep 
1997) 41820 
Hindu-Muslim tension (Mar 1997) 41543 
Tripura (Feb 1997) 41499 
Resignations: 
Bihar Chief Minister (Jul 1997) 41739-40 
Prime Minister (Apr 1997) 41586; (Nov 1997) 
41914 
Security: 
Arrests 
Assam and Kashmir separatists (Sep 1997) 
41820 
Bhutan refugee leader (Apr 1997) 41588 
Assassination attempt on Assam Chief Minister 
(Jun 1997) 41691 
Bodoland Liberation Tigers Front (Assam 
militants) banned (Oct 1997) 41865 
Hindu-Muslim riots in Coimbatore (Nov 1997) 
41914 
Killings 
Assam (Jul 1997) 41740; (Aug 1997) 41775; 
(Dec 1997) 41965 
Bihar (Dec 1997) 41965 
Bombay (Jul 1997) 41740 
Gujarat (Jul 1997) 41740 
Hyderabad bombing (Nov 1997) 41914 
Kashmir (Mar 1997) 41544; (Jul 1997) 41740 
Kerala (Dec 1997) 41965 
Manipur (Dec 1997) 41965 
Nagaland (Jul 1997) 41740 
New Delhi (Dec 1997) 41965 
Punjab train bomb (Jul 1997) 41740 
Tamil Nadu (Dec 1997) 41965 
Trade union leader (Jan 1997) 41448 
Manipur ceasefire (Aug 1997) 41775 
Maoist People’s War Group (PWG), Andra 
Pradesh violence (Jan 1997) 41448 
Nagaland truce (Aug 1997) 41775 
Tripura tribal violence (Feb 1997) 41499 
Uttar Pradesh (Mar 1997) 41543; (Oct 1997) 
41864 
Shiv Sena (pro-Hindu party): (Dec 1997) 41965 
Tamil Maanila Congress (TMC): (May 1997) 
41636 
Tamil Nadu: 
Bombings (Dec 1997) 41965 
Hindu-Muslim riots in Coimbatore (Nov 1997) 
41914 
Links alleged between LTTE and Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam with killing of Rajiv 
Gandhi (Nov 1997) 41914 
Tamil Nadu People’s Congress: (Dec 1997) 
41964 
Trials: 
Ayodhya mosque suspects (Sep 1997) 
41819-20 
Murderers of Sikhs (Nov 1997) 41914 ~ 
Rao 
Opening of corruption and criminal conspiracy 
trial (Sep 1997) 41820 
Withdrawal of St Kitts forgery case (Jun 1997) 
41691 
Yadav (JD president and Bihar chief minister) 
(Jun 1997) 41691 
Trinamul Congress: (Dec 1997) 41964 
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INDIA (contd) 
Tripura: Tribal violence (Feb 1997) 41499 
United Front coalition: 
Resignation of Deve Gowda government (Apr 
1997) 41586 
Uttar Pradesh crisis (Oct 1997) 41864 
Withdrawal of Congress (I) support (Mar 1997) 
41543; (Nov 1997) 41914 
Uttar Pradesh: 
Atrocities against Dalits (Oct 1997) 41864 
Ayodhya mosque conspiracy charges (Sep 
1997) 41820 
Bahujan Samaj party (Oct 1997) 41864 
Lawlessness (Mar 1997) 41543 
Political crisis (Oct 1997) 41864—5 


INDIAN OCEAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR 
REGIONAL CO-OPERATION (IONARC), 
Inaugural meeting: (Mar 1997) 41570 


INDONESIA 
Air crashes: (Sep 1997) 41824; (Dec 1997) 41962 
Appointments: 
Military (Jun 1997) 41685; (Aug 1997) 41778 
Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41685 
Armed forces: (Mar 1997) 41547; (Jun 1997) 
41685; (Aug 1997) 41778 
- Arms deals with: 
Russia (Aug 1997) 41778 
USA, Cancelled (Jun 1997) 41685 
Corruption: 
Election fraud allegations (May 1997) 41644 
Gold find hoax (May 1997) 41644; (Oct 1997) 
41869 
Drought: (Oct 1997) 41869 
Earthquake in Sulawesi: (Sep 1997) 41824 
East Timor: 
see also UN subhdg below 
All-Inclusive Intra-East Timorese Dialogue 
(AIETD) (Oct 1997) 41869 
Death of resistance leader David Alex (Jul 1997) 
41735 
Election violence (May 1997) 41644 
Human rights (Jun 1997) 41685; (Nov 1997) 
41918-19 
South African intervention (Aug 1997) 41758; 
41778 
University campus stormed by troops (Nov 1997) 
41918 
Economy: 
Budget (Jan 1997) 41450 
Central bank (Jul 1997) 41735; (Aug 1997) 
41778 
Currency difficulties (Jul 1997) 41735; (Aug 
1997) 41778 
Economists team to respond to financial crisis 
(Aug 1997) 41778 
Financial crisis (Aug 1997) 41778; (Oct 1997) 
41861; (Nov 1997) 41918 
IMF credit approved (Nov 1997) 41918 
Palm oil plantations (Sep 1997) 41824 
Reform package (Nov 1997) 41918 
Elections: 
Legislative 
Candidates (Jan 1997) 41450 
Results (May 1997) 41643; (Jun 1997) 41685 
Madura (Jun 1997) 41685 
Environment: Forest fires (Sep 1997) 41823—4; 
(Oct 1997) 41869 
Ethnic issues: 
Riots (Jan 1997) 41450 
Transmigration programme (Jan 1997) 41450 
West Kalimantan (Borneo) violence (Jan 1997) 
41450; (Feb 1997) 41501; (Mar 1997) 41547 
Foreign relations: 
Australia, Maritime treaty (Mar 1997) 41547 
Burma (Sep 1997) 41821 
Portugal (May 1997) 41644 
South Africa (Aug 1997) 41758; 41778 
USA (Jun 1997) 41685 
Foreign trade: 
Korea, South (Nov 1997) 41918 
Russia (Aug 1997) 41778 
Golkar alliance: Election victory (May 1997) 
41643; (Jun 1997) 41685 


INDONESIA (contd) 
Human rights: (Feb 1997) 41502; (Jun 1997) 
41685; (Nov 1997) 41918-19 
see also East Timor 
Indonesian Democratic Party (PDI): 
Election results (May 1997) 41643; (Jun 1997) 
41685 
Faction clashes (Apr 1997) 41595 
Megawati Sukarnoputri 
Exclusion from list of parliamentary candidates 
(Jan 1997) 41450 
Rallies in support of (Apr 1997) 41595 
Indonesian United Democratic Party (PUDI): 
Arrest of Bintang (Mar 1997) 41547 
Irian Jaya: Drought and famine (Oct 1997) 41869 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF): Peace 
talks (Jan 1997) 41451 
Nuclear energy: (Feb 1997) 41501; (Aug 1997) 
41778 
Obituary of minister: (Dec 1997) 41962 
People’s Democratic Party (PRD): (Apr 1997) 
41595 
Political parties: (May 1997) 41643 
President: 
Business interests (Nov 1997) 41918 
Suharto looking towards 7th term (May 1997) 
41643; (Oct 1997) 41869 
Security: 
see also East Timor 
Arrests 
Bintang and other PUDI officials (Mar 1997) 
41547 
West Java (Nov 1997) 41919 
Call for reduction of military intervention in 
politics (Mar 1997) 41547 
Election violence (May 1997) 41643—4; (Jun 
1997) 41685 
Ethnic riots and violence (Jan 1997) 41450; (Feb 
1997) 41501; (Mar 1997) 41547; (Apr 1997) 
41595; (Sep 1997) 41824 
Sulawesi: 
Earthquake (Sep 1997) 41824 
Unrest (Sep 1997) 41824 
Trials: PRD members (Apr 1997) 41595 
UN: 
East Timor question (May 1997) 41644; (Aug 
1997) 41778 
Investigation of death of East Timor resistance 
leader (Jul 1997) 41735 
United Development Party (PPP): (May 1997) 
41643; (Jun 1997) 41685 
West Kalimantan (Borneo): Ethnic violence (Jan 
1997) 41450; (Feb 1997) 41501; (Mar 1997) 
41547 


INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRIES 

Group of Seven (G-7): Finance ministers and 
central bank governors meetings (Feb 1997) 
41521-2; (Apr 1997) 41617; (Sep 1997) 41844 

Group of Ten (G-10): (Apr 1997) 41617; (Sep 
1997) 41844 

Summit of the Eight (G-7 plus Russia): (Jun 
1997) 41717 


INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (IDB), 
Guatemala: (Jan 1997) 41441 


INTER-GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY ON 

DEVELOPMENT (IGAD) 

Somalia: (Dec 1997) 41950 

Sudan southern civil war: (May 1997) 41627; 
(Jul 1997) 41720; (Aug 1997) 41761; (Sep 1997) 
41804; (Oct 1997) 41852; (Nov 1997) 41900; 
(Dec 1997) 41950 

Summit: (Jul 1997) 41725 


INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION 
AND DEVELOPMENT (IBRD) see WORLD BANK 


INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF JURISTS (ICJ) 
Singapore: (Nov 1997) 41918 
Tibet: (Dec 1997) 41960-1 


INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED 
CROSS/CRESCENT (ICRC) 
Albania: (Apr 1997) 41597 


INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED 
CROSS/CRESCENT (ICRC) (contd) 
Colombia: Hostage release (Jun 1997) 41681 
Iran: Earthquake relief (Feb 1997) 41520 
Japan-North Korea agreement on home visits 
of Japanese wives: (Sep 1997) 41816 

Korea, North: Famine (May 1997) 41641; (Jun 
1997) 41689; (Sep 1997) 41817; (Dec 1997) 
41958-9 

Landmines campaign: (Sep 1997) 41845 

Peru hostage crisis: (Jan 1997) 41439; (Feb 
1997) 41488; (Mar 1997) 41533; (Apr 1997) 
41582 

Rwanda: Withdrawal of personnel (Feb 1997) 
41478 

Tajikistan: (Feb 1997) 41500 

Zaire: (May 1997) 41621 


INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE (ICJ) 
Lockerbie bombing: Dispute between Libya and 
the UK and USA (Oct 1997) 41891 
Slovakia-Hungary hydroelectric project dispute: 
(Mar 1997) 41553; (Sep 1997) 41831 


INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 
(IDA) 
Armenia credits: (Aug 1997) 41788 
Georgia: (Sep 1997) 41836 


INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND (IMF) 
Albania: (Jan 1997) 41454; (Apr 1997) 41597; 
(Sep 1997) 41835; (Nov 1997) 41933 
Argentina: (May 1997) 41632-3 
Asian financial crisis chronology: (Dec 1997) 
41963 
Azerbaijan: (Dec 1997) 41973 
Bulgaria: (Jan 1997) 41453; (Feb 1997) 41506; 
(Mar 1997) 41558; (Apr 1997) 41604—5; (Oct 
1997) 41876 
Burma: (Mar 1997) 41545 
Compensatory and contingency financing 
facility (CCFF): Bulgaria (Apr 1997) 41604; 
(May 1997) 41653 
Currency markets study asked for by G-15 
summit: (Nov 1997) 41941 
Emergency aid for: 
Korea, South (Nov 1997) 41909 
Rwanda (Apr 1997) 41574; (Dec 1997) 41947 
Enhanced structural adjustment facility (ESAF): 
Cameroon (Aug 1997) 41763 
Kenya (Aug 1997) 41762 
Macedonia (Apr 1997) 41605 
Pakistan (Oct 1997) 41865-6 
Uganda (Nov 1997) 41900 
Zambia (Jun 1997) 41675 
Estonia agreement: (Nov 1997) 41924 
Extended fund facility (EFF): 
Croatia (Mar 1997) 41555; (Oct 1997) 41874 
Moldova (Nov 1997) 41930 
Pakistan (Oct 1997) 41865—6; (Dec 1997) 41966 
Panama (Dec 1997) 41953 
Philippines (Jul 1997) 41735 
Russia (Feb 1997) 41508; (Apr 1997) 41609; 
(Oct 1997) 41880; (Dec 1997) 41975 
Ukraine (Mar 1997) 41551; (Jun 1997) 41710 
Hong Kong annual assessment: (Nov 1997) 
41911 
Membership: Palau (Dec 1997) 41968 
Mexico: (Jan 1997) 41441 
Pakistan: (Mar 1997) 41543 
Palestinian economy: (Mar 1997) 41566 
Papua New Guinea: (Sep 1997) 41825 
Spring and autumn meetings: (Apr 1997) 41617; 
(Sep 1997) 41844 
Standby arrangements: 
Bulgaria (Mar 1997) 41558; (Apr 1997) 41604 
Indonesia (Nov 1997) 41918 
Korea, South (Dec 1997) 41957 
Latvia (Oct 1997) 41881; (Dec 1997) 41976 
Romania (Apr 1997) 41606—7; (May 1997) 
41655 
Thailand (Aug 1997) 41777 
Ukraine (Aug 1997) 41787; (Nov 1997) 41923 
Uruguay (Jun 1997) 41679 Py 
Structural adjustment programmes: Haiti (Mar 
1997) 41536; (Apr 1997) 41585 
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Subject index 


INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND (IMF) (contd) 
Supplemental Reserve Facility (SRF): Korea, 
South (Dec 1997) 41957 
Tajikistan emergency post-conflict assistance 
scheme: (Dec 1997) 41966 
Thailand: 
Appeal for help in crisis (Jul 1997) 41734; (Aug 
1997) 41777 
Rescue package (Sep 1997) 41844; (Oct 1997) 
41868; (Nov 1997) 41916; (Dec 1997) 
41962-3 
Turkey: (Nov 1997) 41929-30; (Dec 1997) 41973 
World Economic Outlook: (Apr 1997) 41618; 
(Sep 1997) 41844 
World growth forecast reduction (Dec 1997) 
41963 
Yemen: (Nov 1997) 41936 
Zimbabwe: (Sep 1997) 41801 


INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION (IWC) 
see ENVIRONMENT 


INTERNET/WORLD WIDE WEB 
China: (Jan 1997) 41446 
Vietnam: (Mar 1997) 41546; (May 1997) 41643 
WTO Information technology agreement: (Mar 
1997) 41570 


IONARC see INDIAN OCEAN NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION FOR REGIONAL CO-OPERATION 
(IONARC) 


IRA see IRELAND, NORTHERN, Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) 


IRAN 
Air crash (military aircraft): (Mar 1997) 41567 
Appointments: 
Ministerial (Aug 1997) 41792 
Presidential advisers (Aug 1997) 41793; (Oct 
1997) 41888 
Vice-presidents (Aug 1997) 41792-3 
Arms trade: 
Missile co-operation with Russia and China 
allegations (Sep 1997) 41842 
US prevention of aircraft purchase (Nov 1997) 
41939 
Ayatollah Khamenei: Legitimacy attacked by 
Ayatollah Montazeri (Nov 1997) 41939 
Chemical weapons: (May 1997) 41638; (Nov 
1997) 41941 
Constitution: (Dec 1997) 41980 
Council of Constitutional Guardians: 
Presidential candidates approved (May 1997) 
41661 
Council of Ministers: (Aug 1997) 41792 
Death penalty: (Sep 1997) 41843 
Defence: Naval exercises (Oct 1997) 41888 
Earthquakes: (Feb 1997) 41520; (Mar 1997) 
41567; (May 1997) 41661 
Economy: Budget (Dec 1997) 41980 
Elections: 
By-elections (Feb 1997) 41520 
Presidential (May 1997) 41661; (Jun 1997) 
41716 
Espionage: 
Russian expulsion of Iranian embassy employee 
(Nov 1997) 41939 
US spy executed (Sep 1997) 41843 
Foreign relations: 
Afghanistan (Jun 1997) 41693; (Dec 1997) 
41966 
Azerbaijan, Espionage (Apr 1997) 41612 
Bahrain (Mar 1997) 41569 
European Union (EU) (Apr 1997) 41612-13; 
(Jun 1997) 41716; (Aug 1997) 41793; (Sep 
1997) 41843; (Nov 1997) 41939 
Germany 
German statement on bilateral relations (Aug 
1997) 41793 
Mykonos deaths ruling by German court (Apr 
1997) 41612-13; (Jun 1997) 41716; (Sep 
1997) 41843 
Gulf Co-Operation Council (GCC) (Jun 1997) 
41716 
Iraq (Jan 1997) 41472; (Jun 1997) 41715; (Aug 


IRAN (contd) 
1997) 41793; (Sep 1997) 41842; (Oct 1997) 
41888 
Israel (Sep 1997) 41842 
Kuwait (Jun 1997) 41716 
Lebanon (Oct 1997) 41888 
Moldova (Nov 1997) 41939 
Pakistan (Sep 1997) 41819 
Palestinians (Jan 1997) 41470 
Russia (Nov 1997) 41939 
Saudi Arabia (Jan 1997) 41473; (Jul 1997) 
41756 
Sudan (Mar 1997) 41527 
Syria (Jun 1997) 41715; (Jul 1997) 41756; (Aug 
1997) 41793 
Turkey, Turkish offensive against Kurds (May 
1997) 41652; (Jun 1997) 41703 
Uganda (Mar 1997) 41527 
United Arab Emirates (Dec 1997) 41981 
USA 
Despatch of US aircraft carrier to Gulf (Oct 
1997) 41888 
Execution of US spy (Sep 1997) 41843 
lran-Russia-China missile co-operation 
allegations (Sep 1997) 41842 
MKO placed on list of banned terrorist 
organisations by USA (Oct 1997) 41888 
President Khatami’s call for dialogue (Dec 
1997) 41980 
Prevention of Iranian aircraft purchase from 
Moldova (Nov 1997) 41939 
Reaction to election of President Khatami (Jun 
1997) 41716 
Saudi Arabia Al-Khobar bomb investigations 
(Jan 1997) 41473 
Foreign trade: 
European Union (EU) (Sep 1997) 41843; (Nov 
1997) 41939 
France (Sep 1997) 41842 
Malaysia (Sep 1997) 41842 
Russia (Sep 1997) 41842 
Turkmenistan (Oct 1997) 41866; (Dec 1997) 
41966 
Freedom Movement of Iran: (Dec 1997) 41980 
Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC): Improved 
relations with (Nov 1997) 41939; (Dec 1997) 
41985 
Immigration and emigration: Dismissal of foreign 
workers (Jan 1997) 41472 
Kurds: see KURDS 
Majlis: Speaker (May 1997) 41661 
Mujahedeen-i-Khalq (MKO): 
Added to list of banned terrorist organisations in 
USA (Oct 1997) 41888 
Baghdad offices attacked (Jan 1997) 41472 
Camps within Iraq attacked (Sep 1997) 41842 
Nuclear issues: lran-Russia agreement on 
nuclear power plant (Sep 1997) 41842 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
summit: (Dec 1997) 41985 
Petroleum: 
Criticism of Azerbaijan-USA deal (Aug 1997) 
41788 
French investment in gas industry controversy 
(Sep 1997) 41842 
Relations with Saudi Arabia (Jul 1997) 41756 
President: 
Election of Khatami (May 1997) 41661; (Jun 
1997) 41716 
Inauguration of Khatami (Aug 1997) 41792 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
(Dec 1997) 41985 
Talks with Gulf Co-Operation Council (GCC) 
(Dec 1997) 41985 
Qazvin province created: (Jan 1997) 41472 
Refugees: (Jan 1997) 41472 
Rushdie affair: Increased reward offered for 
Rushdie’s death (Feb 1997) 41520 
Security: 
see also \slamic militants; KURDS 
Arrests, Opposition leader (Dec 1997) 41980 
Demonstrations and violence (Nov 1997) 41939 
Release of Iraqi prisoners of war (Sep 1997) 
41842 
Sentencing of Iranian for killings of Kurds in 
Germany (Apr 1997) 41612-13 


IRAN (contd) 
Servants of Iran’s Construction (Group of 
Sixteen-G-16): (Jun 1997) 41716 
Sport: Qualification for World Cup (Nov 1997) 
41939 


IRAQ 
Appointments: 
Military Industrialisation Organisation (mio) 
director (Jun 1997) 41716 
Ministerial (Aug 1997) 41793 
Cabinet: (Aug 1997) 41793 
Chemical weapons: 
Discovered in 1992 by UN inspectors (Aug 
1997) 41797 
Gulf War (Apr 1997) 41580 
US statement on Iraqi capability (Nov 1997) 
41938 
Death penalty: (Feb 1997) 41520; (Mar 1997) 
41567; (Dec 1997) 41982 
Defence: 
see also Chemical weapons 
Armed forces, Execution of officers reported for 
coup plot (Feb 1997) 41520 
Landmines (Sep 1997) 41845 
Economy: Energy deal with Turkey (May 1997) 
41661-2 
Foreign relations: 
Bahrain (Nov 1997) 41938 
Gulf Co-Operation Council (GCC) (Jun 1997) 
41716; (Sep 1997) 41844 
Iran (Jan 1997) 41472; (Jun 1997) 41715; (Aug 
1997) 41793; (Sep 1997) 41842 
Jordan (Dec 1997) 41982 
Kuwait (Nov 1997) 41938 
Russia (Nov 1997) 41938 
Saudi Arabia (Apr 1997) 41613 
Syria (Jun 1997) 41715; (Aug 1997) 41793; (Nov 
1997) 41938 
Turkey, Criticism of Turkish offensive against 
Kurds (May 1997) 41652 
UK (Nov 1997) 41938 
USA 
see also UN 
Aircraft carrier despatched to Gulf (Oct 1997) 
41888 
Deployment of alliance warplanes and naval 
vessels in Gulf (Nov 1997) 41938 
Foreign trade: 
Jordan (Dec 1997) 41982 
Russia (Mar 1997) 41567 
Syria (Aug 1997) 41793 
Turkey (May 1997) 41661-2 
Kurds: see KURDS 
Obituaries: 
Former Prime Minister (May 1997) 41662 
Presidential adviser (Jan 1997) 41472 
Opposition activities: 
Iraqi National Congress (INC) disintegration 
reported (Mar 1997) 41567 
Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in 
Iraq (SAIRI) (Feb 1997) 41520 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC): 
(Jun 1997) 41715 
Petroleum: see UN 
Rail crash: (Aug 1997) 41793 
Saddam Hussein: 
Assassination attempts on 
Qusai Hussein (Mar 1997) 41567 
Udai Hussein (Jan 1997) 41472; (Jun 1997) 
41715-16 
Family difficulties (Jan 1997) 41472 
Qusai reportedly replaced as Baghdad wien! 
‘chief (Aug 1997) 41793 
Secu 


urity: 
Attack on MKO Baghdad offices (Jan 1997) 
41472 
Attack on World Health Organisation offices (Oct 
1997) 41888 
Coup plot failure report (Feb 1997) 41520 
Execution of Jordanians for smuggling car parts 
(Dec 1997) 41982 
UN: 


Compensation Commission report on reparation qt 


payments (Mar 1997) 41567 


Subject index 
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IRAQ (contd) 
Complaint to Security Council over Turkish 
offensive against Kurds (May 1997) 41652 
Food delivery (Mar 1997) 41567; (Apr 1997) 
41613 
Malnutrition of children (UNICEF-WFP survey) 
(Jun 1997) 41715 
4 Oil for food deal (Jun 1997) 41715; (Aug 1997) 
41793; (Sep 1997) 41842; (Oct 1997) 41888; 
(Dec 1997) 41980 
Special Commission (UNSCOM) head appointed 
(May 1997) 41661 
Suspension of oil exports (Dec 1997) 41980 
Travel ban on Iraqi officials (Nov 1997) 41938 
Violation of southern air exclusion zone by Iraqi 
helicopters (Apr 1997) 41613 
Weapons inspections 
Access to presidential and sovereign sites 
withheld (Dec 1997) 41980 
Exclusion of US inspectors called for by Iraq 
(Oct 1997) 41888 
Expulsion of US inspectors (Nov 1997) 41938 
Long-range missile parts agreement (Feb 
1997) 41519-20 
Russian intervention to calm crisis (Nov 1997) 
41938 
Special Commission (UNSCOM) reports (Apr 
1997) 41613; (Oct 1997) 41888 
Suspension of UNSCOM operations (Oct 
1997) 41888 
Withdrawal of UNSCOM (Nov 1997) 41938 
World Health Organisation (WHO): Baghdad 
offices attacked (Oct 1997) 41888 


IRELAND, NORTHERN 

Alliance Party: (May 1997) 41648 

Belfast: Election of Catholic mayor (Jun 1997) 
41699 

Combined Loyalist Military Command (CLMC): 
Disbanded (Oct 1997) 41886 

Constitutional forum: see Peace process 

Democratic Unionist Party (DUP): 


IRELAND, NORTHERN (contd) 


Peace initiative (May 1997) 41648; (Jul 1997) 
41744-5 

New Anglo-lrish peace iniative (Jun 1997) 41699 

Sinn Féin invitation (Aug 1997) 41781; (Sep 
1997) 41825-6 

Withdrawal of UUP (Oct 1997) 41886 


Political parties: (May 1997) 41648 
Progressive Unionist Party (PUP): (Sep 1997) 


41826 


Security: 


see also \rish Republican Army (IRA) 

Arson attacks (Apr 1997) 41600 

Bomb attack in Markethill blamed on republican 
paramilitaries (Sep 1997) 41826 

Deteriorating situation (Jan 1997) 41467; (Dec 
1997) 41970 

Loyalist prison riot (Apr 1997) 41600 

Marching season parades (May 1997) 41648; 
(Jul 1997) 41745 

Maze prison 
Escape attempt foiled (Mar 1997) 41563 
Escape of Avril (Dec 1997) 41970 
Killing of loyalist leader (Dec 1997) 41970 

Plans to scrap internment (Sep 1997) 41826 

Police (Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC)) (Jul 
1997) 41745 

Relaxation of security measures (Nov 1997) 
41926 

Release of republican prisoners for Christmas 
(Dec 1997) 41970 

Shooting of loyalist (Nov 1997) 41926 

Targeting of Sinn Féin offices (Mar 1997) 41563 


Sinn Féin: 


Adams, Gerry 

Call on government to reopen dialogue (Feb 
1997) 41516 

Election to UK Parliament (May 1997) 41648 

Guarded welcome to peace iniative (Jun 1997) 
41699 

Meetings with Blair (Oct 1997) 41886; (Dec 
1997) 41970 


Local elections (May 1997) 41648 
Peace process (Jul 1997) 41745; (Aug 1997) 
41781 
Elections: Local (May 1997) 41648 
Human rights: McAliskey detention (Feb 1997) 
41516; (Mar 1997) 41563 
Irish Nationalist Liberation Army (INLA): (Dec 
1997) 41970 
irish Republican Army (IRA): 
Attacks on RUC officers (Jan 1997) 41467 
Bombings 
Motorways and transport system (Apr 1997) 
41600 


Wilmslow (Mar 1997) 41563 

Convictions in London (Dec 1997) 41970 

Denial of defections (Nov 1997) 41926 

Disruption campaign of hoaxes and small bombs 
(Apr 1997) 41600 

Escape of Avril from Maze prison (Dec 1997) 
41970 

Killing of RUC officers (Jun 1997) 41699 

McAliskey detention (Feb 1997) 41516; (Mar 
1997) 41563 

Maze prison escape attempt foiled (Mar 1997) 
41563 

Mitchell principles question (Sep 1997) 41825-6; 
(Nov 1997) 41926 

Reclassification of republican prisoners (Aug 
1997) 41781 

Restoration of ceasefire (Jul 1997) 41744; (Aug 
1997) 41781; (Nov 1997) 41926 

Warnings of violence (Feb 1997) 41516 

Whitemoor escape trial abandoned (Jan 1997) 
41467-8 

Loyalist Volunteer Force: (Nov 1997) 41926; 

(Dec 1997) 41970 

Peace process: 

All party talks (Jan 1997) 41467; (Mar 1997) 
41563; (Oct 1997) 41886 

Arms decommissioning difficulties (Jun 1997) 
41699 

Blair (UK Prime Minister) 

with Adams (Oct 1997) 41886; (Dec 
1997) 41970 


Talks with UK Northern Ireland Secretary (Aug 
1997) 41781 
Adoption of Mitchell principles (Sep 1997) 
41925-6; (Nov 1997) 41926 
Entry into talks process (Sep 1997) 41925-6 
Invitation to multi-party talks (Aug 1997) 41781 
Local election successes (May 1997) 41648 
McGuinness, Election to UK Parliament (May 
1997) 41648 
Offices targeted (Mar 1997) 41563 
Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP): 
Belfast mayor (Jun 1997) 41699 
Call for IRA ceasefire (Feb 1997) 41516 
Local elections (May 1997) 41648 
Trials: Whitemoor escape trial abandoned (Jan 
1997) 41467-8 
Ulster Democratic Party: (Apr 1997) 41600; (Sep 
1997) 41826 
Ulster Freedom Fighters: (Apr 1997) 41600 
Ulster Unionist Party (UUP): (May 1997) 41648; 
(Jun 1997) 41699; (Jul 1997) 41744—5; (Aug 
1997) 41781; (Sep 1997) 41826; (Oct 1997) 
41886 
Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF): (Oct 1997) 41886; 
(Nov 1997) 41926 


IRELAND, REPUBLIC OF 
Appointments: Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41699; (Oct 
1997) 41886 
Cabinet: (Jun 1997) 41699 
Corruption: 
Burke inquiry (Sep 1997) 41827; (Oct 1997) 
41886 


Haughey (Apr 1997) 41600—1; (Jul 1997) 41745; 
(Aug 1997) 41783-—4; (Sep 1997) 41827 
Political corruption tribunal (Apr 1997) 41600-1 
Economy: 
Budget (Jan 1997) 41468; (Dec 1997) 41979 
Taxation (Jan 1997) 41468; (May 1997) 41649; 
(Dec 1997) 41979 
Trade unions (Jan 1997) 41468 
Elections: 
Legislative 
Timetable (May 1997) 41649 


27 


IRELAND, REPUBLIC OF (contd) 
Results (Jun 1997) 41698 
Presidential 
Date set (Sep 1997) 41827 
Success for McAleese (Oct 1997) 41886 
Fianna Fail: 
Election campaign (May 1997) 41649 
Election results (Jun 1997) 41698-9 
Fine Gael: 
Election campaign (May 1997) 41649 
Election results (Jun 1997) 41698-9 
Labour Party: Resignation of Dick Spring (Nov 
1997) 41926 
Political parties: (May 1997) 41649; (Jun 1997) 
41698 
President: 
McAleese elected (Oct 1997) 41886 
Robinson 
Decision not to seek re-election (Mar 1997) 
41564 
Early resignation (Jul 1997) 41745; (Sep 
1997) 41827 
Nomination as UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (Jun 1997) 41717; (Sep 
1997) 41827 
Progressive Democrats: (May 1997) 41649; (Jun 
1997) 41698-9 
Religious affairs: Catholic priest convicted of 
sexual abuse (Jul 1997) 41745 
Resignations: 
Labour Party leader (Nov 1997) 41926 
Ministerial (Oct 1997) 41886 
Sinn Féin: (Jun 1997) 41698 
Trials: Priest convicted of sexual abuse (Jul 1997) 
41745 


ISRAEL 
see also MIDDLE EAST, Peace process 
Appointments: 

Attorney General (Jan 1997) 41470-1 

Ministerial (Jul 1997) 41754—5 

Prime Minister’s Office chief (Dec 1997) 41982 

Security (Jul 1997) 41755 

Arms trade with: 
Lebanon (Apr 1997) 41615 
Poland (Oct 1997) 41872 

Aviation: Army helicopter collision (Feb 1997) 
41517 

Cabinet: (Jul 1997) 41754—-5 

Corruption: 

Bar-On (Attorney General) scandal (Jan 1997) 
41470-1; (Feb 1997) 41518; (Apr 1997) 
41613—14; (May 1997) 41662 

Olmert (Jan 1997) 41471 

Defence: 

see also LEBANON, South Lebanese Army 
(SLA) 

Armed forces 
Helicopter collision (Feb 1997) 41517 
Northern defences (Jan 1997) 41470 

Lebanon fighting see Foreign relations: Lebanon; 

LEBANON, Hezbollah 

Mossad Working Plan on Syrian defences 
published (Jan 1997) 41470 

Economy: 

Budget (Jan 1997) 41471 

Exchange rate policy (Jun 1997) 41714 

General strikes (Sep 1997) 41841; (Dec 1997) 
41982 

Trade unions (Dec 1997) 41982 

Espionage: Israeli spy sentenced by Egyptian 

court (Sep 1997) 41841 

Foreign relations: 

Bosnia-Herzegovina (Sep 1997) 41841 

Croatia (Aug 1997) 41796 

Czech Republic (Sep 1997) 41831 

Egypt (Feb 1997) 41518; (Aug 1997) 41794; 
(Sep 1997) 41841 

European Union (EU) (Aug 1997) 41794 

Iran (Sep 1997) 41842 

Japan (Aug 1997) 41796 

Jordan >, 
Attack on Israeli embassy (Sep 1997) 41841 
Condemnation of Jerusalem suicide bombing 

(Aug 1997) 41794 


Subject index 


ISRAEL (contd) 
Helicopter crash deaths condolences (Feb 
1997) 41517 
Killing of Israeli schoolgirls by Jordanian 
soldier (Mar 1997) 41566; (Jun 1997) 
41714—15; (Jul 1997) 41755 
Mossad involvement in failed assassination of 
Hamas official alleged (Sep 1997) 41841; 
(Oct 1997) 41890 
Release of Shaikh Yassin (Oct 1997) 41890 
Resignation of Israeli ambassador to Jordan 
(May 1997) 41662 
Settlements issue (Feb 1997) 41518 
Trade fair protests (Jan 1997) 41472 
Water supplies dispute (May 1997) 41662 
Korea, South (Aug 1997) 41796 
Lebanon 
see also LEBANON, Hezbollah 
Casualty figures (Jan 1997) 41471-2 
Israel-Lebanon Monitoring Group (ILMG) (Jan 
1997) 41471; (May 1997) 41663 
Israeli presence policy debate (Feb 1997) 
41517 
Jerusalem suicide bomb (Aug 1997) 41794 
Lebanese Christians sentenced for contacts 
with Israeli agents (Nov 1997) 41937 
Rocket attack on northern Israel (Jan 1997) 
41471 
SLA warning to Israel against withdrawal of 
troops (Oct 1997) 41889 
UN Resolution on Qana shelling (Jun 1997) 
41715 
Withdrawal from Lebanon calls in wake of 
failed commando raid (Sep 1997) 41840-1; 
(Oct 1997) 41889; (Nov 1997) 41937 
Russia (Mar 1997) 41566 
Saudi Arabia (Aug 1997) 41794 
Sudan (Jun 1997) 41673—4; (Oct 1997) 41890 
Syria 
see also MIDDLE EAST, Peace process; 
MIDDLE EAST, Peace talks 
Damascus bombing blamed on Mossad (Jan 
1997) 41471 
Turkey (Jun 1997) 41715; 41716; (Dec 1997) 
41982 
UK (Nov 1997) 41937 
USA 
Adoption of Vanunu by US couple (Oct 1997) 
41890 
Conversions controversy (Oct 1997) 41889 
Extradition of US teenager question (Oct 
1997) 41890 
Jerusalem suicide bomb condemned (Aug 
1997) 41794 
Lebanon and Syria policies (Feb 1997) 41517 
Netanyahu’s visits to USA (Feb 1997) 41517; 
(Apr 1997) 41614; (Nov 1997) 41937 
Palestine Congressional vote on Jerusalem 
(Jun 1997) 41714 
Settlements issue (Feb 1997) 41518; (Mar 
1997) 41564—5; (May 1997) 41662; (Sep 
1997) 41840 
Visit by US Secretary of State (Sep 1997) 
41839-40 
Vatican (Nov 1997) 41937 
Foreign trade: 
Egypt (Mar 1997) 41566 
Jordan (Nov 1997) 41939 
Qatar (Mar 1997) 41566 
Russia (Mar 1997) 41566 
Turkmenistan (Mar 1997) 41566 
Knesset: Arab Jerusalem census blocked (Dec 
1997) 41981 
Labour Party: Leadership (Jun 1997) 41714 
Likud: 
Defeat of no-confidence motion (Jun 1997) 
41714 
Electoral primaries abolition proposed (Nov 
1997) 41937 
Map: (Mar 1997) 41565 
Nuclear issues: 
Adoption of Vanunu by US couple (Oct 1997) 
41890 
Compensation for death of worker at Dimona 
reactor (Oct 1997) 41889-90 


ISRAEL (contd) 
Obituary of Herzog (former President): (Apr 

1997) 41614 

President: Talks with Palestinian President (May 

1997) 41662 

Prime Minister: 

Bar-On (Attorney General) appointment 
corruption scandal (Jan 1997) 41470-—1; (Feb 
1997) 41518; (Apr 1997) 41613-14; (May 
1997) 41662 

Comments about left-wing controversy (Oct 
1997) 41889 

Conversions controversy (Oct 1997) 41889 

Dispute with Finance Minister Meridor over 
finance policy (Jun 1997) 41714 

Jerusalem suicide bombing reaction (Aug 1997) 
41794 

Meetings with 
Arafat (Jan 1997) 41469; (Feb 1997) 41518; 

(Oct 1997) 41890-1 
Egyptian President (Feb 1997) 41518 
Hussein of Jordan (Feb 1997) 41518; (Apr 
1997) 41614 
US Secretary of State (Sep 1997) 41840 

Resignation of director-general of PM's office 
(Nov 1997) 41937 

Security department (Jul 1997) 41755 

Visits to 
Japan (Aug 1997) 41796 
Korea, South (Aug 1997) 41796 
Russia (Mar 1997) 41566 
UK (Nov 1997) 41937 
USA (Feb 1997) 41517; (Apr 1997) 41614; 

(Nov 1997) 41937 
Religious affairs: 
Conversions controversy (Oct 1997) 41889 
Vatican accord (Nov 1997) 41937 
Resignations: 

Ambassador to Jordan (May 1997) 41662 

Attorney General (Jan 1997) 41471 

Director-general of Prime Minister's office (Nov 
1997) 41937 

Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41471; (Apr 1997) 41614; 
(Jun 1997) 41714 

Security: 

Arrests 
Hamas members (Apr 1997) 41614 
Palestinian police officers (Aug 1997) 41794 

Bombings 
Jerusalem (Aug 1997) 41794; (Sep 1997) 

41839 
Tel Aviv (Jan 1997) 41471; (Mar 1997) 41566; 
(Apr 1997) 41614 

Clash with Palestinian villagers in West Bank 
(Feb 1997) 41519 

Killings, Israeli schoolgirls by Jordanian soldier 
(Mar 1997) 41566 

Mossad (Jan 1997) 41470; 41471; (Sep 1997) 
41841; (Oct 1997) 41890 

Rabin assassination, Leaking of annex to report 
concerning role of an Israeli double agent 
(Nov 1997) 41937 

Release of Shaikh Yassin (Oct 1997) 41890 

Vanunu, Adopted by US couple (Oct 1997) 
41890 

Shas: Attorney General appointment allegations 

(Jan 1997) 41471 

Trials: 

German on terrorism charges (Dec 1997) 41982 

Neeman (former Justice Minister) acquitted (May 
1997) 41662 

Olmert (campaign financing fraud) (Jan 1997) 
41471 

US teenager extradition question (Oct 1997) 
41890 

UN: Resolution on Qana shelling (Lebanon) (Jun 

1997) 41715 


ISRAELI-OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 
see also MIDDLE EAST, Peace process; 
PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS (WEST BANK AND 
GAZA STRIP) 
East Jerusalem: 
Har Homa settlement (Feb 1997) 41517—18; 
(Mar 1997) 41564—5; (Apr 1997) 41614 


ISRAELI-OCCUPIED TERRITORIES (contd) 
Killing of Jewish seminary student (Nov 1997) 
41940 
Settlements: 
Clashes between settlers and Israeli troops (May 
1997) 41662 
Har Homa (Feb 1997) 41517—18; (Mar. 1997) 
41564-5; (Apr 1997) 41614 
Ras al-Amud (Sep 1997) 41840 
US report (May 1997) 41662 
UN: General Assembly resolution on settlement 
activity (Apr 1997) 41614; (Aug 1997) 41795 
West Bank: 
Clashes (Mar 1997) 41564—5; (Apr 1997) 
41614-15 
Military redeployment issue (Nov 1997) 41940; 
(Dec 1997) 41981 


ITALY 
Assisi: Earthquakes and tremors (Sep 1997) 
41829; (Oct 1997) 41883 
Berlusconi, Silvio: Bribery and corruption charges 
(Jan 1997) 41465; (Dec 1997) 41972 
Communist Refoundation (RC): 

Albanian crisis (Apr 1997) 41596 

European monetary union (Apr 1997) 41598 

Local elections (Apr 1997) 41598; (Nov 1997) 
41928 

Opposition to budget (Oct 1997) 41883 

Constitution: 

Constitutional Court (Jan 1997) 41465 

Constitutional reform commission (Jan 1997) 
41465; (Jun 1997) 41697; (Jul 1997) 41743—-4 

Royal heirs right of return (Apr 1997) 41598 

Corruption: 

see also Trials 

Berlusconi, Silvio Ger 1997) 41465; (Dec 1997) 
41972 

Fiat executives (Apr 1997) 41598 

Judicial reform bill to tackle backlog of comiption 
cases (Jan 1997) 41465-6 

Defence: 

Armed forces 
see also UN 
Albanian peacekeeping force (Apr 1997) 

41596-7; (Jul 1997) 41747; (Aug 1997) 
41789 
Eurofighter (Dec 1997) 41968—9 
Drugs: Mafia (Mar 1997) 41559 
Earthquakes: (Sep 1997) 41829; (Oct 1997) 
41883 
Economy: 

see also European Union (EU) 

Agriculture (Jan 1997) 41466; (Mar 1997) 41559 

Bank of Italy (Jan 1997) 41466; (Mar 1997) 
41559; (Dec 1997) 41972 

Budget (Mar 1997) 41559; (May 1997) 41650; 
(Sep 1997) 41828; (Oct 1997) 41883; (Dec 
1997) 41972 

Deficit (Apr 1997) 41598 

Interest rates (Jan 1997) 41466; (Jun 1997) 
41697-8; (Dec 1997) 41972 

Pension reform (Oct 1997) 41883; (Nov 1997) 
41928 

Three-year strategy (May 1997) 41650 

Trade unions (Nov 1997) 41928 

Unemployment (Mar 1997) 41559 

Elections: 

Local (Apr 1997) 41598; (May 1997) 41650; 
(Nov 1997) 41928 

Senate, Di Pietro (Nov 1997) 41928 

European Union (EU): 

Dairy farming (Jan 1997) 41466; (Mar 1997) 
41559 

Environmental fines (Jan 1997) 41468 

Eurofighter (Dec 1997) 41968-9 

Rice quotas set by EU (Jan 1997) 41469 

Single currency (Jan 1997) 41466; (Feb 1997) 
4151213; (Mar 1997) 41559; (Apr 1997) 
41598; (May 1997) 41650; (Sep 1997) 41828; 
(Oct 1997) 41883; (Nov 1997) 41928 

Foreign relations: 

Albania (Mar 1997) 41557; 41558; (Apr 1997) 
41596-7; (May 1997) 41654; (Aug 1997) 
41789-90; (Dec 1997) 41979 : 

Ethiopia (Dec 1997) 41949 7 


Subject index 
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ITALY (contd) 
Hungary (May 1997) 41655 
y Kenya (Apr 1997) 41578 
Russia (Nov 1997) 41928 
Slovenia (May 1997) 41655 
Turkey, Kurdish refugees (Dec 1997) 41973 
Forza Italia: 
see also Berlusconi, Silvio 
Constitutional reform (Jan 1997) 41465 
Freedom Alliance: 
) Albanian crisis (Apr 1997) 41596 
| Constitutional reform (Jan 1997) 41465 
| Local elections (May 1997) 41650 
Friuli and the Veneto movement: (Feb 1997) 
41513 
| Mafia: 
| see also Trials: Andreotti, Falcone assassination 
Anti-Mafia operations (Mar 1997) 41559 
Arrests of Sicilian Cosa Nostra leaders (Jun 
1997) 41697 
Troops deployed in Naples (Jul 1997) 41744 
Naples: Troops deployed (Jul 1997) 41744 
National Alliance (AN): 
Constitutional reform (Jan 1997) 41465 
Local elections (Apr 1997) 41598 
Northern League (LN): 
Assembly (Nov 1997) 41928 
Bossi indicted (Jun 1997) 41697 
Constitutional reform (Jun 1997) 41697 
Local elections (Apr 1997) 41598; (May 1997) 
41650 
“Padania” 
“Elections” (Oct 1997) 41883 
Referendum claims (May 1997) 41650 
Party congress (Feb 1997) 41513 
Secessionist rallies (Sep 1997) 41829 
Obituary of Mussolini’s son: (Jun 1997) 41698 
Olive Tree alliance: 
Albanian crisis (Apr 1997) 41596 
Budget (Sep 1997) 41828 
Constitutional reform (Jan 1997) 41465; (Jun 
1997) 41697 
Di Pietro’s election to Senate (Nov 1997) 41928 
European monetary union plans (Mar 1997) 
% 41559; (Apr 1997) 41598; (Sep 1997) 41828 
Government crisis (Oct 1997) 41883 
Local elections (Apr 1997) 41598; (May 1997) 
41650; (Nov 1997) 41928 
Party of the Democratic Left (PDS): 
Constitutional reform (Jan 1997) 41465 
Local elections (Apr 1997) 41598 
Party congress (Feb 1997) 41513 
President: Central European summit (Jun 1997) 
41711 
Prime Minister: 
Andreotti trial (Aug 1997) 41783 
Court ruling that Prodi should not stand trial 
(Dec 1997) 41972 
Economic programme (May 1997) 41650 
Meetings with, Slovenian and Hungarian Prime 
Ministers (May 1997) 41655 
Visit to Albania (Apr 1997) 41596 
Referendum: Low turnout (Jun 1997) 41697 
Refounded Communists (RC): see Communist 


Refoundation Party 
Refugees: 
| ' Deportation of Albanians (Dec 1997) 41979 
) From Albania (Mar 1997) 41558; (May 1997) 
41654 
Kurds from Turkey (Dec 1997) 41973 
Resignations: Judge in Berlusconi trial (Jan 1997) 
41465 
Security: 
see also Mafia 
Albanian refugee crisis (Mar 1997) 41558 
Bombings (Apr 1997) 41598 
Farmers’ protests (Jan 1997) 41466 
Freihetlichen separatist group (Aug 1997) 41783 
Northern pro- and anti-secession rallies (Sep 
1997) 41829 
Red Brigade leader's return (Jul 1997) 41744 
Venetian separatists’ actions (May 1997) 41650; 
(Jul 1997) 41744 
Court: Left-wing militants’ sentences 
upheld (Jan 1997) 41466 
Trials: 


ITALY (contd) 


see also Corruption; Mafia 

Andreotti (Aug 1997) 41783 

Berlusconi, Paolo (Jan 1997) 41465 

Berlusconi, Silvio and others on bribery charges 
(Jan 1997) 41465; (Dec 1997) 41972 

Bossi (Jun 1997) 41697 

Falcone assassination (Sep 1997) 41828-9 

Fiat executives (Apr 1997) 41598 

Prodi ruling (Dec 1997) 41972 

Rainer for murder of fellow German-speaking 
separatist (Aug 1997) 41783 


Venetian separatists sentenced (Jul 1997) 41744 
UN: Somalia peacekeepers torture allegations (Jun 


1997) 41697; (Aug 1997) 41783 

War crimes: 
Apology to Ethiopia (Dec 1997) 41949 
Priebke (Feb 1997) 41522; (Jul 1997) 41757 


J 


JAMAICA 


Drugs: Anti-trafficking agreement with USA (May 
1997) 41635 

Elections: (Dec 1997) 41956 

Foreign relations: 
USA (May 1997) 41635 
Venezuela (Nov 1997) 41907 

Obituary of Manley: (Mar 1997) 41536-7 

People’s National Party (PNP): (Mar 1997) 
41536-7; (Dec 1997) 41956 

Political parties: (Dec 1997) 41956 

Security: Killing of Venezuelan ambassador (Nov 
1997) 41907 


JAPAN 


AIDS: (Mar 1997) 41539 
Appointments: Ministerial (Sep 1997) 41815 
Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN): (Jan 1997) 41445 
Cabinet: (Sep 1997) 41815 
Constitution: Yasukuni Shrine donations ruling 
(Apr 1997) 41592 
Corruption: 
Dai-Ichi Kangyo Bank (DKB) (Jun 1997) 41688; 
(Jul 1997) 41736 
Daiwa Securities Co. (Sep 1997) 41816; (Dec 
1997) 41959 
Fujinami (Mar 1997) 41539 
Hashimoto sex scandal allegations (Dec 1997) 
41960 
Izui (Jan 1997) 41444—5; (Feb 1997) 41497; 
(Sep 1997) 41815; (Dec 1997) 41960 
Mitsubishi Motors Corp. (Oct 1997) 41862 
Nikko Securities (Oct 1997) 41862; (Dec 1997) 
41959 
Nomura (Mar 1997) 41539; (Apr 1997) 41592; 
(May 1997) 41640; (Jun 1997) 41687-8; (Jul 
1997) 41736; (Sep 1997) 41816; (Oct 1997) 
41862 
Okamitsu (former health minister) (Mar 1997) 
41539 
Sato, Resignation from Cabinet over 1976 
Lockheed scandal (Sep 1997) 41815 
Sokaiya (crime syndicates) scandal (Oct 1997) 
41862; (Dec 1997) 41959 
Sumitomo copper scandal (Jan 1997) 41445; 
(Feb 1997) 41497 
Tomobe (member of House of Councillors) (Feb 
1997) 41497 
Yamaichi Securities Co. (Jul 1997) 41736; (Sep 
1997) 41816 
Defence: 
see also Foreign relations: USA 
Landmines (Sep 1997) 41845 
Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ): 
Izui corruption allegations (Dec 1997) 41960 
Leadership system (Sep 1997) 41815 
Disasters: Mud avalanche (Jul 1997) 41736 
Economy: 
see also Corruption 
Administrative reform council report (Aug 1997) 
41771-2 
Bank of Japan (Feb 1997) 41496-7; (Nov 1997) 
41908 
Bankruptcies 


JAPAN (contd) 


All Corp (Jan 1997) 41445 
Hokkaido Takushoku bank (Nov 1997) 41908 
Nissan Mutual Life insurance company (Apr 
1997) 41592 
Sanyo Securities (Nov 1997) 41908 
Yamaichi Securities Co. (Nov 1997) 41908; 
41910 
“Big bang” (Jun 1997) 41688; (Jul 1997) 41736 
Budget (Mar 1997) 41540; (Dec 1997) 41959 
Budget deficit (Jan 1997) 41444 
Emergency measures (Oct 1997) 41862; (Dec 
1997) 41959 
Expenditure reduction proposals approved (Jun 
1997) 41688 
Financial crisis (Nov 1997) 41908; (Dec 1997) 
41959 
Financial reform initiatives (Feb 1997) 41496-7; 
(Jun 1997) 41688 
Stock market falls (Oct 1997) 41861; (Dec 1997) 
41959 
Taxation (Jan 1997) 41444; (Apr 1997) 41592; 
(Dec 1997) 41959 
Tokyo City Bank collapse (Nov 1997) 41908 
Trade surpluses (Mar 1997) 41540 
Trade unions (Mar 1997) 41540 
Education: School textbooks ruling (Aug 1997) 
41771 
Elections: Tokyo metropolitan assembly (Jul 1997) 
41736 
Environment: 
Oil spills (Jan 1997) 41475; (Jul 1997) 41736-7 
Whaling (Oct 1997) 41892 
Foreign relations: 
Australia (Apr 1997) 41591 
Cambodia (Jul 1997) 41734 
China 
Fisheries agreement (Nov 1997) 41909 
Germ warfare lawsuit against Japan (Aug 
1997) 41771 
Hashimoto 
Tour of ASEAN countries (Jan 1997) 41445 
Visit to China (Sep 1997) 41816 
Islands dispute (May 1997) 41640 
Japanese grant aid resumed (Mar 1997) 
41541 
Li Peng’s visit to Japan (Nov 1997) 41909 
US-Japan defence co-operation guidelines 
(Jun 1997) 41687; (Aug 1997) 41771 
Cuba (Mar 1997) 41533 
Dominican Republic (Mar 1997) 41533 
Hong Kong (May 1997) 41640 
Israel (Aug 1997) 41796 
Kenya (Apr 1997) 41578 
Korea, North (Feb 1997) 41494; (Aug 1997) 
41772; (Sep 1997) 41816; (Oct 1997) 41862; 
(Nov 1997) 41910 
Korea, South, Comfort women compensation 
(Jan 1997) 41445 
Lebanon (Feb 1997) 41519; (Mar 1997) 
41566-7; (Jun 1997) 41715; (Nov 1997) 
41937 
New Zealand (Apr 1997) 41591 
Peru (Jan 1997) 41438-9; (Feb 1997) 41488; 
(Mar 1997) 41533; (Apr 1997) 41582; (May 
1997) 41632 
Russia 
Informal summit (Nov 1997) 41908-9 
Northern Territories islands dispute (May 
1997) 41640; (Jun 1997) 41687; (Nov 1997) 
41909 
Taiwan, Islands dispute (May 1997) 41640 
USA 
Bases question (Apr 1997) 41591 
Burma sanctions dispute (Feb 1997) 41501 
Defence co-operation guidelines (Jun 1997) 
41687; (Aug 1997) 41771; (Sep 1997) 
41816 
Hashimoto's visit to USA (Apr 1997) 41591 
Okinawa heliport referendum (Dec 1997) 
41959 
Uranium bullets fired in error in Okinawa (Feb 
1997) 41497 
Foreign trade: 
Burma (Feb 1997) 41501 
Taiwan (Feb 1997) 41494 
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Subject index 


JAPAN (contd) 
USA 


Initiative on deregulation (Jun 1997) 41687 
Shipping dispute (Feb 1997) 41497-8; (Mar 
1997) 41540; (Apr 1997) 41591—2; (Sep 
1997) 41816; (Oct 1997) 41862 
Trade surplus issue (Mar 1997) 41540 
Vietnam (Jan 1997) 41451 
Hokkaido: Ainu people (Mar 1997) 4153940; 
(May 1997) 41640 
Japanese Communist Party (JCP): Tokyo 
elections (Jul 1997) 41736 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP): 

Cabinet appointments (Sep 1997) 41815 

Co-operation with Shinshinto (Jun 1997) 41687 

Emergency economic measures (Oct 1997) 
41862 

Financial crisis proposals (Nov 1997) 41908 

Hashimoto re-elected LDP president (Sep 1997) 
41815 

Holding companies ban to be lifted (Feb 1997) 
41497 

Izui corruption allegations (Dec 1997) 41960 

Legislative majority restored (Sep 1997) 41815 

Shinshinto agreement on US bases land-lease 
legislation (Apr 1997) 41591 

Tokyo elections (Jul 1997) 41736 

Map: (May 1997) 41640 

Minority rights: Ainu (Mar 1997) 41539-40; (May 
1997) 41640 

Nuclear issues: 

Allegations of mismanagement within industry 
(Apr 1997) 41592 

Closure of Fugen reactor (Apr 1997) 41592 

Explosion at nuclear fuel reprocessing plant (Mar 
1997) 41539; (Apr 1997) 41592 

Plans for new power station scrapped (Mar 
1997) 41539 

Radioactive leak reported at Tokalmura plant 
(Aug 1997) 41772 

Okinawa: 

Referendum on heliport (Dec 1997) 41959 

Resignation of mayor (Dec 1997) 41959 

US bases dispute (Apr 1997) 41591 

US firing of uranium bullets in error (Feb 1997) 
41497 

Political parties: (Jul 1997) 41736 
Prime Minister: 

Meetings with 
Chinese Premier (Nov 1997) 41909 
Peru President (Jan 1997) 41438 
Russian President (Nov 1997) 41909 
US President (Apr 1997) 41591 

Policy speech (Jan 1997) 41444 

Visits to 
ASEAN countries (Jan 1997) 41445 
Australia (Apr 1997) 41591 
China (Sep 1997) 41816 
New Zealand (Apr 1997) 41591 
Peru (May 1997) 41632 
USA (Apr 1997) 41591 

Public Securities Commission (PSI): (Feb 1997) 

41497 

Religious affairs: 

see also Security 

Yasukuni Shrine donations ruling (Apr 1997) 
41592 

Resignations: 

Hosokawa from Shinshinto (Jun 1997) 41687 

Ministerial (Sep 1997) 41815 

Nago mayor (Okinawa) (Dec 1997) 41959 

Peru ambassador (May 1997) 41632 

Sakigake (New Party Harbinger): 

Holding companies ban to be lifted (Feb 1997) 
41497 

Political alliances (Apr 1997) 41591 

Security: 

Aum Shinrikyo cult, Public Securities 
Commission (PSI) decision not to outlaw (Feb 
1997) 41497 

Crackdown on crime syndicates (Sep 1997) 
41816 

Intelligence agency (Jan 1997) 41444 

Shinshinto: 

Agreement with LDP on US bases land-lease 

legislation (Apr 1997) 41591 


Subject index 


JAPAN (contd) 
Dissolution (Dec 1997) 41959 
Resignation of Hosokawa (Jun 1997) 41687 
Tokyo elections (Jul 1997) 41736 
Social Democratic Party of Japan (SDPJ): 
Holding companies ban to be lifted (Feb 1997) 
41497 
\zui corruption allegations (Dec 1997) 41960 
Political alliances (Apr 1997) 41591 
Supreme Court rulings: 
School textbooks (Aug 1997) 41771 
Yasukuni Shrine donations (Apr 1997) 41592 
Tokyo: Elections (Jul 1997) 41736 
Trials: 
Dai-Ichi Kangyo Bank (DKB) (Jul 1997) 41736 
Fujinami sentenced (Mar 1997) 41539 
Hamanaka (Sumitomo chief) (Jan 1997) 41445 
HIV-infected blood scandal (Mar 1997) 41539 
Okamitsu (former health minister) (Mar 1997) 
41539 
War crimes: 
Apology to China (Sep 1997) 41816 
Chinese lawsuit over germ warfare (Aug 1997) 
41771 
Comfort women payment (Jan 1997) 41445 
Supreme Court ruling on school textbooks (Aug 
1997) 41771 


JORDAN 
see also MIDDLE EAST 
Appointments: 
Ministerial (Mar 1997) 41566 
Senate (Nov 1997) 41936—-7 
Cabinet: (Mar 1997) 41566 
Economy: Debt to USA write-off agreed (Sep 
1997) 41841 
Elections: 
Legislative 
Boycott planned (Jul 1997) 41755; (Aug 1997) 
41796; (Nov 1997) 41936 
Results (Nov 1997) 41936-7 
Foreign relations: 
Canada (Sep 1997) 41841 
Czech Republic (Sep 1997) 41831 
Iraq (Dec 1997) 41982 
Israel 
Attack on Israeli embassy (Sep 1997) 41841 
Condemnation of Jerusalem suicide bombing 
(Aug 1997) 41794 
Helicopter crash deaths condolences (Feb 
1997) 41517 
Killing of Israeli schoolgirls by Jordanian 
soldier (Mar 1997) 41566; (Jun 1997) 
41714-15; (Jul 1997) 41755 
Mossad involvement in failed assassination of 
Hamas official alleged (Sep 1997) 41841; 
(Oct 1997) 41890 
Release of Shakh Yassin (Oct 1997) 41890 
Resignation of Israeli ambassador to Jordan 
(May 1997) 41662 
Settlements issue (Feb 1997) 41518 
Trade fair protests (Jan 1997) 41472 
Water supplies dispute (May 1997) 41662 
USA (Sep 1997) 41839-40; 41841 
Foreign trade: 
lraq (Dec 1997) 41982 
Israel (Nov 1997) 41939 
Hamas: Visit of Abu Marzuk following deportation 
from USA (May 1997) 41663 
Islamic Action Front (IAF): (Jul 1997) 41755; 
(Aug 1997) 41796 
Jordanian Nationalist Democratic Front: (May 
1997) 41663 
King Hussein: 
Dissolution of parliament (Aug 1997) 41796 
Legislative elections (Nov 1997) 41936 
Meetings with Israel Prime Minister (Feb 1997) 
41518; (Apr 1997) 41614 
Media: (May 1997) 41663; (Jul 1997) 41755 
Muslim Brotherhood: (Jul 1997) 41755; (Aug 
1997) 41796 
Security: 
Arrest of Hamas official (Sep 1997) 41841 
Assassination attempt against Hamas official 
(Sep 1997) 41841; (Oct 1997) 41890 
Attack on Israeli embassy (Sep 1997) 41841 
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JORDAN (contd) 
Demonstrations over Israeli trade fair (Jan 1997) 
41472 
Trials: Soldier accused of shooting Israeli 
schoolgirls (Jun 1997) 41714—15; (Jul 1997) 
41755 


K 


KASHMIR 
All-Party Hurriyet Conference (APHC) 
(separatist alliance): (Sep 1997) 41820 
India-Pakistan relations: 
Exchanges of fire on line of control (Aug 1997) 
41775; (Sep 1997) 41819; (Oct 1997) 41865 
Talks (Jun 1997) 41691; (Sep 1997) 41819; (Dec 
1997) 41965 
Visit of Queen Elizabeth Ii (Oct 1997) 41865 
Security: 
Arrests (Sep 1997) 41820 
Hizbul Mujahedeen guerrilla group (Mar 1997) 
41544 
Jammat-ul-mojahedin (Jan 1997) 41448 
Killings 
Guerrilla leader (Mar 1997) 41544 
Militants (Jul 1997) 41740 
Security force abuses alleged (Sep 1997) 41820 
Separatist violence (Jan 1997) 41448; (Sep 
1997) 41820 


KAZAKHSTAN 
see also COMMONWEALTH OF 
INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) 
Appointments: 
Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41693; (Oct 1997) 41867 
National Security Committee chairman (May 
1997) 41636 
Cabinet: (Mar 1997) 41542; (Jun 1997) 41693; 
(Oct 1997) 41867 
Capital: 
Postponement of transfer from Alma-Ata to 
Akmola (Oct 1997) 41867 
Presidential flag hoisted in Akmola (Nov 1997) 
41912 
Corruption: Prime Minister Kazhageldin 
exonerated (Aug 1997) 41774; (Oct 1997) 41867 
Defence: 
Joint US-Russia-Kazakhstan military exercises 
(Sep 1997) 41818 
US co-operation accord (Nov 1997) 41912 
Economy: 
Foreign investment law (Mar 1997) 41542 
Petroleum (Mar 1997) 41542; (Oct 1997) 41867; 
(Nov 1997) 41912 
Wage arrears (Oct 1997) 41867 
Foreign relations: 
China (Apr 1997) 41589; (Sep 1997) 41818 
Russia (Sep 1997) 41818; (Oct 1997) 41867 
USA (Sep 1997) 41818; (Nov 1997) 41912 
Foreign trade: 
Turkey (Oct 1997) 41867 
USA (Nov 1997) 41912 
Language law: (Jul 1997) 41738 
Media: Abolition of state news agency (Sep 1997) 
41818 
President: 
Central Asian summit (Jul 1997) 41741 
Restructuring of government (Mar 1997) 41542; 
(Oct 1997) 41867 
Visit to USA (Nov 1997) 41912 
Prime Minister: 
Balgymbayev, Appointment (Oct 1997) 41867 
Kazhageldin, Exonerated over corruption 
charges (Aug 1997) 41774 
Resignations: Ministerial (Oct 1997) 41867 
Security: 
Demonstrations (Oct 1997) 41867 
Imprisonment of opposition leader (Sep 1997) 
41818 
National Security Committee (KNB) (May 1997) 
41636 
Workers’ Movement: Alma-Ata committee (Sep 
1997) 41818 


KENYA f 
Appointments: Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41432 ( 


KENYA (contd) 
Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41432 
Constitution: 


Amendments (Nov 1997) 41900-1 
Pressure on President to honour reform package 
(Oct 1997) 41851 
Review promised (Jul 1997) 41720 
: Biwott return to government (Jan 
1997) 41432 
Democratic Party (DP): (Dec 1997) 41949 
Economy: =s 
Budget (Jun 1997) 41674 
IMF loan (Aug 1997) 41762 
Teachers’ salary demands (Oct 1997) 41851-2 
World Bank (Aug 1997) 41762 
Elections: 
Polling extended (Dec 1997) 41949 
Preparations for (May 1997) 41627; (Sep 1997) 
41805; (Nov 1997) 41900-1 
FORD-Asili: 
Arrest of leader (May 1997) 41627 
Election boycott plan (Nov 1997) 41901 
Opposition to strike call (Aug 1997) 41762 
Postponement of unlicensed rallies (Jun 1997) 
41674 
FORD-Kenya: 
Arrest of leader (May 1997) 41627 
Opposition to strike call (Aug 1997) 41762 
Postponement of unlicensed rallies (Jun 1997) 
41674 
Foreign relations: 
Austria (Apr 1997) 41578 
Belgium (Apr 1997) 41578 
Denmark (Apr 1997) 41578 
Finland (Apr 1997) 41578 
Germany (Apr 1997) 41578 
Italy (Apr 1997) 41578 
Japan (Apr 1997) 41578 
Netherlands (Apr 1997) 41578 
Norway (Apr 1997) 41578 
Portugal (Apr 1997) 41578 
Somalia (May 1997) 41627 
Spain (Apr 1997) 41578 
Sudan (May 1997) 41627 
Sweden (Apr 1997) 41578 
UK (Apr 1997) 41578 
USA (Apr 1997) 41578 
Human rights: 
Killing of student leader (Feb 1997) 41483 
Police brutality criticised by foreign envoys (Apr 
1997) 41578-9 
Torture allegations (Jan 1997) 41432 
Islamic Party of Kenya (IPK): Return of leader 
(Jul 1997) 41720 
Kenya African National Union (KANU): 
Accused of election rigging (Dec 1997) 41949 
Moves towards party democracy (Jan 1997) 
41432 
Repeal of laws giving KANU electoral advantage 
promised (Jul 1997) 41720 
Youth wing (Jan 1997) 41432 
Media: (Sep 1997) 41805 
National Convention Executive Council (NCEC) 
(opposition grouping): 
Pressure for reform (Sep 1997) 41805 
Rally broken up by police (Oct 1997) 41851 
Strike call (Aug 1997) 41762 
National Development Party: (May 1997) 41627; 
(Dec 1997) 41949 
President: 
Concessions on constitutional review (Jul 1997) 
41720 
Dissolution of legislature (Nov 1997) 41900-—1 
IGAD chair (Jul 1997) 41725 
Religious affairs: 
see also \slamic Party of Kenya (IPK) 
Police attack on Nairobi cathedral (Jul 1997) 
41720 
Safina party: 
Arrests (May 1997) 41627 
Refusal of registration (Oct 1997) 41851 
Registration (Nov 1997) 41901 


Arrests of opposition leaders (May 1997) 41627; 
(Oct 1997) 41851 
Demonstrations and violence (May 1997) 41627; 


KENYA (contd) 
(Jun 1997) 41674; (Jul 1997) 41720; (Aug 
1997) 41762; (Sep 1997) 41805; (Oct 1997) 
41851 
Election violence (Dec 1997) 41949 
Killings 
Pro-democracy demonstrators (Jul 1997) 
41720 
Student leader (Feb 1997) 41483 
Police disruption of opposition gatherings (Apr 
1997) 41578; (May 1997) 41627; (Oct 1997) 
41851 
Strikes (Oct 1997) 41851-2 
Student protests (Feb 1997) 41483; (Jul 1997) 
41720 
Tourists attacked (Sep 1997) 41805 
Violence in coastal towns (Aug 1997) 41762; 
(Sep 1997) 41805 


KIRGIZSTAN see KYRGYZSTAN 


KOREA, DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
(North Korea) 
see also KOREA, NORTH-SOUTH RELATIONS 
Appointments: Military and political (Apr 1997) 
41593 
Arms sales to: 
Iran (Jun 1997) 41689 
Syria (Jun 1997) 41689 
Death penalty: (Nov 1997) 41910-11 
Defections: 

see also KOREA, NORTH-SOUTH RELATIONS 

Hwang (Feb 1997) 41494—5; (Mar 1997) 
41538-9; (Apr 1997) 41593; (May 1997) 
41642 

Defence: 

Conscription criteria (May 1997) 41642 

Deaths of defence ministers (Feb 1997) 41495 

Deployment of missiles (Apr 1997) 41593 

Dismissals: 

Military and political (Apr 1997) 41593 

Premier of State Administrative Council (Feb 
1997) 41495 

Economy: 

Asian Finance and Investment Corporation 
(AFIC) investment fund plan (Sep 1997) 
41817 

Decline (Mar 1997) 41539 

Nuclear energy see KOREA, NORTH-SOUTH 
RELATIONS, Nuclear issues 

Famine: 

Admission of low grain stocks (Feb 1997) 41495 

Cannibalism allegations (Oct 1997) 41862 

Delivery of food aid (Jun 1997) 41689 

Drought impact (Aug 1997) 41772; (Sep 1997) 
41816-17 

Execution of agriculture secretary (Nov 1997) 
41910-11 

Failure to agree aid with South Korea (Dec 
1997) 41958-9 

Food aid agreements (May 1997) 41641; (Jul 
1997) 41737; (Oct 1997) 41862 

Warnings of disaster (Mar 1997) 41539; (Jul 
1997) 41737 

World Food Programme appeal (Apr 1997) 
41593; (May 1997) 41641; (Jun 1997) 41689; 
(Jul 1997) 41737 

Foreign relations: 

China 

see also KOREA, NORTH-SOUTH 
RELATIONS, Four country talks 

Food aid (Jul 1997) 41737 

Hwang's defection via Beijing embassy (Feb 
1997) 41494—5; (Mar 1997) 41538-9 

European Union (EU) (May 1997) 41641 

Iran (Jun 1997) 41689 

Japan (Feb 1997) 41494; (Aug 1997) 41772; 
(Sep 1997) 41816; (Oct 1997) 41862; (Nov 
1997) 41910 

Syria (Jun 1997) 41689 

Taiwan, Nuclear waste deal (Mar 1997) 41541 

USA 
Bilateral talks (Mar 1997) 41538; (Nov 1997) 

41910 
Food aid negotiations (Feb 1997) 41495; (Apr 


31 


KOREA, DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
(North Korea) (contd) 
1997) 41593; (Jun 1997) 41689; (Sep 1997) 
41817 
Four country talks proposals (Feb 1997) 
41495; (Mar 1997) 41538; (Apr 1997) 
41593—4; (Jun 1997) 41689; (Jul 1997) 
41737; (Aug 1997) 41772; (Sep 1997) 
41817; (Nov 1997) 41911; (Dec 1997) 
41959 
MIA issues (May 1997) 41641 
Military manoeuvres allegations (Jun 1997) 
41689 
Missile talks (Jun 1997) 41689 
New York briefing sessions (Feb 1997) 41495; 
(Mar 1997) 41538 
Human rights: (Aug 1997) 41772 
Kim Il Sung mourning period ended: (Jul 1997) 
41737 
Kim Jong II: 
Election as KWP secretary-general (Oct 1997) 
41862 
Steps towards accession (Sep 1997) 41816 
Korean Workers’ Party (KWP): 
Provincial conference (Sep 1997) 41816 
Secretary-general (Oct 1997) 41862 
Nuclear issues: 
Nuclear waste deal with Taiwan (Mar 1997) 
41541 
Weapons allegations (May 1997) 41642 
Obituaries: Defence ministers (Feb 1997) 41495 
UN: 
Return of abducted South Korean farmers (Oct 
1997) 41863 
World Food Programme famine relief appeal 
(Apr 1997) 41593; (May 1997) 41641; (Jun 
1997) 41689; (Jul 1997) 41737 


KOREA, NORTH-SOUTH RELATIONS 
Air space meeting: (Mar 1997) 41538; (Oct 1997) 
41863 
Arrests of spies by South Korean Agency for 
National Security Planning (NSP): (Nov 1997) 
41911 
Defection of religious leader to North: (Aug 
1997) 41773 
Defections from the North: 
Assistance for defectors by South Korean 
government (Jul 1997) 41737 
Diplomats (Aug 1997) 41772-3 
Families rescued from Yellow Sea (May 1997) 
41641-2 
Hwang (senior official) (Feb 1997) 41494—5; 
(Mar 1997) 41538-9; (Apr 1997) 41593; (May 
1997) 41642 
Killing of defector in Seoul (Feb 1997) 41495 
Demilitarised Zone (DMZ): 
Abduction of South Korean farmers (Oct 1997) 
41863 
Skirmishes (Apr 1997) 41594; (Jul 1997) 41737; 
(Sep 1997) 41817 
Espionage: (Feb 1997) 41494; (Aug 1997) 41773; 
(Nov 1997) 41911 
Food aid for North: (Feb 1997) 41495; (Apr 1997) 
41593; (May 1997) 41641; (Jun 1997) 41689; 
(Jul 1997) 41737; (Dec 1997) 41958-9 
Four country talks proposals: (Feb 1997) 41495; 
(Mar 1997) 41538; (Apr 1997) 41593-4; (Jun 
1997) 41689; (Jul 1997) 41737; (Aug 1997) 
41772; (Sep 1997) 41817; (Nov 1997) 41911; 
(Dec 1997) 41959 
Media: Journalists from South visit North (Sep 
1997) 41817 
Military manoeuvres allegations: (Jun 1997) 
41689 
Naval clash: (Jun 1997) 41689 
Nuclear issues: KEDO consortium (May 1997) 
41641; (Jun 1997) 41689; (Aug 1997) 41772 
Telephone links between North and South: (Aug 
1997) 41772 


KOREA, REPUBLIC OF (South Korea) 
see also KOREA, NORTH-SOUTH RELATIONS 
Appointments: a 
Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41496; (Mar 1997) 41537; 
(Aug 1997) 41773; (Nov 1997) 41909 


Subject index 


KOREA, REPUBLIC OF (South Korea) (contd) 
NKP leadership (Mar 1997) 41537 
Cabinet: (Mar 1997) 41537; (Aug 1997) 41773 
Chemical weapons: (Aug 1997) 41797 
Constitution: 
Opposition alliance agreement on future revision 
plans (Nov 1997) 41910 
Same-name marriages ruling (Jul 1997) 41737 
Corruption: 
Bank of Seoul former president imprisoned (Feb 
1997) 41496 
Banks (Jan 1997) 41444; (Feb 1997) 41496 
Election (1992) spending controversy (May 
1997) 41641 
Hanbo chaebol (Jan 1997) 41444; (Feb 1997) 
41495-6; (Mar 1997) 41537-8; (Apr 1997) 
41592-3; (Jun 1997) 41688; (Oct 1997) 41863 
Kim Dae Jung (Oct 1997) 41863 
Kim Hyun Chul (son of President) (May 1997) 
41641; (Jun 1997) 41688; (Oct 1997) 41863 
Presidential pardon for business leaders (Sep 
1997) 41817 
Defence: 
Arms deal with France (Oct 1997) 41863 
Landmines (Sep 1997) 41845 
Democratic Party: (Nov 1997) 41910 
Dismissals: Presidential advisers (Feb 1997) 
41496 
Economy: 
Aid package for banks (Aug 1997) 41773 
Bank of Korea (Nov 1997) 41909 
Banking (Jan 1997) 41444; (Feb 1997) 41496; 
(Apr 1997) 41593; (Jul 1997) 41738; (Aug 
1997) 41773; (Dec 1997) 41958 
Bankruptcies 
Hanbo (Jan 1997) 41444; (Feb 1997) 
41495-6; (Jul 1997) 41738; (Nov 1997) 
41909 
Sammi (Mar 1997) 41538; (Jul 1997) 41738; 
(Nov 1997) 41909 
Commission on restructuring of financial industry 
(Jan 1997) 41444; (Apr 1997) 41593 
Debt (Nov 1997) 41909-10; (Dec 1997) 41958 
Emergency stabilisation package (Nov 1997) 
41909-10; (Dec 1997) 41957-8 
Financial crisis (Oct 1997) 41863; (Nov 1997) 
41909-10; (Dec 1997) 41957-8 
IMF (Nov 1997) 41909-10; (Dec 1997) 41957-8 
Jinro group difficulties (May 1997) 41593; (Nov 
1997) 41909 
Kia Group difficulties (Jul 1997) 41738; (Aug 
1997) 41773; (Oct 1997) 41863—-4; (Nov 1997) 
41909; 41910erratum 
Korea Asset Management Corporation (KAMC) 
(Aug 1997) 41773 
Labour law (Jan 1997) 414434; (Mar 1997) 
41537-8 
Stock exchange (Oct 1997) 41864; (Nov 1997) 
41909-10; (Dec 1997) 41957-8 
Trade unions (Jan 1997) 41443; (Mar 1997) 
41537-8; (Oct 1997) 41863 
Elections: 
Presidential 
Candidates (May 1997) 41641; (Jul 1997) 
41737; (Aug 1997) 41773; (Sep 1997) 
41817; (Oct 1997) 41863; (Nov 1997) 41910 
Results (Dec 1997) 41958 
Espionage: Arrest of US arms dealer (May 1997) 
41641 
Foreign relations: 
Cambodia (Nov 1997) 41917 
Israel (Aug 1997) 41796 
Japan, Comfort women compensation (Jan 
1997) 41445 
Philippines (Mar 1997) 41539 
Russia (Aug 1997) 41773 
USA 
Arrest of US arms dealer (May 1997) 41641 
Financial crisis (Nov 1997) 41909—10 
Foreign trade: 
France (Oct 1997) 41863 
Indonesia (Nov 1997) 41918 
OECD (Jan 1997) 41444; (Nov 1997) 41909 
Taiwan (Feb 1997) 41494 
Ukraine (Sep 1997) 41838 
National Congress for New Politics (NCNP): 


Subject index 


KOREA, REPUBLIC OF (South Korea) (contd) 


Alliance with ULD (Nov 1997) 41910 

Corruption allegations against Kim Dae Jung 
(Oct 1997) 41863 

Labour law discussions (Jan 1997) 41443-4 

Presidential candidate (May 1997) 41641; (Jul 
1997) 41737; (Oct 1997) 41863 

Presidential victory for Kim Dae Jung (Dec 1997) 
41958 


New Korea Party (NKP): 


Appointments (Mar 1997) 41537; (Aug 1997) 
41773 

Defections (Nov 1997) 41910 

Labour law discussions (Jan 1997) 41443-4 

Merger planned with Democratic Party (Nov 
1997) 41910 

Presidential candidate (Jul 1997) 41737; (Aug 
1997) 41773; (Sep 1997) 41817 

Resignation of President Kim Young Sam from 
party (Nov 1997) 41910 

Resignations (Oct 1997) 41863 


New Party by the People (NPP): (Nov 1997) 


41910 


President: 


Apology for Hanbo (Feb 1997) 41496 
Commission on restructuring of financial industry 
(Jan 1997) 41444 
Election (1992) spending controversy (May 
1997) 41641 
Kim Hyun Chul (son of President Kim Young 
Sam) 
Arrest and trial (May 1997) 41641; (Jun 1997) 
41688; (Oct 1997) 41863 
Hanbo scandal evidence and apology (Apr 
1997) 41592 
Libel suit (Feb 1997) 41496 
Labour law defended (Jan 1997) 41443 
Meeting with opposition leaders on labour law 
(Jan 1997) 41443-4 
Pardon for former presidents Roh and Chun 
(Dec 1997) 41958 
Victory for Kim Dae Jung (Dec 1997) 41958 


Resignations: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41496 
Security: 


Arrest warrants for union leaders (Jan 1997) 
41443 

Clashes between police and strikers (Jan 1997) 
41443 

Industrial unrest (Mar 1997) 41537-8 

Killing of North Korean defector in Seoul (Feb 
1997) 41495 

Kwangju anniversary violence (May 1997) 41641 

Strike action response to labour laws (Jan 1997) 
41443 

Student demonstrations in Seoul (Jun 1997) 
41688-9 


Supreme Court rulings: Sentence reductions on 


former presidents upheld (Apr 1997) 41592 


Trials: 


Hanbo (Mar 1997) 41538; (Apr 1997) 41592-3; 
(Jun 1997) 41688 

Kim Hyun Chul (son of President) (Jun 1997) 
41688; (Oct 1997) 41863; (Nov 1997) 41910 


United Liberal Democrats (ULD): 


Alliance with NCNP (Nov 1997) 41910; (Dec 
1997) 41958 
Labour law discussions (Jan 1997) 41443-4 


KURDS 
lraq-lran relations: (Jun 1997) 41715 
Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP): Co-operation 


with Turkish armed forces (May 1997) 41651; 
(Oct 1997) 41877 


Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK): 


Attacks into Turkey from Iraq bases (May 1997) 
41651; (Jun 1997) 41703 

lraqi camps wiped out by Turkish offensive (May 
1997) 41652 

Relocation of units north towards Black Sea (Oct 
1997) 41877 


Map: (May 1997) 41652 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK): Rivalry with 


KDP (May 1997) 41651; (Oct 1997) 41877 


Turkey: 


Anti-Kurdish offensives (May 1997) 41651-2; 
(Jun 1997) 41703; 41715; (Oct 1997) 41877 
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KURDS (contd) 
Refugees to Italy (Dec 1997) 41973 


KUWAIT ( 
Arms trade with: China (Nov 1997) 41936 
Corruption: (Jun 1997) 41716 
Foreign relations: 

Iran (Jun 1997) 41716 

lraq (Nov 1997) 41938 

USA (Nov 1997) 41936 
Foreign trade: China (Nov 1997) 41936 
National Democratic Rally: (May 1997) 41664 
Resignations: Ministerial (Oct 1997) 41892 
Security: Attempted assassination of MP (Jun 

1997) 41716 


KYRGYZSTAN 
see also COMMONWEALTH OF 
INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) 
Appointments: 
Deputy Prime Minister (Apr 1997) 41589 
Ministerial (Jul 1997) 41738; (Oct 1997) 41892 
Corruption: (Jan 1997) 41452 
Defence: Military co-operation agreement with 
Russia (Oct 1997) 41867 
Dismissal of Deputy Prime Minister: (Apr 1997) 
41588-9 
Economy: 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) loan (Nov 1997) 
41912 
Investment agency (Nov 1997) 41912 
Privatisation programme suspended (Jun 1997) 
41694 
Erkin Kyrgyzstan Party: (Jan 1997) 41452 
Foreign relations: 
China (Apr 1997) 41589 
Russia 
Border guards agreement (Mar 1997) 41542 
Military co-operation agreement (Oct 1997) 
41867 
USA (Jul 1997) 41738 
Human rights: (Jun 1997) 41694; (Nov 1997) 
41912 
Media: (Jun 1997) 41694; (Nov 1997) 41912 
President: 
Central Asian summit (Jul 1997) 41741 ( 
Privatisation programme suspended (Jun 1997) 
41694 
Visit to USA (Jul 1997) 41738 
Security: Demonstrations and violence (Jun 1997) 
41694 
Trials: Journalists sentenced (Jun 1997) 41694 


L 


LANDMINES see DISARMAMENT AND ARMS 
CONTROL 


LAOS 

Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) membership: (Jun 1997) 41686; (Jul 
1997) 41736 

Economy: Regional financial crisis (Dec 1997) 
41961 

Elections: National Assembly (Dec 1997) 41961 

Foreign relations: USA (Nov 1997) 41917 

Lao People’s Revolutionary Party (LPRP): (Dec 
1997) 41961 

National Assembly: 
10th session (Apr 1997) 41594 
Elections (Dec 1997) 41961 


LATIN AMERICA 
see also INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT 
BANK 
Andean Group: 
Negotiations with Mercosur (Nov 1997) 41907 
Withdrawal of Peru (Apr 1997) 41585 
South American Common Market (Mercosur): 
Brazilian measures on import financing (Apr 
1997) 41585 
Endorsed by President Clinton (Oct 1997) 41857 
Foreign relations: European Union (EU) (Jun ; 
1997) 41683 a. 
Free Trade Area for the Americas (FTAA) -- ( 


LATIN AMERICA (contd) 
discussions (May 1997) 41634; (Jun 1997) 
41683; (Oct 1997) 41857 
Negotiations with Andean Pact (Nov 1997) 
41907 
Relations with Caricom (Feb 1997) 41491 
Summits (Jun 1997) 41683; (Dec 1997) 41956 


LATVIA 

see also BALTIC STATES 

Appointments: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41510; (Jun 
1997) 41707; (Aug 1997) 41784-5 

Cabinet: (Feb 1997) 41510; (Aug 1997) 41784-5 

Christian Democratic Union (KDS): (Aug 1997) 
41785 

Constitution: Presidential and legislative terms 
(Dec 1997) 41979 

Corruption: 

Ministers with outside interests investigated (Jun 
1997) 41707; (Jul 1997) 41751; (Sep 1997) 
41838-9 

Resignation of Defence Minister Krastins (May 
1997) 41657; (Jun 1997) 41707 

Democratic Party Saimnieks (DPS): (Jan 1997) 

41460; (Feb 1997) 41510; (Mar 1997) 41552; 

(May 1997) 41657; (Aug 1997) 41785; (Oct 

1997) 41881 

Economy: 

Budget (Oct 1997) 41881; (Dec 1997) 41979 

IMF (Oct 1997) 41881 

Minimum wage increase (Nov 1997) 41924 

Reform (Jan 1997) 41460 

Elections: Local (Mar 1997) 41552 

European Union (EU) membership question: 
(Dec 1997) 41968 

Fatherland and Freedom-LNNK party: (Jun 
1997) 41707; (Aug 1997) 41785 

For Fatherland and Freedom (TB): (Jan 1997) 
41460; (Feb 1997) 41510; (Mar 1997) 41552; 
(Jun 1997) 41707 

Foreign relations: Estonia, Border demarcation 
completed (Dec 1997) 41976 

Foreign trade: European Union (EU) (Mar 1997) 
41552 

Labour Party: Founding congress (Mar 1997) 
41552 

Latvian Communist Party (now outlawed): 
Release of former leader from prison (Nov 1997) 
41924 

Latvian Green Party (LZP): (Feb 1997) 41510; 
(Aug 1997) 41785 

Latvian National Independence Movement 
(LNNK): (Feb 1997) 41510; (May 1997) 41657; 
(Jun 1997) 41707 

Latvia’s Farmers’ Union (LZS): (Feb 1997) 
41510; (Mar 1997) 41552; (Aug 1997) 41785 

Latvia’s Way: (Jan 1997) 41460; (Aug 1997) 
41785 

National Harmony Party (parliamentary faction): 
(Sep 1997) 41839 

Political parties: (Jan 1997) 41460; (Feb 1997) 
41510; (Mar 1997) 41552; (May 1997) 41657; 
(Jun 1997) 41707; (Sep 1997) 41839 

Prime Minister: Resignation and renomination of 
Skele (Jan 1997) 41460 

Resignations: 

Ministerial (May 1997) 41657; (Jun 1997) 41707; 
(Jul 1997) 41751 

Prime Minister (Jan 1997) 41460 


LEBANON 
see also MIDDLE EAST 
Drugs: Removal from US narcotics list (Nov 1997) 
41937-8 
Economy: 
Budget (Feb 1997) 41519 
Trade unions (Apr 1997) 41615; (May 1997) 
41663 
Electoral legislation: (May 1997) 41663 
Foreign relations: 
Czech Republic (Sep 1997) 41831 
Iran (Oct 1997) 41888 
Israel 
see also Hezbollah 
Casualty figures (Jan 1997) 41471-2 


LEBANON (contd) 

Israel-Lebanon Monitoring Group (ILMG) (Jan 
1997) 41471; (May 1997) 41663 

Israeli presence policy debate (Feb 1997) 
41517 

Jerusalem suicide bomb (Aug 1997) 41794 

Lebanese Christians sentenced for contacts 
with Israeli agents (Nov 1997) 41937 

Rocket attack on northern Israel (Jan 1997) 
41471 

SLA warning to Israel against withdrawal of 
troops (Oct 1997) 41889 

UN Resolution on Qana shelling (Jun 1997) 
41715 

Withdrawal from Lebanon calls in wake of 
failed commando raid (Sep 1997) 41840-1; 
(Oct 1997) 41889; (Nov 1997) 41937 

Japan (Feb 1997) 41579; (Mar 1997) 41566-7; 
(Jun 1997) 41715; (Nov 1997) 41937 

Sierra Leone (May 1997) 41626 

USA 
Lifting of US travel ban (Jul 1997) 41754 
Removal from US narcotics list (Nov 1997) 

41937-8 
Visit by US Secretary of State (Sep 1997) 
41839-40 
Hezbollah: 

Attacks on Israeli soldiers (Jan 1997) 41471; 
(May 1997) 41663; (Jun 1997) 41715; (Jul 
1997) 41754; (Oct 1997) 41889 

Blamed for attack on southern village (Nov 
1997) 41937 

Casualty figures (Jan 1997) 41471-2 

Civil disobedience “revolution of the hungry” 
(Bekaa valley) (Jun 1997) 41715; (Jul 1997) 
41754; (Nov 1997) 41937; (Dec 1997) 41982 

German indicted on terrorism charges in Israeli 
court (Dec 1997) 41982 

Israel operations against 
Bombing attacks in Nabatiyah (May 1997) 

41663 
Deaths of Israelis in failed commando raid and 
other operations (Sep 1997) 41840-1 
Escalation of fighting (Aug 1997) 41795 
Guerrilla targets (Feb 1997) 41519; (Jul 1997) 
41754 
Operation Grapes of Wrath (Jan 1997) 
41471-2 

Joy at Israeli helicopter crash (Feb 1997) 41517 

Kyatyusha rocket attacks on northern Israel (Aug 
1997) 41795 

Missiles (Apr 1997) 41615 

Map: (Feb 1997) 41519 
Media: 

Aoun broadcast banned (Dec 1997) 41982 

Closure of unlicensed radio and TV stations 
(Sep 1997) 41841 

Prime Minister: 

Visits to 
lran (Oct 1997) 41888 
Japan (Nov 1997) 41937 

Religious affairs: Papal visit to Beirut (May 1997) 

41663 

Security: 
see also Hezbollah; South Lebanese Army; 
Trials 
Arrests 
Demonstrators over banning of Aoun 
broadcast (Dec 1997) 41982 

Japanese Red Army members (Feb 1997) 
41519; (Mar 1997) 41566-7 

Labour leader (May 1997) 41663 

Attack on American University campus (Oct 
1997) 41889 

Beirut car-bomb attacks (Aug 1997) 41795 

Government troops deployed in Bekaa valley 
(Nov 1997) 41937 

Mortar attack on southern village (Nov 1997) 
41937 

Papal assassination warnings (May 1997) 41663 

South Lebanese Army (SLA): 

Arms provisions from Israel (Apr 1997) 41615 

Artillery assault on Sidon (Aug 1997) 41795 

Casualty figures (Jan 1997) 41471-2 

Fighting (Jun 1997) 41715 

Shelling of villages (Feb 1997) 41519 


LEBANON (contd) 
Warning to Israel against withdrawal of Israeli 
forces (Oct 1997) 41889 
Trials: 
Geagea (May 1997) 41663; (Dec 1997) 41982 
Japanese Red Army members (Mar 1997) 
4566-7; (Jun 1997) 41715; (Jul 1997) 41754; 
(Nov 1997) 41937 
Lebanese Christians for Israeli links (Nov 1997) 
41937 
UN: Resolution on Qana shelling (Jun 1997) 
41715 


LESOTHO 
Basotho Congress Party (BCP): (Mar 1997) 
41528; (Apr 1997) 41575; (Jun 1997) 41670; 
(Aug 1997) 41758; (Sep 1997) 41803; (Dec 
1997) 41950 
Constitution: (Apr 1997) 41575; (Jun 1997) 41670 
Foreign relations: South Africa (Jun 1997) 41670 
Ha Reeng Basotho Party dissolution 
announced: (Dec 1997) 41950 
Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD): (Jun 
1997) 41670; (Aug 1997) 41758 
Prime Minister: 
Formation of new political party (Jun 1997) 
41670 
Stripped of leadership of BCP (Mar 1997) 
41528; (Apr 1997) 41575 
Security: Police mutiny (Feb 1997) 41479 
Suspension of MPs: (Sep 1997) 41803 


LIBERIA 
Appointments: 
Kromah to chair reconciliation commission (Dec 
1997) 41945 
Ministerial (Jul 1997) 41724; (Aug 1997) 41760 
National Security Council (Aug 1997) 41760 
Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL): (Jan 1997) 
41434 
Cabinet: (Jul 1997) 41724; (Aug 1997) 41760 
Council of State: 
Resignations of former faction leaders in 
advance of elections (Mar 1997) 42528 
Resumed (Jan 1997) 41434 
Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS): 
see also Peace process 
ECOMOG commander appointed to National 
Security Council (Aug 1997) 41760 
Election preparations (Feb 1997) 41481-2; (May 
1997) 41625 
Elections: 
Preparations for (Feb 1997) 41481—2; (Mar 
1997) 41528; (May 1997) 41625 
Victory for Taylor and NPP (Jul 1997) 41724 
Foreign relations: 
China (Sep 1997) 41814-15 
Taiwan (Sep 1997) 41814—15 
UK (Mar 1997) 41528 
USA (Mar 1997) 41528 
Liberian Peace Council (LPC): (Jan 1997) 41434 
Lofa Defence Force (LDF): (Jan 1997) 41434 
National Commission on Reconciliation: (Dec 
1997) 41945 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL): 
Demobilisation process (Jan 1997) 41434; (Mar 
1997) 41528 
National Patriotic Party (NPP): Electoral victory 
(Jul 1997) 41724 
Peace process: 
Disarmament difficulties (Jan 1997) 41434 
ECOMOG peacekeeping force 
Arrest of former faction fighters (Feb 1997) 
41482 
Disarmament process (Jan 1997) 41434; (Mar 
1997) 41528 
Reinforcements from USA and UK (Mar 1997) 
42528 
Supervision of elections (Jul 1997) 41724 
Withdrawal plans (Feb 1997) 41482 
Political parties: (Jul 1997) 41724 
President: 
Taylor 
Electoral victory (Jul 1997) 41724 
Inauguration (Aug 1997) 41760 
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Subject index 


LIBERIA (contd) 
Security: 


Abduction and death of Doike (Dec 1997) 41945 


Arrests 
Kromah over weapons discovery (Mar 1997) 
41528 
Special Security Service members for murder 
of Doike (Dec 1997) 41945 
Vigilante groups (Mar 1997) 42528 
ULIMO-J faction: (Jan 1997) 41434 
UN: Disarmament statistics (Jan 1997) 41434 
United Liberation Movement for Democracy in 
Liberia (ULIMO): Demobilisation process (Jan 
1997) 41434 


LIBYA 
Appointments: 
Ministerial (Mar 1997) 41568; (Dec 1997) 41983 
Prime Minister (Dec 1997) 41983 
Arab League: 
Easing of UN sanctions urged (Sep 1997) 41843 
Wish for expelled Palestinians to return (Jan 
1997) 41474 
Death penalty: (Jan 1997) 41473-4 
Economy: Budget (Dec 1997) 41983 
Expulsion of Palestinians: Call for their return 
(Jan 1997) 41474 
Foreign relations: 
Egypt (Jan 1997) 41474 
Germany (Nov 1997) 41927-8 
Niger (May 1997) 41664 
Nigeria (May 1997) 41664 
South Africa (Jan 1997) 41430; (Jun 1997) 
41713; (Oct 1997) 41891 
UK, Lockerbie (Jun 1997) 41713; (Oct 1997) 
41891; (Dec 1997) 41983 
USA 
CIA alleged plot to assassinate Kadhafi (May 
1997) 41664 
CIA involved in alleged espionage case (Jan 
1997) 41473 
Lockerbie (Jun 1997) 41713; (Oct 1997) 
41891 
Reaction to violation of UN air embargo (May 
1997) 41664 
Visit by Farrakhan (Jan 1997) 41474 
General People’s Committee: (Mar 1997) 41568; 
(Dec 1997) 41983 
General People’s Congress (GPC): (Dec 1997) 
41983 
Kadhafi: 
Alleged assassination plot (May 1997) 41664 
Visits to 
Niger (May 1997) 41664 
Nigeria (May 1997) 41664 
Lockerbie bombing: 
ICJ hearing (Oct 1997) 41891 
Mandela’s comments (Oct 1997) 41891 
Offer to families (Jun 1997) 41712-13 
UN report (Dec 1997) 41983 
National Front for the Salvation of Libya (exiled 
opposition group): (Jan 1997) 41474 
Security: 1993 coup attempt (Jan 1997) 41473-4 
Trials: Espionage cases (Jan 1997) 41473-4 
UN: 
Air embargo breached (May 1997) 41664 
Arab league call to ease sanctions (Sep 1997) 
41844 
Lockerbie trial report (Dec 1997) 41983 


LIECHTENSTEIN 

Appointments: Ministerial (Apr 1997) 41603 

Cabinet: (Apr 1997) 41603 

Collapse of government coalition: (Mar 1997) 
41554 

Elections: (Feb 1997) 41512 

Political parties: (Feb 1997) 41512; (Mar 1997) 
41554; (Apr 1997) 41603 


LITHUANIA 
see also BALTIC STATES 
Appointments: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41510 
Corruption: Matiliauskas (finance minister) (Feb 
1997) 41510 
Defence: NATO membership question (Jul 1997) 
41756; (Oct 1997) 41881 


LITHUANIA (contd) 


Economy: 
Budget (Dec 1997) 41976 
Privatisation (Nov 1997) 41923 
Elections: 
Local (Mar 1997) 41552. 
Presidential 13 : 
Timetable (Jul 1997) 41754 
Campaign (Nov 1997) 41924 
First round (Dec 1997) 41976 
European Union (EU) membership question: 
(Jul 1997) 41745; (Oct 1997) 41881; (Dec 1997) 
41968 
Foreign relations: Russia (Oct 1997) 41881; (Nov 
1997) 41924 
Homeland Union (Lithuanian Conservatives) 
(TS)(LK): (Mar 1997) 41552 
Lithuanian Democratic Labour Party (LDLP): 
(Mar 1997) 41552 
Political parties: (Mar 1997) 41552 
President: 
Brazauskas’ decision not to stand for re-election 
(Oct 1997) 41881; (Nov 1997) 41924 
Visit to Russia (Oct 1997) 41881 
Resignations: 
Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41510 
Prosecutor General (Mar 1997) 41552 
War crimes: Gimzauskas indicted (Nov 1997) 
41941 


LONDON CLUB see DEBT 
LUSOPHONE STATES see AFRICA 


LUXEMBOURG, War crimes: Nazi gold 
contribution offer (Dec 1997) 41984 


M 
MACAO, Economy: Budget (Oct 1997) 41861 


MACEDONIA 
Appointments: Ministerial (May 1997) 41654 
Cabinet: (May 1997) 41654 
Constitutional Court: (Jun 1997) 41704 
Corruption: Pyramid investment schemes (Apr 
1997) 41605; (May 1997) 41654 
Dismissals: Central bank governor (May 1997) 
41654 
Economy: 
Agreement on debt of former Yugoslavia (Mar 
1997) 41556 
Central bank (May 1997) 41654 
Compensation for victims of pyramid investment 
scheme (Apr 1997) 41605 
IMF (Apr 1997) 41605 
Ethnic minorities: Albanian flag difficulties (May 
1997) 41654; (Jun 1997) 41704; (Jul 1997) 
41746; (Sep 1997) 41835 
Foreign relations: 
Albania (Mar 1997) 41556; (Sep 1997) 41835; 
(Oct 1997) 41877 
China (Jun 1997) 41704 
Greece 
Crete summit (Nov 1997) 41934 
Negotiations on permanent name (Jun 1997) 
41704 
Visit by Greek Foreign Minister (Mar 1997) 
41556 
USA (Jun 1997) 41704 
Immigration: Illegal Albanian immigrants (Sep 
1997) 41835 
Internal Macedonian Revolutionary 
Organisation-Democratic Party for 
Macedonian National Unity (VMRO-DPMNE): 
(May 1997) 41654 
NATO: Desire for NATO troops to remain in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (Jun 1997) 41704 
Party of Democratic Prosperity (PDP): (May 
1997) 41654 
President: 
Call for end to ethnic unrest (Jul 1997) 41747 
Visits to 
China (Jun 1997) 41704 
USA (Jun 1997) 41704 
Security: 


| ‘MACEDONIA en oleh hinge) 2a 
i Agres oe ere 7418, ts 


41835 ety 
Opposition rally (May 1997) 4 41654 2 
Social Democratic Alliance of Macedonia — 
(SDSM): (May 1997) 41654 
Socialist Party of Macedonia (SPM): (May 1987) 
| 41654 
Trials: Gostivar mayor (Sep 1997) 41) 835 r. 
UN: Peacekeeping force (Unpredep) (Apr aie ws 
41605 


MADAGASCAR ne 


Appointments: 
Ministerial (Apr 1997) 41579 
Prime Minister (Feb 1997) 41483 
AREMA: Structure changes (Dec 1997) 41948 
Cabinet: (Apr 1997) 41 579 
Elections: 
Postponement of legislative elections (Jul — 
41725 
Presidential (Jan 1997) 41435 
National Assembly: Extension of mandate (Jul 
1997) 41725 
Panorama group (opposition grouping): (Oct 
1997) 41852 
President: Ratsiraka’s return (Jan 1997) 41435 
Prime Minister: Appointment of Rakotomavo: (Feb 
1997) 41483 


MALAWI 
Alliance for Democracy (AFORD): (Apr 1997) 
41574; (Jul 1997) 41721 
Appointments: Ministerial (May 1997) 41623; (Jul 
1997) 41721 
Banda: 
Embezzlement charges (Jan 1997) 41435 
Human rights charges (Jul 1997) 41721 
Retirement as life president of MCP (Jul 1997) 
41721 
Obituary (Nov 1997) 41897-8 
Cabinet: (May 1997) 41623; (Jul 1997) 41721 
Constitution: (Apr 1997) 41574 
Corruption: see Banda 
Economy: 
National economic council (Jul 1997) 41721 
Public sector strikes (May 1997) 41623 
Malawi Congress Party (MCP): 
Banda’s retirement as life president (Jul 1997) 
41721 
Ending of parliamentary boycott (Apr 1997) 
41574 
Obituaries: 
Banda (Nov 1997) 41897-8 
Minister (Mar 1997) 41528 
Security: Strikes (May 1997) 41623 
United Democratic Front (UDF): (Apr 1997) 
41574 


MALAYSIA 
Appointments: 
Acting Prime Minister (May 1997) 41643 
Ministerial (May 1997) 41643 
Selangor Chief Minister (May 1997) 41643 
Corruption: 
Anti-corruption drive (Jun 1997) 41685 
Selangor Chief Minister (Apr 1997) 41595; ; (May 
1997) 41643; (Jun 1997) 41685 
UMNO members (Jun 1997) 41685 
Economy: 
Austerity package (Dec 1997) 41962 i” 
Budget (Oct 1997) 41869 
Currency difficulties (Jul 1997) 41 735; (Sep 
1997) 41823; (Oct 1997) 41868-9 
Economic crisis council created (Nov 1997) — 
41917-18 yr 
Financial crisis (Sep 1997) 41823; (Oct 1997) 
41861; 41868-9; (Dec 1997) 41962 
Renong acquisition controversy (Nov 1997) 
41918 
Soros (international financier) criticised (Sep 
1997) 41823; (Oct 1997) 41869 


Subject index 
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¢ 
4 MALAYSIA (contd) 
' Transport link with Thailand postponed (Dec 
1997) 41962 
Education: (Oct 1997) 41869 
Environment: 
Bakun hydroelectric dam project deferred (Oct 
1997) 41869 
— reports (Sep 1997) 41823—4; (Nov 1997) 
41918 
Foreign relations: 
Australia (Apr 1997) 41595; (May 1997) 41643 
China (Nov 1997) 41911 
Fiji (Sep 1997) 41825 
France (Nov 1997) 41917 
Singapore (Mar 1997) 41546 
Taiwan (Nov 1997) 41911 
UK (Sep 1997) 41823 
USA (Nov 1997) 41917 
Foreign trade: lran (Sep 1997) 41842 
Media: Foreign journalist imprisoned (Sep 1997) 
41823 
Obituary of Yahaya Ahmet (Proton car 
company): (Mar 1997) 41546 
Prime Minister: 
Address to ASEAN (Oct 1997) 41870 
Anti-Jewish remarks (Oct 1997) 41869; (Nov 
1997) 41917 
Government criticised for handling of financial 
crisis (Sep 1997) 41823; (Oct 1997) 41868-9 
Mahathir leave of absence (May 1997) 41643 
Visit to Taiwan (Nov 1997) 41911 
Resignations: Selangor Chief Minister (Apr 1997) 
41595 
Sarawak: State of emergency over air pollution 
due to forest fires (Sep 1997) 41823-4 
Selangor: Chief Minister (Apr 1997) 41595; (May 
1997) 41643 
Sumatra: Air crash (Sep 1997) 41824 
United Malays National Organisation (UMNO): 
(Apr 1997) 41595; (Jun 1997) 41685; (Nov 
1997) 41918 


MALI 
Alliance for Democracy in Mali (ADEMA): (Apr 
3 1997) 41577; (Aug 1997) 41760-1 
Appointments: Ministerial (Aug 1997) 41761; 
(Sep 1997) 41804 
Cabinet: (Aug 1997) 41761; (Sep 1997) 41804 
Corruption: Traore’s embezzled funds returned by 
Swiss banks (Apr 1997) 41578; (Sep 1997) 
41804 
Death penalty: (Dec 1997) 41944 
Elections: 
Timetable (Jan 1997) 41433; (Mar 1997) 41529; 
(May 1997) 41626 
Independent National Election Commission 
(CENI) (Jan 1997) 41433; (Apr 1997) 41577 
Annulment of first round (Apr 1997) 41577-8 
Postponed (Feb 1997) 41483; (Jun 1997) 41675 
Presidential (May 1997) 41626 
Re-run of legislative elections (Aug 1997) 
41760-1 
Foreign relations: Switzerland (Apr 1997) 41578; 
(Sep 1997) 41804 
Front for Change and Democracy (FCD): (Jan 
1997) 41433 
Human rights: (Sep 1997) 41804 
National Assembly: Dissolution (Mar 1997) 41529 
Party for Unity, Progress and Democracy 
(PUDP): (May 1997) 41626 
People’s Convention Party (CPP): (May 1997) 
41626 
Political parties: (Aug 1997) 41760-1 
President: 
Election campaign (Apr 1997) 41577-8 
Re-election of Konaré (May 1997) 41626 
Prime Minister: Reappointment of Keita (Sep 


1997) 41804 
Rally ot Patriotic Forces (RFP): (Jan 1997) 
: Resignations: Ministerial (Aug 1997) 41761 


Arrests of opposition leaders (Aug 1997) 41761 

Election tensions (May 1997) 41626; (Aug 1997) 
41760 

Killing of police officer (Aug 1997) 41761 


MALI (contd) 


Traore: 
Embezzled funds returned by Swiss banks (Apr 
1997) 41578; (Sep 1997) 41804 
Death penalty commuted for Traore and former 
colleagues (Dec 1997) 41944 


MALTA 


Appointments: Ministerial (Mar 1997) 41559 
Cabinet: (Mar 1997) 41559 

Economy: Taxation (Jul 1997) 41754 
Resignations: Ministerial (Mar 1997) 41559 


MALVINAS see FALKLAND (MALVINAS) ISLANDS 
MARSHALL ISLANDS 


Elections: Presidential (Jan 1997) 41452 

Nuclear tests compensation: (May 1997) 41646 

President: Election of Imata Kabua (cousin of 
former President) (Jan 1997) 41452 


MAURITANIA 


pointments: Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41433-4; 
(Feb 1997) 41482; (May 1997) 41626; (Jun 
1997) 41673; (Sep 1997) 41804; (Dec 1997) 
41944 

Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41433-4; (Feb 1997) 41482; 
(May 1997) 41626; (Jun 1997) 41673; (Sep 
1997) 41804; (Dec 1997) 41944 

Elections: Presidential (Dec 1997) 41944 

Human rights: (Dec 1997) 41944 

President: Taya re-elected (Dec 1997) 41944 


MAURITIUS 


Appointments: Ministerial (Jul 1997) 41721 

Cabinet: (Jul 1997) 41721 

Dismissals: Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41674 

Labour Party (PTr): (Jun 1997) 41674; (Jul 1997) 
41721 

Mauritius Militant Movement (MMM): (Jun 1997) 
41674; (Jul 1997) 41721 


MERCOSUR see LATIN AMERICA 
MEXICO 


Appointments: 
Anti-drugs chief (Mar 1997) 41534 
Central bank governor (Dec 1997) 41953 
Chiapas: 
see also Zapatista National Liberation Army 
(EZLN) 
Massacre of unarmed Indians (Dec 1997) 
41952-3 
Withdrawal of government troops (Aug 1997) 
41766 
Congress: Opposition dominated (Sep 1997) 
41809 
Corruption: 
Drugs cases (Feb 1997) 41489 
Election promises and allegations (Jul 1997) 
41728 
Former special prosecutor (May 1997) 41631 
Drugs: 
Anti-drug agency (May 1997) 41631 
Anti-laundering measures (Mar 1997) 41534—5 
Arrests of Attorney General’s anti-drug office 
staff (Sep 1997) 41809 
Certification of Mexico controversy (Mar 1997) 
41534 
Death of Fuentes (drug baron) reported (Jul 
1997) 41729 
Drugs Agency chief arrested for being in pay of 
drug baron (Feb 1997) 41489 
Murdered doctors discovered (Nov 1997) 41904 
Salinas links alleged (Apr 1997) 41582 
Trials of senior officials (Feb 1997) 41489 
Economy: 
Budget (Nov 1997) 41904; (Dec 1997) 41953 
Central Bank (Jan 1997) 41441; (Dec 1997) 
41953 
Contingency loan (Nov 1997) 41904 
Debt repayment to USA (Jan 1997) 41441 
IMF (Jan 1997) 41441 
National development plan (Jun 1997) 41681-2 
Statistics for 1996 economic performance (Feb 
1997) 41489 
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MEXICO (contd) 


Stock markets’ positive reaction to PRI election 
defeats (Jul 1997) 41728 
Trade unions (Mar 1997) 41535; (Jun 1997) 
41682; (Aug 1997) 41766 
Elections: 
Congressional (Jul 1997) 41728; (Aug 1997) 
41766 
Gubernatorial and mayoral (Jul 1997) 41728-9 
Morelos (Mar 1997) 41535 
Tabasco (Oct 1997) 41856 
Electoral reform: (Jan 1997) 41441 
Foreign relations: 
Canada (Oct 1997) 41856 
European Union (EU) (Mar 1997) 41535; (Dec 
1997) 41953 
Spain (May 1997) 41631 
USA 


Anti-drugs efforts (Feb 1997) 41489; (Mar 
1997) 41534—5; (May 1997) 41631 
Counterinsurgency operations advice for 

Mexican army allegations (Jan 1997) 41441 
Debt repayment (Jan 1997) 41441 
Execution in USA of Mexican national (Jun 
1997) 41677 
Visit by President Clinton (May 1997) 41630—1 
Withdrawal of Clinton ambassadorial nominee 
(Sep 1997) 41807 
Green party (Mexican Green Ecology Party 
(PVEM)): (Jul 1997) 41728; (Aug 1997) 41766 
Guerrero: 
Guerrilla activity (May 1997) 41631; (Jun 1997) 
41682 
Hurricane (Oct 1997) 41856 
Human rights: (Mar 1997) 41535; (Oct 1997) 
41856; (Nov 1997) 41904 
Hurricane: (Oct 1997) 41856 
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI): 
Candidates for governorships and Congress 
elections (Feb 1997) 41489 
Defections (Feb 1997) 41489 
Difficulties in opposition-dominated Congress 
(Sep 1997) 41809 
Election defeats (Mar 1997) 41535; (Jul 1997) 
41728; (Aug 1997) 41766 
Leadership (Sep 1997) 41809 
Links to massacre in Chiapas alleged (Dec 
1997) 41952 
Political reform talks (Nov 1997) 41904 
Tabasco local elections (Oct 1997) 41856 
Mexico City: 
Mayor (Jul 1997) 41728 
Zapatista rally (Sep 1997) 41809 
National Action Party (PAN): 
Budget debate (Dec 1997) 41953 
Election results (Jul 1997) 41728; (Aug 1997) 
41766 
Meeting with President Clinton (May 1997) 
41631 
Morelos elections (Mar 1997) 41535 
Political reform talks (Nov 1997) 41904 
Refusal of additional election funding (Jan 1997) 
41441 
Tabasco elections (Oct 1997) 41856 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA): (May 1997) 41630-1; (Dec 1997) 
41953 
Obituaries: 
Castillo (Apr 1997) 41582 
Union leader (Jun 1997) 41682 
Party of the Democratic Centre (PCD): Launch 
(Feb 1997) 41489 
Party of the Democratic Revolution (PRD): 
Castillo death (Apr 1997) 41582 
Election results (Jul 1997) 41728; (Aug 1997) 
41766 
Meeting with President Clinton (May 1997) 
41631 
Morelos elections (Mar 1997) 41535 
Political reform talks (Nov 1997) 41904 
Refusal of additional election funding (Jan 1997) 
41441 
Tabasco local elections (Oct 1997) 41856 


Political parties: (Jul 1997) 41728; (Aug 1997) 


41766 


Popular Revolutionary Army (EPR): 


Subject index 


MEXICO (contd) 
Accusations that government soldiers had 
impersonated guerrillas (Jan 1997) 41441 
Ceasefire declaration (Jun 1997) 41682 
Clashes with army in Guerrero (May 1997) 
41631; (Jun 1997) 41682 
President: 
Electoral reform issue (Jan 1997) 41441 
Meeting with, US President (May 1997) 41630—1 
State of the nation address (Sep 1997) 41809 
Security: 
see also Drugs; Guerrero; Popular Revolutionary 
Army (EPR); Zapatista National Liberation 
Army (EZLN) 
Attack on bishop (Nov 1997) 41904 
Killings (Aug 1997) 41766; (Oct 1997) 41856 
Police officers arrested (Oct 1997) 41856 
Tabasco: Elections (Oct 1997) 41856 
Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN): 
Effective control of Chiapas region (Aug 1997) 
41766 
Mexico City rally (Sep 1997) 41809 
Peace talks question (Sep 1997) 41809; (Nov 
1997) 41904 
Releases from prison (Jan 1997) 41441 


MIDDLE EAST 
see also ISRAEL; ISRAELI-OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES; LEBANON; PALESTINIAN 
AFFAIRS (WEST BANK AND GAZA STRIP); 
PALESTINIAN ORGANISATIONS 
Gulf War: 
Gulf War syndrome controversy, UK (Feb 1997) 
41515 
Nerve gas exposure apology from CIA (Apr 
1997) 41580 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Economic 
Summit: (Aug 1997) 41794; (Nov 1997) 41939 
Peace process: 
Arab League foreign ministers’ meetings (Mar 
1997) 41565-6; (Sep 1997) 41844 
Bilateral negotiations 
Egypt/Syria (May 1997) 41662 
Israel/Egypt (May 1997) 41662 
Israel/Palestinians 
Agreement to reopen talks (Sep 1997) 
41840; (Oct 1997) 41890 
“Allon plus” proposal (Jun 1997) 41713 
Attempts to revive (Apr 1997) 41614; (Jun 
1997) 41713; (Aug 1997) 41794 
Hebron agreement (Jan 1997) 41469-70 
Military deployment issue (Nov 1997) 
41940; (Dec 1997) 41981 
Netanyahu/Arafat meetings (Jan 1997) 
41469; (Feb 1997) 41518; (Oct 1997) 
41890 
Release of Palestinian prisoners (Feb 1997) 
41518 
Security memorandum (Dec 1997) 41981-2 
Security talks (Oct 1997) 41890-1 
Settlement crisis (Mar 1997) 41564—5; (May 
1997) 41662; (Sep 1997) 41840; (Oct 
1997) 41890 
Washington talks (Nov 1997) 41939-40 
Withdrawal of Palestinians (Mar 1997) 
41565 
Israel/Syria 
Israeli Arab delegation visit to Syria (Aug 
1997) 41795 
Resumption called for (Jan 1997) 41470 
European Union (EU) mediation (Feb 1997) 
41519 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
summit (Dec 1997) 41985 
Russian role (Oct 1997) 41891 
US role (Jan 1997) 41470; (Mar 1997) 41564—5; 
(May 1997) 41662; (Sep 1997) 41839—40; 
(Oct 1997) 41890; (Nov 1997) 41939; (Dec 
1997) 41981 


MOLDOVA 
see also COMMONWEALTH OF 
INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) 
Agrarian Democratic Party (PDAM): (Jan 1997) 
41460; (Mar 1997) 41552; (Jun 1997) 41710 
Appointments: 


Subject index 


MOLDOVA (contd) 
Military (Mar 1997) 41552 
Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41710; (Jul 1997) 41751 
Cabinet: (Jul 1997) 41751 
Corruption: Privatisation (Jun 1997) 41710 
Defence: 
Amendment of defence law (Oct 1997) 41879 
Armed forces, Appointments (Mar 1997) 41552 
Dnestr: 
Confidence-building measures (Oct 1997) 41879 
Economic and social co-operation agreement 
signed (Nov 1997) 41930 
Government structure approved (Feb 1997) 
41509 
Inauguration of president (Jan 1997) 41460 
Normalisation memorandum 
Talks (Jan 1997) 41460 
Agreement on (Apr 1997) 41611 
Signed (May 1997) 41660 
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE) role (May 1997) 41660; (Dec 
1997) 41978 
Withdrawal of Russian troops (Apr 1997) 41611 
Economy: 
Budget (Mar 1997) 41552; (Dec 1997) 41978 
IMF loan postponed (Nov 1997) 41930 
Privatisation (Jun 1997) 41710 
World Bank loan (Sep 1997) 41832; (Nov 1997) 
41930 
Electoral law: (Nov 1997) 41930 
Foreign relations: 
Iran (Nov 1997) 41939 
Poland (Dec 1997) 41978 
Russia, Dnestr (Apr 1997) 41611; (May 1997) 
41660 
USA (Nov 1997) 41939 
Movement for a Democratic and Prosperous 
Moldova: 
Alliance formed to follow centrist platform (Sep 
1997) 41832 
Inauguration (Feb 1997) 41509 
Parliamentul: 
Prime Ministerial elections (Jan 1997) 41460 
Speaker elected (Mar 1997) 41552 
Political parties: (Jun 1997) 41710; (Sep 1997) 
41832 
President: Inauguration (Jan 1997) 41460 
Prime Minister: Appointment of Prime Minister 
designate (Jan 1997) 41460 


MONACO, Anniversary celebrations of Royal 
Grimaldi: (Jan 1997) 41469 


MONGOLIA 
Appointments: Presidential advisers (Jun 1997) 
41690 
Democratic Union (DU): (Apr 1997) 41591; (May 
1997) 41638 
Economy: 
Abolition of tariffs and trade taxes (Apr 1997) 
41590-1 
Budget (Nov 1997) 41920 
Increased aid pledge (Oct 1997) 41864 
Privatisation (Sep 1997) 41817 
Reform programme (May 1997) 41638 
Elections: Presidential (Mar 1997) 41548; (May 
1997) 41638 
Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party 
(MPRP): (Feb 1997) 41502; (May 1997) 41638; 
(Jun 1997) 41690 
Mongolian United Conservative Party: (May 
1997) 41638 
President: 
Ochirbat defeated by Bagabandi (May 1997) 
41638 
Inauguration of Bagabandi (Jun 1997) 41690 


MONTSERRAT 

Aid promises: 
CARICOM (Aug 1997) 41769 
Cuba (Aug 1997) 41769 
UK (Jun 1997) 41682; (Sep 1997) 41812-13 

Chief Minister: Replacement of Osborne by 
Brandt (Aug 1997) 41769 

Criticism of UK response to volcano crisis: 
(Aug 1997) 41768-9 
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MONTSERRAT (contd) 
Foreign trade: European Union (EU) (Jan 1997) 
41469 
UK initiative to counter money laundering: (Jan 
1997) 41443 
Volcanic eruptions: (Jun 1997) 41682; (Aug 
1997) 41768-9; (Sep 1997) 41813 


MOROCCO 
Appointments: Ministerial (Aug 1997) 41796 
Cabinet: (Aug 1997) 41796-7 
Constitutional Union (UC): (Nov 1997) 41935; 
(Dec 1997) 41983 
Economy: Budget (May 1997) 41664 
Elections: 
Legislative 
Tentative dates (Aug 1997) 41797 
Results (Nov 1997) 41935-6 
Local (Jun 1997) 41713 
Upper house (Chamber of Councillors) (Dec 
1997) 41983 
Foreign relations: 
Chad (May 1997) 41664 
Zaire (Feb 1997) 41477 
Istiqlal: (Nov 1997) 41935; (Dec 1997) 41983 
Political parties: (Jun 1997) 41713; (Nov 1997) 
41935-6; (Dec 1997) 41983 


Progress and Socialism Party (PSP): (Jun 1997) 


41713 
Security: Student unrest (Feb 1997) 41521 
Socialist Union of Popular Forces (USFP): (Nov 
1997) 41935; (Dec 1997) 41983 
Trials: Students sentenced (Feb 1997) 41521 
Western Sahara: see WESTERN SAHARA 


MOZAMBIQUE, Dismissals: Attorney General 
(Dec 1997) 41950 


MYANMAR see BURMA 


N 


NAFTA see NORTH AMERICAN FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT (NAFTA) 


NAMIBIA 

Appointments: Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41947 

Cabinet: (Dec 1997) 41947 

Economy: Budget (Mar 1997) 41529 

Environment: Ivory trade (Jun 1997) 41717 

Obituary of Garoeb: (Sep 1997) 41805-6 

President: Re-elected as SWAPO party president 
(May 1997) 41628 

South-West Africa People’s Organisation 
(SWAPO): Congress (May 1997) 41628 


NATO see NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY 
ORGANISATION (NATO) 


NAURU 
Appointments: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41502 
Cabinet: (Feb 1997) 41502 
Elections: (Feb 1997) 41502 
President: Klodimar elected (Feb 1997) 41502 


NEPAL 

Appointments: Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41449; (Mar 
1997) 41544; (Jun 1997) 41692; (Sep 1997) 
41820; (Oct 1997) 41864; (Dec 1997) 41964 

Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41449; (Mar 1997) 41544; 
(Jun 1997) 41692; (Sep 1997) 41820; (Oct 
1997) 41864; (Dec 1997) 41964 

Economy: World Bank loans (Dec 1997) 41964 

Elections: 
By-elections (Jan 1997) 41449 
Local (May 1997) 41646; (Jun 1997) 41692 

Foreign relations: India, Water treaty ratified (Jun 
1997) 41692 

Nepal Congress Party (NCP): (Jan 1997) 41449; 
(Mar 1997) 41544; (Jun 1997) 41692; (Sep 
1997) 41820; (Oct 1997) 41864; (Dec 1997) 
41964 

Nepal Sadbhavana Party (NSP): (Jan 1997) 
41449; (Mar 1997) 41544; (Sep 1997) 41820; 
(Oct 1997) 41864; (Dec 1997) 41964 


rl 


NEPAL (contd) 
Nepal Workers and Peasants’ Party (NWPP): 
(Jan 1997) 41449 
Political parties: (Jan 1997) 41449; (Apr 1997) 
41544 
Prime Minister: 
Chand 
Appointment (Apr 1997) 41544 
Resignation (Oct 1997) 41864 
Deuba 
Coalition difficulties (Jan 1997) 41449 
Resignation (Mar 1997) 41544 
Thapa (Oct 1997) 41864 
Rashtriya Prajatantra Party (RPP): (Jan 1997) 
41449; (Mar 1997) 41544; (Jun 1997) 41692; 
(Sep 1997) 41820; (Oct 1997) 41864; (Dec 
1997) 41964 
Refugees from Bhutan: (Apr 1997) 41588 
Resignations: 
Ministerial (Oct 1997) 41864 
Prime Minister (Mar 1997) 41544; (Oct 1997) 
41864 
Security: 
Demonstrations by Bhutanese refugees (Apr 
1997) 41588 
Election violence (Jun 1997) 41692 
United Communist Party of Nepal (UCPN): (Jan 
1997) 41449; (Mar 1997) 41544; (May 1997) 
41646; (Jun 1997) 41692; (Sep 1997) 41820; 
(Oct 1997) 41864; (Dec 1997) 41964 


NETHERLANDS 


Drugs: (Mar 1997) 41534 
Foreign relations: 
Albania (Mar 1997) 41558 
Kenya (Apr 1997) 41578 
Surinam (Mar 1997) 41534 
Foreign trade: Russia (Nov 1997) 41921 
Netherlands Antilles: see NETHERLANDS 
ANTILLES 
Sex industry: (Jul 1997) 41754 


NETHERLANDS ANTILLES, Foreign trade: 
European Union (EU) (Jan 1997) 41469 


NEW CALEDONIA, Kanak people: (May 1997) 
41645-6 


NEW ZEALAND 


Appointments: Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41967 
Cabinet: (Dec 1997) 41967 
Economy: 
Budget (Jun 1997) 41687 
Pre-budget statement (Mar 1997) 41548 
Education: (Jun 1997) 41687 
Foreign relations: 
Fiji (Sep 1997) 41825 
Japan (Apr 1997) 41591 
Western Samoa (May 1997) 41645 
Health care: (Jun 1997) 41687 
National Party: Leadership (Nov 1997) 41919—20; 
(Dec 1997) 41967 
Niue: see NIUE 
Obituary of Maori politician: (Jul 1997) 41741 
Parliament: Assault allegations against Deputy 
Prime Minister Peters (Mar 1997) 41548; (Jun 
1997) 41687 
Prime Minister: 
Resignation of Bolger (Nov 1997) 41919-20 
Shipley sworn in (Dec 1997) 41967 
Resignations: Prime Minister (Nov 1997) 
41919-20 


Gun laws inquiry (Feb 1997) 41502 
Mass killing in Raurimu (Feb 1997) 41502 


NICARAGUA 


see also CENTRAL AMERICA 

: Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41442; (May 
1997) 41631; (Jun 1997) 41683; (Oct 1997) 
41856 


Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41442; (May 1997) 41631 
: Properties law (Sep 1997) 41810; (Dec 
1997) 41953 


relations: 
Honduras (Jun 1997) 41683 


NICARAGUA (contd) 


Taiwan (Jul 1997) 41738; (Sep 1997) 41814 
Liberal Alliance (AL): 

Inauguration of new government (Jan 1997) 
41442 

Withdrawal of PLN (May 1997) 41631 

Managua Declaration on regional political 

union: (Sep 1997) 41813 

Nationalist Liberal Party (PLN): Withdrawal from 
Liberal Alliance (AL) (May 1997) 41631 

President: Inauguration of Aleman (Jan 1997) 
41442 

Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN): 

Boycott of new National Assembly (Jan 1997) 
41442 

Ortega 
Defence of “armed struggle” (Oct 1997) 41856 
Dialogue with government (Jan 1997) 41442 

Properties law (Sep 1997) 41810 

Referendum call on future of government (Jul 
1997) 41729 

Security: 

Andres Castro United Front (FUAC) 
disarmament agreement (Nov 1997) 41907; 
(Dec 1997) 41953 

Disarming of former contras (Jul 1997) 41729 

Student demonstrations and violence (Jul 1997) 
41729 

Supreme Court: Laws passed by outgoing 

National Assembly declared null and void (Jan 

1997) 41442 


NIGER 


Appointments: 
Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41673; (Dec 1997) 41945 
Prime Minister (Nov 1997) 41899 
Armed forces: 
Integration of former rebels (Sep 1997) 41804 
Mutiny in Agadez garrison (Jun 1997) 41673 
Cabinet: (Jun 1997) 41673; (Dec 1997) 41945 
Corruption: Saibou (opposition leader) facing 
embezzlement charges (Dec 1997) 41945 
Foreign relations: Libya (May 1997) 41664 
Front for the Restoration and Defence of 
Democracy: (Dec 1997) 41945 
President: Dissolution of government (Apr 1997) 
41579; (Nov 1997) 41899 
Prime Minister: 
Cisse and his government dismissed (Nov 1997) 
41899 
Denunciation of protests (Jan 1997) 41433 
Mayaki appointed (Nov 1997) 41899 
Saharan Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARS): 
(Sep 1997) 41804; (Dec 1997) 41945 
Security: 
Anti-government demonstrations (Jan 1997) 
41433 
Arrest of opposition leaders (Jan 1997) 41433 
Ban on demonstrations (Jul 1997) 41725 
Demonstrations and violence (Jul 1997) 41725 
Mutiny in Agadez garrison (Jun 1997) 41673 
Tuaregs: 
Agadez mutiny (Jun 1997) 41673 
Ceasefire signed between Tuareg and Toubou 
communities and the government (Dec 1997) 
41945 
Peace agreement difficulties (Sep 1997) 41804 
Union of Armed Resistance Forces (UFRA) (Sep 
1997) 41804; (Dec 1997) 41945 


NIGERIA 


Abacha: 
Commitment on return to democracy (Nov 1997) 
41899 
Demonstrations to support his leadership (Nov 
1997) 41899 
Dissolution of Cabinet (Nov 1997) 41899 
Illness report (Oct 1997) 41849 
Possible candidacy in future elections (Feb 
1997) 41481; (Nov 1997) 41899 
Re-elected ECOWAS chairman (Aug 1997) 
41763 
Visit to Ghana (Jan 1997) 41435 
Appointments: Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41946 
Cabinet (Federal Executive Council): (Nov 1997) 
41899; (Dec 1997) 41946 
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NIGERIA (contd) 


Commonwealth: 
Commonwealth ministerial action group (CMAG) 

(Feb 1997) 41481; (Jul 1997) 41724 

Continued suspension (Oct 1997) 41849 
Sanctions (Oct 1997) 41892 

Defence: 
Armed forces 

see also AFRICA, Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) 

Sierra Leone peacekeeping forces (Jun 1997) 
41672; (Sep 1997) 41803; (Oct 1997) 
41849-50 

Democratic Party of Nigeria (DPN): (Dec 1997) 
41946 
Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) summits: (Aug 1997) 41763; (Dec 
1997) 41950 
Economy: 
Budget (Jan 1997) 41434 
Natural gas project in doubt (Jun 1997) 41672 
Oil shortages (Apr 1997) 41577 
Shell oil well closures (Apr 1997) 41577 
Elections: 
Local 
Delays (Feb 1997) 41481 
Massive turnout (Mar 1997) 41528 
State assembly (Dec 1997) 41946 
Timetable (Jul 1997) 41723-4 
Foreign relations: 
Canada (Mar 1997) 41528 
Ghana (Jan 1997) 41435 
Libya (May 1997) 41664 
Sierra Leone (May 1997) 41625; (Jun 1997) 
41672; (Sep 1997) 41803; (Oct 1997) 
41849-50 
UK, Flights banned (May 1997) 41625 
USA (Oct 1997) 41849 
Human rights: 
see also Soyinka 
Abacha’s possible amnesty offer (Nov 1997) 
41899 
Abiola’s continued detention (Nov 1997) 41899 
Canada’s suspension of diplomatic relations 
(Mar 1997) 41528 
CMAG call for further information (Feb 1997) 
41481 
Deaths 

Journalist following release from police 
custody (Oct 1997) 41849 

Yar’Adua in police custody (Dec 1997) 
41945-6 

Objectors to oil and gas exploitation (Jun 1997) 

41672 

Media: Harassment of journalists (Oct 1997) 
41849 
National Democratic Coalition (Nadeco): 
Blamed for bomb attacks (May 1997) 41625; 
(Oct 1997) 41849 
Coup plot allegations seen as a ploy to arrest 
opposition leaders (Dec 1997) 41945-6 
Death of Ajasin (Nadeco chair) (Oct 1997) 41849 
Obituary of Ajasin (chairman of Nadeco): (Oct 
1997) 41849 
Security: 
Arrests in wake of alleged coup plot (Dec 1997) 
49145-6 
Bomb explosions 

Ibadan (May 1997) 41625 

Lagos (Jan 1997) 41434; (May 1997) 41625 

Onitsha (May 1997) 41625 

Communal clashes in Delta and Plateau states 

(Apr 1997) 41577 

Election violence (Mar 1997) 41528 
Shell employees taken hostage (Apr 1997) 
41577 
Treason charges against dissidents (Mar 1997) 
41528 
Soyinka: Treason charge (Mar 1997) 41528 
UN: Sanctions (Jul 1997) 41724 
United Nigeria Congress Party (UNCP): (Dec 
1997) 41946 
Yoruba: Arrests of leaders (Dec 1997) 49145-6 


NIUE 


Appointments: Ministerial (Oct 1997) 41872 


Subject index 


NIUE (contd) 
Dismissals: Ministerial (Oct 1997) 41872 
Foreign relations: USA (May 1997) 41646 


NOBEL PRIZES, 1997 awards: (Oct 1997) 41893 


NORTH AMERICAN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT 

(NAFTA) 

Banana exports to European Union (EU) 
question: (May 1997) 41635 

Free Trade Area for the Americas (FTAA) 
discussions: (May 1997) 41634 

Mexico: (Dec 1997) 41953 

Mexico/USA summit: (May 1997) 41630—-1 


NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANISATION 
(NATO) 
Albania crisis: (Mar 1997) 41557-8 
Appointments: Supreme Allied Commander 
Europe (Mar 1997) 41569 
Bosnia-Herzegovina: 
Stabilisation force (S-For) 
Action against war criminals (Jul 1997) 41749; 
(Aug 1997) 41790 
Brcko (Feb 1997) 41504; (May 1997) 41655 
Extension of mandate called for (Nov 1997) 
41933 
Killing of Drijaca (war criminal) (Jul 1997) 
41749 
Macedonia desire for NATO troops to stay 
(Jun 1997) 41704 
Municipal elections (Sep 1997) 41833 
Plavsic distress call from Banja Luka (Jul 
1997) 41748-9 
Republika Srpska elections (Oct 1997) 41874 
Seizure of television transmitters (Oct 1997) 
41874 
US promise to remain after ending of mandate 
(Dec 1997) 41978 
Denmark: (Jul 1997) 41757 
Enlargement questions: 
Baltic states (Apr 1997) 41608; (Jul 1997) 
41756; (Sep 1997) 41839 
Bulgaria (Jan 1997) 41453; (Feb 1997) 41506; 
(Apr 1997) 41604; (May 1997) 41652-3; (Oct 
1997) 41876 
Central European summit (Jun 1997) 41711 
Czech Republic (Jul 1997) 41750 
Hungary (Feb 1997) 41511; (May 1997) 41655; 
(Oct 1997) 41873; (Nov 1997) 41932 
Lithuania (Oct 1997) 41881 
Madrid summit discussions (Jul 1997) 41756—7 
NATO foreign ministers’ discussions (May 1997) 
41665-6 
Papal opinion (Jun 1997) 41707 
Poland (Nov 1997) 41931 
Romania (Feb 1997) 41511; (Apr 1997) 41607; 
(Jul 1997) 41756-7; (Oct 1997) 41874; 41876 
Russian fears (Feb 1997) 41521; (Mar 1997) 
41549; 41569; (Apr 1997) 41617; (Jul 1997) 
41757; (Sep 1997) 41839 
Slovakia (Feb 1997) 41504; (Apr 1997) 41607; 
(May 1997) 41656; (Jul 1997) 41750 
Slovenia (May 1997) 41655; (Jul 1997) 41756 
Foreign relations: 
Argentina (Aug 1997) 41768; (Oct 1997) 41858 
Turkey, Reaction to Turkish offensive against 
Kurds (May 1997) 41652 
France: Reintegration question (Feb 1997) 41521; 
(Jul 1997) 41742; 41757 
Helsinki summit: (Mar 1997) 41569 
Kazakhstan peacekeeping exercises: (Sep 
1997) 41818 
Kohl-Yeltsin meeting: (Apr 1997) 41617 
Madrid summit: (Jul 1997) 41756-7 
Map: (May 1997) 41665 
Partnerships for peace programme: 
Azerbaijan (Sep 1997) 41836 
Switzerland (Apr 1997) 41617 
Russia-NATO Founding Act on Mutual 
Relations: (May 1997) 41657; 41665; (Dec 
1997) 41974 
Spain: UK-Spain dispute over Gibraltar (Jul 1997) 
41742 
Ukraine-NATO security pact: (May 1997) 
41665-6; (Jul 1997) 41757; (Aug 1997) 41787 


NORWAY 
Appointments: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41515; (Oct 
1997) 41881 
Cabinet: (Oct 1997) 41881 
Christian People’s Party (KrF): (Oct 1997) 41881 
Economy: 
Budget (Oct 1997) 41881 
EU liquor monopoly ruling (Mar 1997) 41563 
Elections: Legislative (Sep 1997) 41829-30 
Environment: Whaling (Oct 1997) 41892 
Eugenics (forced sterilisations) programme 
admitted: (Aug 1997) 41784 
Foreign relations: 
Greenland (Nov 1997) 41924 
Iceland (Nov 1997) 41924 
Kenya (Apr 1997) 41578 
Foreign trade: Czech Republic (Mar 1997) 41553 
Labour Party (DNA): (Aug 1997) 41784; (Sep 
1997) 41830; (Oct 1997) 41881 
Obituary of Syse: (Sep 1997) 41830 
Political parties: (Sep 1997) 41829-30; (Oct 
1997) 41881 
Prime Minister: Jagland’s admission on KGB 
contacts (Aug 1997) 41784 
Resignations: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41515 


NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT see DISARMAMENT 
AND ARMS CONTROL 


NUCLEAR ENERGY 
Australia: (Sep 1997) 41825 
China: 
Co-operation with USA (Oct 1997) 41860 
Regulations on export of nuclear materials 
tightened (Sep 1997) 41914 
France: Closure of Super-Phénix reactor promised 
(Jun 1997) 41695 
Indonesia: (Feb 1997) 41501; (Aug 1997) 41778 
Iran: (Sep 1997) 41842 
Israel: (Oct 1997) 41889-90 
Japan: 
Allegations of mismanagement (Apr 1997) 41592 
Closure of Fugen reactor (Apr 1997) 41592 
Explosion at nuclear fuel reprocessing plant (Mar 
1997) 41539; (Apr 1997) 41592 
Plans for new power station scrapped (Mar 
1997) 41539 
Radioactive leak reported at Tokalmura plant 
(Aug 1997) 41772 
Korea, North: KEDO consortium (May 1997) 
41641; (Jun 1997) 41689; (Aug 1997) 41772 
Sweden: Closure of two reactors (Feb 1997) 
41515 
Ukraine: 
Chernoby! power station 
Aid for (Sep 1997) 41838; (Nov 1997) 41923 
Closure delayed (Feb 1997) 41509; (Sep 
1997) 41838 
Programme for closure (Apr 1997) 41611 
Takeover plan by national energy company 
(Sep 1997) 41838 


NUCLEAR TESTS, Marshall Islands: 
Compensation payments (May 1997) 41646 


NUCLEAR WASTE 
Australia: (Sep 1997) 41825 
Germany: (Mar 1997) 41560 
Taiwan deal with North Korea: (Mar 1997) 41541 


NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
see also DISARMAMENT AND ARMS 
CONTROL 

lran: USA-lsrael fears concerning (Sep 1997) 
41842 
Israel (Oct 1997) 41890 

Korea, North: (May 1997) 41642 

Russia: (Feb 1997) 41507; (May 1997) 41665; 
(Jun 1997) 41708; (Oct 1997) 41855 

USA: Nuclear strategy report (Dec 1997) 41951 


Oo 


OAS see ORGANISATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
(OAS) 


OAU see ORGANISATION OF AFRICAN UNITY 
(OAU) 


OECD see ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC ( 
CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT (OECD) 


OIC see ORGANISATION OF THE ISLAMIC 
CONFERENCE (OIC) 7 


OMAN 
Appointments: 
Council of State (Dec 1997) 41981 
Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41981 
Cabinet: (Dec 1997) 41981 
Consultative Council: (Oct 1997) 41889 
Council of State: (Dec 1997) 41981 


OPEC see ORGANISATION OF PETROLEUM 
EXPORTING COUNTRIES (OPEC) 


ORGANISATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU) 
Comoros: 
Anjouan secession referendum (Oct 1997) 
41852 
Mediation in separatists’ demand for return to 
French rule (Aug 1997) 41762-3; (Sep 1997) 
41805 
Military observers despatched to Anjouan (Nov 
1997) 41901 
Congo: Mediation mission (Aug 1997) 41759 
Congo, Democratic Republic of (formerly 
Zaire): (Aug 1997) 41759 
Liberia: (Feb 1997) 41481-2 
Rwanda: International investigation of 1994 
genocide proposed (Nov 1997) 41897; (Dec 
1997) 41950 
Sudan civil war: (Jan 1997) 41433 
Summit: (Jun 1997) 41674 


ORGANISATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) 
Colombia elections: (Oct 1997) 41856; (Nov 
1997) 41905 
General Assembly: (Jun 1997) 41682-3 - 
Guyana elections: (Dec 1997) 41954 ( 
Haiti: (May 1997) 41633; (Jun 1997) 41683 
Peru: (Jun 1997) 41681 


ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO- 
OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT (OECD), 
Korea, South: (Jan 1997) 41444; (Nov 1997) 
41909 


ORGANISATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 
(OIC) 
Céte d’lvoire observer status: (Dec 1997) 41985 
Foreign ministers’ annual meeting: (Oct 1997) 

41893 

Invitation to Iraq: (Jun 1997) 41715 
Summits: (Mar 1997) 41570; (Dec 1997) 41984—-5 
Togo membership: (Oct 1997) 41893 


ORGANISATION OF PETROLEUM EXPORTING 
COUNTRIES (OPEC) 
Death of Tariki (Saudi Arabia’s first Oil 
Minister): (Sep 1997) 41842 
lran-Saudi Arabia relations: (Jul 1997) 41756 
Oil ministers’ meeting: (Nov 1997) 41941 
Production quotas agreed: (Nov 1997) 41941 


ORGANISATION FOR SECURITY AND 
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE) 
Albania: (Mar 1997) 41557; (Apr 1997) 41596-7; 
(May 1997) 41653; (Jun 1997) 41703-4; (Jul 
1997) 41747; (Aug 1997) 41789 
Azerbaijan/Armenia/Nagorno Karabakh dispute: — 
(Apr 1997) 41612; (Jun 1997) 41710; (Sep 
1997) 41835-6; (Oct 1997) 41878; (Nov 1997) 
41922 
Belarus: (Jan 1997) 41459; (Nov 1997) 41923 
Belarus-Russia Union Treaty: (Jun 1997) 41709 
Bosnia-Herzegovina: 
Arms control agreement (Nov 1997) 41933 
Bomb attacks on OSCE offices (Jul 1997) 41749 
Brcko (May 1997) 41655; (Jun 1997) 41704 "4 
Municipal elections (Mar 1997) 41555; (May é 
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ORGANISATION FOR SECURITY AND 
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE) (contd) 
ca (Sep 1997) 41833; (Oct 1997) 
Republika Srpska elections (Sep 1997) 41833; 
(Oct 1997) 41874; (Nov 1997) 41933 
Croatian elections: (Apr 1997) 41606; (Jun 1997) 
41705 
Moldova: Dnestr (May 1997) 41660; (Dec 1997) 
41978 
Russia: Chechnya presidential elections (Jan 
1997) 41458 
Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of (FRY): Serbian 
elections (Jan 1997) 41455; (Feb 1997) 41503; 
(Sep 1997) 41833; (Oct 1997) 41875; (Dec 
1997) 41978 


OSCE see ORGANISATION FOR SECURITY AND 
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE) 


P 


PACIFIC REGIONS 
see also ASIA-PACIFIC COUNTRIES; 
ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH-EAST ASIAN 
NATIONS (ASEAN) 
Foreign trade: European Union (EU) (May 1997) 
41651 
South Pacific Commission: 
Canberra conference (Oct 1997) 41871 
Renaming (May 1997) 41646; (Oct 1997) 41871 
UK membership question (Oct 1997) 41871 
South Pacific Forum (SPF): Annual summit (Sep 
1997) 41825 
Spearhead Group: (May 1997) 41645-6 


PAKISTAN © 
50th anniversary of independence: (Mar 1997) 
41570; (Aug 1997) 41775 
Appointments: 
Military (Apr 1997) 41587-8; (May 1997) 41636 
Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41498-—9; (Jul 1997) 
41740 
Arms trade with: Afghanistan (Dec 1997) 41966 
Bhutto, Benazir: 
Arrest for corruption called for (Oct 1997) 41865 
Condemnation of creation of national security 
council (Jan 1997) 41447-8 
Drug trafficking allegations (Sep 1997) 41819 
Election defeat for PPP (Feb 1997) 41498 
Freezing of Bhutto assets in Switzerland (Sep 
1997) 41819 
Supreme Court ruling on her dismissal as Prime 
Minister (Jan 1997) 41448 
Bhutto, Murtaza: 
Investigations into his killing (Jan 1997) 41448; 
(Jun 1997) 41691-2 
Zardari indicted (Jul 1997) 41740 
Cabinet: (Feb 1997) 41498-9; (Jul 1997) 41740 
Constitution: (Mar 1997) 41543; (Apr 1997) 
41587; (Jul 1997) 41740; (Nov 1997) 41913-14 
Corruption: 
Bhutto and family (Jan 1997) 41448; (Sep 1997) 
41819; (Oct 1997) 41865 
Military purchasing contracts (Apr 1997) 41587 
Defence: 
Armed forces, Council for Defence and National 
Security (CDNS) formed (Jan 1997) 41447-8 
Landmines (Sep 1997) 41845 
Disasters: 
Earthquake (Mar 1997) 41543 
Fatal gas leak in Lahore (Jan 1997) 41448 
Train crash (Mar 1997) 41543 
Dismissals: 
Military (Apr 1997) 41587 
Supreme Court chief justice (Dec 1997) 41965 


Air force officer (Apr 1997) 41587 
Bhutto family allegations (Sep 1997) 41819 


Austerity measures (Feb 1997) 41499 

Budget (Jan 1997) 41448; (Jun 1997) 41692 
Currency devaluation (Oct 1997) 41865-6 
Economic revival programme (Mar 1997) 41543 
Energy (May 1997) 41666 

Food shortages (Apr 1997) 41588 


PAKISTAN (contd) 
IMF (Mar 1997) 41543; (Oct 1997) 41865-6; 
(Dec 1997) 41966 
Investment incentives (Dec 1997) 41965 
Taxation (Mar 1997) 41543 
World Bank loan (Dec 1997) 41965-6 
Elections: 
Legislative 3 
Preparations for (Jan 1997) 41448 
Results (Feb 1997) 41498 
Presidential (Dec 1997) 41965 
Provincial (Feb 1997) 41498 
Foreign relations: 
Afghanistan (May 1997) 41635; (Jun 1997) 
41693; (Dec 1997) 41966 
India 
Demonstrations by Pakistanis (Oct 1997) 
41865 
Eighth round of talks (Mar 1997) 41543 
Exchanges of fire on line of control (Aug 1997) 
41775; (Sep 1997) 41819; (Oct 1997) 41865 
Expulsion of diplomats (Sep 1997) 41819; 
(Oct 1997) 41865 
Kashmir talks (Jun 1997) 41691; (Sep 1997) 
41819; (Dec 1997) 41965 
Kashmir and visit of Queen Elizabeth II (Oct 
1997) 41865 
Ministerial meetings (Apr 1997) 41588 
Prime Ministers’ meetings (May 1997) 41636; 
(Sep 1997) 41819 
lran (Sep 1997) 41819 
Switzerland (Sep 1997) 41819 
UK (Oct 1997) 41865 
USA (Nov 1997) 41914 
Foreign trade: 
India (May 1997) 41636 
Turkmenistan (May 1997) 41666; (Oct 1997) 
41866 
USA (Apr 1997) 41588 
Map: (Feb 1997) 41499 
Pakistan Muslim League (PML-N): 
Constitutional changes (Mar 1997) 41543 
Election success (Feb 1997) 41498 
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP): 
Election defeat (Feb 1997) 41498 
Election preparations (Jan 1997) 41448 
Political parties: (Feb 1997) 41498 
President: 
Constitutional crisis (Nov 1997) 41913-14 
Reduction in presidential powers (Apr 1997) 
41587 
Resignation of Leghari (Dec 1997) 41965 
Tarar’s election (Dec 1997) 41965 
Prime Minister: 
Address to UN General Assembly (Sep 1997) 
41819 
Appeal to the nation on financial crisis (Feb 
1997) 41499 
Constitutional crisis (Nov 1997) 41913-14 
Meetings with Indian Prime Minister (May 1997) 
41636; (Sep 1997) 41819 
Sharif’s formal election (Feb 1997) 41498-9 
Punjab: Attacks on Christians (Feb 1997) 41499 
Religious affairs: 
Christians attacked in Punjab (Feb 1997) 41499 
Sunni-Shia violence (Aug 1997) 41775; (Sep 
1997) 41819 
Resignations: 
Baluchistan governor (Apr 1997) 41588 
President Leghari (Dec 1997) 41965 
Security: 
Anti-terrorism legislation (Aug 1997) 41775 
Council for Defence and National Security 
(CDNS) (Apr 1997) 41587 
Killings 
lranian airforce technicians (Sep 1997) 41819 
Sunni Muslim activist (Jul 1997) 41740 
US citizens (Nov 1997) 41914 
Sunni-Shia violence (Aug 1997) 41775; (Sep 
1997) 41819 
Supreme Court: 
Prime Minister charged with contempt for 
judiciary (Nov 1997) 41913-14 
Ruling on dismissal of Bhutto (Jan 1997) 41448 
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (Movement for Justice) (Imran 
Khan’s party): (Feb 1997) 41498 


PAKISTAN (contd) 
Trials: 
Arrest of Zardari (Bhutto’s father-in-law) (Jan 
1997) 41448 
Zardari (Bhutto’s husband) for murder of 
Murtaza Bhutto (Jan 1997) 41448; (Jun 1997) 
41691-2; (Jul 1997) 41740 


PALAU, IMF membership: (Dec 1997) 41968 


PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANISATION (PLO) 
see PALESTINIAN ORGANISATIONS 


PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS (WEST BANK AND GAZA 
STRIP) 
see also MIDDLE EAST, Peace process 
Aid: International donors’ meeting (Dec 1997) 
41982 
Appointments: Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41470 
Arafat: 
Condemnation of Jerusalem suicide bombing 
(Aug 1997) 41794 
Condolences to Israel for helicopter crash 
deaths (Feb 1997) 41517 
Har Homa settlement warning (Feb 1997) 41518 
Health problems (Nov 1997) 41940 
Meetings with 
Egyptian President (Feb 1997) 41518 
Israeli Foreign Minister (Apr 1997) 41614; 
(Aug 1997) 41794 
Israeli President (May 1997) 41662 
Israeli Prime Minister (Jan 1997) 41469; (Feb 
1997) 41518; (Oct 1997) 41890-1 
US Secretary of State (Sep 1997) 41840 
Visits to 
Egypt (Jan 1997) 41470 
Hebron (Jan 1997) 41470 
Russia (Feb 1997) 41518 
UK (Aug 1997) 41795 
USA (Mar 1997) 41564—5 
Corruption: Investigation into allegations against 
PNA (Jun 1997) 41714; (Aug 1997) 41795 
Death penalty for sale of land to Jews: (May 
1997) 41662; (Jun 1997) 41714 
Economy: 
Budget (Jun 1997) 41714 
IMF report (Mar 1997) 41566 
Securities Exchange (PSE) opened in Nablus 
(Feb 1997) 41519 
Foreign relations: 
see also MIDDLE EAST, Peace process 
Czech Republic (Sep 1997) 41831 
Egypt (Jan 1997) 41470; (Feb 1997) 41518 
Iran (Jan 1997) 41470 
Russia (Feb 1997) 41518 
UK (Aug 1997) 41795 
USA 
Congressional vote on Jerusalem (Jun 1997) 
41714 
Visit of US Secretary of State (Sep 1997) 
41839-40 
Hebron: 
Agreement on withdrawal of Israeli troops (Jan 
1997) 41469-70 
Arafat visit (Jan 1997) 41470 
Attack on civilians by Israeli soldier (Jan 1997) 
41470 
Netanyahu threat to crack down on Palestinian 
protestors (Aug 1997) 41793 
Unrest (Jun 1997) 41713—14; (Aug 1997) 
41793-4 
Human rights: (Feb 1997) 41519; (Dec 1997) 
41982 
Map: (Mar 1997) 41565 
Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC): 
Resignation of Abdel-Shafi rejected (Oct 1997) 
41891 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA): 
Boycott of MENA economic conference (Nov 
1997) 41939 
Commonwealth membership application (Oct 
1997) 41892 - 
Corruption allegations (Aug 1997) 41795 * 
Jerusalem census blocked by Knesset (Dec 
1997) 41981 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS (WEST BANK AND GAZA 
STRIP) (contd) 
Palestinian Popular Forces Party: (Nov 1997) 
41940 
President of Palestinian Council's executive 
authority: see Arafat 
Release of Palestinian prisoners by Israel: (Feb 
1997) 41518 
Resignations: 
Attorney General (Jun 1997) 41714 
Ministerial (May 1997) 41662; (Aug 1997) 41795 
Security: 
see also Hebron 
Arrests 
Hamas members responsible for Tel Aviv 
bombing (Apr 1997) 41614 
Palestinian police officers by Israelis (Aug 
1997) 41794 
Bethlehem unrest (Nov 1997) 41940 
Clash with Israeli undercover soldiers (Feb 
1997) 41519 
Closure of West Bank and Gaza Strip in 
response to Jerusalem suicide bombings (Sep 
1997) 41839 
Detention of Palestinians (Sep 1997) 41839 
Ending of Palestinian-Israeli co-operation in 
Gaza Strip (Mar 1997) 41565 
Jerusalem suicide bombings reactions (Aug 
1997) 41794; (Sep 1997) 41839 
Killings 
Palestinian child in Bethlehem (Nov 1997) 
41940 
Palestinian land dealers (Jun 1997) 41714 
Police in Nablus (Aug 1997) 41794; (Nov 1997) 
41940 
Resumption of Palestinian/Israeli co-operation 
(Apr 1997) 41614 
Sacrilegious leaflets (Jun 1997) 41713—14; (Aug 
1997) 41793-4 
Strike by Palestinian teachers (Apr 1997) 41615 
Violence over settlements issue (Mar 1997) 
41564-5; 41566 
Statehood question: (Jan 1997) 41470 
Withdrawal of Israeli troops: (Jan 1997) 
41469-70; (Mar 1997) 41565 


PALESTINIAN ORGANISATIONS 
Hamas: 
Arrest of Hamas official in Jordan (Sep 1997) 
41841 
Assassination attempt against Hamas official in 
Jordan (Sep 1997) 41841 
Suicide bombings 
Jerusalem (Aug 1997) 41794; (Sep 1997) 
41839 
Tel Aviv (Mar 1997) 41566; (Apr 1997) 41614 
Visit of Abu Marzuk to Jordan following 
deportation from USA (May 1997) 41663 
Hezbollah: see LEBANON 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO): 
Arafat see PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS (WEST 
BANK AND GAZA STRIP) 
Charter amendment (Jan 1997) 41470 
Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command (PFLP-GC): 
Lebanese targets attacked by Israel (Oct 1997) 
41889 


PANAMA 
Economy: IMF credit (Dec 1997) 41953 
Foreign relations: 
China (Sep 1997) 41810 
Colombia (Apr 1997) 41583; (Jul 1997) 41732; 
(Nov 1997) 41904—-5 
Ecuador (Apr 1997) 41583 
Taiwan (Sep 1997) 41810; 41814 
USA (Dec 1997) 41953 
Managua Declaration on regional political 
union: Observer status (Sep 1997) 41813 
Panama Canal: 
Congress (Sep 1997) 41810 
Tentative agreement with USA (Dec 1997) 41953 
Refugees from Colombia: (Jul 1997) 41732 
Resignations: Panama Canal Commission (PCC) 
chairman (Sep 1997) 41810 


PANAMA (contd) 
Security: Armed clashes with Colombian refugees 
(Jul 1997) 41732 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
see also PACIFIC REGIONS 
Appointments: 

Governor-General (Nov 1997) 41920 

Military (Jul 1997) 41741 

Ministerial (Mar 1997) 41548; (Aug 1997) 
41778-9; (Nov 1997) 41920; (Dec 1997) 
41968 

Armed forces: (Feb 1997) 41502; (Jul 1997) 

41741 

Bougainville: 

Bougainville Revolutionary Army (BRA) (Feb 
1997) 41502; (May 1997) 41644; (Jun 1997) 
41686; (Jul 1997) 41741; (Aug 1997) 41779; 
(Oct 1997) 41871 

Hostages released (Jul 1997) 41741 

Killings (May 1997) 41644 

Mercenaries brought in against secessionists 
(Feb 1997) 41502; (Mar 1997) 41547; (Apr 
1997) 41496; (May 1997) 41644; (Jun 1997) 
41686; (Aug 1997) 41779 

Peace talks (Jul 1997) 41741; (Aug 1997) 
41779; (Oct 1997) 41871; (Nov 1997) 41920 

Cabinet: (Mar 1997) 41548; (Aug 1997) 41778-9; 

(Nov 1997) 41920; (Dec 1997) 41967-8 

Constitutional crisis: (Mar 1997) 41547 
Corruption: 

Bribery allegations against Prime Minister (Nov 
1997) 41920; (Dec 1997) 41967-8 

Inquiry into foreign mercenaries (Mar 1997) 
41547-8; (Apr 1997) 41596; (May 1997) 
41644; (Aug 1997) 41779 

Misconduct charges against minister (Oct 1997) 
41871 

Dismissals: Ministerial (Sep 1997) 41825; (Dec 

1997) 41968 

Drought: (Sep 1997) 41825 

Economy: IMF (Sep 1997) 41825 

Elections: General (Jun 1997) 41686; (Jul 1997) 
41741 

Foreign relations: 

Australia (Feb 1997) 41502 

China (Sep 1997) 41825 

Solomon Islands (Jul 1997) 41741 

South Africa (Feb 1997) 41502 

Taiwan (Sep 1997) 41825 

Human rights: (May 1997) 41644 

Individual Community Rights Advocacy Forum 
(ICRAF): (May 1997) 41644 

Map: (Mar 1997) 41547 

National Alliance party: (Jun 1997) 41686 

Pangu Pati party: (Jun 1997) 41686; (Jul 1997) 
41741; (Dec 1997) 41967 

People’s Democratic Movement (PDM): (Sep 
1997) 41825 

People’s Progress Party (PPP): (Jul 1997) 
41741; (Aug 1997) 41779; (Dec 1997) 41967-8 

Political parties: (Jul 1997) 41741 

Prime Minister: 

Chan 
Resignation (Mar 1997) 41547-8 
Return (Jun 1997) 41686 

Skate 
Elected (Jul 1997) 41741 
Bribery allegations (Nov 1997) 41920 

Resignations: 

Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41967 

Prime Minister (Mar 1997) 41547-8 
Security: 

see also Bougainville 

Arrests following March demonstrations (May 
1997) 41644 

Demonstrations (Mar 1997) 41547-8 

UK mercenaries issue (Feb 1997) 41502; (Mar 
1997) 41547; (Apr 1997) 41596; (May 1997) 
41644; (Jun 1997) 41686; (Jul 1997) 41741 

Trials: Singherok over use of foreign mercenaries 

(Jul 1997) 41741 


PARAGUAY 
Appointments: 
Military (Nov 1997) 41906 


PARAGUAY (contd) 
Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41488; (Jul 1997) 41732; 
(Sep 1997) 41811 
Armed forces: i 
Appointment of Commander (Nov 1997) 41906 
Disciplinary action against Oviedo (Oct 1997) 
41857 
Retirement of officers loyal to Oviedo (Jan 1997) 
41443 
Authentic Radical Liberal Party (PLRA): 
Electoral pact with National Encounter (EN) 
party (Aug 1997) 41767 
Presidential candidate (Sep 1997) 41811 
Cabinet: (Feb 1997) 41488; (Jul 1997) 41732 
Colorado Party (ANR-PC): 
Impeachment of president recommended (Aug 
1997) 41767 
Internal rift (Feb 1997) 41488 
Presidential candidate (Sep 1997) 41811; (Oct 
1997) 41857; (Nov 1997) 41906; (Dec 1997) 
41955 
Corruption: Banking scandal (Jul 1997) 41732 
Elections: Presidential, Primaries (Sep 1997) 
41811; (Oct 1997) 41857 
Foreign relations: Taiwan (Sep 1997) 41814 
National Encounter (EN): (Sep 1997) 41811 
Obituary of Perez: (Apr 1997) 41586 
Oviedo: 
Displinary action controversy (Oct 1997) 41857; 
(Nov 1997) 41906 
Presidential candidate (Sep 1997) 41811; (Oct 
1997) 41857; (Nov 1997) 41906 
Retirement of officers loyal to Oviedo (Jan 1997) 
41443 
Surrender (Dec 1997) 41955 
President: 
Disciplinary action against Oviedo (Oct 1997) 
41857; (Nov 1997) 41906; (Dec 1997) 41955 
Impeachment of Wasmosy recommended by 
Colorado Party executive (Aug 1997) 41767 
Resignations: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41488; (Sep 
1997) 41811; (Nov 1997) 41906 
Security: Oviedo crisis (Nov 1997) 41906; (Dec 
1997) 41955 i 
Supreme Court: Oviedo displinary action ( 
controversy (Oct 1997) 41857 


PARIS CLUB see AID AGENCIES; DEBT 


PERU 
Appointments: 
Ministerial (Apr 1997) 41582; (Jul 1997) 
41730-1 
Police (Apr 1997) 41582 
Cabinet: (Dec 1997) 41956 
Constitution: 
Presidential term (May 1997) 41632; (Jun 1997) 
41681 
Violations (Jul 1997) 41730 
Corruption: 
Security forces (Apr 1997) 41582 
Telephone tapping allegations (Jul 1997) 41730; 
(Aug 1997) 41768 
Defence: 
Armed forces 
Leadership reshuffle (Dec 1997) 41956 
Military exercises on Ecuador border (Sep 
1997) 41812 
Power struggle between army and president 
(Dec 1997) 41956 
Disasters: Mud slide (Feb 1997) 41488 
Dismissals: 
Constitutional Tribunal judges (May 1997) 41632 
Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41956 
Economy: Budget (Sep 1997) 41812 
Elections: Presidential (2000), Candidates (Sep 
1997) 41811 
Foreign relations: 
APEC membership (Nov 1997) 41919 
Canada (Feb 1997) 41488 
Cuba (Mar 1997) 41533 
Dominican Republic (Feb 1997) 41488; (Mar 
1997) 41533 
Ecuador (May 1997) 41632; (Jun 1997) 41681; 
(Sep 1997) 41812; (Nov 1997) 41906 ry 
Japan (Jan 1997) 41438-9; (Feb 1997) 41488; 
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PERU (contd) 
(Mar 1997) 41533; (Apr 1997) 41582; (May 
P 1997) 41632 
é UK (Feb 1997) 41488 
USA (Apr 1997) 41582; (Sep 1997) 41812 
trade: 


France (Aug 1997) 41768 
Withdrawal from Andean Group (Apr 1997) 
41585. 
Human rights: (Mar 1997) 41533; (Apr 1997) 
41582-3; (Jun 1997) 41681; (Jul 1997) 41730 
Media: 
| Telephone tapping allegations (Jul 1997) 41730; 
(Aug 1997) 41768 
TV station owner Ivcher deprived of Peruvian 
nationality (Sep 1997) 41812 
Organisation of American States (OAS): (Jun 
1997) 41681; 41682-3 
Petroleum: Halting of oil exploration because of 
pressure from guerrillas (Aug 1997) 41768 
Political parties: (Sep 1997) 41811 
Political realignments: (Sep 1997) 41811 
President: 
Citizenship status question (Jul 1997) 41730 
Hostage crisis ended by military assault (Apr 
1997) 41582 
Meeting with Japanese Prime Minister (Jan 
1997) 41438 
Political crisis (Jun 1997) 41680—1; (Jul 1997) 
41730 
Power struggle with army (Dec 1997) 41956 
Presidential term legislation (May 1997) 41632; 
(Jun 1997) 416814 
State of the nation address (Jul 1997) 41730 
Unpopularity of Fujimori (Sep 1997) 41811 
Visit to UK (Feb 1997) 41488 
Resignations: 
Ministerial (Apr 1997) 41582; (Jul 1997) 
41730-1 
Police (Apr 1997) 41582 
Security: 
see also Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) 
guerrillas; Tupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement (MRTA) 
$ Anti-government protests (Jun 1997) 41680-—1; 
(Jul 1997) 41730 
Bombing in Lima (Sep 1997) 41812 
Ecuador border incident (May 1997) 41632 
“Executions” of guerrillas reported (Apr 1997) 
41582-3 
Hostage crisis in Japanese embassy (Jan 1997) 
41438-9; (Feb 1997) 41488; (Mar 1997) 
41533; (Apr 1997) 41582-3; (May 1997) 
41632 
National Intelligence Service (SIE) (May 1997) 
41632; (Jun 1997) 41681; (Jul 1997) 41730 
Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) guerrillas: 
Arrests of senior leaders (Aug 1997) 41768; 
(Sep 1997) 41812 
Attacks (May 1997) 41632 
Trials: 
National Intelligence Service (SIE) members for 
torture (May 1997) 41632 
Officials responsible for security lapses leading 
to hostage crisis (May 1997) 41632 


Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA): 


Capture of guerrillas alleged by government 
(Mar 1997) 41533 

Hostage crisis (Jan 1997) 41438-9; (Feb 1997) 
41488; (Mar 1997) 41533; (Apr 1997) 
41582-3; (May 1997) 41632 


. PETROLEUM 

| see also ENVIRONMENT, Oil spills; 

ORGANISATION OF PETROLEUM 

EXPORTING COUNTRIES (OPEC) 

Albania: (Dec 1997) 41979 

Azerbaijan: (Jul 1997) 41739; (Aug 1997) 41788; 
(Sep 1997) 41837; (Nov 1997) 41922 

Brazil: (Mar 1997) 41532 

China-Vietnam dispute: (Nov 1997) 41917 

Iraq: see UNITED NATIONS, Iraq 

Kazakhstan: (Mar 1997) 41542; (Oct 1997) 
41867; (Nov 1997) 41912 

Nigeria: Shell oil well closures (Apr 1997) 41577 

Peru: (Aug 1997) 41768 


PETROLEUM (contd) 


Philippines (Oct 1997) 41869-70; (Nov 1997) 
41919 

Prices: (Jan 1997) 41472 

Russia: Chechyna pipeline (Aug 1997) 41786-7; 
(Sep 1997) 41837; (Oct 1997) 41878; (Nov 
1997) 41922 

Turkmenistan: (Oct 1997) 41866 

Turkmenistan-Azerbaijan dispute: (Jul 1997) 
41739; (Aug 1997) 41788; (Oct 1997) 41866 

World Petroleum Congress (WPC): (Oct 1997) 
41893 


PHILIPPINES 


Appointments: 

Military (Dec 1997) 41962 

Ministerial (Sep 1997) 41824 

Stock exchange president (Apr 1997) 41595-6 

Armed forces: Chief of staff (Dec 1997) 41962 

Constitution: (Jun 1997) 41685; (Jul 1997) 41735; 
(Sep 1997) 41824 

Corruption: 

Marcos gold allegations (Oct 1997) 41869 

Stock exchange insider trading (Mar 1997) 
41546; (Apr 1997) 41595-6 

Swiss agreement on return of Marcos assets 
(Dec 1997) 41962 

Drugs: Anti-trafficking agreement with Burma (Oct 

1997) 41870 

Economy: 

Austerity plan (Dec 1997) 41962 

Central bank (Jul 1997) 41735 

Currency difficulties/devaluation (Jul 1997) 
41735 

Financial crisis (Oct 1997) 41861; (Dec 1997) 
41962 

IMF (Jul 1997) 41735 

Petroleum prices (Oct 1997) 41869-70; (Nov 
1997) 41919 

Privatisation (Nov 1997) 41919 

Stock exchange (Mar 1997) 41546; (Apr 1997) 
41595-6 

Elections: 

Presidential, Candidates (Jun 1997) 41686; (Jul 
1997) 41735; (Aug 1997) 41778; (Sep 1997) 
41824; (Dec 1997) 41962 

Provincial (May 1997) 41643 

Foreign relations: 

Burma (Oct 1997) 41870 

China, Spratly Islands dispute (May 1997) 
41643; (Jun 1997) 41686 

Korea, South (Mar 1997) 41539 

Singapore (Jun 1997) 41686 

Switzerland (Dec 1997) 41962 

Lakas ng Edsa/National Union of Christian 

Democrats (NUCD): Presidential candidates 

(Jun 1997) 41686; (Jul 1997) 41735; (Aug 1997) 

41778; (Sep 1997) 41824; (Dec 1997) 41962 

Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF): 

Ceasefire agreement (Nov 1997) 41919 

Fighting (Jun 1997) 41686 

Hostages taken (Jun 1997) 41686 

Links with foreign gunmen (Oct 1997) 41870 

Peace talks (Jan 1997) 41451; (Jul 1997) 41735 

Suspension of peace negotiations (Jun 1997) 
41686 

Political parties: (Jun 1997) 41686 
President: 

Endorsement of successor (Dec 1997) 41962 

Second term rejected by 
Supreme Court (Jun 1997) 41686 
Commission on Elections (Jul 1997) 41735 
Demonstrators (Sep 1997) 41824 

Ramos linked to Marcos gold (Oct 1997) 41869 

Visit to Burma (Oct 1997) 41870 

Religious affairs: Shari'ah law public executions 

banned (Nov 1997) 41919 

Resignations: 

Ministerial (Aug 1997) 41778 

Police chief (Dec 1997) 41962 

Stock exchange officials (Mar 1997) 41546 

Security: 

see also Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 

Alex Boncayao Brigade (ABB) (Oct 1997) 41870 

Arrest of guerrilla leaders (Oct 1997) 41869 
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PHILIPPINES (contd) 


Attack on military camp by Arab gunmen (Oct 
1997) 41870 
Bombings in Manila (Sep 1997) 41824 
Demonstrations against constitutional 
amendments (Sep 1997) 41824 
Election violence (May 1997) 41643 
Kidnappings (Dec 1997) 41962 
New People’s Army (NPA) 
Attacks (Nov 1997) 41919 
Government talks with (Dec 1997) 41962 
Revolutionary Proletarian Party (RPP) (Oct 
1997) 41870 
Strikes (Oct 1997) 41869 
Struggle of the Nationalist Filipino Masses 
(LMMP) political group: (Jun 1997) 41686 
Supreme Court rulings: 
Oil industry (Oct 1997) 41869-70; (Nov 1997) 
41919 
Presidential term (Jun 1997) 41685 


PLO see PALESTINIAN ORGANISATIONS, 


Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 


POLAND 


Abortion: 

Constitution draft condemned by Catholic 
Church (May 1997) 41656; (Jun 1997) 41707 

Law amended to 1993 position (Dec 1997) 
41976 

Appointments: 

Military (Mar 1997) 41553 

Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41460; (Feb 1997) 
41510-11; (Mar 1997) 41553; (Apr 1997) 
41608; (Oct 1997) 41872 

Armed forces: Appointments (Mar 1997) 41553 
Arms trade with: Israel (Oct 1997) 41872 
Confederation for an Independent Poland 

(KPN): (May 1997) 41657 

Conservative People’s Party (SKL): Formed (Jan 
1997) 41460-1 
Constitution: 

Disclosure of officials’ and politicians’ ties with 
former security services legislation (Apr 1997) 
41608 

Draft approved (Apr 1997) 41608 

Referendum (May 1997) 41656—7; (Jul 1997) 
41751 

Council of Ministers: (Oct 1997) 41872 

Death penalty: Abolition (Mar 1997) 41553; (Jul 
1997) 41750-1 

Defence: NATO membership preparations (Nov 
1997) 41931 

Democratic Left Alliance (SLD): (Jun 1997) 
41707; (Aug 1997) 41792; (Sep 1997) 41831-2; 
(Oct 1997) 41872 

Disasters: Flooding on Polish-German border (Jul 
1997) 41750; (Aug 1997) 41792 

Economy: 

Disaster relief (Jul 1997) 41750; (Aug 1997) 
41792 

European Union (EU) flood aid (Jul 1997) 41750 

Gdansk shipyard closure (Mar 1997) 41553 

Pensions reform (Feb 1997) 41511 

Privatisation (Feb 1997) 41511 

World Bank (Jul 1997) 41750 

Elections: 
Announcement (Jun 1997) 41707 
Results (Sep 1997) 41831-2 

European Union (EU) membership question: 
(Dec 1997) 41968 

Foreign relations: 

Baltic states (May 1997) 41657 

France (Nov 1997) 41931 

Francophonie group of countries (Nov 1997) 
41940 

Germany (Nov 1997) 41931 

Israel (Oct 1997) 41872 

Moldova (Dec 1997) 41978 

Ukraine (May 1997) 41657 

USA (Apr 1997) 41608; (Jul 1997) 41757 

Freedom Union (UW): (Oct 1997) 41872; (Nov 
1997) 41931 $ 
Polish Peasant Party (PSL): (Mar 1997) 41553; 
(Apr 1997) 41608; (Aug 1997) 41792; (Sep 

1997) 41831-2; (Oct 1997) 41872 


Subject index 


POLAND (contd) 
Political crisis (Aug 1997) 41792 
Political parties: (Jan 1997) 41460; (Sep 1997) 
41831-2 
President: 
Central European summit (Jun 1997) 41711 
Visits to 
Moldova (Dec 1997) 41978 
Ukraine (May 1997) 41657 
Prime Minister: 
Buzek’s government programme (Nov 1997) 
41930-1 
PSL no-confidence motion (Aug 1997) 41792 
Visit to USA (Apr 1997) 41608 
Religious affairs: 
see also Abortion 
Papal visit (Jun 1997) 41707 
Resignations: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41511; (Mar 
1997) 41553 
Security: Demonstrations and violence (Mar 1997) 
41553 
Solidarity Electoral Alliance (AWS): (Sep 1997) 
41831-2; (Oct 1997) 41872; (Nov 1997) 41931 
Supreme Court: Constitution referendum ruling 
(Jul 1997) 41751 
Trials: Wujek mine shootings (1981) (Nov 1997) 
41931 
Walesa: 
Criticism of Wujek mine shootings trial verdict 
(Nov 1997) 41931 
Formation of new party (Oct 1997) 41872; (Dec 
1997) 41977 


PORTUGAL 
Appointments: Ministerial (Nov 1997) 41926 
Cabinet: (Nov 1997) 41926 
Corruption: Vitorino (Nov 1997) 41926 
Economy: Fisheries (Jun 1997) 41698 
Elections: Local (Dec 1997) 41970 
European Union (EU): Multi-speed Europe (Jan 
1997) 41468 
Floods: (Nov 1997) 41926 
Foreign relations: 
Indonesia (May 1997) 41644 
Kenya (Apr 1997) 41578 
South Africa (Aug 1997) 41758 
Racial issues: see Trials 
Resignations: Ministerial (Nov 1997) 41926 
Security: Fishing protest (Jun 1997) 41698 
Social Democratic Party: (Dec 1997) 41970 
Socialist Party (PS): (Dec 1997) 41970 
Trials: Racist murder convictions (Jun 1997) 
41698 
War crimes: Nazi gold dealings investigation (Apr 
1997) 41612; (Jul 1997) 41757 


Q 


QATAR 
Amir: 
Reconciliation with his deposed father (Jan 
1997) 41473 
Visit to USA (Jun 1997) 41716 
Foreign relations: 
Bahrain (Mar 1997) 41568-9 
USA (Jun 1997) 41716 
Foreign trade: Israel (Mar 1997) 41566 
Resignations: Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41716 
Trials: February 1996 coup attempt (Nov 1997) 
41940 


RED CROSS/RED CRESCENT see 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED 
CROSS/CRESCENT (ICRC) 


REFUGEES 
see also IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION: 
Asylum issues; UNITED NATIONS HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES (UNHCR) 
Burundi: 
Allegations of ill-treatment in Tanzanian camps 
(Nov 1997) 41897 


REFUGEES (contd) 

Dangerous conditions in camps (Apr 1997) 
41574 

Expulsion from Tanzania (Oct 1997) 41851 

From fighting in Makamba (Apr 1997) 41574 

Massacres of returnees from Tanzania (Jan 
1997) 41432 

To Tanzania (Jul 1997) 41721 

Chad: Return promises (Oct 1997) 41852 

Croatia: Serbian (Jun 1997) 41705; (Jul 1997) 
41749 

Eritrea: Repatriation (May 1997) 41627 

Ethiopia: Returnees from Sudan (Jun 1997) 
41674 

From: 

Albania (Mar 1997) 41558; (May 1997) 41654; 
(Dec 1997) 41979 

Bhutan (Apr 1997) 41588 

Burma (Feb 1997) 41501; (Mar 1997) 41545 

Burundi (Jul 1997) 41721 

Cambodia (Dec 1997) 41961 

Colombia (Jul 1997) 41732 

Congo, Democratic Republic of (formerly Zaire) 
(Aug 1997) 41761; (Sep 1997) 41800; (Oct 
1997) 41848 

Kenya (Mar 1997) 41526 

Senegal (Sep 1997) 41803 

Somalia (Mar 1997) 41526; (Jun 1997) 41674 

Turkey (Kurds) (Dec 1997) 41973 

Iran: (Jan 1997) 41472 
Rwanda: 

Forced repatriation from Congo, Democratic 
Republic of (Aug 1997) 41761; (Sep 1997) 
41800; (Oct 1997) 41848 

Massacres of ethnic Tutsis (Aug 1997) 41761; 
(Dec 1997) 41947 

Rally for the Return of Refugees and Democracy 
to Rwanda (RDR) (Jun 1997) 41669 

Sudan: 
Repatriation from (Mar 1997) 41526 
Southern civil war (Jan 1997) 41433 

Tajikistan returnees: (Jan 1997) 41452; (Nov 
1997) 41913 

To: 

Ethiopia (Mar 1997) 41526; (Jun 1997) 41674 

Gambia (Sep 1997) 41803 

India (Apr 1997) 41588 

Italy (Mar 1997) 41558; (May 1997) 41654; (Dec 
1997) 41973; 41979 

Nepal (Apr 1997) 41588 

Panama (Jul 1997) 41732 

Tanzania (Jul 1997) 41721 

Thailand (Feb 1997) 41501; (Mar 1997) 41545; 
(Dec 1997) 41961 

Vietnamese boat people: Hong Kong detention 

camp closed (Jan 1997) 41447 

Zaire: 

see also Rwanda 

Conditions (Feb 1997) 41477 

Kabila call for repatriation to Rwanda (Mar 1997) 
41526 

Presence of Interahamwe and armed extremist 
Hutus (Feb 1997) 41477 

UN plan to repatriate (Apr 1997) 41573 


ROMANIA 

Alliance for Romania (APR): (Jun 1997) 41706; 
(Aug 1997) 41791 

Appointments: 
Military intelligence chief (Aug 1997) 41791 
Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41977-8 
Prosecutor general (Aug 1997) 41791 

Arms trade: Suspension of helicopter purchase 
from USA (Aug 1997) 41791 

Cabinet: (Dec 1997) 41977-8 

Corruption: Former Defence Minister charged 
(May 1997) 41655 

Defence: Agreement with Hungary (Feb 1997) 
41511 

Disasters: Explosion of “experimental” bomb (Jul 
1997) 41754 

Economy: 
Budget (Apr 1997) 41606 
Flood damage to harvest (Aug 1997) 41791 
IMF/World Bank (Apr 1997) 41606-7; (May 


ROMANIA (contd) 
1997) 41655; (Jun 1997) 41706; (Aug 1997) 
. 41791 
Privatisation policy (Apr 1997) 41606~7; (Aug 4 
1997) 41791 
Reform package (Feb 1997) 41511; (May 1997) 
41655; (Jun 1997) 41706 
Tax concessions question (Oct 1997) 41873 
Trade unions (May 1997) 41655; (Jun 1997) 
41706; (Aug 1997) 41791 
Education: (Dec 1997) 41978 
Espionage: (Jul 1997) 41754 
European Union (EU) membership ambitions: 
(Oct 1997) 41874; 41876; (Dec 1997) 41968 
Foreign relations: 
Albania (Mar 1997) 41558 
Bulgaria (Oct 1997) 41876 
Hungary 
Ciorbea’s visit to Hungary (Mar 1997) 41558 
Defence agreement (Feb 1997) 41511 
Horn’s visit to Romania (Oct 1997) 41874 
President Goncz's visit to Romania (May 
1997) 41655 
Romanian education law amendments (Dec 
1997) 41978 
Switzerland (Jul 1997) 41754 
Turkey (Oct 1997) 41876 
Ukraine (Jun 1997) 41705-6 
USA (Jul 1997) 41757 
Foreign trade: Central European Free Trade 
Agreement (CEFTA) (Apr 1997) 41607 
Hungarian Democratic Union of Romania 
(HDUR): Suspension of co-operation with other 
coalition parties (Dec 1997) 41978 
NATO membership ambitions: (Feb 1997) 41511; 
(Apr 1997) 41607; (Jul 1997) 41757; (Oct 1997) 
41874; 41876 
Political parties: (May 1997) 41655; (Sep 1997) 
41832; (Dec 1997) 41978 
President: Summit with Presidents of Turkey and 
Bulgaria (Oct 1997) 41876 
Prime Minister: 
No-confidence motion tabled against government 
of Ciorbea (May 1997) 41655 
Visit to Hungary (Mar 1997) 41558 
Resignations: 
Intelligence Agency director (Apr 1997) 41607 
Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41978 
Romanian Workers’ Party (PMR): Name change 
to Romanian Communist Party (PCR) (Nov 
1997) 41934 
Security: 
Arrest of miners’ leader (Jan 1997) 41461 
Demonstrations (Aug 1997) 41791; (Oct 1997) 
41873-4 
Intelligence agency (Apr 1997) 41607 
Securitate files to be opened (Oct 1997) 41874 
Social Democracy Party of Romania (PDSR): 
Opposition alliance talks (Sep 1997) 41832 
Resignation of government called for (Oct 1997) 
41873 
Split (Jun 1997) 41706 
Socialist Labour Party (PSM): Resignation of 
government called for (Oct 1997) 41873 


RUSHDIE, SALMAN, Iran: (Feb 1997) 41520 


RUSSIA 
see also COMMONWEALTH OF 
INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) 
Agrarian Party of Russia (APR): (Mar 1997) 
41550 
All-Russian Movement in Support of the Army, 
Military Science, and the Defence Industry: 
(Sep 1997) 41837 
Appointments: 
Chechnya (Feb 1997) 41508 
Consultative Council (Jul 1997) 41753 
Deputy Prime Ministers (Feb 1997) 41507; (May 
1997) 41658; (Dec 1997) 41974 
Duma Deputy Speaker (Sep 1997) 41837 
European Court on Human Rights (Apr 1997) 
41609 
Financial departments (Nov 1997) 41921 ry 
Gazprom panel (Dec 1997) 41974 ; 
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RUSSIA (contd) 
| Judicial (Feb 1997) 41507; (Mar 1997) 41549; 
(Jun 1997) 41709 
3 Military (Nov 1997) 41922; (Dec 1997) 41974 
Ministerial (Mar 1997) 41549; (Apr 1997) 41609; 
(Jul 1997) 41752; (Aug 1997) 41786; (Nov 
1997) 41921 
Arms trade: 
Deals with 
Cyprus (Jan 1997) 41461; (Sep 1997) 41835 
Indonesia (Aug +997) 41778 
Landmines (Sep 1997) 41845 
Reorganisation of state arms trading company 
(Aug 1997) 41786 
Aviation: 
Aeroflot (Jun 1997) 41708 
Air crashes (Mar 1997) 41550; (Dec 1997) 
41975 
Cabinet: (Mar 1997) 41549; (Nov 1997) 41920-1 
Chechnya: 
Bombings of railway stations in southern Russia 
(Apr 1997) 41610 
Elections (Jan 1997) 41458 
Executions (Sep 1997) 41837 
Government appointments (Feb 1997) 41508 
Grozny, Renamed Dzhokhar Ghala (Jan 1997) 
41458 
Kidnapping of journalists (May 1997) 41659; 
(Aug 1997) 41787 
Oil pipeline (Aug 1997) 41786-7; (Sep 1997) 
41837; (Oct 1997) 41878; (Nov 1997) 41922 
OSCE monitoring of elections (Jan 1997) 41458 
Peace negotiations (Apr 1997) 41610 
Peace treaty signed (May 1997) 41659 
President, Transfer of some responsibilities (Dec 
1997) 41975 
Sharia law (Sep 1997) 41837 
Withdrawal of Russian troops (Jan 1997) 41458 
Yeltsin-Maskhadov (Chechen president) meeting 
(Aug 1997) 41786-7 
Chemical weapons: (Apr 1997) 41617; (Aug 
1997) 41797; (Nov 1997) 41941 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS): 
Summit (Mar 1997) 41552 
3 Yeltsin state of the nation address (Mar 1997) 
41549 
Communist Party of the Russian Federation 
(CPRF): (Jan 1997) 41456; (Mar 1997) 41550; 
(Jun 1997) 41708; (Dec 1997) 41974 
Constitution: 
Chechnya question (May 1997) 41659 
Constitutional Court (Feb 1997) 41507; (Mar 
1997) 41549; (Apr 1997) 41609; (Jun 1997) 
41709; (Sep 1997) 41837 
Freedom of religion question (Sep 1997) 41837 
Presidential powers (Jan 1997) 41456 
Presidential representatives in regions (Jul 1997) 
41753 
Corruption: 
Defence department (May 1997) 41658; (Jun 
1997) 41708; (Dec 1997) 41975 
Financial scandals (Jul 1997) 41752 
Justice Minister Kovalyov (Jun 1997) 41708 
Privatisation auctions scandal (Aug 1997) 
41785-6 
Privatisation book scandal (Nov 1997) 41920-1 
Yeltsin election campaign aides (Apr 1997) 
41609 
Council of Europe: Russia-France-Germany 
annual summits planned (Oct 1997) 41887 
Death penalty: (Apr 1997) 41610; (Sep 1997) 
41837 
Defence: 
see also Nuclear issues 
All-Russian Movement in Support of the Army, 
Military Science, and the Defence Industry (Jul 
} 1997) 41753 
Armed forces 
Chaotic state (Feb 1997) 41507; (Jun 1997) 
41708 
Killing sprees by private soldiers (Jun 1997) 
~ 41708 


Reductions (Feb 1997) 41507; (Dec 1997) 
41974 

Reform (May 1997) 41658; (Jul 1997) 41753 

Withdrawals from 


RUSSIA (contd) 


Chechnya (Jan 1997) 41458 
Dnestr (Apr 1997) 41611 
Belarus co-operation treaty (Dec 1997) 41976 
Kazakhstan-US-Russia military exercises (Sep 
1997) 41818 
Kyrgyzstan co-operation agreement (Oct 1997) 
41867 
Military dismissals (May 1997) 41657-8 
Military inspectorate created (Aug 1997) 41786 
National security guidelines (Dec 1997) 41975 
NATO 
Enlargement fears (Feb 1997) 41521; (Mar 
1997) 41549; 41569; (Apr 1997) 41617; (Jul 
1997) 41757; (Sep 1997) 41839 
Russia-NATO Founding Act on Mutual 
Relations (May 1997) 41657; 41665; (Dec 
1997) 41974 
Navy 
Commander-in-chief (Nov 1997) 41922 
Cuts (Jul 1997) 41753 
Manoeuvres with Ukraine (Oct 1997) 41878-9 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) (Mar 
1997) 41569; (Dec 1997) 41974 
Democratic Party of Russia (DPR): Leadership 
(Mar 1997) 41550 
Disasters: Coal mine explosion (Dec 1997) 41975 
Dismissals: 
Military (May 1997) 41657-8 
Ministerial (May 1997) 41657; (Jul 1997) 41753; 
(Nov 1997) 41920-1 
Drugs: Arrest of Federal Security Service officials 
for trafficking (Feb 1997) 41507 
Duma: 
Budget debate (Nov 1997) 41921; (Dec 1997) 
41974 
First Deputy Speaker (Sep 1997) 41837 
Privatisation book scandal (Nov 1997) 41921 
Vote on Yeltsin’s health (Feb 1997) 41507 
Economy: 
Agriculture (May 1997) 41658 
Banking (Jul 1997) 41752; (Sep 1997) 41836 
Budget (Jan 1997) 41457; (Feb 1997) 41508; 
(May 1997) 41658; (Jun 1997) 41707-8; (Aug 
1997) 41786; (Oct 1997) 41879-80; (Nov 
1997) 41921; (Dec 1997) 41974 
Budget crisis (Apr 1997) 41609 
Central bank (Nov 1997) 41921 
Corruption allegations (Jul 1997) 41752 
Currency (Aug 1997) 41786; (Nov 1997) 41921 
Debt restructuring (Oct 1997) 41880 
Diamond trade (Oct 1997) 41880 
Energy companies (Apr 1997) 41609; (May 
1997) 41658; (Jun 1997) 41708; (Nov 1997) 
41921; (Dec 1997) 41974 
Gazprom reform measures (May 1997) 41658; 
(Dec 1997) 41974 
IMF/World Bank (Feb 1997) 41508; (Apr 1997) 
41609; (Jun 1997) 41708; (Oct 1997) 41880; 
(Dec 1997) 41975 
Inflation (Jan 1997) 41457 
Land ownership (Nov 1997) 41922; (Dec 1997) 
41974 
Paris Club membership (Mar 1997) 41569; (Sep 
1997) 41836; (Dec 1997) 41981 
Privatisation (Jul 1997) 41752; (Aug 1997) 
41785-6; (Sep 1997) 41836; (Nov 1997) 
41920-1 
Reform measures (Apr 1997) 41608—9 
Soros gift (Oct 1997) 41880 
Taxation (Jun 1997) 41707-8; (Oct 1997) 41880; 
(Nov 1997) 41921; (Dec 1997) 41974 
Trade unions (Mar 1997) 41548-50; (May 1997) 
41658-9 
Elections: 
By-elections 
Duma (Mar 1997) 41550 
Tula oblast (Feb 1997) 41507 
Chechnya (Jan 1997) 41458 
Gubernatorial (Jan 1997) 41457; (Feb 1997) 
41508; (Mar 1997) 41550; (Jul 1997) 41753; 
(Oct 1997) 41880; (Nov 1997) 41922 
Local (Jan 1997) 41457; (Dec 1997) 41975 
State Duma by-elections (Jun 1997) 41708 


Energy: 


RUSSIA (contd) 


Azerbaijan oil agreement difficulties (Aug 1997) 
41788; (Sep 1997) 41837 
British Petroleum-Sidanco gas agreement (Nov 
1997) 41921 
Gas supplies to 
Armenia (Aug 1997) 41787-8; (Oct 1997) 
41877 
Bulgaria (Oct 1997) 41876 
China (Nov 1997) 41912 
Georgia (Dec 1997) 41974-5 
Turkey (Dec 1997) 41973 
Gazprom panel (Dec 1997) 41974 
Oil pipeline through Chechnya (Aug 1997) 
41786-7; (Sep 1997) 41837; (Oct 1997) 
41878; (Nov 1997) 41922 
Oil refineries (Dec 1997) 41974 
Shell-Gazprom agreement (Nov 1997) 41921 
Environment: Whaling (Oct 1997) 41892 
Espionage: Expulsion of Iranian embassy 
employee (Nov 1997) 41939 
Federation Council: Rejection of Constitutional 
Court judge nomination (Mar 1997) 41549 
Foreign relations: 
Afghanistan (Jun 1997) 41693; (Dec 1997) 
41966 
Antigua and Barbuda (Feb 1997) 41491 
Armenia (Aug 1997) 41787-8 
Baltic states (Nov 1997) 41924 
Belarus 
Arrest and trial of Russian journalists (Jul 
1997) 41751; (Aug 1997) 41785; (Sep 1997) 
41838; (Dec 1997) 41976 
Cancellation of Presidential visit to Russia 
(Oct 1997) 41879 
Defence treaty (Dec 1997) 41976 
Integration moves (Jan 1997) 41459; (Mar 
1997) 41550-1 
Release of detained journalist (Oct 1997) 
41879 
Restrictions on Russian journalists (Mar 1997) 
41550 
Union budget (Dec 1997) 41976 
Union treaty signed (May 1996) 41659; (Apr 
1997) 41610; (Jun 1997) 41709 
China (Apr 1997) 41589; (Jun 1997) 41690; 
(Nov 1997) 41911-12 
Cuba (Jun 1997) 41682 
Estonia, Refusal of Russia to sign border 
agreement (Jan 1997) 41459-60 
Georgia 
Abkhazia peace plan (Aug 1997) 41787 
Border dispute (Dec 1997) 41973 
Germany 
KohI-Yeltsin meeting (Apr 1997) 41610 
Return of plundered German art controversy 
(Apr 1997) 41610; (May 1997) 41659 
Space mission (Feb 1997) 41522 
Iran (Nov 1997) 41939 
Iraq (Nov 1997) 41938 
Israel (Mar 1997) 41566; (Oct 1997) 41891 
Italy (Nov 1997) 41928 
Japan 
Informal summit (Nov 1997) 41908-9 
Kurile islands dispute (May 1997) 41640; (Jun 
1997) 41687; (Nov 1997) 41909 
Kazakhstan (Sep 1997) 41818; (Oct 1997) 
41867 
Korea, South (Aug 1997) 41773 
Kyrgyzstan 
Border guards agreement (Mar 1997) 41542 
Military co-operation agreement (Oct 1997) 
41867 
Lithuania (Oct 1997) 41881; (Nov 1997) 41924 
Middle East peace process (Oct 1997) 41891 
Moldova, Dnestr (Apr 1997) 41611; (May 1997) 
41660 
Palestinians (Feb 1997) 41518 
Slovakia (Apr 1997) 41607 
Tajikistan (Jan 1997) 41452; (Mar 1997) 41542 
Ukraine 
Ban on Russian military flights (Apr 1997) 
41611 ; 
Black Sea fleet (May 1997) 41659-60 
Failure of Ukraine legislature to ratify 


43 


Subject index 


RUSSIA (contd) 
agreement on division of Soviet assets (Feb 
1997) 41509 
Military co-operation talks (Aug. 1997) 41787 
Naval manoeuvres (Oct 1997) 41878-9 
Presidential summit (Nov 1997) 41922-3 
Sevastopol tensions (Jan 1997) 41459 
Treaty signed (May 1997) 41659-60 
USA 
Mir-USA-Russia space mission (Apr 1997) 
41618; (May 1997) 41666; (Jun 1997) 
41718; (Jul 1997) 41757; (Aug 1997) 41797; 
(Sep 1997) 41845 
NATO enlargement (Feb 1997) 41521 
Vietnam (Nov 1997) 41916 
Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of (FRY) (Dec 
1997) 41978 
Foreign trade: 

Armenia (Aug 1997) 41787-8; (Oct 1997) 41877 
Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC) 
entry question (Nov 1997) 41909; 41919 

Azerbaijan (May 1997) 41659; (Aug 1997) 
41788; (Sep 1997) 41837; (Oct 1997) 41878 
Bulgaria (Oct 1997) 41876 
China (Nov 1997) 41912 
Cyprus (Jan 1997) 41461 
Czech Republic, Energy supplies (Mar 1997) 
41553 
Georgia, Gas pipeline agreement (Dec 1997) 
41973-4 
Indonesia (Aug 1997) 41778 
Iran (Sep 1997) 41842 
Iraq (Mar 1997) 41567 
Israel (Mar 1997) 41566 
Netherlands (Nov 1997) 41921 
Paris Club/World Trade Organisation 
membership questions (Mar 1997) 41569; 
(Sep 1997) 41836 
Slovakia (Apr 1997) 41607 
Turkey (Dec 1997) 41973 
UK (Nov 1997) 41921 
Ukraine (Nov 1997) 41922-3 
USA (Oct 1997) 41855 
Health: 
Deaths from fake vodka (Jun 1997) 41709 
Falling life expectancy (Jun 1997) 41709 
Human rights: (Apr 1997) 41610 
Lebed: Founding of Russian People’s Republican 
Party (RPRP) (Mar 1997) 41550 
Lenin: Proposal to bury (Jun 1997) 41709 
Media: 
Censorship accusations (Apr 1997) 41610 
Journalists’ difficulties in Belarus (Mar 1997) 
41550; (Jul 1997) 41751; (Aug 1997) 41785 
Nuclear issues: 
Disarmament targets (START-II and START-III) 
(Dec 1997) 41974 
Weapons 
Anxieties about weapons capability (Feb 1997) 
41507 
Lack of funding (Jun 1997) 41708 
Policy (Feb 1997) 41507; (Dec 1997) 41974 
Purchase of US IBM computers alleged (Oct 
1997) 41855 
Standing down of NATO-targeted nuclear 
warheads (May 1997) 41665 
Obituary of Sinyavsky (dissident): (Feb 1997) 
41508 
Our Home is Russia faction: (Jan 1997) 41456; 
(Aug 1997) 41786 
Political parties: (Jan 1997) 41457 
President: 
Advisers arrested on corruption charges (Apr 
1997) 41609 
Banking and the economy (Sep 1997) 41836 
Chechnya peace treaty (May 1997) 41659 


CIS summits (Mar 1997) 41552; (Oct 1997) 
41880-1 

Compromise with opposition to deflect no 
confidence motion (Oct 1997) 41879-80 

Consultative Council (Jul 1997) 41753 

Georgia-Abkhazia peace talks (Aug 1997) 41787 

Health (Jan 1997) 41456-7; (Feb 1997) 41507; 
(Mar 1997) 41548; (Jun 1997) 41708; (Dec 
1997) 41974 


CIS summits (Mar 1997) 41552; (Oct 1997) 
41880-1 (contd) 
Helsinki NATO summit (Mar 1997) 41569 
Impeachment proceedings (Jan 1997) 41456 
Meetings with 
Chechen president (Aug 1997) 41786-7 
Chinese President (Apr 1997) 41589 
German Chancellor (Apr 1997) 41610; 41617 
Japanese Prime Minister (Nov 1997) 41909 
Lithuanian President (Oct 1997) 41881 
Ukrainian President (May 1997) 41659-60; 
(Nov 1997) 41922-3 
US President (Mar 1997) 41569 
Nepotism allegations (Jun 1997) 41708 
Nominee to Constitutional Court rejected (Apr 
1997) 41609 
Nuclear disarmament statements (Dec 1997) 
41974 
Presidential representatives in regions increased 
power (Jul 1997) 41753 
Rumours of cabinet reshuffle (Feb 1997) 41507 
State of the nation address (Mar 1997) 41548-9 
Union Charter with Belarus signed (May 1997) 
41659 
Vetoes 
Freedom of religion law (Jul 1997) 41753 
Return of plundered German art controversy 
(May 1997) 41659 
Visits to 
China (Nov 1997) 41911-12 
Sweden (Dec 1997) 41974 
Ukraine (May 1997) 41659-60 
Prime Minister: 
Address to Duma on economic programme (May 
1997) 41658 
Visits to 
China (Jun 1997) 41690 
Kazakhstan (Oct 1997) 41867 
Slovakia (Apr 1997) 41607 
Vietnam (Nov 1997) 41916 
Primorsky krai (far eastern region): 
Dispute between government and Governor 
Nazdratenko (Jun 1997) 41708 
Energy crisis (May 1997) 41658—9; (Jun 1997) 
41708 
Local elections (Dec 1997) 41975 
State of emergency (May 1997) 41658—9; (Jun 
1997) 41708 
Racial issues: Siberia tribes (Oct 1997) 41892 
Religious affairs: 
Freedom of religion law (Jun 1997) 41709; (Jul 
1997) 41753; (Sep 1997) 41837 
Roman Catholic Church (Jun 1997) 41709; (Jul 
1997) 41753 
Russian Orthodox Church (Jun 1997) 41709; 
(Jul 1997) 41753 
Resignations: 
Deputy Prime Minister (Aug 1997) 41785-6 
Federal Border Guard director (Dec 1997) 41974 
Our Home is Russia (NDR) faction leader (Aug 
1997) 41786 
Russian All-People’s Union (RAPU): (Mar 1997) 
41550 
Russian People’s Republican Party (RPRP): 
Founding congress (Mar 1997) 41550 
Russia’s Democratic Choice: 
Resignation of Belyayev from NDR faction (Aug 
1997) 41786 
Tula by-election (Feb 1997) 41507 
St Petersburg: Assassination of Deputy Governor 
(Aug 1997) 41786 
Security: 
see also Chechnya 
Anti-crime measures (Feb 1997) 41507 
Bombings, Railway stations in southern Russia 
(Apr 1997) 41610 
Dagestan, Guerrilla attack on Russian army 
base (Dec 1997) 41975 
Federal Security Service (FSB) (Feb 1997) 
41507 
Justice Minister (Jul 1997) 41752 
Killings, Deputy Governor of St Petersburg (Aug 
1997) 41786; (Sep 1997) 41836 
Primorsky krai/Vladivostok state of emergency 
(May 1997) 41658-9; (Jun 1997) 41708 
Russian mafia 


CIS summits (Mar 1997) 41552; (Oct 1997) 
41880-1 (contd) 
Offshore banks closed down in Antigua and 
Barbuda on money-laundering suspicions é 
(Feb 1997) 41491 
Summit in Italy (Mar 1997) 41559 
Strikes (Mar 1997) 41548-50 
Space research: : 

Mir (Apr 1997) 41618; (May 1997) 41666; (Jun 
1997) 41718; (Jul 1997) 41757; (Aug 1997) 
41797; (Sep 1997) 41845; (Oct 1997) 41893 

Russian-German mission (Feb 1997) 41522 

Viadivostock see Primorsky krai (far eastern 
region) 

Yabloko faction: (Jan 1997) 41456; (Sep 1997) 

41837; (Nov 1997) 41921 


RWANDA 
Commonwealth membership application: (Oct 
1997) 41892 
Death penalty: Genocide trials (Jan 1997) 41431; 
(Feb 1997) 41477; (May 1997) 41622 
Dismissals: Ministerial (Oct 1997) 41851 
Economy: IMF loan (Apr 1997) 41574; (Dec 1997) 
41947 
Foreign relations: 
Belgium (Apr 1997) 41574 
Burundi (Sep 1997) 41801 
France (Aug 1997) 41763; (Nov 1997) 41897 
Zaire 
Kabila call for repatriation of refugees (Mar 
1997) 41526 
Welcome to Kabila regime (May 1997) 41621 
Habyarimana (former President): Role in 
instigation of genocide alleged (Apr 1997) 41574 
Human rights: 
see also UN: Genocide tribunal 
Allegations of new massacres (Nov 1997) 41897 
France blamed for its role in genocide (Nov 
1997) 41897 
Government denial of allegations of massacres 
(Aug 1997) 41761 
UN officials’ concern at attacks on survivors of 
1994 genocide (Mar 1997) 41525-6 © 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU): ( 
International investigation of 1994 genocide 
proposed (Nov 1997) 41897; (Dec 1997) 41950 
Rally for the Return of Refugees and 
Democracy to Rwanda (RDR): (Jun 1997) 
41669 
Refugees: 
Formation of political party (Jun 1997) 41669 
From Congo, Democratic Republic of (formerly 
Zaire) (Aug 1997) 41761; (Sep 1997) 41800; 
(Dec 1997) 41947 
Killings of Tutsi refugees (Aug 1997) 41761; 
(Dec 1997) 41947 
Security: 
Army reprisals after Hutu murders (Jan 1997) 
41431 
Attack on prison to free Hutus held on genocide 
charges (Dec 1997) 41947 
Gisenyi clashes between government troops and 
extremist Hutus (Oct 1997) 41851 
International Red Cross withdrawal (Feb 1997) 
41478 
Killings 
Canadian priest (Feb 1997) 41477-8 
Ethnically motivated (Jun 1997) 41669; (Aug 
1997) 41761 
Ex-Rwandan Armed Forces (FAR) soldiers 
(May 1997) 41622-3 
Massacres by ex-FAR soldiers (May 1997) 
41623 
Médecins sans Frontiéres workers (Jan 1997) 
41431 
Tutsis by Hutus (Jan 1997) 41431; (Mar 1997) 
41526; (Jun 1997) 41669; (Aug 1997): 
41761; (Oct 1997) 41851; (Dec 1997) 41947 
UN employees (Feb 1997) 41477-8 
Trials: Genocide (Jan 1997) 41431; (Feb 1997) 
41477; (May 1997) 41622; (Sep 1997) 41801 
UN: 
Genocide tribunal 
Akayesu trial (Jan 1997) 41431 4 
Arrest of Belgian journalist (Jul 1997) 41721 a 


Subject index 


44 


: 


RWANDA (contd) 
Arrests of leading suspects (Jul 1997) 
41720-1 


Extradition of suspect from Switzerland (Jun 


1997) 41622 
Intimidation of witnesses (Jan 1997) 41431 
Nyiramasuko guilty plea (Sep 1997) 41801 
Report on mismanagement of tribunal (Feb 
1997) 41477 
High Commissioner for Human Rights Field 


Operations in Rwanda (HRFOR) report (Aug 


1997) 41761 


High commissioner for human rights’ visit (Dec 


1997) 41947 
Killing of employees (Feb 1997) 41477-8 


Ss 


SAARC see SOUTH ASIAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
REGIONAL CO-OPERATION (SAARC) 


SADC see SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT 


COMMUNITY 
SAMOA, Name approved: (Jul 1997) 41741 


SAN MARINO, Repeal of anti-homosexual 
~ legislation: (Jul 1997) 41754 


SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE, Foreign relations: 
Taiwan (May 1997) 41639 


SAUDI ARABIA 
Consultative Council: 
Enlarged (Jul 1997) 41755 
Resignation of Maj.-Gen. Shaykh (Nov 1997) 
41936 
Defence: Spending (Jan 1997) 41472 
Economy: 
Budget (Jan 1997) 41472; (Dec 1997) 41983 
Petroleum prices (Jan 1997) 41472 
Foreign relations: 
Afghanistan (May 1997) 41635 
Australia (Sep 1997) 41841—-2; (Oct 1997) 
41889; (Nov 1997) 41936 
Canada (Mar 1997) 41568; (May 1997) 41630 
Iran (Jan 1997) 41473; (Jul 1997) 41756 
Iraq (Apr 1997) 41613 
Israel (Aug 1997) 41794 
UK, Nurses’ murder trial (Sep 1997) 41841-2; 
(Oct 1997) 41889; (Nov 1997) 41936 
USA 
Al-Khobar bomb investigation (Jan 1997) 
41472-3; (Mar 1997) 41568; (Sep 1997) 
41842 
Visit by US Secretary of State (Sep 1997) 
41839-40 
Visit of Defence Minister to USA (Mar 1997) 
41568 
Yemen 
Aden bombings allegations (Dec 1997) 
41980-1 
Armed clashes (Jul 1997) 41755-6 


Saudi TV interview with Yemeni separatist (Jul 


1997) 41756 
Haj (pilgrimage to Mecca): Fire deaths (Apr 
1997) 41616 
Human rights: (Nov 1997) 41936 


Immigration and emigration: Expulsion of illegal 


workers (Oct 1997) 41889 

Islamic Reform Movement of Saudi Arabia: 
(Nov 1997) 41936 

Map: (Apr 1997) 41615 


of Tariki (first Oil Minister and founder 


of OPEC): (Sep 1997) 41842 
Petroleum: (Jul 1997) 41756 


Security: Al-Khobar bomb investigation (Jan 1997) 


41472-3 
Sharia law: (Sep 1997) 41841-2 
Trials: UK nurses in murder trial (Sep 1997) 


41841-2; (Oct 1997) 41889; (Nov 1997) 41936 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
see also SPACE RESEARCH 


Cloning 
1997) 41570 


: (Feb 1997) 41522; (Mar 


SENEGAL 
Air crash: (Feb 1997) 41483 
Casamance Movement of Democratic Forces 
(MFDC): (Aug 1997) 41763; (Sep 1997) 41803 
Foreign relations: 
France (Aug 1997) 41763 
Gambia (Sep 1997) 41803 
Refugees to Gambia: (Sep 1997) 41803 
Security: 
Government offensive against Casamance 
rebels (Sep 1997) 41803 
Killing of separatist leader reported (later denied) 
(Aug 1997) 41763; (Sep 1997) 41803 


SEYCHELLES, Membership of Southern African 
Development Community (SADC): (Sep 1997) 
41805 


SIERRA LEONE 
Appointments: Ministerial (Jul 1997) 41724; (Dec 
1997) 49144 
Armed forces: Coup (May 1997) 41625; (Jun 
1997) 41672 
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC): 
(Jun 1997) 41672 
Cabinet: (Jul 1997) 41724; (Dec 1997) 41944 
Civil war: see Revolutionary United Front (RUF) 
Commonwealth: 
Coup condemned (May 1997) 41625 
Suspension of Sierra Leone (Jul 1997) 41725; 
(Oct 1997) 41892 
Dismissals: Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41944 
Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS): 
Absence from summit (Aug 1997) 41763 
ECOMOG peacekeeping efforts (Jun 1997) 
41672; (Jul 1997) 41724; (Aug 1997) 41763; 
(Sep 1997) 41803 
Peace agreement signed (Oct 1997) 41849 
Sanctions (Oct 1997) 41850 
Foreign relations: 
France (May 1997) 41626 
Guinea (May 1997) 41626; (Jun 1997) 41672 
Lebanon (May 1997) 41626 
Nigeria (May 1997) 41625; (Jun 1997) 41672; 
(Sep 1997) 41803; (Oct 1997) 41849-50 
USA (May 1997) 41626 
Map: (May 1997) 41626 
President: 
Kabbah 
Ousted in military coup (May 1997) 41625 
Reinstatement promised in peace agreement 
(Oct 1997) 41849 
Koroma 
Assumption of Presidency (May 1997) 41625; 
(Jun 1997) 41672; (Jul 1997) 41724 
Offer to meet Kabbah (Sep 1997) 41803 
Peace agreement offer of freedom from 
prosecution (Oct 1997) 41849 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF): 
Cabinet members (Dec 1997) 41944 
Leadership dispute (Apr 1997) 41577 
Peace process, Violations of peace agreement 
(Mar 1997) 41528-9 
Sankoh 
Alliance with Koroma (Jun 1997) 41672 
Future role (Oct 1997) 41849 
Ousted (Mar 1997) 41529 
Security: 
see also Revolutionary United Front (RUF) 
Ceasefire agreement between ECOWAS and 
Koroma troops (Jul 1997) 41724 
Chaos and lawlessness following military coup 
(Jun 1997) 41672 
Disarmament agreement (Dec 1997) 41945 
Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) peacekeeping efforts (Jun 1997) 
41672; (Jul 1997) 41724; (Aug 1997) 41763; 
(Sep 1997) 41803; (Oct 1997) 41849-50; (Dec 
1997) 41945 
Nigerian bombardment of Freetown in response 
to violation of ECOWAS embargo (Sep 1997) 
41803 
Riot over alleged destruction of US visa 
applications (Feb 1997) 41483 


SIERRA LEONE (contd) 
UN: 


Condemnation of Koroma coup (May 1997) 
41625 

Koroma offer to meet Kabbah (ousted president) 
(Sep 1997) 41803 

Peacekeeping forces (Jun 1997) 41672 

Sanctions (Oct 1997) 41850 


SINGAPORE 


Appointments: 

Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41450 

Monetary Authority of Singapore (Dec 1997) 
41968 

Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41450 
Economy: 

Budget (Jul 1997) 41735 

Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) (Dec 
1997) 41968 

Elections: Legislative (Jan 1997) 41449-50 
Foreign relations: 

China (Nov 1997) 41911 

Malaysia (Mar 1997) 41546 

Philippines (Jun 1997) 41686 

Taiwan (Nov 1997) 41911 

Human rights: (Nov 1997) 41918 

People’s Action Party (PAP): General election 
success (Jan 1997) 41449-50 

Prime Minister: 

Goh libelled by Workers’ Party (Mar 1997) 
41546; (Jun 1997) 41685; (Aug 1997) 
41777-8; (Sep 1997) 41823; (Nov 1997) 
41918 

Visits to 
Philippines (Jun 1997) 41686 
Taiwan (Nov 1997) 41911 

Singapore Democratic Party (SDP): (Jan 1997) 

41450 

Singapore People’s Party: (Jan 1997) 41450 

Trials: Defamation trial of opposition leader (Aug 
1997) 41777-8; (Sep 1997) 41823 

Workers’ Party (WP): 

Amnesty International and ICJ criticism of Prime 
Minister over libel action (Nov 1997) 41918 

General election (Jan 1997) 41449-50 

Libel of Prime Minister (Mar 1997) 41546; (Jun 
1997) 41685; (Nov 1997) 41918 

Tang's flight to Malaysia (Jan 1997) 41450; (Mar 
1997) 41546 

Trial of Jeyaretnam (secretary-general of party) 
for criminal defamation (Aug 1997) 41777-8; 
(Sep 1997) 41823 


SLOVAKIA 


Appointments: Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41706; (Dec 
1997) 41977 
Constitution: 
Constitutional Court ruling on presidential term 
(Dec 1997) 41977 
Expulsion of HZDS deputy from National Council 
unconstitutional (Oct 1997) 41873 
Referendum on direct presidential elections 
crisis (Apr 1997) 41607; (May 1997) 41656; 
(Jun 1997) 41706 
Dismissals: Ministerial (Apr 1997) 41607 
Economy: 
Banking crisis (Dec 1997) 41977 
Budget (Nov 1997) 41931; (Dec 1997) 41977 
Central bank (Dec 1997) 41977 
Energy (Mar 1997) 41553 
Privatisation (Jun 1997) 41706 
Emigration and immigration: Appeal to 
Romanies not to seek asylum abroad (Nov 
1997) 41931-2 
Environment: Hydroelectric project dispute with 
Hungary (Mar 1997) 41553; (Sep 1997) 41831 
Foreign relations: 
Czech Republic 
Disagreements (Apr 1997) 41607 
Summit (Oct 1997) 41872-3 
European Union (EU) membership question (Jul 
1997) 41750; (Oct 1997) 41873; (Dec 1997) 
41968 .. 
Hungary 
Hydroelectric project dispute (Mar 1997) 
41553; (Sep 1997) 41831 
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SLOVAKIA (contd) 
Repatriation proposals for ethnic Hungarians 
dispute (Sep 1997) 41831 
Summit (Aug 1997) 41791 
Russia (Apr 1997) 41607 
UK (Nov 1997) 41931-2 
Foreign trade: Russia (Apr 1997) 41607 
Media: (Jun 1997) 41706; (Oct 1997) 41873 
Movement for a Democratic Slovakia (HZDS): 
Exiled deputy not to be reinstated (Oct 1997) 
41873 
NATO referendum proposal (Feb 1997) 41504; 
(May 1997) 41656 
Proposal on direct presidential elections (Jun 
1997) 41706 
NATO membership ambitions: (Feb 1997) 
41504; (Apr 1997) 41607; (May 1997) 41656; 
(Jun 1997) 41706; (Jul 1997) 41750 
New Agrarian Party (NAS): (Nov 1997) 41931 
Party of the Democratic Left (SDL): NATO 
referendum proposal (Feb 1997) 41504 
Political parties: (Jun 1997) 41706 
President: 
Central European summit (Jun 1997) 41711 
Joint statement with Prime Minister on EU 
membership (Oct 1997) 41873 
Meeting with Russian Prime Minister (Apr 1997) 
41607 
Prime Minister: 
Insulted by Czech President (Apr 1997) 41607 
Meeting with Czech Prime Minister (Oct 1997) 
41762-3 
Plea to Romanies not to seek asylum abroad 
(Nov 1997) 41931-2 
Visit to Hungary (Aug 1997) 41791 
Referendum crisis: (Apr 1997) 41607; (May 
1997) 41656; (Jun 1997) 41706; (Jul 1997) 
41750 
Resignations: Ministerial (May 1997) 41656 
Round-table talks between parties collapse: (Jul 
1997) 41750 
Security: Demonstrations (Jun 1997) 41706 


SLOVENIA 
Appointments: Ministerial (Mar 1997) 41554; (Sep 
1997) 41834 
Cabinet: (Mar 1997) 41554; (Jul 1997) 41750; 
(Sep 1997) 41834 
Constitution: (Jul 1997) 41750 
Defence: NATO membership hope (May 1997) 
41655 
Elections: 
Timetable (Sep 1997) 41834 
National Council (Nov 1997) 41932 
Presidential (Nov 1997) 41932; (Dec 1997) 
41979 
Foreign relations: 
European Union (EU) (May 1997) 41655; (Jul 
1997) 41750; (Dec 1997) 41968 
Hungary (May 1997) 41655 
Italy (May 1997) 41655 
Liberal Democracy of Slovenia (LDS): (Jan 
1997) 41456; (Nov 1997) 41932 
Political parties: (Jan 1997) 41456; (Mar 1997) 
41554; (Nov 1997) 41932 
President: Kucan’s election success (Nov 1997) 
41932; (Dec 1997) 41979 
Prime Minister: 
Meetings with, Hungarian and Italian Prime 
Ministers (May 1997) 41655 
Re-election of Drnovsek (Jan 1997) 41456 
Property ownership by foreigners question: (Jul 
1997) 41750 
Resignations: Ministerial (Jul 1997) 41750 
Slovene Spring alliance: (Jan 1997) 41456 
UN: Temporary seat on Security Council (Oct 
1997) 41874 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 

see also PACIFIC REGIONS 

Appointments: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41502; (Aug 
1997) 41779 

Cabinet: (Feb 1997) 41502; (Aug 1997) 41779 

Economy: Structural reform programme (Oct 
1997) 41871 

Elections: 


SOLOMON ISLANDS (contd) 

Timetable (May 1997) 41645 
Results (Aug 1997) 41779 

Foreign relations: Papua New Guinea (Jul 1997) 
41741 

Resignations: Opposition leader (May 1997) 
41645 

Solomon Islands United Party: (May 1997) 
41645 


SOMALIA 
Aydid: see Civil war 
Civil war: 
Aydid rejection of National Salvation Council 
meeting (Jan 1997) 41432 
Aydid supporters fighting reported (May 1997) 
41627 
Cairo peace accord signed (Dec 1997) 41949 
Factional killings and anarchy (Nov 1997) 41900 
Factions’ support for National Salvation Council 
(Jan 1997) 41432 
Inter-Governmental Authority on Development 
(IGAD) (Dec 1997) 41950 
Peace talks (May 1997) 41627; (Nov 1997) 
41900 
Rebellion of militiamen against Aydid (Apr 1997) 
41579 
Withdrawal of aid agencies (Nov 1997) 41900 
Drought and famine: (Mar 1997) 41537 
Floods: (Nov 1997) 41900; (Dec 1997) 41949 
Foreign relations: 
Ethiopia (Jan 1997) 41432 
European Union (EU) (Nov 1997) 41900 
Kenya (May 1997) 41627 
Health: Haemorrhagic fever outbreaks (Dec 1997) 
41949 
National Salvation Council: (Jan 1997) 41432; 
(Dec 1997) 41949 
Somali Salvation Alliance (SSA): 
Peace moves (May 1997) 41627 
Support for National Salvation Council (Jan 
1997) 41432 
Somaliland: 
President 
Re-election of Egal (Feb 1997) 41483 
Resignation offer refused by legislature (Dec 
1997) 41949 
Ultimatum to UN Secretary-General (Mar 
1997) 41527 
UN: 
Flood relief (Dec 1997) 41949 
Peacekeeping forces 
Belgian paratroopers trial (Jun 1997) 41696 
Italian paratroopers to face torture 
investigations (Jun 1997) 41697 
World Food Programme (WFP) (Nov 1997) 
41900; (Dec 1997) 41949 
United Somali Congress (USC): (May 1997) 
41627; (Nov 1997) 41900 
United Somali Congress-Somali National 
Alliance (USC-SNA): 
Agreement with USC on structure of future 
government (Nov 1997) 41900 
Peace talks (May 1997) 41627 
Support for National Salvation Council (Jan 
1997) 41432 


SOUTH AFRICA 
African National Congress (ANC): 
Deputy Presidency nominations (Sep 1997) 
41802 
Elections to party posts (Dec 1997) 41947 
Employment bill (Apr 1997) 41575; (Oct 1997) 
41850 
Inkatha’s suspension of talks (Aug 1997) 41758 
Kwazulu-Natal amnesty proposals (Jan 1997) 
41430 
National conference (Dec 1997) 41947-8 
Proposals for new party to challenge ANC (Jul 
1997) 41722 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (May 
1997) 41623; (Dec 1997) 41947 
Winnie Mandela re-elected as president of 
Women’s League (Apr 1997) 41575 
Afrikaner Resistance Movement (AWB): 
Arrests (Jan 1997) 41430 


SOUTH AFRICA (contd) 
Terreblanche sentenced (Jun 1997) 41670 
Appointments: Inkatha leadership (Jul 1997) 
41722 
Arms trade: 
Syria arms sales question (Jan 1997) 41430 
US threats (Jan 1997) 41430 
Biko killers: (Jan 1997) 41430; (Feb 1997) 41479 
Corruption: Civil service (Feb 1997) 41479 
De Klerk: 
Ignorance of atrocities asserted (May 1997) 
41623; (Jun 1997) 41670 
Retirement from politics (Aug 1997) 41758 
Economy: 
Budget (Mar 1997) 41527 
Census figures (Jul 1997) 41722 
Debt (Mar 1997) 41527 
Draft employment bill (Apr 1997) 41574—-5 
Low growth (Feb 1997) 41479 
Mining agreement (Jul 1997) 41722 
Privatisation (Feb 1997) 41479; (Mar 1997) 
41527 
Trade unions (Mar 1997) 41527; (Apr 1997) 
41574-5; (Jul 1997) 41722; (Oct 1997) 41850 
Foreign relations: 
Angola (Apr 1997) 41576 
China (Dec 1997) 41948 
Cuba (Jan 1997) 41430 
Indonesia (Aug 1997) 41758; 41778 
Lesotho (Jun 1997) 41670 
Libya (Jan 1997) 41430; (Jun 1997) 41713; (Oct 
1997) 41891 
Papua New Guinea (Feb 1997) 41502 
Portugal (Aug 1997) 41758 
Sudan (Feb 1997) 41482; (Aug 1997) 41761 
Swaziland (Feb 1997) 41479 
Taiwan (Jun 1997) 41690; (Dec 1997) 41948 
USA (Jan 1997) 41430 
Zaire (Feb 1997) 41477; (Apr 1997) 41573 
Foreign trade: Cuba (Apr 1997) 41585 
Freedom Front (FF): Talks with NP (Jun 1997) 
41670 
Inkatha Freedom Party: 
see also Kwazulu-Natal; Trials 
Amnesty questions (Jan 1997) 41430 
Buthelezi 
Tensions with Inkatha President (Jan 1997) 
41430 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (Aug 
1997) 41758 
Convictions for murder of ANC supporters (Mar 
1997) 41528 
Inquest on Shell House killings of Inkatha 
demonstrators (Dec 1997) 41948 
Johannesburg rally violence (Mar 1997) 41527-8 
Leadership changes (Jul 1997) 41722 
Resignations of senior officials (Jan 1997) 41430 
Suspension of talks with ANC (Aug 1997) 41758 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (Aug 
1997) 41758 
Kwazulu-Natal: 
ANC amnesty proposals (Jan 1997) 41430 
Peace process, Difficulties (Jan 1997) 41430 
Mandela, Winnie: 
ANC Deputy Presidency nomination (Sep 1997) 
41802 
ANC NEC member (Dec 1997) 41947 
Re-election as president of ANC Women’s 
League (Apr 1997) 41575 
Stompie Moeketsi Seipei killing (Nov 1997) 
41898 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) 
(Sep 1997) 41802; (Nov 1997) 41898; (Dec 
1997) 41947-8 
National Party (NP): 
see also De Klerk 
Divisions within (May 1997) 41623 : 
Reaction to proposals for new political party (Jul 
1997) 41722 
Retirement of De Klerk (Aug 1997) 41758 
Talks with Freedom Front (Jun 1997) 41670 
Truth Commission 
Hearings (Oct 1997) 41850 
Refusal to co-operate with (May 1997) 41623; 
(Jun 1997) 41670 
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SOUTH AFRICA (contd) 
Van a elected as leader (Sep 1997) 
41 
New Movement Process: (May 1997) 41623; (Jul 
1997) 41722 
Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC): Makwetu 
expulsion (Apr 1997) 41575; (May 1997) 41623 
President: 
Leaked letter to President Suharto of Indonesia 
(Aug 1997) 41758 
Meetings with -_ 
Sudanese President (Aug 1997) 41761 
Zaire rebel leader Kabila (Feb 1997) 41477; 
(Apr 1997) 41573 
Opening of Parliament (Feb 1997) 41479 
Refusal to sever ties with Cuba and Libya (Jan 
1997) 41430 
Retirement from presidency of ANC (Dec 1997) 
41947 
Visits to 
Angola (Apr 1997) 41576 
Indonesia (Aug 1997) 41758; 41778 
Libya (Oct 1997) 41891 
Racial issues: Coloured people’s grievances (Feb 
1997) 41479 
Resignations: 
De Klerk from leadership of NP (Aug 1997) 
41758 
Inkatha senior officials (Jan 1997) 41430 
Security: 
Arrests over Rustenburg bombings (Jan 1997) 
41430 
Boer Attack Troops (BAT) (Jan 1997) 41430 
Conflict between Police Commissioner and 
Security Minister (Apr 1997) 41575 
Crime statistics (Apr 1997) 41575 
Government crackdown on crime (Feb 1997) 
41479 
Inkatha Johannesburg rally (Mar 1997) 41527-8 
Police (Apr 1997) 41575 
Rent riots (Feb 1997) 41479 
Township riots (Aug 1997) 41758 
South African Communisty Party (SACP): 
Employment bill (Apr 1997) 41575; (Oct 1997) 
41850 
Trials: 
Inkatha supporters on murder charge (Mar 1997) 
41528 
Shell House killings of Inkatha demonstrators 
inquest (Dec 1997) 41948 
Terreblanche (Jun 1997) 41670 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission: 
Amnesty question (Jan 1997) 41430 
ANC national executive members (May 1997) 
41623 
Biko killers (Jan 1997) 41430; (Feb 1997) 
41479; (Sep 1997) 41802 
Botha, Pik (Oct 1997) 41850 
Botha, P.W. (Sep 1997) 41802 
Business submissions (Nov 1997) 41898-9 
Closing of applications (May 1997) 41623 
De Klerk submission (May 1997) 41623; (Jun 
1997) 41670 
De Kock (May 1997) 41623 
Hani's killers’ applications for amnesty (Aug 
1997) 41758 
Inkatha (Aug 1997) 41758 
Mandela, Winnie (Sep 1997) 41802; (Nov 1997) 
41898; (Dec 1997) 41947-8 
National Party (NP) former ministers (Oct 1997) 
41850 


Refusal to submit to NP demands (Jun 1997) 
41670 
Viok (Feb 1997) 41479; (Oct 1997) 41840 
United Democratic Front (UDF): (Nov 1997) 
41898 
United Democratic Movement (UDM): (Sep 
1997) 41802 


SOUTH ASIAN ASSOCIATION FOR REGIONAL 


CO-OPERATION (SAARC) 
Ministers’ meeting: (Dec 1997) 41965 
Summit: (May 1997) 41637 


SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION see PACIFIC 


REGIONS 


SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM (SPF) see PACIFIC 


REGIONS 


SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT 


COMMUNITY (SADC) 
Membership: (Sep 1997) 41805 
Summit: (Sep 1997) 41805 
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Germany: (Feb 1997) 41522 
Russia: 
Joint German mission (Feb 1997) 41522 
Mir (Apr 1997) 41618; (May 1997) 41666; (Jun 
1997) 41718; (Jul 1997) 41757; (Aug 1997) 
41797; (Sep 1997) 41845; (Oct 1997) 41893 
USA: 
Abandonment of shuttle mission (Apr 1997) 
41618 
Delta-2 rocket failure (Jan 1997) 41475 
Hubble (Feb 1997) 41522 
Joint Mir mission (Apr 1997) 41618; (May 1997) 
41666; (Jun 1997) 41718; (Aug 1997) 41797; 
(Sep 1997) 41845 
Pathfinder mission to Mars (Jul 1997) 41757 
Saturn probe (Oct 1997) 41893 
Shuttle flights (Feb 1997) 41522; (May 1997) 
41666; (Sep 1997) 41845 


SPAIN 


Anti-terrorist Liberation Group (GAL): 
Cesid documents released (Mar 1997) 41561 
Gonzalez charges possibility (Mar 1997) 41561 
Appointments: Attorney General (May 1997) 
41649 
Basque region: 
Basque Nationalist Party (PNV) (Jul 1997) 
41742; (Sep 1997) 41827 
Death of HB member charged with inciting 
violence (Feb 1997) 41513 
Dialogue with ETA urged by moderate Basque 
parties (Feb 1997) 41513 
“Dirty war’ documents released (Mar 1997) 
41561 
ETA (Euzkadi ta Askatasuna) 
Arrests of ETA members in France (Jan 1997) 
41463 
Attempted attack on Guggenheim museum 
(Oct 1997) 41883 
Extortion letters sent to businessmen (Sep 
1997) 41827-8 
Government campaign against (Aug 1997) 
41783 
Hostages freed (Jul 1997) 41742 
Killings 
Basque local councillor (Dec 1997) 41970-1 
Blanco (local councillor) (Jul 1997) 41741-2; 
(Aug 1997) 41783 
ETA suspects (Sep 1997) 41828 
Police officer (Sep 1997) 41827 
Prison psychologist (Mar 1997) 41561 
Suspension of action “on prison front” (Nov 
1997) 41926 
Violence (Jan 1997) 41463; (Feb 1997) 
41513; (Apr 1997) 41602 
Herri Batasuna (HB) (Jan 1997) 41463; (Feb 
1997) 41513; (Apr 1997) 41602; (Jul 1997) 
41742; (Aug 1997) 41783; (Oct 1997) 41883; 
(Dec 1997) 41970-1 
Ceuta (North African enclave): Security zone 
plan to keep out illegal immigrants (Sep 1997) 
41828 
Corruption: 
see also Trials 
Conde (Mar 1997) 41561-2 
PSOE (Oct 1997) 41884 
Defence: Eurofighter (Dec 1997) 41968-9 
Dismissals: Attorney General (May 1997) 41649 
Economy: 
Bank of Spain (Jan 1997) 41463; (Apr 1997) 
41602; (Oct 1997) 41884 
Budget (Sep 1997) 41827 
Civil war-debt decree (Dec 1997) 41971 
Economic indicators (May 1997) 41649-70 
Interest rates (Jan 1997) 41463; (Apr 1997) 
41602; (Oct 1997) 41884; (Dec 1997) 41971 
Labour guidelines agreement (Apr 1997) 41602 
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SPAIN (contd) 
Stability plan (Apr 1997) 41602 
Trade unions (Mar 1997) 41562; (Apr 1997) 
41602 
Elections: Galicia (Oct 1997) 41884 
European Union (EU): 
Eurofighter (Dec 1997) 41968-9 
Monetary union (Apr 1997) 41602; (May 1997) 
41639 
Rice quotas set by EU (Jan 1997) 41469 
Tobacco advertising ban (Dec 1997) 41968 
Fire in Valencia shipyard: (Jul 1997) 41742 
Floods: (Nov 1997) 41926 
Foreign relations: 
Albania (Mar 1997) 41558 
Algeria (Apr 1997) 41616 
Argentina (Mar 1997) 41532; (Oct 1997) 41858 
Chile (Oct 1997) 41858 
Cuba (Mar 1997) 41536 
Dominican Republic (Aug 1997) 41783 
Equatorial Guinea (Sep 1997) 41803 
France (Jan 1997) 41463; (May 1997) 41649 
Kenya (Apr 1997) 41578 
Mexico (May 1997) 41631 
Taiwan (Oct 1997) 41861 
UK see GIBRALTAR 
USA (Oct 1997) 41858 
Yemen (Dec 1997) 41980 
Galicia: Elections (Oct 1997) 41884 
Immigration: Security systems for North African 
enclaves (Sep 1997) 41828 
Melilla: Security system (Sep 1997) 41828 
Popular Party (PP): 
Aznar’s budget (Sep 1997) 41827 
Galicia (Oct 1997) 41884 
Killing of Basque councillor (Jul 1997) 41741-2 
Rejection of Basque initiative for dialogue with 
ETA (Feb 1997) 41513 
Withdrawal of Basque Nationalist Party from 
coalition (Sep 1997) 41827 
Rail crash: (Mar 1997) 41562 
Resignations: PSOE leader (Jun 1997) 41698 
Security: 
see also Anti-terrorist Liberation Group (GAL); 
Basque region: ETA (Euzkadi ta Askatasuna) 
Cesid 
“Dirty war” documents released (Mar 1997) 
41561 
Trial of Pell6n (Jun 1997) 41698; (Jul 1997) 
41742 
Demonstrations and violence over killing of 
Basque councillor (Jul 1997) 41741-2; (Aug 
1997) 41783 
Socialist Workers’ Party (PSOE): 
Basque region (Aug 1997) 41783 
Corruption (Oct 1997) 41884 
“Dirty war” allegations (Jun 1997) 41698; (Oct 
1997) 41883—-4 
Election of new leader (Jun 1997) 41698 
Supreme Court rulings: 
“Dirty war’ trial (Oct 1997) 41883-4 
Toxic oil case (Oct 1997) 41884 
Trade unions: see Economy 
Trials: 
Herri Batasuna (HB) leadership (Oct 1997) 
41883; (Dec 1997) 41970-1 
Pellén (Jun 1997) 41698; (Jul 1997) 41742 
PSOE members and businessmen corruption 
trials (Filesa affair) (Oct 1997) 41884 
Roldan (Jun 1997) 41698 


SPRATLY ISLANDS, Philippines-China dispute: 
(May 1997) 41643; (Jun 1997) 41686 


SRI LANKA 

Appointments: Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41692 

Armed forces: see Tamil Tigers (LTTE) 

Cabinet: (Jun 1997) 41692 

Constitution: (Mar 1997) 41544; (Jul 1997) 
41740-1; (Aug 1997) 41775 

Devolution campaign for north-east (Tamil) 
region: (Aug 1997) 41775 

Elections: Local (Mar 1997) 41544 

Foreign relations: 
India (Nov 1997) 41914 
UK (Apr 1997) 41588 
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SRI LANKA (contd) 
USA (Oct 1997) 41865 
Human rights: (Sep 1997) 41820-1 
People’s Alliance: 
Local elections (Mar 1997) 41544 
MP killed (Feb 1997) 41500 
President: Policy towards Tamil Tigers agreed with 
UNP (Apr 1997) 41588 
Security: 
Arrest of former UNP minister (Jun 1997) 41692 
Colombo bombing (Oct 1997) 41865 
Janatha Vimukthi Perumuna (JVP) activists 
under investigation for torture (Sep 1997) 
41821 
Killings 
MPs (Feb 1997) 41500; (Jul 1997) 41740 
Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF) member 
(Jul 1997) 41740 
State of emergency lifted in much of country (Jul 
1997) 41740 
Tamil Tigers (LTTE): 
Attack on Paranthan army garrison (Jan 1997) 
41449 
Denial of responsibility for Colombo bombing 
(Oct 1997) 41865 
Government offensive (May 1997) 41637; (Jun 
1997) 41692; (Jul 1997) 41740; (Aug 1997) 
41775; (Nov 1997) 41914; (Dec 1997) 41965 
Government-UNP bipartisan policy towards 
agreed (Apr 1997) 41588 
Government's devolution proposals (Aug 1997) 
41775; (Oct 1997) 41865; (Nov 1997) 
41914-15 
Links with assassination of Rajiv Gandhi (Nov 
1997) 41914 
Rejection of draft constitution offering wider 
autonomy for Tamils (Mar 1997) 41544 
United National Party (UNP): 
Agreement with President over policy towards 
Tamil Tigers (Apr 1997) 41588 
Arrest of former minister (Jun 1997) 41692 
Killing of People’s Alliance MP (Feb 1997) 41500 
Mohammed Moharoof assassinated (Jul 1997) 
41740 
Officials responsible for 1988-90 reign of terror 
to be tried (Sep 1997) 41820-1 


ST HELENA 
Resignations: Governing executive members (Apr 
1997) 41586 
Security: Popular unrest (Apr 1997) 41586 


ST KITTS AND NEVIS 
Corruption: (Dec 1997) 41957 
Drugs: (Oct 1997) 41859 
Nevis: Secession question (Feb 1997) 41490; (Oct 
1997) 41859 
People’s Action Movement (PAM): (Dec 1997) 
41957 


ST LUCIA 

Appointments: Ministerial (May 1997) 41634 

Cabinet: (May 1997) 41634 

Elections: General (May 1997) 41634 

Foreign relations: 
China (Aug 1997) 41770 
Taiwan (Aug 1997) 41770 

Governor-General: (Sep 1997) 41813 

Political parties: (May 1997) 41634; (Sep 1997) 
41813 


ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES, Obituary of 
Cato (first Prime Minister): (Mar 1997) 41537 


STORMS, CYCLONES AND FLOODS 
Afghanistan: Avalanche deaths (Mar 1997) 41543 
Bangladesh: (May 1997) 41637; (Sep 1997) 
41821 

Belarus: (Jun 1997) 41710 

Brazil: (Jan 1997) 41439; (Oct 1997) 41857 

China: (Jan 1997) 41446 

Czech Republic: (Jul 1997) 41750; (Aug 1997) 
41791-2; (Sep 1997) 41831 

India: (Aug 1997) 41775 

Japan: (Jul 1997) 41736 

Mexico: (Oct 1997) 41856 


STORMS, CYCLONES AND FLOODS (contd) 
Poland: (Jul 1997) 41750; (Aug 1997) 41792 
Romania: (Aug 1997) 41791 
Somalia: (Nov 1997) 41900; (Dec 1997) 41949 
Spain and Portugal: (Nov 1997) 41926 
Uganda: (Nov 1997) 41900 
Ukraine: (Jun 1997) 41710 
USA: Texas (May 1997) 41630 
Vietnam: (Nov 1997) 41917 


SUDAN 
Appointments: 
Military (Oct 1997) 41852 
South Sudan Independence Movement (SSIM) 
chair (Aug 1997) 41761 
Defence: 
Armed forces 
see also Southern civil war 
Leadership (Oct 1997) 41852 
Mobilisation in Kassala region bordering 
Eritrea (Jun 1997) 41673 
Elections: Southern states gubernatorial (Dec 
1997) 41949 
Foreign relations: 
Egypt (Jun 1997) 41673 
Eritrea (Jan 1997) 41433; (Apr 1997) 41578; 
(May 1997) 41627; (Jun 1997) 41673-4; (Jul 
1997) 41720 
Ethiopia (Jan 1997) 41433 
Iran (Mar 1997) 41527 
Israel (Jun 1997) 41673—4; (Oct 1997) 41890 
Kenya (May 1997) 41627 
South Africa (Feb 1997) 41482; (Aug 1997) 
41761 
Uganda (Jan 1997) 41433; (Mar 1997) 41527; 
(Apr 1997) 41578; (May 1997) 41628 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) (Feb 1997) 41482 
USA (Sep 1997) 41804; (Nov 1997) 41900; (Dec 
1997) 41949 
Human rights: (Nov 1997) 41900; (Dec 1997) 
41949 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA): 
Alliance with SPLA (Jan 1997) 41433 
Clashes with government forces (Mar 1997) 
41526; (May 1997) 41627; (Aug 1997) 41761 
Egyptian support for (Jun 1997) 41673 
Meeting with US Secretary of State (Dec 1997) 
41949 
Success claims (Apr 1997) 41578 
United Arab Emirates mediation offered (Feb 
1997) 41482 
National Islamic Front (NIF): Disclosure of arrest 
of opposition politicians (Feb 1997) 41482 
Refugees: 
From southern civil war (Jan 1997) 41433 
Repatriation (Mar 1997) 41526 
Security: 
see also Southern civil war 
Arrest of opposition politicians (Feb 1997) 41482 
Southern civil war: 
see also National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
Gubernatorial elections (Dec 1997) 41949 
Intensification (Jan 1997) 41432-3; (Mar 1997) 
41526; (Apr 1997) 41578 
Peace negotiations 
Adjournment of talks (Nov 1997) 41900 
Agreement signed between government and 
southern splinter groups (Apr 1997) 41578; 
(May 1997) 41627; (Jul 1997) 41720 
Ceasefire (Sep 1997) 41804 
Framework for talks agreed (Jul 1997) 41720; 
(Sep 1997) 41804 
Inter-Government Authority on Development 
(IGAD) (May 1997) 41627; (Jul 1997) 
41720; (Aug 1997) 41761; (Sep 1997) 
41804; (Oct 1997) 41852; (Nov 1997) 
41900; (Dec 1997) 41950 
Nairobi peace talks (Oct 1997) 41852; (Nov 
1997) 41900 
Refugees from (Jan 1997) 41433 
South Africa mediation efforts (Feb 1997) 41482; 
(Aug 1997) 41761 
South Sudan Independence Movement (SSIM) 
(Aug 1997) 41761 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) 
Alliance with Eritrean based National 


SUDAN (contd) 

Democratic Alliance (NDA) (Jan 1997) 
41433 

Fighting (May 1997) 41627; (Aug 1997) 41761 

Gains (Jan 1997) 41433; (Apr 1997) 41578; 
(Jun 1997) 41674; (Jul 1997) 41720; (Oct 
1997) 41852 

Garang meetings with 
South African President (Feb 1997) “1 482; 

(Sep 1997) 41804 

US Secretary of State (Dec 1997) 41949 

Offensive in north-east (Mar 1997) 41526 

Peace talks (Oct 1997) 41852; (Nov 1997) 
41900 

Response to peace framework agreement (Jul 
1997) 41720 

Ugandan support for (Mar 1997) 41527; (Apr 
1997) 41578 

US Secretary of State (Dec 1997) 41949 
UN: Refugees report (Jan 1997) 41433 


SURINAM 
Drugs: Anti-drug measures (Mar 1997) 41534 
Economy: 
Central bank (Mar 1997) 41534 
Collapse of “pyramid” investment schemes 
warning (Mar 1997) 41534 
Government spending dispute (Aug 1997) 41769 
Foreign relations: Netherlands (Mar 1997) 41534 
National Democratic Party (NDP): Negotiations 
over governing coalition (Aug 1997) 41769 


SWAZILAND 
Constitution: (Feb 1997) 41479 
Foreign relations: South Africa (Feb 1997) 41479 
Security: Pro-democracy protests (Feb 1997) 
41479 


SWEDEN 
Appointments: Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41468 
Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41468 
Economy: 
Budget (Apr 1997) 41599; (Sep 1997) 41830 
Tax cut plans abandoned (Sep 1997) 41830 
Eugenics programme (enforced sterilisations) 
inquiry: (Aug 1997) 41784 

European Union (EU): 
ECJ ruling on liquor monopoly (Mar 1997) 41563 
Multi-speed Europe (Jan 1997) 41468 
Single currency position (Oct 1997) 41882 

Foreign relations: Kenya (Apr 1997) 41578 

Left Party: Leader’s leave of absence (Sep 1997) 
41830 

Nuclear energy: Closure of two reactors (Feb 
1997) 41515 

Obituary of Bohman (former Moderate Party 
leader): (Aug 1997) 41784 

People’s Party: (Mar 1997) 41563 

Security: Stadium bombings (Aug 1997) 41784 

Social Democratic Party (SAP): (Jan 1997) 
41468; (Apr 1997) 41599; (Sep 1997) 41830 

Trials: Application for new trial of Palme murder 
suspect (Dec 1997) 41970 

War crimes: Nazi gold allegations (Jan 1997) 
41468 


SWITZERLAND 
Arms trade: (Jun 1997) 41701 
Defence: NATO partnerships for peace 
programme (Apr 1997) 41617 
Drugs: Anti-drug programme (Sep 1997) 41831 
Economy: 
Banks 
Merger (Dec 1997) 41976 
Name change for Union Bank of Switzerland 
(UBS) (Mar 1997) 41554 
War-time gold controversy (Jan 1997) 41461; 
(Jun 1997) 41718 
Espionage: Arrest of Swiss diplomat (Jul 1997) 
41754 
Foreign relations: 
Chile (Sep 1997) 41811 
European Union (EU) (Jun 1997) 41701 
Mali (Apr 1997) 41578; (Sep 1997) 41804 
Pakistan (Sep 1997) 41819 
Philippines (Dec 1997) 41962 


Subject index 
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SWITZERLAND (contd) 
Romania (Jul 1997) 41754 
USA (May 1997) 41666 
t ) Health: BSE beef crisis (Jan 1997) 41469 
Mobutu (former President of Zaire) appeal over 
freezing of assets rejected: (Aug 1997) 41759 
President: Cotti elected (Dec 1997) 41976 
Referendums: 
Anti-drug programme (Sep 1997) 41831 
Arms exports (Jun 1997) 41701 
Unemployment benefit (Sep 1997) 41831 
Socialist Party: (Jun 1997) 41701 
Solidarity Foundation plans: (Mar 1997) 41554 
War crimes: 
Banks’ role (Jan 1997) 41461; (Jun 1997) 41718 
Committee to investigate country’s role (Feb 
1997) 41512; (Mar 1997) 41554 
Compensation fund for Holocaust victims (Jan 
1997) 41461; (Feb 1997) 41511-12; (Mar 
1997) 41554; (Apr 1997) 41612; (Nov 1997) 
41941 
Discovery of more Nazi-era funds (Jun 1997) 
41718 
Dormant accounts list (Jul 1997) 41757; (Oct 
1997) 41893; (Nov 1997) 41941; (Dec 1997) 
41984 
Trustees appointed for dormant Swiss bank 
accounts (Sep 1997) 41845 
US report on Nazi gold (May 1997) 41666 


SYRIA 
see also MIDDLE EAST 
Drugs: Removed from US narcotics list (Nov 
1997) 41937-8 
Economy: Budget (May 1997) 41664 
Foreign relations: 
Egypt, Middle East peace process (May 1997) 
41662 
Iran (Jun 1997) 41715; (Jul 1997) 41756; (Aug 
1997) 41793 
lraq (Jun 1997) 41715; (Aug 1997) 41793; (Nov 
1997) 41938 
Israel 
see also MIDDLE EAST 
Damascus bombing blamed on Mossad (Jan 
1997) 41471 
Turkey (May 1997) 41652; (Jun 1997) 41703 
USA (Sep 1997) 41839—40; (Nov 1997) 41737-8 
Foreign trade: Iraq (Aug 1997) 41793 
President: 
Health (Jan 1997) 41471; (Feb 1997) 41519 
Visits to 
Egypt (May 1997) 41662 
Iran (Aug 1997) 41793 
Religious affairs: Muslim Brotherhood (Apr 1997) 
41616 
Security: 
Attacks on Syrian targets in Lebanon blamed on 
Israelis (Jan 1997) 41471 
Bombings, Damascus (Jan 1997) 41471 
Islamic Movement for Change (IMC) (Jan 1997) 
41471 
Release of imprisoned Muslim Brotherhood 
members planned (Apr 1997) 41616 


T 


TAIWAN 
Appointments: 


KMT secretary general (Dec 1997) 41960 
Ministerial (May 1997) 41639; (Aug 1997) 41770 
Vice Premier (Dec 1997) 41960 

Aviation: Hijacking of aircraft to China (Mar 1997) 
41541; (May 1997) 41639 

Cabinet: (May 1997) 41639; (Aug 1997) 41770 

Chinese New Party: (Jan 1997) 41446 

Constitution: 


Government reform plan (Jan 1997) 41446 
Talks (Jun 1997) 41690 
Approval of reform package by National 

' Assembly (Jul 1997) 41738 

Democratic Progressive Party (DPP): 
Constitutional reform question (Jan 1997) 41446 
2 Local elections (Mar 1997) 41541; (Nov 1997) 
41911 


KMT secretary general (Dec 1997) 41960 (contd) 
Economy: 
Agriculture, Pig disease epidemic (May 1997) 
41639 
Budget (Mar 1997) 41541 
Central bank (Oct 1997) 41861-2 
Regional currency crisis (Oct 1997) 41861-2 
Elections: Local (Mar 1997) 41541; (Nov 1997) 
41911 
Foreign relations: 
Austria (Oct 1997) 41861 
Bahamas (May 1997) 41639 
Belize (Jul 1997) 41738 
Caribbean (Jul 1997) 41738 
Chad (Aug 1997) 41770 
China 
Dalai Lama's visit to Taiwan (Mar 1997) 41541 
Demonstrations against China’s Hong Kong 
policy (Jun 1997) 41690 
Hijacking incident (Mar 1997) 41541; (May 
1997) 41639 
Islands dispute (May 1997) 41640 
Repatriation of mainland hijackers (Jul 1997) 
41738 
Reunification emphasised at Hong Kong 
handover (Jul 1997) 41732 
Sea links restoration accord (Jan 1997) 
41446; (Apr 1997) 41589-90 
Taiwanese military exercise (Jun 1997) 41690 
Visit by Chinese official (Aug 1997) 41770 
WHO application rejected by China (May 
1997) 41639 
Costa Rica (Jul 1997) 41738 
El Salvador (Jul 1997) 41738; (Sep 1997) 41814 
Guatemala (Jul 1997) 41738 
Honduras (Jul 1997) 41738; (Sep 1997) 41814 
Hong Kong, Removal of Taiwanese flags (Oct 
1997) 41861 
Iceland (Oct 1997) 41861 
Japan, Islands dispute (May 1997) 41640 
Korea, North, Nuclear waste deal (Mar 1997) 
41541 
Liberia (Sep 1997) 41814—-15 
Malaysia (Nov 1997) 41911 
Nicaragua (Jul 1997) 41738; (Sep 1997) 41814 
Panama (Sep 1997) 41810; 41814 
Papua New Guinea (Sep 1997) 41825 
Paraguay (Sep 1997) 41814 
St Lucia (Aug 1997) 41770 
Sao Tomé and Principe (May 1997) 41639 
Singapore (Nov 1997) 41911 
South Africa (Jun 1997) 41690; (Dec 1997) 
41948 
Spain (Oct 1997) 41861 
Foreign trade: 
Australia (Feb 1997) 41494 
China 
Banking joint venture (Jan 1997) 41446 
Investment in China regulations and ban (May 
1997) 41639-40; (Jun 1997) 41690 
Hong Kong (Jan 1997) 41446 
Japan (Feb 1997) 41494 
Korea, South (Feb 1997) 41494 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) membership 
talks (Feb 1997) 41494 
Kuomintang (KMT): 
Congress (Aug 1997) 41769-70 
Local elections (Mar 1997) 41541; (Nov 1997) 
41911 
Reform plans (Jan 1997) 41446 
Resignation of Soong as Provincial Governor 
(Jan 1997) 41446 
Secretary general (Dec 1997) 41960 
Maps: (Apr 1997) 41590; (May 1997) 41640 
Nuclear issues: Nuclear waste deal with North 
Korea (Mar 1997) 41541 
Political crisis over deterioration in law and 
order: (May 1997) 41639 
President: 
Address to KMT congress (Aug 1997) 41770 
Amnesty for “2-28” (1947 revolt against KMT 
forces) victims approved (Jun 1997) 41690 
Consultations over new Prime Minister (Jul 
1997) 41738 
Controversy over remarks on independence 
(Nov 1997) 41911 
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KMT secretary general (Dec 1997) 41960 (contd) 
Prevented from delivering state-of-the-nation 
address (May 1997) 41639 
Re-election of Lee as KMT chairman (Aug 1997) 
41769-70 
Visit to Central America (Sep 1997) 41814 
Prime Minister: 
Meetings with 
Malaysia Prime Minister (Nov 1997) 41911 
Singapore Prime Minister (Nov 1997) 41911 
Resignation of Lien Chan announced (Jul 1997) 
41738 
Vincent Siew appointed (Aug 1997) 41770 
Religious affairs: Dalai Lama’s visit (Mar 1997) 
41541 
Resignations: 
Ministerial (May 1997) 41639 
Prime Minister Lien Chan (Jul 1997) 41738 
Soong as Provincial Governor (Jan 1997) 41446 
Security: 
Anti-Triad law (Feb 1997) 41494 
Curfew on teenagers (Feb 1997) 41494 
Killing of teenage girl (May 1997) 41639 
Reform discussions (May 1997) 41639 
Straits Exchange Foundation (SEF): (Jul 1997) 
41738; (Aug 1997) 41770 
United Front for Taiwan’s Independence: (Sep 
1997) 41815 


TAJIKISTAN 
see also COMMONWEALTH OF 
INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) 
Armed forces: 
Integration talks (Mar 1997) 41542 
Mutiny (Jun 1997) 41694; (Jul 1997) 41738-9; 
(Aug 1997) 41773; (Oct 1997) 41867-8 
Reductions (Jul 1997) 41738 
Aviation: Air crash in United Arab Emirates (Dec 
1997) 41980 
Civil war: 
CIS peacekeeping force (Mar 1997) 41552; (May 
1997) 41635 
Peace negotiations 
Amnesty law (Aug 1997) 41774 
Talks (Jan 1997) 41452; (Mar 1997) 41542; 
(Apr 1997) 41588 
Suspended (Apr 1997) 41588 
Signing of agreement (May 1997) 41636; (Jun 
1997) 41693-4 
Tajik National Reconciliation Commission 
(NRC) (Jul 1997) 41738; (Aug 1997) 41774 
Release of prisoners (Oct 1997) 41867 
Returning refugees (Jan 1997) 41452; (Nov 
1997) 41913 
Constitution: (May 1997) 41636 
Drugs: (Mar 1997) 41542 
Economy: 
Donor conference (Nov 1997) 41913 
IMF loan (Dec 1997) 41966 
World Bank credit (Nov 1997) 41913 
Foreign relations: 
Afghanistan (Mar 1997) 41542; (May 1997) 
41635; (Dec 1997) 41966 
China (Apr 1997) 41589 
Kyrgyzstan (Mar 1997) 41542 
Russia (Jan 1997) 41452; (Mar 1997) 41542 
National Reconciliation Commission (NRC): 
(May 1997) 41636; (Aug 1997) 41774; (Sep 
1997) 41818 
President: 
Injured in grenade attack (Apr 1997) 41588; 
(May 1997) 41636 
UN-sponsored donor conference (Nov 1997) 
41913 
Security: 
see also Armed forces: Mutiny; Civil war 
Arrest of Dustboboyev (Apr 1997) 41588 
Attack on presidential guard (Oct 1997) 41866—7 
Dushanbe bombings (Jul 1997) 41739; (Sep 
1997) 41818 
Grenade attack on President (Apr 1997) 41588; 
(May 1997) 41636 
Hostage crisis (Feb 1997) 41500; (Mar 1997) 
41542; (Sep 1997) 41818; (Dec 1997) 41966 
Kidnapping of mufti (Sep 1997) 41818 
Killing of members of armed group allegedly 


Subject index 


TAJIKISTAN (contd) 

responsible for attack on President (May 
1997) 41636 

Return of UTO opposition leader from exile (Sep 
1997) 41818 

Sadirov 
Captured (Mar 1997) 41542 
Killed (Dec 1997) 41977 

UN: 

Donor conference (Nov 1997) 41913 

Hostages (Feb 1997) 41500; (Mar 1997) 41542; 
(Sep 1997) 41818; (Dec 1997) 41966 

Observer mission mandate extended (Mar 1997) 
41542; (Jun 1997) 41694; (Sep 1997) 41818; 
(Nov 1997) 41913 

Peace accord (Jun 1997) 41693 

United Tajiak Opposition (UTO): (Mar 1997) 

41542: (Apr 1997) 41588; (May 1997) 41636; 

(Jun 1997) 416934; (Sep 1997) 41818; (Oct 

1997) 41866-7; (Nov 1997) 41913 


TANZANIA 

Appointments: Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41478 

Cabinet: (Feb 1997) 41478 

Famine: (Sep 1997) 41806 

Foreign relations: Burundi (Aug 1997) 41762; 
(Sep 1997) 41801; (Oct 1997) 41851; (Nov 
1997) 41897 

Refugees: 
Allegations of ill-treatment of Burundi refugees 

(Nov 1997) 41897 

Expulsion back to Burundi (Oct 1997) 41851 
From Burundi (Jul 1997) 41721 

Zanzibar: Civic United Front, Treason charges 
(Dec 1997) 41950 


THAILAND 
Appointments: Ministerial (Aug 1997) 41777; (Oct 
1997) 41868; (Nov 1997) 41915-16 
Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN): (Apr 1997) 
41595 
Cabinet: (Jun 1997) 41684—5; (Aug 1997) 41777; 
(Oct 1997) 41868; (Nov 1997) 41915-16 
Constitutional reform: (Sep 1997) 41821 
Defence: Weapons negotiations with China (Apr 
1997) 41595 
Dismissals: Central bank officials (Mar 1997) 
41545 
Economy: 
Budget (Feb 1997) 41501; (May 1997) 41642; 
(Aug 1997) 41777 
Cabinet conflict over policy (Jun 1997) 41684—5 
Central bank (Mar 1997) 41545; (Jul 1997) 
41734; (Nov 1997) 41916 
Closure of bankrupt institutions (Dec 1997) 
41962-3 
Crisis in financial markets (Mar 1997) 41545; 
(May 1997) 41642; (Jul 1997) 41734—5; (Aug 
1997) 41777; (Sep 1997) 41821; (Oct 1997) 
41861; 41868 
Currency devaluation (Jul 1997) 41734; (Oct 
1997) 41861; 41868 
Government pension fund (Mar 1997) 41545 
IMF (Jul 1997) 41734; (Aug 1997) 41777; (Sep 
1997) 41844; (Oct 1997) 41868; (Nov 1997) 
41916; (Dec 1997) 41962-3 
Land issues (Apr 1997) 41595 
Licensing of new insurance companies (Mar 
1997) 41545 
Privatisation of telecommunications (Nov 1997) 
41916 
Reform package (Aug 1997) 41777; (Oct 1997) 
41868; (Nov 1997) 41916; (Dec 1997) 
41962-3 
Fire deaths at Pattaya hotel: (Jul 1997) 41735 
Foreign relations: 
Burma (Feb 1997) 41501; (Mar 1997) 41544; 
(May 1997) 41642 
China, Arms purchase negotiations (Apr 1997) 
41595 
Vietnam, Sea border treaty (Aug 1997) 41777 
Forum of the Poor: (Apr 1997) 41595; (May 
1997) 41642 
Political parties: (Oct 1997) 41868; (Nov 1997) 
41915-16 
Prime Minister: 


THAILAND (contd) 
Criticised over economic crisis (Oct 1997) 41868 
Resignation of Chaovalit and appointment of 
Chuan (Nov 1997) 41915-16 
Visit to Burma (May 1997) 41642 
Resignations: 
Bank of Thailand governor (Jul 1997) 41734 
Ministerial (Jun 1997) 41684—5; (Oct 1997) 
41868 
Prime Minister (Nov 1997) 41915—-16 
Security: 
Demonstrations (Apr 1997) 41595; (May 1997) 
41642 
Muslim separatists (Apr 1997) 41595 


TIBET 

Dalai Lama: 

Imprisonment of Tibetan go-between (May 1997) 
41638 

Visit to Taiwan (Mar 1997) 41541 

Economy: European Union (EU) aid frozen (Dec 
1997) 41961 

Foreign relations: European Union (EU) (Dec 
1997) 41961 

Human rights: Save the Children Fund worker 
expelled (Dec 1997) 41961 

International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) 
report: (Dec 1997) 41960—-1 

Trials: Chatral Rimpoche (May 1997) 41638 


TOGO 
Foreign relations: 
Burkina Faso (Mar 1997) 41529 
Western Sahara (Jun 1997) 41713 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
membership: (Oct 1997) 41893 


TONGA 
Economy: Budget (Jul 1997) 41741 
Impeachment efforts against Justice Minister: 
(May 1997) 41646; (Sep 1997) 41825 
Legislative Assembly: (May 1997) 41646 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Elections: 

By-election victory for National Alliance for 
Reconstruction (May 1997) 41634 

Presidential (Feb 1997) 41490 

National Alliance for Reconstruction (NAR): 
(May 1997) 41634 

Obituary of Chambers (former Prime Minister): 
(Nov 1997) 41907 

Political parties: (Feb 1997) 41490 

President: Robinson elected (Feb 1997) 41490 

United National Congress (UNC): (May 1997) 
41634 


TUAREGS, Niger: (Jun 1997) 41673; (Sep 1997) 
41804; (Dec 1997) 41945 


TUNISIA 

Appointments: Ministerial (Jan 1997) 41473; (Oct 
1997) 41891 

Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41473; (Oct 1997) 41891 

Human rights: (Jan 1997) 41473; (Aug 1997) 
41797 

Mouvement des démocrates socialistes (MDS): 
(Jan 1997) 41473 

Security: 
Deaths in prison (May 1997) 41664; (Aug 1997) 

41797 

Release of opposition leader (Jan 1997) 41473 


TURKEY 

Appointments: Ministerial (Apr 1997) 41604; (May 
1997) 41652; (Jun 1997) 41702-3 

Cabinet: (May 1997) 41652; (Jun 1997) 41702-3 

niles to be closed: (Aug 1997) 41788 
iller: 
Corruption charges dropped (Feb 1997) 41511 
EU membership plea (Apr 1997) 41604 
Husband charged with altering documents (Oct 

1997) 41877 

Constitutional Court: Suit filed against Welfare 
Party (May 1997) 41652; (Nov 1997) 41930 

Corruption: 


TURKEY (contd) 
Ciller charges dropped (Feb 1997) 41511 
Ciller’s husband charged (Oct 1997) 41877 
State involvement with criminal gangs alleged 
(Jan 1997) 41462 
Cyprus (Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
(TRNC)): see CYPRUS 
Defence: 
Armed forces 
Cyprus (Jan 1997) 41462 
Expulsion of suspected Islamists (Aug 1997) 
41788 
Tensions with Erbakan government (May 
1997) 41652; (Jun 1997) 41702 
Democracy Party (DEP) (pro-Kurdish): European 
Court of Human Rights compensation ruling 
(Nov 1997) 41930 
Democratic Left Party (DSP): 
Failure of motion censuring government (Feb 
1997) 41511 
Pressure towards early general election (Apr 
1997) 41604 
Democratic Turkey Party (DTP): (Jul 1997) 
41746 
Developing Eight (D-8) Group of Islamic 
countries agreement: (Apr 1997) 41617 
Economy: 
Budget (Dec 1997) 41973 
Gas agreement with Russia (Dec 1997) 41973 
IMF (Nov 1997) 41929-30; (Dec 1997) 41973 
Inflation reduction plan (Nov 1997) 41929-—30; 
(Dec 1997) 41973 
Reform plans (Dec 1997) 41973 
Education reform questions: (Apr 1997) 
41603—4; (Jul 1997) 41746; (Aug 1997) 41788 
European Union (EU) membership application: 
(Apr 1997) 41604; (Oct 1997) 41876; 41887; 
(Dec 1997) 41968; 41973 
Foreign relations: 
Albania (Mar 1997) 41558 
Armenia (Jun 1997) 41703 
Azerbaijan (May 1997) 41660 
Bulgaria (Oct 1997) 41876; (Dec 1997) 41978 
Greece . 
Agreement on peaceful resolution of disputes 
(Jul 1997) 41746 
Crete summit (Nov 1997) 41934 
Cyprus 
Arms build-up (Jan 1997) 41461-2 
TRNC “partial integration” agreement (Aug 
1997) 41789 
Turkish military exercises (Nov 1997) 41929 
War games (Oct 1997) 41877 
Denial of violation of Greek airspace on 
Christmas Day (Dec 1997) 41973 
Expulsions of diplomats for spying (Dec 1997) 
41973 
Greek support for PKK Kurds alleged (Jun 
1997) 41703 
Wise men group to help resolve territorial 
disputes (Apr 1997) 41604 
Iran, Turkish offensive against Kurds (May 1997) 
41652; (Jun 1997) 41703 
Iraq, Criticism of Turkish offensive against Kurds 
(May 1997) 41652 
Israel (Jun 1997) 41715; 41716; (Dec 1997) 
41982 
Italy, Kurdish refugees (Dec 1997) 41973 
NATO, Reaction to Turkish offensive against 
Kurds (May 1997) 41652 
Romania (Oct 1997) 41876 
Serbia (Jun 1997) 41703 
Syria (May 1997) 41652; (Jun 1997) 41703 
USA (Dec 1997) 41973 
Foreign trade: 
lraq (May 1997) 41661-2 
Kazakhstan (Oct 1997) 41867 
Russia (Dec 1997) 41973 
Grand National Assembly (GNA): Breakdown of 
seats (Jun 1997) 41702 
Human rights: (Aug 1997) 41788; (Nov 1997) 
41930 
Kurds: see KURDS 
Media: Press amnesty law (Aug 1997) 41788 
Motherland Party (ANAP): 
Coalition government (Jun 1997) 41602-3 
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TURKEY (contd) 
Pressure towards early general election (Apr 
1997) 41604 
Nationalist Action Party (MHP): (Apr 1997) 
41604 
Obituary of Turkes: (Apr 1997) 41604 
Political parties: (Jun 1997) 41702 
President: Summit with Presidents of Bulgaria and 
Romania (Oct 1997) 41876 
Prime Minister: 
Defeat of opposition’s censure motion (Feb 
1997) 41511 ‘ 
Early general election likely (Apr 1997) 41604 
Meeting with National Security Council (NSC) 
(Apr 1997) 41603-4 
Resignation of Erbakan (Jun 1997) 41602 
Visits to 
Bulgaria (Dec 1997) 41978 
USA (Dec 1997) 41973 
Yilmaz (ANAP) government (Jun 1997) 41602-3; 
(Jul 1997) 41746 
Religious affairs: 
Islamist schools (Apr 1997) 41603—4 
Islamist sect members imprisoned (Apr 1997) 
41604 
Security: 
Anti-Kurdish offensives (May 1997) 41651-2; 
(Jun 1997) 41703; 41725; (Oct 1997) 41877 
Islamic extremists (Feb 1997) 41511; (Mar 1997) 
41558-9; (Aug 1997) 41788 
National Security Council (NSC) (Feb 1997) 
41511; (Mar 1997) 41558—9; (Apr 1997) 
41603—4 
Release of Yagmurdereli (Nov 1997) 41930 
Trials: Islamist sect members imprisoned (Apr 
1997) 41604 
True Path Party (DYP): 
Ciller’s future in politics (Jul 1997) 41746 
Defections (Jul 1997) 41746 
Failure of coalition with Welfare Party (Jun 1997) 
41602 
Links with criminal gangs alleged (Jan 1997) 
41462 
Tensions with Welfare Party (May 1997) 41652; 
(Jun 1997) 41702 
Welfare Party (RP): 
Censure motion defeated (Feb 1997) 41511 
Constitutional difficulties (May 1997) 41652; 
(Nov 1997) 41930 
Education reform questions (Apr 1997) 41603—4; 
(Aug 1997) 41788 
Resignation of Erbakan as Prime Minister (Jun 
1997) 41602 
Tensions with military (May 1997) 41652 


TURKMENISTAN 


see also COMMONWEALTH OF 
INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) 
Appointments: Ministerial (Jul 1997) 41739; (Dec 
1997) 41966 
Cabinet: (Dec 1997) 41966 
Criminal code: (Jun 1997) 41694 
Death penalty: (Jun 1997) 41694 
Dismissals: Ministerial (Jul 1997) 41739 
Economic Co-operation Organisation (ECO) 
summit: (May 1997) 41666 
Economy: 
Budget (Nov 1997) 41912 
Energy (May 1997) 41666; (Oct 1997) 41866; 
(Dec 1997) 41966 
Hydrocarbons law (Mar 1997) 41548 
Foreign relations: 
Afghanistan (Oct 1997) 41866; (Dec 1997) 
41966 


Azerbaijan, Oil dispute (Jul 1997) 41739; (Oct 
1997) 41866 
in trade: 
Iran (Oct 1997) 41866; (Dec 1997) 41966 
Israel (Mar 1997) 41566 
Pakistan (May 1997) 41666; (Oct 1997) 41866 
USA (Oct 1997) 41866 


TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS 


Foreign trade: European Union (EU) (Jan 1997) 
41469 


TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS (contd) 
UK initiative to counter money laundering: (Jan 
1997) 41443 


TUVALU, Environment: Global warming fears 
(Sep 1997) 41825 


U 
UAE see UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE) 


UGANDA 
Defence: Armed forces, Attacks on Sudan (Mar 
1997) 41527 
Economy: 
Debt relief programme (Apr 1997) 41578 
IMF agreement (Nov 1997) 41900 
Floods: (Nov 1997) 41900 
Foreign relations: 
Burundi (Sep 1997) 41801 
lran (Mar 1997) 41527 
Sudan (Jan 1997) 41433; (Mar 1997) 41527; 
(Apr 1997) 41578; (May 1997) 41628 
Zaire (Jan 1997) 41431; (Feb 1997) 41477; 
(May 1997) 41621 
Security: 
Killing of bishop (May 1997) 41628 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) (Mar 1997) 
41527; (May 1997) 41628 
UKRAINE 
see also COMMONWEALTH OF 
INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) 
Appointments: 
Central Bank governor (Feb 1997) 41508 
Ministerial (Feb 1997) 41508; (Apr 1997) 41610; 
(May 1997) 41660; (Jul 1997) 41751-2; (Aug 
1997) 41787 
Prime Minister (Jul 1997) 41751 
Prosecutor General (Jul 1997) 41752; (Dec 
1997) 41975 
State Property Fund (Mar 1997) 41551 
Cabinet: (Feb 1997) 41508; (Apr 1997) 41610; 
(May 1997) 41660; (Jul 1997) 41751-2; (Aug 
1997) 41787 
Constitutional Court: 
Formal opening (Jan 1997) 41459 
Parliamentary auditing department 
constitutionality question (Jan 1997) 41459 
Ruling on holding of government posts (May 
1997) 41660 
Corruption: 
Anti-corruption measures (Apr 1997) 41610—11 
Lazarenko (former Prime Minister) (Dec 1997) 
41975 
Zvyagilsky (former interim prime minister) (Feb 
1997) 41508; (Mar 1997) 41551 
Crimea: 
Cabinet (Jun 1997) 41710 
Constitution (Feb 1997) 41508; (Apr 1997) 
41611 
Demonstrations against NATO Sea Breeze 
exercises (Aug 1997) 41787 
Prime Minister, Demydenko replaced by 
Franchuk (Jun 1997) 41710 
Pro-Moscow legislation vetoed by President as 
unconstitutional (Oct 1997) 41878 
Sevastopol issue (Jan 1997) 41459 
Supreme Council 
Hunger strike by deputies (Mar 1997) 41551 
Speaker replaced (Feb 1997) 41508 
Defence: 
Naval manoeuvres with Russia (Oct 1997) 
41878-9 
Talks with Russia (Aug 1997) 41787 
Ukraine-NATO security pact (May 1997) 
41665-6; (Jul 1997) 41757; (Aug 1997) 41787 
Disasters: Storm damage (Jun 1997) 41710 
Dismissals: Prosecutor General (Jul 1997) 41752 
Economy: 
Agriculture Ministry restructured (Jun 1997) 
41710 
Austerity programme (Aug 1997) 41787 
Budget (Mar 1997) 41551; (Jun 1997) 
41709-10; (Sep 1997) 41837-8; (Dec 1997) 
41975 
Car manufacture (Sep 1997) 41838 
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UGANDA (contd) 
Central bank (Feb 1997) 41508; (Nov 1997) 
41923 
Currency (Apr 1997) 41611; (Aug 1997) 41787; 
(Nov 1997) 41923 
IMF (Mar 1997) 41551; (Jun 1997) 41710; (Aug 
1997) 41787; (Sep 1997) 41838; (Nov 1997) 
41923; (Dec 1997) 41975 
Privatisation (Nov 1997) 41923 
State Property Fund (Mar 1997) 41551 
Supervisory Council (Mar 1997) 41551 
Treasury bills sale (Dec 1997) 41975 
Wage arrears (Jun 1997) 41710 
World Bank (Aug 1997) 41787 
Electoral law: (Sep 1997) 41837; (Oct 1997) 
41878; (Nov 1997) 41923; (Dec 1997) 41975 
Foreign relations: 
Baltic states (May 1997) 41657 
Belarus 
Belarusian President's visit to Ukraine (May 
1997) 41660 
Summit meeting (Jan 1997) 41459 
European Union (EU) (Sep 1997) 41838 
Poland (May 1997) 41657 
Romania (Jun 1997) 41705-6 
Russia 
Ban on Russian military flights (Apr 1997) 
41611 
Black Sea fleet (May 1997) 41659-60 
Failure of Ukrainian legislature to ratify 
agreement on division of Soviet assets (Feb 
1997) 41509 
Military co-operation talks (Aug 1997) 41787 
Naval manoeuvres (Oct 1997) 41878-9 
Presidential summit (Nov 1997) 41922-3 
Sevastopol tensions (Jan 1997) 41459 
Treaty signed (May 1997) 41659-60 
Foreign trade: 
Korea, South (Sep 1997) 41838 
Russia (Nov 1997) 41922-3 
USA (Sep 1997) 41838 
Hromada (Community) opposition movement: 
(Sep 1997) 41837 
Left-wing electoral bloc formed: (Nov 1997) 
41923 
Media: (Aug 1997) 41787; (Sep 1997) 41838 
Nuclear issues: 
Chernobyl power station 
Aid for (Sep 1997) 41838; (Nov 1997) 41923 
Closure delayed (Feb 1997) 41509; (Sep 
1997) 41838 
Programme for closure (Apr 1997) 41611 
Take-over plan by national energy company 
(Sep 1997) 41838 
Peasants Party of Ukraine (SePU): (Nov 1997) 
41923 
People’s Council (legislature): Immunity granted 
to Zvyagilsky (Feb 1997) 41508 
Political Council: (Feb 1997) 41508 
President: 
Crimea legislation vetoed (Oct 1997) 41878 
Electoral law dispute with Supreme Council (Sep 
1997) 41837; (Oct 1997) 41878 
Government reshuffle (Feb 1997) 41508 
Legislators stripped of parliamentary immunity 
(Dec 1997) 41975 
Meetings with 
Belarus President (Jan 1997) 41459 
Polish President (May 1997) 41657 
Russian President (May 1997) 41659-60; 
(Nov 1997) 41922-3 
Reappointment of Tabachnyk as adviser (Sep 
1997) 41837 
Russia blamed for difficult Ukraine-Russia 
relations (Feb 1997) 41509 
State of the nation address (Mar 1997) 41551 
Prime Minister: 
Lazarenko replaced by Durdynets (Jun 1997) 
41709 
Pustovoytenko appointed (Jul 1997) 41751 
Security: 
Demonstrations (Jun 1997) 41710; (Aug 1997) 
41787 
Killings 
Journalists (Sep 1997) 41838 
Minister (Sep 1997) 41838 


Subject index 


UGANDA (contd) 
Newspaper editor (Aug 1997) 41787; (Sep 
1997) 41838 
Socialist Party of Ukraine (SPU): (Nov 1997) 
41923 
Supreme Council: 
Electoral law (Sep 1997) 41837; (Nov 1997) 
41923 
Rejection of presidential nominee for prosecutor 
general (Dec 1997) 41975 
Yedinist (Unity) parliamentary faction: (Sep 
1997) 41837 


UN see UNITED NATIONS 


UNCED see UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON 
ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT (UNCED) 


UNCHR see UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS (UNCHR) 


UNDP see UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME (UNDP) 


UNESCO see UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, 
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANISATION 
(UNESCO) 


UNHCR see UNITED NATIONS HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES (UNHCR) 


UNICEF see UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND 
(UNICEF) 


UNIDO see UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION (UNIDO) 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE) 

Air crash: (Dec 1997) 41980 
Appointments: Ministerial (Mar 1997) 41569 
Arms deal with France: (Dec 1997) 41980 
Cabinet: (Mar 1997) 41569 
Foreign relations: 

Iran (Dec 1997) 41981 

Sudan (Feb 1997) 41482 
Foreign trade: France (Dec 1997) 41980 


UNITED KINGDOM 
Anguilla: see ANGUILLA 
Appointments: Ministerial (May 1997) 41646-7 
Bermuda: see BERMUDA 
British Virgin Islands: see BRITISH VIRGIN 
ISLANDS 
Cabinet: (May 1997) 41646-7 
Conservative Party: 
By-election defeat (Feb 1997) 41515 
Corruption allegations (Mar 1997) 41562; (Jul 
1997) 41744; (Aug 1997) 41781 
Election campaign (Mar 1997) 41562; (Apr 1997) 
41599-600 
Election defeat (May 1997) 41646-7 
Eurosceptics (Jan 1997) 41467; (Oct 1997) 
41885 
Fragility of government (Jan 1997) 41467 
Hague 
Elected party leader (Jun 1997) 41700 
Marriage (Dec 1997) 41969 
Leadership contest (May 1997) 41648; (Jun 
1997) 41700 
Resignations 
Major as leader (May 1997) 41648 
MP over sleaze allegations (Oct 1997) 41885; 
(Nov 1997) 41925 
Constitutional reform: (Dec 1997) 41969 
Corruption: 
see also Trials 
Downey “cash-for-questions” report (Mar 1997) 
41562; (Jul 1997) 41744; (Aug 1997) 41781; 
(Nov 1997) 41925 
Glasgow Labour councillors investigation (Sep 
1997) 41827 
Hamilton (Mar 1997) 41562; (May 1997) 41646; 
(Jul 1997) 41744; (Nov 1997) 41925 
Labour MPs (Jun 1997) 41699-700; (Aug 1997) 
41781; (Dec 1997) 41969 


UNITED KINGDOM (contd) 
Nolan Committee on standards in public life (Jul 
1997) 41744 
Defence: 
Armed forces 
Gulf War syndrome controversy (Feb 1997) 
41515 
Gurkhas (Feb 1997) 41494 
NATO stabilisation force (S-For) (Jul 1997) 
41749 
Eurofighter (Dec 1997) 41968-9 
Royal yacht replacement announcement (Jan 
1997) 41467 
Devolution plans: (May 1997) 41647; (Sep 1997) 
41826-7 
Drugs: 
Appointment of “drugs tsar” (Oct 1997) 41886 
MI6 role (Aug 1997) 41780-1 
Economy: 
Autumn statement (Nov 1997) 41925 
Bank of England (May 1997) 41647; (Jun 1997) 
41699; (Aug 1997) 41781 
Beef (BSE) crisis (Jan 1997) 41467; 41469; (Feb 
1997) 41516-17; (Mar 1997) 41564; (Dec 
1997) 41969 
Budget (Jul 1997) 41744 
Chancellor's Mansion House speech (Jun 1997) 
41699 
European Monetary Union (EMU) preparations 
(Nov 1997) 41925 
Financial reforms (May 1997) 41647-8; (Jun 
1997) 41699 
Halifax flotation (Jun 1997) 41700 
Interest rates (Aug 1997) 41781; (Nov 1997) 
41925 
Monetary policy committee (Jun 1997) 41699 
Pay rises Cabinet row (Sep 1997) 41827 
Stock market fall (Oct 1997) 41861 
Toyota warning if UK remained outside single 
currency (Jan 1997) 41467 
Trade unions (May 1997) 41648 
Education: Queen's Speech (May 1997) 41647 
Elections: 
By-elections 
Beckenham (Nov 1997) 41925 
Conservative defeat (Feb 1997) 41515 
Paisley South (Nov 1997) 41925 
Winchester (Oct 1997) 41886; (Nov 1997) 
41925-6 
General 
Campaign (Mar 1997) 41562; (Apr 1997) 
41599 
Victory for Labour Party (May 1997) 41646-7 
Environment: Energy-saving tax concessions 
(Nov 1997) 41925 
European Union (EU): 
Amsterdam summit (Jun 1997) 41700—1 
Beef (BSE) crisis (Feb 1997) 41516—17; (Mar 
1997) 41564; (Dec 1997) 41969 
EMU preparations (Nov 1997) 41925 
Eurofighter (Dec 1997) 41968-9 
Fishing quotas (Apr 1997) 41603 
Labour government policy (May 1997) 41648 
Labour MEPs suspended from Party (Oct 1997) 
41885-6 
Multi-speed Europe question (Jan 1997) 41468 
Single currency question (Jan 1997) 41467; (Oct 
1997) 41885; (Nov 1997) 41935 
Tobacco advertising ban (Dec 1997) 41968 
UK election campaign (Apr 1997) 41600 
Foreign relations: 
Argentina 
see also FALKLAND (MALVINAS) ISLANDS 
Anti-British bomb incident (Nov 1997) 41906 
Invitation to Menem to visit UK (Nov 1997) 
41906 
South Atlantic fisheries negotiations (Jan 
1997) 41440 
Visit to Falklands by relatives of Argentinian 
soldiers killed in 1982 war (Jan 1997) 41440 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (Jul 1997) 41749 
Burma (Feb 1997) 41501; (Sep 1997) 41823 
Caribbean (Jan 1997) 41443 
China see HONG KONG 
Cyprus (Jan 1997) 41461-2; (Apr 1997) 41603; 
(Sep 1997) 41835 


UNITED KINGDOM (contd) 

Egypt (Nov 1997) 41935 

Fiji (Sep 1997) 41825 

Gulf Co-Operation Council (GCC) (Dec 1997) 
41981 

Hong Kong, Opening of new consulate building 
(Jan 1997) 41447 

India, Visit of Queen (Oct 1997) 41865 

lraq (Nov 1997) 41938 

Israel (Nov 1997) 41937 

Kenya (Apr 1997) 41578 

Labour government policy (May 1997) 41648 

Liberia (Mar 1997) 41528 

Libya, Lockerbie (Jun 1997) 41713; (Oct 1997) 
41891; (Dec 1997) 41983 

Malaysia (Sep 1997) 41823 

Nigeria, Flights banned (May 1997) 41625 

Pakistan (Oct 1997) 41865 

Palestinians (Aug 1997) 41795 

Peru (Feb 1997) 41488 

Saudi Arabia, Nurses’ murder trial (Sep 1997) 
41841-2; (Oct 1997) 41888; (Nov 1997) 
41936 

Slovakia (Nov 1997) 41931-2 

South Pacific Commission (Oct 1997) 41871 

Spain see GIBRALTAR 

Sri Lanka (Apr 1997) 41588 

USA, Woodward (UK au-pair) murder case (Oct 
1997) 41854; (Nov 1997) 41903 

Yemen (Nov 1997) 41936 

Zaire (May 1997) 41622 

Zimbabwe (Oct 1997) 41850 

Foreign trade: 

see also European Union (EU) 

Beef BSE/CJD link crisis: see Economy: Beef 
crisis 

France (Apr 1997) 41601 

Russia (Nov 1997) 41921 

Gibraltar: see GIBRALTAR 
Health: 

Beef (BSE) crisis (Jan 1997) 41467; 41469; (Feb 
1997) 41516-17; (Mar 1997) 41564; (Dec 
1997) 41969 

BSE-CUJD links inquiry (Dec 1997) 41969 — 

E coli food poisoning (Jan 1997) 41467; (Apr 
1997) 41600 

Election campaign issues (Apr 1997) 41599-600 

Food safety council announced (Jan 1997) 
41467 

Gulf War syndrome controversy (Feb 1997) 
41515 

Persistent vegetative state (PVS) patients (Mar 
1997) 41562-3 

Tobacco advertising ban controversy (May 1997) 
41647; (Nov 1997) 419245; (Dec 1997) 
41968 

Heritage Department: Renamed (Jul 1997) 41744 

House of Commons: Sinn Féin MPs banned from 
House (May 1997) 41648 

Human rights: McAliskey detention (Feb 1997) 
41516; (Mar 1997) 41563 

Immigration and emigration: 

Asylum issues 
Romanies from Slovakia (Nov 1997) 41931—2 
Ruling on social security rights (Feb 1997) 

41516 
Ireland, Northern: see IRELAND, NORTHERN 
Labour Party: 

Benefits cuts proposals (Dec 1997) 41969 

By-election success (Feb 1997) 41515 

Disciplinary action against MPs (Jun 1997) 
41699-700; (Aug 1997) 41781; (Dec 1997) 
41969 

Election campaign (Apr 1997) 41599-600 

Election success (May 1997) 41646-7 

First budget (Jul 1997) 41744 

Formula One donation controversy (Nov 1997) 
41924-5; (Dec 1997) 41968 

Glasgow councillors suspended (Sep 1997) 
41827 

Policy initiatives (May 1997) 41647-8 

Royal yacht decision criticised (Jan 1997) 41467 

Suspension of MEPs (Oct 1997) 41885-6 

Taxation plans (Jul 1997) 41744 

Law: 
Handgun ban (Jun 1997) 41700 
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UNITED KINGDOM (contd) 
Ruling on brain damage deaths (Mar 1997) 
41562 
Liberal Democratic Party: 
Election campaign (Apr 1997) 41600 
Election results (May 1997) 41646 
Role in government (Jul 1997) 41744 
Montserrat: see MONTSERRAT 
Obituaries: 
Diana Princess of Wales (Aug 1997) 41780; 
(Sep 1997) 41845 
MPs (Jan 1997) 41467 
Thomas, George (former Speaker) (Sep 1997) 
41827 
Political parties: (May 1997) 41647 
Prime Minister: 
Amsterdam EU summit (Jun 1997) 41700-1 
General election called (Mar 1997) 41562 
Limited pay rise accepted by Blair (Sep 1997) 
41827 
Major’s government in difficulties (Jan 1997) 
41467 
Meeting with Argentine President (Jun 1997) 
41680 
Queen and royal family: 
Death of Princess of Wales (Aug 1997) 41780; 
(Sep 1997) 41845 
Queen’s Speech (May 1997) 41647 
Queen’s visits to India and Pakistan (Oct 1997) 
41865 
Royal yacht replacement announcement (Jan 
1997) 41467 
Racial issues: Inquest on Stephen Lawrence (Feb 
1997) 41515-16 
Referendums: Devolution in Scotland and Wales 
(Sep 1997) 41826-7 
Resignations: 
Conservative MP (Oct 1997) 41885 
Conservative Party leader (May 1997) 41648 
St Helena: see ST HELENA 
Scientific research: Cloning (Feb 1997) 41522 
Scotland: 
Devolution question (Apr 1997) 41600; (Sep 
1997) 41826 
E-coli deaths (Jan 1997) 41467; (Apr 1997) 
41600 
Security: 
see also IRELAND, NORTHERN; Law; Racial 
issues 
Bombing of Arab newspaper office (Jan 1997) 
41467 
Farmers’ blockades of ports over-beef imports 
(Dec 1997) 41969 
Government Communications Headquarters 
(GCHQ) (May 1997) 41648 
Letter-bombing campaign foiled by Danish police 
(Jan 1997) 41469 
MI5 allegations by former agent (Aug 1997) 
41780 
MI6 new role against drug trafficking (Aug 1997) 
41780-1 
Prison ship arrival (Mar 1997) 41562 
Trials: 
Aitken libel case collapse (Jun 1997) 41699 
Bridgewater Three released by Appeal Court 
(Feb 1997) 41515 
Forsyth (Nadir aide) released by Appeal Court 
(Jan 1997) 41467 
McDonald's libel case (Jun 1997) 41700 
Sarwar (suspended Labour MP) (Dec 1997) 
41969 
Westminster City Council “gerrymandering” (Dec 
1997) 41969 
Whitemoor escape trial abandoned (Jan 1997) 
41467-8 
Turks and Caicos Islands: see TURKS AND 
CAICOS ISLANDS 
Wales: Devolution question (Apr 1997) 41600; 
(Sep 1997) 41826-7 
War crimes: 


Conference on Nazi gold ownership (May 1997) 
' 41666; (Aug 1997) 41797; (Dec 1997) 41984 
Nazi gold report (May 1997) 41666 

Sawoniuk (Sep 1997) 41845 

Serafinowicz trial collapse (Jan 1997) 41475 


UNITED KINGDOM (contd) 
Welfare state reform plans: (Nov 1997) 41925; 
(Dec 1997) 41969 


UNITED NATIONS 
Afghanistan: 

Meeting of representatives of neighbouring 
countries and formation of contact group (Dec 
1997) 41966 

Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian 
Assistance to Afghanistan (UNOCHA) (Mar 
1997) 41542 

Peace efforts (Jan 1997) 41451-2 

Talibaan agreement to end opium production 
(Nov 1997) 41913 

Angola: (Aug 1997) 41759; (Sep 1997) 41803; 

(Oct 1997) 41850; (Nov 1997) 41899 

Appointments: Secretariat (Jan 1997) 41474 
Bosnia-Herzegovina: 
Mostar police criticised (Mar 1997) 41556 
Resignation of envoy for missing persons (Mar 
1997) 41555-6 
War Crimes Tribunal 
Appeal by Erdemovic against sentence (Jan 
1997) 41456 

Blaskic (Jun 1997) 41704 

Bosnian Croat suspects (Oct 1997) 41874—5; 
(Dec 1997) 41979 

Kupreskic and Furundzija (Dec 1997) 41979 

Tadic (May 1997) 41654 

Trial of alleged Muslim and Croat war 
criminals (Mar 1997) 41556 

Burundi: 

Department of Humanitarian Affairs (UNDHA) 
report (Apr 1997) 41574 

Genocide tribunal proposal rejected (Jul 1997) 
41721 

Government forcibly “regrouping” people (Mar 
1997) 41526 

Intervention request for dispute with Tanzania 
(Oct 1997) 41851 

UNESCO peace conference postponed (Jun 
1997) 41670 

Cambodia: 

General Assembly seat controversy (Sep 1997) 
41822 

Khmer Rouge inquiry (Dec 1997) 41961-2 

Report on coup atrocities (Sep 1997) 41821-2 

China: Veto of proposal to send observers to 

Guatemala (Jan 1997) 41441 

Congo: 

Call for Security Council to approve dispatch of 
international troops (Jun 1997) 41671 

Mediation mission (Aug 1997) 41759 

Congo, Democratic Republic of (formerly 

Zaire): Massacre allegations inquiry (Jun 1997) 

41669; (Jul 1997) 41723; (Aug 1997) 41759; 

(Sep 1997) 41800; (Oct 1997) 41848; (Nov 

1997) 41896-7; (Dec 1997) 41946 

Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species (Cites): (Jun 1997) 41717 

Croatia: 

Eastern Slavonia 
Aid (Jan 1997) 41456 
Appointment of new administrator (Aug 1997) 

41791 
Elections (Apr 1997) 41605-6 
Transitional Administration extended (Jul 
1997) 41749 
Cuba: 

USA accused of biological attacks (May 1997) 
41634 

Vote against US sanctions (Nov 1997) 41907 

Cyprus: 

Anxieties over arms build-up (Jan 1997) 41461 

Direct talks (Jun 1997) 41702; (Jul 1997) 41746; 
(Aug 1997) 41788-9; (Sep 1997) 41835; (Nov 
1997) 41929 

Eritrea: Protest to Security Council over Sudanese 

activities (Jul 1997) 41720 

Falkland (Malvinas) Islands: Decolonisation 
Committee resolution (Jun 1997) 41680 
Finances: 

Tumer donation (Sep 1997) 41845 

USA 
Debt pledge (Jan 1997) 41474—5; (Feb 1997) 
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41484; (Jun 1997) 41717; (Sep 1997) 
41845 
Veto on budget arrears payments by Congress 
(Nov 1997) 41903 
General Assembly: 
Addressed by 
Pakistan Prime Minister (Sep 1997) 41819 
US President (Sep 1997) 41845 
Cambodia seat controversy (Sep 1997) 41822 
Opening of 52nd assembly (Sep 1997) 41845 
Security Council reform plans (Mar 1997) 41570 
Georgia: Abkhazia peace talks (Jul 1997) 41753; 
(Oct 1997) 41878; (Nov 1997) 41922 
Greece-Macedonia dispute over name of 
Macedonia: (Jun 1997) 41704 
Guatemala: 
Truth Commission panel (Feb 1997) 41491 
UN observers vetoed by China (Jan 1997) 
41441 
Haiti: 
Civilian police mission (Dec 1997) 41956 
Mission in Haiti (UNMIH) (Jan 1997) 41438; 
(Dec 1997) 41956 
Indonesia: East Timor question (May 1997) 
41644; (Jul 1997) 41735; (Aug 1997) 41778 
Iraq: 
Compensation Commission report on reparation 
payments (Mar 1997) 41567 
Complaint to Security Council over Turkish 
offensive against Kurds (May 1997) 41652 
Expulsion of US inspectors (Nov 1997) 41938 
Food delivery (Mar 1997) 41567; (Apr 1997) 
41613 
Oil for food deal (Jun 1997) 41715; (Aug 1997) 
41793; (Sep 1997) 41842; (Oct 1997) 41888; 
(Dec 1997) 41980 
Special Commission (UNSCOM) head appointed 
(May 1997) 41661 
Suspension of oil exports (Dec 1997) 41980 
Travel ban on Iraqi officials (Nov 1997) 41938 
Violation of southern air exclusion zone by Iraqi 
helicopters (Apr 1997) 41613 
Weapons inspections 
Access to presidential and sovereign sites 
withheld (Dec 1997) 41980 
Exclusion of US inspectors called for by Iraq 
(Oct 1997) 41888 
Long-range missile parts agreement (Feb 
1997) 41519-20 
Russian intervention to calm crisis (Nov 1997) 
41938 
Special Commission (UNSCOM) reports (Apr 
1997) 41613; (Oct 1997) 41888 
Suspension of UNSCOM operations (Oct 
1997) 41888 
Withdrawal of UNSCOM (Nov 1997) 41938 
Korea, North: Abducted South Korean farmers 
returned (Oct 1997) 41863 
Liberia: Disarmament statistics (Jan 1997) 41434 
Libya: 
Air embargo breached (May 1997) 41664 
Arab league call to ease sanctions (Sep 1997) 
41844 
Lockerbie trial report (Dec 1997) 41983 
Nigeria: Sanctions (Jul 1997) 41724 
Panama: Withdrawal of support for Panama Canal 
congress (Sep 1997) 41810 
Peacekeeping forces: 
Albania (Apr 1997) 41596-7; (Jun 1997) 41703; 
(Jul 1997) 41747; (Aug 1997) 41789 
Angola Observer Mission (UNOMA) (Jul 1997) 
41722 
Angola Verification Mission (UNAVEM III) 
Call on government to suspend offensive (Jun 
1997) 41671 
Extension of mandate (Feb 1997) 41480; (Apr 
1997) 41576 
Pressure for inauguration of unity government 
(Mar 1997) 41528 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Canadian forces (Jan 
1997) 41438 
Croatia (Eastern Slavonia) (UNTAES) (Jul 1997) 
41749 
Macedonia (Unpredep) (Apr 1997) 41605. 
Sierra Leone (Jun 1997) 41672 


Subject index 
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Somalia 
Belgian paratroopers trial (Jun 1997) 41696 
Canada inquiry report (Jul 1997) 41728 
Italian paratroopers torture allegations (Jun 

1997) 41697; (Aug 1997) 41783 
Resolutions (General Assembly): 

Cuban sanctions condemned (Nov 1997) 41907 

Israel 
Called on to pay damages for Qana shelling 

(Jun 1997) 41715 
Settlements issue (Apr 1997) 41614; (Aug 
1997) 41795 
Resolutions (Security Council): 

Angola, Sanctions threat against UNITA (Aug 
1997) 41759; (Sep 1997) 41803; (Oct 1997) 
41850; (Nov 1997) 41899 

Iraq (Nov 1997) 41938; (Dec 1997) 41980 

Libya (May 1997) 41664 

Rwanda: 

Genocide tribunal 
Akayesu trial (Jan 1997) 41431 
Arrest of Belgian journalist (Jul 1997) 41721 
Arrests of leading suspects (Jul 1997) 

41720-1 
Extradition of suspect from Switzerland (Jun 
1997) 41622 
Intimidation of witnesses (Jan 1997) 41431 
Nyiramasuko guilty plea (Sep 1997) 41801 
Report on mismanagement of tribunal (Feb 
1997) 41477 
Killing of employees (Feb 1997) 41477-8 
Secretariat: (Jan 1997) 41474 
Secretary-General: 

Reform pledge (Jan 1997) 41474—5; (Mar 1997) 
41570; (Jul 1997) 41757 

Reform proposals (Sep 1997) 41845 

Security Council: 

Albania crisis (Mar 1997) 41558 

Cyprus question (Aug 1997) 41789 

Enlargement plans (Mar 1997) 41570 

Eritrean protest over Sudan (Jul 1997) 41720 

Iraq “oil-for-food” deal (Sep 1997) 41842; (Dec 
1997) 41980 

Seats questions (Aug 1997) 41768 

Temporary seat for Slovenia (Oct 1997) 41874 

Western Sahara MINURSO mandate extended 
(Sep 1997) 41843-4 

Sierra Leone: 

Coup condemned (May 1997) 41625; (Sep 
1997) 41803 

Sanctions (Oct 1997) 41850 

Somalia: 

Flood relief (Dec 1997) 41949 

Ultimatum from Somaliland President (Mar 1997) 
41527 

Tajikistan: 

Donor conference (Nov 1997) 41913 

Hostage crisis (Feb 1997) 41500; (Mar 1997) 
41542; (Sep 1997) 41818; (Dec 1997) 41966 

Observer mission mandate extended (Mar 1997) 
41542; (Jun 1997) 41694; (Sep 1997) 41818; 
(Nov 1997) 41913 

Peace accord (Jun 1997) 41693 

Turkey: Muted reaction to Turkish offensive 

against Kurds (May 1997) 41652 

Western Sahara: 

Lisbon talks (Aug 1997) 41797 

London talks (Jul 1997) 41756 

Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara 
(MINURSO) (Mar 1997) 41568; (May 1997) 
41664; (Sep 1997) 41843-4; (Oct 1997) 
41892 

Special envoy (Mar 1997) 41568; (Apr 1997) 
41616; (Jun 1997) 41713; (Aug 1997) 41797; 
(Sep 1997) 41843 

World Food Programme (WFP) see WORLD 
FOOD PROGRAMME (WFP) 

Zaire: 

see also Congo, Democratic Republic of 
(formerly Zaire) 

Ceasefire plan rejected by Kabila (Mar 1997) 
41525 

Special envoy’s talks with Kabila (May 1997) 
41622 


UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND (UNICEF) 
Iraq: Malnutrition of children (Jun 1997) 41715 
Korea, North: (Sep 1997) 41817 


UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON HUMAN 

RIGHTS (UNCHR) 

China: Critical resolution defeated (Apr 1997) 
41589 

Cuba: (Apr 1997) 41585 

High Commissioner: (Mar 1997) 41570; (Jun 
1997) 41717; (Dec 1997) 41947 

Indonesia: East Timor (Jul 1997) 41735 

Rwanda: (Mar 1997) 41525-6; (Aug 1997) 41761; 
(Dec 1997) 41947 


UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON 
ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT (UNCED), 
Summit: (Jun 1997) 41717 


UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
(UNDP) 
Human Development Index (HDI): (Jun 1997) 
41718 
Human Development Report: (Jun 1997) 41717 
Human Poverty Index (HPI): (Jun 1997) 41718 


UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, CULTURAL 
AND SCIENTIFIC ORGANISATION (UNESCO), 
Burundi: (Jun 1997) 41670 


UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 

REFUGEES (UNHCR) 

Burundi: (Feb 1997) 41478; (Jul 1997) 41721 

Chad: (Oct 1997) 41852 

Congo, Democratic Republic of (formerly 
Zaire): (Sep 1997) 41800; (Oct 1997) 41848; 
(Nov 1997) 41896-7 

Eritrea: Officials expelled (May 1997) 41627 

Repatriation to Ethiopia: (Mar 1997) 41526 

Rwanda: Massacre in Mudende camp (Aug 1997) 
41761 

Sudan: (Jan 1997) 41433; (Mar 1997) 41526 

Western Sahara: (Jul 1997) 41756 

Zaire: (Feb 1997) 41477; (Mar 1997) 41526; (Apr 
1997) 41573 


UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
ORGANISATION (UNIDO), Director-General: 
(Apr 1997) 41618 


UNITED STATES 
Abortion: 
Bombing of clincs (Jan 1997) 41437-8 
Partial birth abortions illegal (May 1997) 
41629-30 
Presidential veto of legislation (Oct 1997) 41854 
Affirmative action ruling: (Apr 1997) 41580 
Aid to: 
Cambodia, Cut (Oct 1997) 41870 
Korea, North (Apr 1997) 41593; (Sep 1997) 
41817 
Appointments: 
CIA Director (Jul 1997) 41727 
Congress office holders (Jan 1997) 41437 
Diplomatic (May 1997) 41642-3; (Sep 1997) 
41807 
Military (Mar 1997) 41531; (Jun 1997) 41676; 
(Jul 1997) 41727; (Sep 1997) 41807 
President's nominations for Cabinet (Jan 1997) 
41436; (Feb 1997) 41485; (Mar 1997) 
41530-1; (Apr 1997) 41580 
Speaker (Jan 1997) 41436-7 
Arizona: Governor convicted of fraud (Sep 1997) 
41808 
Arms deals with: 
Indonesia, Cancelled (Jun 1997) 41685 
Romania, Suspended (Aug 1997) 41791 
Aviation: 
Air crash (Jan 1997) 41438 
TWA air crash investigations (Mar 1997) 41531; 
(Sep 1997) 41808; (Nov 1997) 41903 
Biological weapons: Cuban accusations (May 
1997) 41634; (Aug 1997) 41769 
Cabinet: (Jan 1997) 41436; (Feb 1997) 41485; 
(Apr 1997) 41580 


UNITED STATES (contd) 
California: Affirmative action ruling (Apr 1997) 
41580; (Aug 1997) 41764; (Nov 1997) 41903 
Census data: Fastest growing cities (Nov 1997) 
41903 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA): 
Apology for Gulf War intelligence failings (Ap 
1997) 41580 ; 
Director nomination (Jan 1997) 41436; (Feb 
1997) 41485; (Mar 1997) 41530—1; (Jul 1997) 
41727 
Espionage charges against former officer (Mar 
1997) 41531 
Iran execution of US spy (Sep 1997) 41843 
Killer of CIA employees convicted (Nov 1997) 
41903; 41914 
Libya 
Execution of alleged spies (Jan 1997) 41473 
Plot by CIA to assassinate Kadhafi alleged 
(May 1997) 41664 
Nicholson trial (Jun 1997) 41677 
Chemical weapons: (Apr 1997) 41617; (Aug 
1997) 41797 
Civil rights: 
Affirmative action (Apr 1997) 41580; (Aug 1997) 
41764 
Megan's law (requirement on local authorities to 
inform community about presence of sex ~ 
offenders) (Aug 1997) 41764 
New York Police Department (NYPD) 
investigation launched (Aug 1997) 41765 
Congress: 105th Congress convened (Jan 1997) 
41436 
Constitution: 
Affirmative action ruling (Apr 1997) 41580; (Aug 
1997) 41764 
Amendment on federal balanced budgets failure 
(Feb 1997) 41484—-5 
Line-item veto ruled unconstitutional (Apr 1997) 
41580 
Megan’s law ruling (requirement on local 
authorities to inform community about 
presence of sex offenders) (Aug 1997) 41764 
Corruption: 
see also Democratic Party: Election funds 
controversy; President: Whitewater affair 
Arizona governor (Sep 1997) 41808 
Cisneros (former Housing Secretary) (Dec 1997) 
41952 
Espy (former Agriculture Secretary) (Aug 1997) 
41764; (Sep 1997) 41808; (Dec 1997) 41952 
Ethics investigations into Cabinet nominees (Jan 
1997) 41436 
Fundraising tapes withheld from House and 
Senate investigative committees (Nov 1997) 
41903 
Gingrich (Jan 1997) 41437; (Apr 1997) 41580 
Huang for campaign funding alleged Chinese 
military link (Jan 1997) 41436; (Feb 1997) 
41485; (Jul 1997) 41725 
Justice Department review of campaign 
fundraising scandal (Sep 1997) 41806; (Oct 
1997) 41853; (Nov 1997) 41901-2; (Dec 
1997) 41951 
Lippo group (Indonesian) fundraising links (Jan 
1997) 41436; (Feb 1997) 41485; (Mar 1997) 
41530; (Apr 1997) 41579 
Teamsters trade union (Aug 1997) 41765-6 
Death penalty: 
Executions 
Ku Klux Klan member (Jun 1997) 41677 
Mexican (Jun 1997) 41677 
McVeigh (Oklahoma bomber) (Aug 1997) 41765 
Defence: 
see also Arms trade; Nuclear issues 
Aircraft carrier despatched to Gulf (Oct 1997) 
41888 
Armed forces 
Appointment of woman general (Mar 1997) 
41531 
Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff nominations 
(Jun 1997) 41676; (Jul 1997) 41727; (Sep 
1997) 41807 
Court martial over rape allegation (Jan 1997) 
41437 
Gender relations report (Dec 1997) 41951—2 
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UNITED STATES (contd) 
Gulf War syndrome reports (Oct 1997) 41855 
Sexual harassment cases (Jan 1997) 41437; 
(Feb 1997) 41486; (Mar 1997) 41531; (Apr 
1997) 41581; (May 1997) 41629; (Jun 1997) 
41676; (Jul 1997) 41727; (Sep 1997) 
41807-8 
Bases 
Japan 
Okinawa land-lease legislation (Apr 1997) 
41591 -_ 
Uranium bullets fired in error (Feb 1997) 
41497 
Computer sales to Russia inquiry (Oct 1997) 
41855 
Kazakhstan co-operation accord (Nov 1997) 
41912 
Kazakhstan-Russia-US military exercises (Sep 
1997) 41818 
Lockheed Martin merger plans (Jul 1997) 41727 
Military strategy report (Dec 1997) 41951 
NATO 


Helsinki summit (Mar 1997) 41569 
President’s State of the Union address (Feb 
1997) 41484 
Refusal to sign draft landmines treaty (Sep 
1997) 41845 
Review (May 1997) 41629 
US-Uzbek military manoeuvres (Jun 1997) 
41693 
Democratic Party: 
Balanced budget accord (May 1997) 41628 
Election funds controversy (Jan 1997) 41436; 
(Feb 1997) 41485; (Mar 1997) 41529~—30; (Apr 
1997) 41579-80; (Jul 1997) 41725; (Aug 
1997) 41764; (Sep 1997) 41806; (Oct 1997) 
41853; (Nov 1997) 41901-2; (Dec 1997) 
41951 
Fast track trade legislation question (Nov 1997) 
41901 
Gubernatorial and mayoral elections (Nov 1997) 
41902 
New York mayoral nomination (Sep 1997) 41808 
Drugs: 
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) (Feb 
1997) 41489 
Medical use of marijuana ruling (Apr 1997) 
41580 
Narcotics list, Removal of Syria and Lebanon 
(Nov 1997) 41937-8 
Tobacco see Health 
Economy: 
Budget 
Balanced budget 
Amendment failure (Mar 1997) 41531 
Bipartisan accord (May 1997) 41628; (Jun 
1997) 41675; (Jul 1997) 41726 
Legislation signed (Aug 1997) 41763—4 
Line-item veto used (Aug 1997) 41763—-4 
Deficit (Jan 1997) 41438 
Fall in federal budget deficit (Oct 1997) 41855 
Federal balanced budgets amendment failure 
(Feb 1997) 41484—5 
Presentation of 1998 budget (Feb 1997) 
41484 
Defence manufacturers’ merger plans (Jul 1997) 
41727 
Disaster relief bill (May 1997) 41676 
Stock market fall (Oct 1997) 41861 
Strike at United Parcel Service (UPS) (Aug 
1997) 41765-6 
Taxation (May 1997) 41628; (Jun 1997) 
41675-6; (Oct 1997) 41855 
Tobacco industry tax credit repealed (Sep 1997) 
41807 
Trade unions (Aug 1997) 41765-6 
UN debt pledge (Jan 1997) 41474-5 
Unemployment (Dec 1997) 41952 
Urban poverty (Dec 1997) 41952 
Washington DC federal assistance plan (Jan 
1997) 41438 
Education: (Feb 1997) 41484 
Elections: 


Campaign finance reform (Feb 1997) 41484; 
(Oct 1997) 41854 
Gubernatorial and mayoral (Nov 1997) 41902 


UNITED STATES (contd) 
Mayoral, New York, Candidates (Sep 1997) 
41808 
New Mexico special election (May 1997) 41630 
Presidential, Campaign finance controversy (Jan 
1997) 41436; (Feb 1997) 41485; (Mar 1997) 
41529-30; (Jul 1997) 41725; (Aug 1997) 
41769; (Sep 1997) 41806; (Oct 1997) 41853; 
(Nov 1997) 41901-2; (Dec 1997) 41951 
Environment: 
Kyoto conference (Dec 1997) 41984 
Whaling (Oct 1997) 41892 
Espionage: 
see also Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
Arrests (Oct 1997) 41855 
CIA former officer (Mar 1997) 41531 
FBI former officer (Pitts) (Mar 1997) 41531; (Jun 
1997) 41677 
Euthanasia: 
Oregon (Feb 1997) 41486; (Oct 1997) 41854; 
(Nov 1997) 41902-3 
Supreme Court hearings (Jan 1997) 41437; (Jun 
1997) 41677; (Oct 1997) 41854 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI): 
Alabama bombing investigation re-opened (Jul 
1997) 41727 
Chinese government contributions to Democratic 
Party funds allegations (Nov 1997) 41902 
Democratic Party presidential election funding 
investigations (Jan 1997) 41436; (Mar 1997) 
41529-30 
Egyptian letter bomb warning (Jan 1997) 41438 
Espionage sting operation (Oct 1997) 41855 
Forensic laboratory criticised (Apr 1997) 41581 
Gingrich inquiry (Jan 1997) 41437 
Oklahoma bombing lawsuits (Apr 1997) 41581 
Pitts’ guilty plea on charges of spying for Russia 
(Mar 1997) 41531; (Jun 1997) 41677 
Saudi Arabia Al-Khobar bomb investigations (Jan 
1997) 41472-3 
Texas militia siege (Apr 1997) 41581 
TWA airliner crash investigations (Mar 1997) 
41531; (Sep 1997) 41808; (Nov 1997) 41903 
Florida: Killings (Jan 1997) 41438 
Foreign relations: 
Afghanistan (Dec 1997) 41966 
Albania (May 1997) 41653 
Argentina (Oct 1997) 41858 
Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) (Jun 1997) 41686; (Jul 1997) 41736 
Austria (Jul 1997) 41754 
Azerbaijan (Aug 1997) 41788; (Sep 1997) 41836 
Belarus (Mar 1997) 41550; (May 1997) 41659; 
(Sep 1997) 41838 
Bolivia (Jun 1997) 41680 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (Jul 1997) 41749; (Aug 
1997) 41790; (Sep 1997) 41833; (Dec 1997) 
41978 
Brazil (Oct 1997) 41857 
Burma (Jun 1997) 41686; (Jul 1997) 41736 
Cambodia (Jun 1997) 41683; (Jul 1997) 41734; 
(Oct 1997) 41870 
Canada (Apr 1997) 41581—2; (May 1997) 41630 
Chile (Oct 1997) 41858 
China 
Anger at Clinton's meeting with dissident Wei 
(Dec 1997) 41960 
Chinese army chief's visit to USA (Aug 1997) 
41771 
Chinese Foreign Minister’s visit (Apr 1997) 
41589 
Democratic Party campaign fund allegations 
(Feb 1997) 41485; (Mar 1997) 41529-30; 
(Apr 1997) 41580; (Jul 1997) 41725; (Nov 
1997) 51902 
Hong Kong (Mar 1997) 41541; 41542; (Apr 
1997) 41589 
Human rights (Jan 1997) 41445-6; (Feb 1997) 
41493 
Jiang’s visit to USA (Oct 1997) 41860 
Visits by US 
Military chief (May 1997) 41638 
Secretary of State (Feb 1997) 41493 
Vice-President (Mar 1997) 41541 
Colombia 


UNITED STATES (contd) 
Bilateral agreement on drugs (Aug 1997) 
41767 
Carter intervention in hostage crisis (Jun 
1997) 41681 
Criticism of failure to reduce drug production 
(Mar 1997) 41533; (Apr 1997) 41583 
Defence Minister appointment controversy 
(Jan 1997) 41440-1 
Human rights questions (Jul 1997) 41731; 
(Aug 1997) 41767 
Congo, Democratic Republic of (formerly Zaire) 
(Dec 1997) 41946 
Croatia (Jul 1997) 41750; (Oct 1997) 41874 
Cuba 
Biological warfare accusations against USA 
(May 1997) 41634; (Aug 1997) 41769 
Charges of US political interference (Jul 1997) 
41731 
Fly-past by anti-Castro Cuban exiles (Feb 
1997) 41490 
Helms-Burton Act 
Canada (Apr 1997) 41581-2 
Condemned by Rio Group (Aug 1997) 
41768 
EU/US talks (Mar 1997) 41536; (Apr 1997) 
41585 
Ibero-American summit (Nov 1997) 41907 
Suspension of Title Ill provision (Jan 1997) 
41442 
Tightening of sanctions (Jun 1997) 41682 
UN resolution condemning sanctions (Nov 
1997) 41907 
Media permits question (Feb 1997) 41490 
Rejection of US financial assistance package 
(Jan 1997) 41442 
Return of Cubans involved in hijackings (Oct 
1997) 41859 
Travel restrictions relaxed for Papal visit plans 
(Aug 1997) 41769 
US elements blamed for terrorist bombing 
campaign (Sep 1997) 41812 
WTO disputes panel to rule on EU case (Feb 
1997) 41489-90; (Apr 1997) 41585; (Jun 
1997) 41682 
Cyprus (Jan 1997) 41461-2; (Jun 1997) 
41701-2; (Sep 1997) 41835; (Nov 1997) 
41929 
Denmark (Jul 1997) 41757 
Ecuador (Sep 1997) 41812 
Egypt, Visit by US Secretary of State (Sep 1997) 
41839-40 
Ethiopia (Dec 1997) 41949-50 
European Union (EU) 
Banana imports (May 1997) 41635; (Jun 
1997) 41683 
Boeing merger with McDonnell Douglas (Jul 
1997) 41746 
Burma sanctions dispute (Feb 1997) 41501 
Cuba Helms-Burton Act sanctions dispute (Jan 
1997) 41442; (Feb 1997) 41489—90; (Mar 
1997) 41536; (Apr 1997) 41585; (Jun 1997) 
41682; (Sep 1997) 41842; (Oct 1997) 41887 
D'Amato Law on Iran sanctions (Sep 1997) 
41842 
EU-US summit (May 1997) 41651 
France (Sep 1997) 41842 
Germany (Jan 1997) 41464; (Mar 1997) 41560; 
(Jun 1997) 41697 
Ghana (Jan 1997) 41435 
Guatemala (May 1997) 41635 
Haiti (Oct 1997) 41859; (Dec 1997) 41956 
Hong Kong (Jan 1997) 41447; (Mar 1997) 
41542; (Apr 1997) 41589; 41590; (Sep 1997) 
41814 
India 
Expulsion of US envoys (Feb 1997) 41500 
Visit of US Commerce Secretary (Dec 1997) 
41965 
Indonesia (Jun 1997) 41685 
Iran 
Aircraft carrier despatched to Gulf (Oct 1997) 
41888 : 
Execution of US spy (Sep 1997) 41843 
lran-Russia-China missile co-operation 
allegations (Sep 1997) 41842 
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MKO placed on list of banned terrorist 
organisations by USA (Oct 1997) 41888 
President Khatami’s call for dialogue (Dec 
1997) 41980 
Prevention of Iranian aircraft purchase from 
Moldova (Nov 1997) 41939 
Reaction to election of President Khatami (Jun 
1997) 41716 
Saudi Arabia Al-Khobar bomb investigations 
(Jan 1997) 41473 
Iraq 
see also UNITED NATIONS, Iraq: 
Aircraft carrier despatched to Gulf (Oct 1997) 
41888 
Deployment of alliance warplanes and naval 
vessels in Gulf (Nov 1997) 41938 
Israel 
Adoption of Vanunu by US couple (Oct 1997) 
41890 
Conversions controversy (Oct 1997) 41889 
Extradition of US teenager question (Oct 
1997) 41890 
Jerusalem suicide bomb condemned (Aug 
1997) 41794 
Lebanon and Syria policies (Feb 1997) 41517 
Netanyahu’s visits to USA (Feb 1997) 41517; 
(Apr 1997) 41614; (Nov 1997) 41937 
Palestine Congressional vote on Jerusalem 
(Jun 1997) 41714 
Settlements issue (Feb 1997) 41518; (Mar 
1997) 41564—5; (May 1997) 41662; (Sep 
1997) 41840 
Visit by US Secretary of State (Sep 1997) 
41839-40 
Jamaica (May 1997) 41635 
Japan 
Bases question (Apr 1997) 41591 
Burma sanctions dispute (Feb 1997) 41501 
Defence co-operation guidelines (Jun 1997) 
41687; (Aug 1997) 41771; (Sep 1997) 
41816 
Hashimoto's visit to USA (Apr 1997) 41591 
Okinawa heliport referendum (Dec 1997) 
41959 
Uranium bullets fired in error in Okinawa (Feb 
1997) 41497 
Jordan (Sep 1997) 41839-40; 41841 
Kazakhstan (Sep 1997) 41818; (Nov 1997) 
41912 
Kenya (Apr 1997) 41578 
Korea, North 
Bilateral talks (Mar 1997) 41538; (Nov 1997) 
41910 
Food aid negotiations (Feb 1997) 41495; (Apr 
1997) 41593; (Jun 1997) 41689; (Sep 1997) 
41817 
Four country talks proposals (Feb 1997) 
41495; (Mar 1997) 41538; (Apr 1997) 
41593-4; (Jun 1997) 41689; (Jul 1997) 
41737; (Aug 1997) 41772; (Sep 1997) 
41817; (Nov 1997) 41911; (Dec 1997) 
41959 
MIA issues (May 1997) 41641 
Military manoeuvres allegations (Jun 1997) 
41689 
Missile talks (Jun 1997) 41689 
New York briefing sessions (Feb 1997) 41495; 
(Mar 1997) 41538 
Korea, South 
Arrest of US arms dealer (May 1997) 41641 
Financial crisis (Nov 1997) 41909-10 
Kuwait (Nov 1997) 41936 
Kyrgyzstan (Jul 1997) 41738 
Laos (Nov 1997) 41917 
Lebanon 
Lifting of US travel ban (Jul 1997) 41754 
Removal from US narcotics list (Nov 1997) 
41937-8 
Visit by US Secretary of State (Sep 1997) 
41839-40 
Liberia (Mar 1997) 41528 
Libya 
CIA alleged plot to assassinate Kadhafi (May 
1997) 41664 


Subject index 


UNITED STATES (contd) 


CIA involvement in alleged espionage case 
(Jan 1997) 41473 
Lockerbie (Jun 1997) 41713; (Oct 1997) 
41891 
Reaction to violation of UN air embargo (May 
1997) 41664 
Visit by Farrakhan (Jan 1997) 41474 
Macedonia (Jun 1997) 41704 
Malaysia (Nov 1997) 41917 
Mexico 
Anti-drugs efforts (Feb 1997) 41489; (Mar 
1997) 41534—5; (May 1997) 41631 
Counterinsurgency operations advice for 
Mexican army allegations (Jan 1997) 41441 
Debt repayment (Jan 1997) 41441 
Execution in USA of Mexican national (Jun 
1997) 41677 
Visit by President Clinton (May 1997) 41630—1 
Withdrawal of Clinton ambassadorial nominee 
(Sep 1997) 41807 
Middle East peace process 
Commission proposals (Mar 1997) 41564—5 
Secretary of State Albright (Oct 1997) 41890; 
(Nov 1997) 41939; (Dec 1997) 41981 
Secretary of State Christopher (Jan 1997) 
41470 
Moldova (Nov 1997) 41939 
Nigeria (Oct 1997) 41849 
Niue (May 1997) 41646 
Pakistan (Nov 1997) 41914 
Palestine 
Congressional vote on Jerusalem (Jun 1997) 
41714 
Visit of US Secretary of State (Sep 1997) 
41839-40 
Panama (Dec 1997) 41953 
Peru (Apr 1997) 41582; (Sep 1997) 41812 
Poland (Apr 1997) 41608; (Jul 1997) 41757 
Qatar (Jun 1997) 41716 
Russia 
Mir-USA-Russia space mission (Apr 1997) 
41618; (May 1997) 41666; (Jun 1997) 
41718; (Jul 1997) 41757; (Aug 1997) 41797; 
(Sep 1997) 41845 
NATO enlargement (Feb 1997) 41521 
Saudi Arabia 
Al-Khobar bomb investigation (Jan 1997) 
41472-3; (Mar 1997) 41568; (Sep 1997) 
41842 
Visit by US Secretary of State (Sep 1997) 
41839-40 
Visit of Defence Minister to USA (Mar 1997) 
41568 
Serbia (Feb 1997) 41503 
Sierra Leone (May 1997) 41626 
South Africa (Jan 1997) 41430 
Spain (Oct 1997) 41858 
Sri Lanka (Oct 1997) 41865 
Sudan (Sep 1997) 41804; (Nov 1997) 41900; 
(Dec 1997) 41949 
Switzerland (May 1997) 41666 
Syria (Sep 1997) 41839-40 
Turkey (Dec 1997) 41973 
UK, Woodward (UK au-pair) murder case (Oct 
1997) 41854; (Nov 1997) 41903 
Uzbekistan (Jun 1997) 41693 
Vietnam 
Investment pact (Nov 1997) 41916 
Military agreement and debt rescheduling (Mar 
1997) 41546 
US ambassador appointed (May 1997) 
41642-3 
Visit of US Secretary of State (Jun 1997) 
41684 
Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of (FRY) (May 
1997) 41655 
Zaire (Apr 1997) 41473; (May 1997) 41621; 
41622 


Foreign trade: 


Argentina, Sanctions (Apr 1997) 41584 
Burma (Jan 1997) 41451; (Feb 1997) 41501; 
(Apr 1997) 41594 
China 
Boeing sale (Mar 1997) 41541 
Information Technology (Oct 1997) 41860 
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UNITED STATES (contd) 


MFN status renewed (May 1997) 41637-8 
Sanctions on companies suspected of selling 
chemical weapons (May 1997) 41638 
Textiles accord (Feb 1997) 41493 
Trade deficit with China (Oct 1997) 41860 
Ecuador (Sep 1997) 41812 
European Union (EU), Product safety accord 
(May 1997) 41651 
Free Trade Area for the Americas (FTAA) 
discussions (May 1997) 41634 
Hong Kong, Sanctions against company 
accused of selling chemical weapons (May 
1997) 41638 
India (Dec 1997) 41965 
Japan 
Initiative on deregulation (Jun 1997) 41687 
Shipping dispute (Feb 1997) 41497-—8; (Mar 
1997) 41540; (Apr 1997) 41591-2; (Sep 
1997) 41816; (Oct 1997) 41862 
Trade surplus issue (Mar 1997) 41540 
Kazakhstan (Nov 1997) 41912 
Nuclear technology (Oct 1997) 41860 
Pakistan (Apr 1997) 41588 
President's “fast track” negotiation authority for 
free trade pacts (Sep 1997) 41807 
Russia (Oct 1997) 41855 
Serbia (Jan 1997) 41455 
Turkmenistan (Oct 1997) 41866 
Ukraine (Sep 1997) 41838 
Green party: New Mexico (May 1997) 41630 
Guam: see GUAM 
Gun laws: (Jun 1997) 41676-7; (Oct 1997) 41855 
Health: 
Breast implant compensation offer (Aug 1997) 
41764—-5 
Healthcare (Feb 1997) 41484; (May 1997) 
41628; (Jul 1997) 41726 
Human medical experiments without consent, 
Presidential apology (May 1997) 41630 
Medical use of marijuana ruling (Apr 1997) 
41580 
Tobacco industry 
Advertising ruling (Apr 1997) 41580—1 
Cigarette manufacturers’ admission over- 
addictive nature of product (Mar 1997) 
41531 
Passive smoking on airlines out-of-court 
settlement (Oct 1997) 41854 
Tax credit repealed (Sep 1997) 41807 
Trials (Mar 1997) 41531; (Apr 1997) 41580—1; 
(May 1997) 41629; (Jun 1997) 41677; (Jul 
1997) 41727; (Aug 1997) 41765 
House of Representatives: 
Ethics Committee (Jan 1997) 41437 
Gingrich re-elected as Speaker (Jan 1997) 
41436-7 
Human rights: New York Police Department 
(NYPD) allegations (Aug 1997) 41765; (Sep 
1997) 41808 
Immigration and asylum issues: Cubans (Oct 
1997) 41859 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS): Proposals to 
curb “excesses” (Oct 1997) 41855 
Mafia: see Trials 
Masachusetts: Prohibition on companies with 
business interests in Burma (Feb 1997) 41501 
Media: Turner (of CNN) donation to the UN (Sep 
1997) 41845 
New Mexico: Special election (May 1997) 41630 
New York: 
Mayoral elections, Democratic Party candidate 
(Sep 1997) 41808 
Murder statistics (Dec 1997) 41952 
Police torture allegations (Aug 1997) 41765; 
(Sep 1997) 41808 
Nuclear issues: Nuclear strategy report (Dec 
1997) 41951 _ 
Obituaries: 
Brennan (former Supreme Court justice) (Jul 
1997) 41727 
Harriman, Pamela (Feb 1997) 41486 
Kennedy, Michael (son of Robert) (Dec 1997) 
41952 


41678 


Shabazz, Betty (widow of Malcolm X) (Jun 1997) € 


UNITED STATES (contd) 
Tsongas (former Democratic Senator) (Jan 1997) 


41438 
Weaver (first black Cabinet minister) (Jul 1997) 
41727 
Young, Coleman (black civil rights campaigner) 
(Dec 1997) 41952 
Oklahoma bombing trials: see Trials 
Oregon: Assisted suicide law (Feb 1997) 41486; 
(Oct 1997) 41854; (Nov 1997) 41902-3 
Police: New York Police Department (NYPD) (Aug 
1997) 41765 ; 
President: 
Address to UN General Assembly (Sep 1997) 
41845 
Apology for human medical experiments without 
consent (May 1997) 41630 
Caribbean summit (May 1997) 41634—5 
Central American summit (May 1997) 41634 
Election campaign funding controversy (Jan 
1997) 41436; (Feb 1997) 41485; (Mar 1997) 
41529-30; (Jul 1997) 41725; (Aug 1997) 
41764; (Sep 1997) 41806; (Oct 1997) 41853; 
(Nov 1997) 41901-2; (Dec 1997) 41951 
Fast track trade legislation (Sep 1997) 41807; 
(Nov 1997) 41901 
Inauguration of Clinton (Jan 1997) 41435-6 
Meetings with 
Canadian Prime Minister (Apr 1997) 41581-2 
Chinese dissident Wei (Dec 1997) 41960 
Chinese President (Oct 1997) 41860 
Israeli Prime Minister (Apr 1997) 41614 
Japanese Prime Minister (Apr 1997) 41591 
Palestinian President (Mar 1997) 41564—5 
Russian President (Mar 1997) 41569 
Saudi Defence Minister (Mar 1997) 41568 
NATO Helsinki summit (Mar 1997) 41569 
Race initiative (Dec 1997) 41951 
Sexual harassment (Paula Jones) case (Jan 
1997) 41436; (May 1997) 41629; (Jun 1997) 
41675; (Jul 1997) 41725-6; (Aug 1997) 
41764; (Sep 1997) 41806; (Oct 1997) 
41853-4; (Nov 1997) 41902; (Dec 1997) 
41951 
State of the Union address (Feb 1997) 41483-4 
Tobacco industry issues (Jul 1997) 41727; (Sep 
1997) 41807 
Vetoes 
Abortion legislation (Oct 1997) 41854 
Line-item veto ruled unconstitutional (Apr 
1997) 41580; (Jun 1997) 41677 
Line-item veto used on budget (Aug 1997) 
41763-4 
Vice-President 
Role in campaign funding controversy (Mar 
1997) 41530; (Sep 1997) 41806 
Visit to China (Mar 1997) 41541 
Visits to 
Argentina (Oct 1997) 41858 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (Dec 1997) 41978 
Brazil (Oct 1997) 41857 
Denmark (Jul 1997) 41757 
Europe (May 1997) 41651 
Mexico (May 1997) 41630-1 
Poland (Jul 1997) 41757 
Romania (Jul 1997) 41757 
Whitewater 
Foster death statement (Jul 1997) 41726 
Lippo group subpoena (Mar 1997) 41530 
McDougal sentenced (Apr 1997) 41579 
Resignation and return of special prosecutor 
(Feb 1997) 41485 
Supreme Court ruling on papers (Jun 1997) 
41675 
Racial issues: 
Alabama bombing investigation re-opened (Jul 
1997) 41727 
Black Panther activist released from prison (Jun 
1997) 41677-8 
Death of Betty Shabazz (widow of Malcolm X) 
(Jun 1997) 41678 
Farrakhan (Jan 1997) 41435; 41474 
Holiday in honour of Martin Luther King (Jan 
1997) 41435 
Ku Klux Klan (Jun 1997) 41677 
Makah tribe (Oct 1997) 41892 


UNITED STATES (contd) 


Million Woman March (Oct 1997) 41855 

Nation of Islam (Jan 1997) 41435; 41474 

Obituary of first black Cabinet minister (Jul 1997) 
41727 

Presidential civil rights initiative (Dec 1997) 
41951 

Racial classification lawsuit (Jun 1997) 41677 

Trial of Burmeister for random murder of a black 
couple (Feb 1997) 41486; (Mar 1997) 41532 


Religious affairs: 


Catholic Church sexual abuse damages award 
(Jul 1997) 41728 

Heaven's Gate cult mass suicide (Mar 1997) 
41531 

Promise Keepers (Oct 1997) 41855 

Roman Catholic church (Nov 1997) 41902 

Scientologists (Jan 1997) 41464 

Southern Baptist Convention Disney boycott 
(Jun 1997) 41678 


Republican Party: 


Balanced budget 
Amendment failure (Mar 1997) 41531 
Bipartisan accord (May 1997) 41628 

Budget response (Feb 1997) 41484 

Campaign finance reform bill defeat due to 
Republican filibuster (Oct 1997) 41854 

Disaster relief bill defeat (May 1997) 41676 

Dissent (Jul 1997) 41726-7 

Fast track trade legislation question (Nov 1997) 
41901 

Funding controversy for Presidential election 
campaign (Jan 1997) 41436; (Mar 1997) 
41530 

Gingrich 
Ethics investigations (Jan 1997) 41437 
Re-elected as Speaker (Jan 1997) 41436-7 
Weakened position (Jul 1997) 41726-7 

Gubernatorial and mayoral elections (Nov 1997) 
41902 

New Mexico special election success (May 
1997) 41630 


Scientific research: Cloning (Feb 1997) 41522; 


(Mar 1997) 41570 


Security: 


see also Central Intelligence Agency (CIA); 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

Banning of Iranian opposition group (MKO) (Oct 
1997) 41888 

Bombing of abortion clinics (Jan 1997) 41437-8 

Egyptian letter bombs (Jan 1997) 41438 

Empire State Building attacked by lone 
Palestinian (Feb 1997) 41486 

Fall in murder rate (Jan 1997) 41437 

Killings, Florida (Jan 1997) 41438 

Murders in New York city statistics (Dec 1997) 
41952 

National Crime Vicitimization Survey (Nov 1997) 
41903 

Sri Lankan Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) added to list of banned terrorist 
organisations (Oct 1997) 41865 

Texas militia siege (Apr 1997) 41581; (May 
1997) 41630 


Senate: 


Cabinet nominations confirmation hearings (Jan 
1997) 41436 

Campaign finance enquiry (Jul 1997) 41725 

Campaign finance reform bill defeat due to 
Republican filibuster (Oct 1997) 41854 

CIA leader confirmed (Jul 1997) 41727 


Space research: 


Abandonment of shuttle mission (Apr 1997) 
41618 

Delta-2 rocket failure (Jan 1997) 41475 

Hubble (Feb 1997) 41522 

Joint Mir mission (Apr 1997) 41618; (May 1997) 
41666; (Jun 1997) 41718; (Jul 1997) 41757; 
(Aug 1997) 41797; (Sep 1997) 41845 

Pathfinder mission to Mars (Jul 1997) 41757 

Saturn probe (Oct 1997) 41893 

Shuttle flights (Feb 1997) 41522; (May 1997) 
41666; (Sep 1997) 41845 


Supreme Court: 


Euthanasia hearings (Jan 1997) 41437; (Jun 
1997) 41677; (Oct 1997) 41854 
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UNITED STATES (contd) 
No challenge to California's Proposition 209 on 
affirmative action (Nov 1997) 41903 
Rulings 
Assisted suicide (Jun 1997) 41677 
Communications Decency Act struck down 
(Jun 1997) 41676 
Gun laws (Jun 1997) 41676-7 
President Clinton/Paula Jones sexual 
harassment case (Jan 1997) 41436; (May 
1997) 41629 
Presidential line-item veto (Apr 1997) 41580; 
(Jun 1997) 41677; (Aug 1997) 41764 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act struct 
down (Jun 1997) 41676 
Whitewater papers (Jun 1997) 41675 
Texas: 
Militia siege (Apr 1997) 41581; (May 1997) 
41630 
Tornado deaths (May 1997).41630 
Tobacco industry see Health 
Trials: 
see also Corruption; President: Whitewater affair 
Black Panther released pending appeal (Jun 
1997) 41677-8 
Burmeister for murder of a black couple (Feb 
1997) 41486; (Mar 1997) 41532 
CIA and FBI agents (Jun 1997) 41677 
Cisneros (former Housing Secretary) (Dec 1997) 
41952 
Dallas Roman Catholic diocese sexual abuse 
case (Jul 1997) 41728 
Du Pont for murder (Jan 1997) 41438; (Feb 
1997) 41486 
Gigante (New York godfather) (Jul 1997) 41727; 
(Dec 1997) 41952 
IBM computer sales to Russia investigation (Oct 
1997) 41855 
Kasi (killer of CIA employees) (Nov 1997) 41903; 
41914 
McDougal (Whitewater affair) (Apr 1997) 41579 
McVeigh (Oklahoma bombing) (Apr 1997) 
41581; (Jun 1997) 41676; (Jul 1997) 41727; 
(Aug 1997) 41765 
Microsoft and anti-trust laws (Oct 1997) 
41854—5; (Dec 1997) 41952 
New York police officers (Sep 1997) 41808 
Nichols (Oklahoma bombing) (Sep 1997) 41808; 
(Dec 1997) 41952 
Oklahoma bombing lawsuits against US 
government (Apr 1997) 41581 
Repetitive strain injury (RSI) damages award 
quashed (May 1997) 41629 
Simpson, O.J. civil trial (Feb 1997) 41485-6 
Texas “separatists” (Nov 1997) 41903 
Tobacco industry cases (Mar 1997) 41531; (Apr 
1997) 41580—1; (May 1997) 41629; (Jun 
1997) 41677; (Jul 1997) 41727; (Aug 1997) 
41765; (Oct 1997) 41854 
Woodward (UK au-pair) murder case (Oct 1997) 
41854; (Nov 1997) 41903 
World Trade Center bombing (Aug 1997) 41765; 
(Nov 1997) 41903 
UN: 
Debt pledge (Jan 1997) 41474—5; (Feb 1997) 
41484; (Jun 1997) 41717; (Sep 1997) 41845 
Veto on budget arrears payments by Congress 
(Nov 1997) 41903 
War crimes: Nazi gold laundering (Jul 1997) 
41757 
Washington DC: Financial rescue plan (Jan 1997) 
41438; (Nov 1997) 41902 
Welfare to work programme: (Feb 1997) 
41483—-4 
World Bank: US contributions (Feb 1997) 41484 


URUGUAY 
Constitutional reform: (Jan 1997) 41440 
Economy: 
IMF credit (Jun 1997) 41679 
Trade unions (May 1997) 41635 
Human rights: Ruling on investigations of 
“disappeared” (Jun 1997) 41679 . 
Security: Strikes and demonstrations (May 1997) 
41635 


Subject index 


UZBEKISTAN 
see also CENTRAL ASIAN STATES; 
COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT 
STATES (CIS) 
Appointments: Ministerial (Sep 1997) 41818; (Oct 
1997) 41866 
Cabinet: (Sep 1997) 41818; (Oct 1997) 41866 
Constitution: Political parties law (Jan 1997) 
41452 
Defence: US-Uzbek military manoeuvres (Jun 
1997) 41693 
Dismissals: Ministerial (Oct 1997) 41866 
Economy: Agriculture (Oct 1997) 41866 
Foreign relations: 
Afghanistan (Dec 1997) 41966 
USA (Jun 1997) 41693 
President: Central Asian summit (Jul 1997) 41741 


Vv 


VANUATU 

see also PACIFIC REGIONS 

Abolition of post of Deputy Prime Minister: (Oct 
1997) 41871 

Appointments: Ministerial (May 1997) 41645 

Armed forces: see Trials 

Cabinet: (May 1997) 41645 

Corruption: Ministers (May 1997) 41645 

Dismissals: Ministerial (Sep 1997) 41825; (Oct 
1997) 41871 

Economy: Reform programme (Sep 1997) 41825; 
(Oct 1997) 41871 

Elections: Timetable (Nov 1997) 41920 

Political parties: (May 1997) 41645 

President: Dissolution of legislature (Nov 1997) 
41920 

Prime Minister: No-confidence motion (Nov 1997) 
41920 

Trials: Armed forces members acquitted of 
kidnapping President (May 1997) 41645 


VATICAN 
Death of Mother Teresa: (Sep 1997) 41820 
Papal visits: 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (Apr 1997) 41606 
France (Aug 1997) 41783 
Lebanon (May 1997) 41663 
Poland (Jun 1997) 41707 
Peru hostage crisis: (Jan 1997) 41439 
Relations with: 
Angola (Jul 1997) 41722-3 
Israel (Nov 1997) 41937 


VENEZUELA 
Appointments: 
Military (Jun 1997) 41683 
Ministerial (Mar 1997) 41534; (Jun 1997) 41683; 
(Dec 1997) 41957 
Cabinet: (Mar 1997) 41534 
Earthquake: (Jul 1997) 41729 
Economy: 
Austerity measures (Mar 1997) 41534 
Finance Minister censured (Nov 1997) 41905 
Foreign debt controversy (Nov 1997) 41905 
Fifth Republican Movement: Launch of party by 
Chavez (former coup leader) (Jul 1997) 41729 
Foreign relations: Jamaica (Nov 1997) 41907 
President: 
Health (Mar 1997) 41534 
State of the nation address (Mar 1997) 41534 
Resignations: Ministerial (Dec 1997) 41957 
Security: 
Demonstrations and violence (Mar 1997) 41534 
Prison clashes and deaths (Aug 1997) 41769 
Social Christian Party (COPEI): (Mar 1997) 
41534 


VIETNAM 
Appointments: 
Central bank (Oct 1997) 41867-8 
Central committee advisors (Dec 1997) 41961 
Communist Party general secretary (Dec 1997) 
41961 
Diplomatic (May 1997) 41642-3 
Internet control board (May 1997) 41643 


VIETNAM (contd) 
Ministerial (Sep 1997) 41822 
Armed forces: Reductions (Oct 1997) 41868 
Aviation: Crash of Vietnamese airliner in 
Cambodia (Sep 1997) 41822 
Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV): (Jan 1997) 
41450-1; (Jul 1997) 41734; (Dec 1997) 41961 
Corruption: 
Arrests (Mar 1997) 41546 
Businessman released (Nov 1997) 41917 
Confiscation of church lands (Nov 1997) 41917 
Death sentences (Jan 1997) 41450-1 
Ethical guidelines for CPV members (Jan 1997) 
41451 
Council of Ministers: (Sep 1997) 41822 
Death penalty: (Jan 1997) 41450—1; (May 1997) 
41642; (Jul 1997) 41734; (Sep 1997) 41823 
Drugs: Death penalty for trafficking (May 1997) 
41642; (Sep 1997) 41823 
Economy: 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) loans (Mar 
1997) 41546 
Banking and credit reform (Dec 1997) 41961 
Central bank (Oct 1997) 41867-8 
Debt repayment (Jan 1997) 41451; (Mar 1997) 
41546 
Debt to Russia (Nov 1997) 41916 
Donor aid pledged (Dec 1997) 41961 
Energy projects (Dec 1997) 41961 
Reform of state-owned enterprises (SOEs) (Oct 
1997) 41868 
Regional currency crisis (Oct 1997) 41867-8 
Road-building plan (Jan 1997) 41451 
World Bank (Nov 1997) 41916-17 
Elections: National Assembly (Jul 1997) 41734 
Environment: Reforestation plans (Dec 1997) 
41961 
Foreign relations: 
APEC membership (Nov 1997) 41919 
China 
Dispute over oil and gas reserves (Mar 1997) 
41545-6; (Apr 1997) 41594; (Nov 1997) 
41917 
Visit of Do Muoi to China (Jul 1997) 41734 
France (Nov 1997) 41916. 
Russia (Nov 1997) 41916 
Thailand, Sea border treaty (Aug 1997) 41777 
USA 
Investment pact (Nov 1997) 41916 
Military agreement and debt rescheduling (Mar 
1997) 41546 
US ambassador appointed (May 1997) 
41642-3 
Visit of US Secretary of State (Jun 1997) 
41684 
Foreign trade: 
European Union (EU) (Nov 1997) 41916 
Japan (Jan 1997) 41451 
Human rights: 
Imprisonment of “reactionary” activist (Nov 1997) 
41917 
Release of dissident (Sep 1997) 41823 
Media: 
Arrest of editor (Oct 1997) 41868 
Internet restrictions (Mar 1997) 41546; (May 
1997) 41643 
National Assembly: Sessions (Sep 1997) 41822; 
(Dec 1997) 41961 
Obituary of Bao Dai (last emperor): (Aug 1997) 
41777 
President: Tran Duc Luong appointed (Sep 1997) 
41822 
Religious affairs: Catholic Church (Nov 1997) 
41917 
Security: 
Demonstrations and violence (Jan 1997) 41451; 
(Sep 1997) 41823; (Nov 1997) 41917 
Peasant unrest in Military Zone Four reported in 
official newspaper (Sep 1997) 41822-3 
Thai Binh province: 
Government aid (Dec 1997) 41961 
Social unrest (Sep 1997) 41822-3 
Trials: Terrorism trial death sentences (Jul 1997) 
41734 
Typhoon Linda: (Nov 1997) 41917 


VIRGIN ISLANDS see BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


VOLCANOES, Montserrat: (Jun 1997) 41682; (Aug 
1997) 41768-9; (Sep 1997) 41813 
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WAR CRIMES 
Bosnia-Herzegovina: 
Djajic sentenced by German court (May 1997) 
41654 
Jongic sentenced by German court (Sep 1997) 
41834 
Misic (Nov 1997) 41933 
Muslim paramilitaries (Nov 1997) 41933 
S-For action against indicted criminals (Jul 1997) 
41749; (Dec 1997) 41979 
Suntic (Nov 1997) 41933 
UN War Crimes Tribunal 
Appeal by Erdemovic against sentence (Jan 
1997) 41456 
Blaskic (Jun 1997) 41704 
Extradition of alleged war criminal from 
Croatia (Apr 1997) 41606 
Kupreskic and Furundzija (Dec 1997) 41979 
Surrender of Bosnian Croat war crimes 
suspects (Oct 1997) 41874—5 
Tadic (May 1997) 41654 
Trial of alleged Muslim and Croat war 
criminals (Mar 1997) 41556 
Canada: Nazi gold laundering (Jul 1997) 41757 
Croatia: 
Bajramovic confession (Sep 1997) 41834 
Croatian Serb suspect arrested (Jul 1997) 
41749-50 
Paraga’s request that Tudjman be indicted (Aug 
1997) 41791 
Surrender of Bosnian Croats (Aug 1997) 41791; 
(Oct 1997) 41874; 41874-5 
Vitez police chief (Aug 1997) 41791 
Ethiopia: Italian apology (Dec 1997) 41949 
France: , 
Commission to trace Jewish assets (Jan 1997) 
41463; (Mar 1997) 41561 
Papon (Jan 1997) 41475; (Aug 1997) 41797; 
(Oct 1997) 41884; 41893 
Germany: Slave labour judgment (Nov 1997) 
41941 
Hungary: Agreement on implementation of 1947 
Paris Peace Treaty (Mar 1997) 41553 
Italy: 
Apology to Ethiopia (Dec 1997) 41949 
Priebke (Feb 1997) 41522; (Jul 1997) 41757 
Japan: 
Apology to China (Sep 1997) 41816 
Chinese lawsuit over germ warfare (Aug 1997) 
41771 
Comfort women, compensation (Jan 1997) 41445 
Supreme Court ruling on school textbooks (Aug 
1997) 41771 
Lithuania: Gimzauskas indicted (Nov 1997) 41941 
Poland: Ukraine-Poland reconciliation over 
war-time deportations of Ukrainians and killings 
of Poles (May 1997) 41657 
Portugal: Nazi gold dealings investigation (Apr 
1997) 41612; (Jul 1997) 41757 
Rwanda: see UNITED NATIONS, Rwanda: 
Genocide tribunal 
Sweden: Nazi gold allegations (Jan 1997) 41468 
Switzerland: 
Banks’ role controversy (Jan 1997) 41461; (Jun 
1997) 41718 
Committee to investigate country’s role (Feb 
1997) 41512; (Mar 1997) 41554 
Compensation fund for Holocaust victims (Jan 
1997) 41461; (Feb 1997) 41511-12; (Mar 
1997) 41554; (Apr 1997) 41612; (Nov 1997) 
41941 
Discovery of more Nazi-era funds (Jun 1997) 
41718 
Dormant accounts list (Jul 1997) 41757; (Oct 
1997) 41893; (Nov 1997) 41941; (Dec 1997) 
41984 
Trustees appointed for dormant Swiss bank 
accounts (Sep 1997) 41845 
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58 


WAR CRIMES (contd) 

te report on Nazi gold (May 1997) 41666 

Conference on Nazi gold (May 1997) 41666; 
(Aug 1997) 41797; (Dec 1997) 41984 

Nazi gold report (May 1997) 41666 
Sawoniuk (Sep 1997) 41845 
Serafinowicz trial collapse (Jan 1997) 41475 

USA: Nazi gold laundering (Jul 1997) 41757 


WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION (WEU), Integration 
into EU proposal defeated: (Jun 1997) 41700 


WESTERN SAHARA 
Foreign relations: 
Chad (May 1997) 41664 
Guinea-Bissau (Apr 1997) 41616 
Togo (Jun 1997) 41713 
Polisario: Freeing of Moroccan prisoners of war 
(Apr 1997) 41616 
Referendum agreement: (Sep 1997) 418434; 
(Oct 1997) 41892 
UN: 
Lisbon talks (Aug 1997) 41797 
London talks (Jul 1997) 41756 
Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara 
(MINURSO) (Mar 1997) 41568; (May 1997) 
41664; (Sep 1997) 41843-4; (Oct 1997) 
41892 
Special envoy (Mar 1997) 41568; (Apr 1997) 
41616; (Jun 1997) 41713; (Aug 1997) 41797; 
(Sep 1997) 41843 


WESTERN SAMOA 

see also SAMOA 

Change of name to Samoa: (Jul 1997) 41741 

Constitution: (Mar 1997) 41548; (Jul 1997) 41741 

Corruption: Passport sales controversy (May 
1997) 41645 

Foreign relations: New Zealand (May 1997) 
41645 

Media: (May 1997) 41645 

Opposition leader banned from state television 
and radio: (May 1997) 41645 


WEU see WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION (WEU) 


WORLD BANK 
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